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^Ph£  Voyage  which  is  here  pr^ented  to  the  public  has  no  pretensions  to 
new  diacincneiy  and  cm  boast  bat  lUtk  of  tit  coUectkn  of  new  and  im- 
partaut  facta.  It  will  eondnct  tbe  icader  praeiidy  over  tbe  came  gnmnd 
whidi  a  much  abler  writer  has  previously  occupied  in  Tbe  A ut berate 
Account  cf  an  Embassy  to  China ;"  and  in  whose,  hands  were  placed,  in 
fiict,  a  great  part  of  the  materials  of  which  it  is  composed.  Tbe  expecta* 
tioni  therefore,  of  new  discoveries  and  extraordinary  occurrences^  which 
in  books  of  voyages  and  tnvdi  u  akme  sufliciatt  to  keq»  the  attention 
coonantly  on  the  itictdi»  dionld  only  be  Indulged  i»  a  tDodeiaAe  d^iceitt 
theperusal  of  tbe  present  woHc  Tat  although  tbagroiuid  nwf  already  have 
been  trodden,  the  range  is  so  e?ttensive,  the  prospects  so  variou?,  and  the 
objects  so  numerous,  that  new  scenes  arc  not  difliciik  to  be  exhibited,  nor 
those  before  observed  to  be  sketched  in  diiierent  positions,  as  seen  (rum 
difocnt  ponua  of  viev.  The  la|Me  of  ten  or  tw^ve  years,  having  ma^ 
tmaUj  dbanged  the  aspect  of  the  poKtiGal  horison  la  eveiy  part  of  the 
ararid*  has  also  given  coope  for  near  suggestions  and  reflections  which 
could  not  exist' when  the  voyage  made-,  but  which  arc  paru'cularly  ap- 
plicable to  the  present  time.  Besides,  every  foreign  country,  though  it 
may  have  been  visited  by  fifty  different  voyagers,  wili  slid  present  something 
new  for  the  observation  of  the  fiftyr&tt.  Sndiavailety  of  objects  paubeibte 
die  Tie«  of  an  attentive  tcavdkr,  afibrdfa^  ao  vide  a  range  for  observa* 
don  and  leiecdoa,  diat  there  is  little  daqg^of  the  inatetials  behig  spae^ly 
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nrliamMnl.  U  najr  be  bbwnrcd,  fikeRi^  that  die  tune  objeett  ate 

arable  of  exciting  a  greater  or  less  degree  'of  dtferest  according  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  viewed  and  represented,  and  the  colouring  that 
is  given  to  them-  The  Voyage  d'un  Phihsophc,  by  Monsieur  Le  Poivre, 
contains  in  point  of  £u:t  no  new  discoveries,  very  little  information^  and 
that  litd^  not  alvayi  eomcc^-  andaboundiin  de^autbn}  yet  it  ii  abook 
that  jAmcjt  has  been  and  must  comhnie  to  be  read  vidt  pteature^  and 
one  fmn  vhich  iome  inicrtiedon  may  be  derived* 

The  Author  is  not  unaware  of  an  objection  that  may  be  urged  against  the 
present  work,  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  the  stay  made  at  each  of  the 
places  wluch  were  viiited  on  the  Toy^  HeeertaiiliydaetBOtaManioiet 
up  pietemiopt  to  ample  and  aocurale  iafecmadon  on  every  tol^  which 
he  faai  itttioduced  :  a  book  of  voyages  or  travels  does  not  indeed  jraply  it  j 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  has  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  by  him  who  makes 
a  proper  use  of  his  eyes  and  his  ears,  much  knowledge  may  be  collected 
within  the  ttphere  of  his  observations,  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days.  It 
has  justly  been  remarked,  that  a  person  will  i^taina  more  correct  notion  of 
tdtj  ortowa  Jnm  validly  die  length  of  one  of  its  prindpal  streets  than 
fiom  the  most  detailed  dem^lian.  Tlie  truth  of  dte  d»ervation  wll  be 
felt  by  every  one  who  may  have  passed  up  one  side  and  down  the  othor 
of  the  High  Street  in  Oxford. '  In  like  manner  the  natural  historian,  in 
skimming  over  the  surface  of  a  country,  will  be  able  (o  seize  and  to  corn, 
municate  a  more  distinct  and  comprehensive  vie*  of  its  productions,  and 
their  valo^  than  one  who*  %noinnt  of  natttral  history,  tball  have  passed  bis 
whole  life  upon  the  spot*  And  here  the  Author  cannot  but  lament  bis  own 
want  of  knowledge,  and  consequently  the  deficiency  of  bis  materials,  in  this 
part  of  his  subject.  It  was  in  the  progress  of  the  voyage  he  was  first  made 
sensible  of  the  high  and  important  advantages  which  a  competent  knowledge 
of  natural  iustory  is  capable  of  imparting.  To  him  dins  iPttracted,  every 
fiving  aeaiarc^  however  contemptible  it  nay  appear  to  common  ey«s^ 
every  plant  that  ^ows,  from  the  stately  irtc  of  the  forest  down  to  the 
hombk  moss;  every  stone*  from  the  qarkling  diamond  to  the  duU 
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'  *  pd)ble  that  strews  bis  path ;  in  short,  every  object  m  tlie  creation,  how> 

ever  in^giiilkMit  ift  ordinary  attmiiioii,  k  capable  ef  csdting  in  the 
natnnfitt  a  livdy  degree  of  imerHt.  Whether  he  oay  dMUMe  to  tUoU 

the  flowery  fields,  or  cUmb  the  mountain's  brow,  or  walk  tlic  street,  or 
sail  upon  xhc  nccin,  he  has  at  all  times  and  on  all  occasions  the  means 
within  himstif  of  ilcririn;;  fmm  the  surrounding  objects  a  pleasure  and  an 
advantage  denied  to  those  who  have  neglected  the  study  of  this  valuable 
bcwch  of  Kiaiee.  Snch  vSI  onfy  laeet  «idi  dreary  wastes,  and  feel  no 
,    other  MuaikQ  tbaa  diat  ot  woiiness,  where  the  obaemr  of  aatuie 

(  **  Finds  tMgvct « trtctf  books  in  the  running  brookti 

I  **  Sennomiii  it(niai»  •ndgoodiacvcTjtluiv." 

.  *  .  But  not  to  hiiiiicif  alone  are  confined  the  superior  advantages  which  ne- 

cessarity  re&ult  from  the  knowledge  of  natural  history.  Without  a 
vytteoiatic  dasMfieadoo,  k  it  next  to  imponible  to  eommunicate  to  oihen 
diatuict  idfttt  of  ncf  paxdcular  object  anoog  the  almoie  cndlen  larietf 
that  occurs  in  the  universe.  To  say  that  an  unknown  plant  reieinbles  such 
a  plant  that  is  kno^n,  when  perhaps  in  point  of  fact  they  are  totally  un- 
like, except  ill  the  shape  of  a  leaf,  is  conveying  not  only  vague  l.ut  faulty 
ioformation.  The  Author  would,  therefore,  most  earnestly  recommend 
to  every  young  person,  and  more  particularly  to  loch  as  be  deigned 
Ibr  travel,  the  stadj  of  natmal  faiMnry;  fay  wfaieh  he  cootrtbuie 
largely  to  the  stock  of  bis  own  pleasures,  as  well  as  to  the  real  infiMnnatkm 
of  those  to  whom  he  way  afierwaida  oommuaicate  hit  obienrationft 

The  moral  and  physical  advancement  or  retardatiun  of  Europeans  in  their 
fbidgD  aettlenuBtf ;  (he  influence  of  thcircondiict  on  that  of  the  nativeB,  and 
in  effect  in  promoting  the  happinesa  or  increanng  the  misery  of  the  latter,  in 
accelerating  or  retarding  their  progress  towards  civilizs? ion ;  their  cndest' 
vours  to  extend  the  cultivation  of  such  articles  of  colonial  produce  as  are 
valuable  for  local  consumption  or  for  commerce,  are  subjects  of  the  highest 
i  -    importance  to  the  concerns  of  humanity,  but  sucli  as  can  only  be  ac- 

coratdy  represented  after  tong 'and  patient  investigation,  conducted  with< 
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out  paitbfity  and  «^ont  urgodke.  On  those  sobjectt,  therefore,  nbre 
will  not  be  expected  in  the  present  voik  tbm  what  the  time  afibrded  the 
man*  of  acquirini;. 

So  little  it  known  to  European*  of  the  kiagdom  of  Coddnefatoa»  Aat 
every  piece  of  authentic  infiMmation  mpecting  it  may  be  considered  as 
valuable.   Tbe  historical  sketch  of  the  affairs  of  this  country  for  the  last 

thirty  Ycirs,  the  lapiJ  prn^rrr^  m.-alc  by  the  rxtrnordinary  talents  and 
cxerticns  ol  the  present  King  in  t'nc  recovery  of  ii:c  ancient  domains  of 
that  country  out  of  the  hands  of  usurpers,  the  treaty  concluded  between 
him  and  Lquis  XVI.  of  France,  and  the  catnei  which  annulled  dm  tiecty, 
will  be  found  important  in  a  national  and  political  point  of  view.  The 
substance  of  this  sketch  is  taken  from  a  manutcript  meaunr  drawn  up  by 
Captain  Barissy,  a  French  nnval  ofUccr  who,  havin^^  several  ycir5  ccim- 
Miandcd  a  frigate  in  the  service  of  the  King  of  Cochinchina  nn.l  being  aii 
able  and  iateliigent  tuan,  had  tbe  means  and  the  opportunity  oi^  coltectiog 
accurate  infiMrmation*  That  die  English  East  India  Company  know  ao 
very  little  of  a  country  of  such  extent  and  importance  aa  Coddnehitia  it, 
though  situated  nearly  in  the  direct  track  of  their  China  fleets,  and  sup- 
plying many  valuable  articles  for  the  China  market,  is  not  a  littl<;  sur> 
prising.  It  is  to  be  feaied,  however,  that  the  growing  influence  of  the 
French,  already  too  powerful  in  that  country,  will  uuly  draw  their  serious 
attention  towards  it  wbcn  it  is  too  late  to  take  advantage  of  diote  fi»POor> 
able  dreumstancet  which  have  long  presenled  themsdvct.  Weie  die 
enetny  to  renew^  thit  treaty  and  employ  actively  against  us  die  ferae  that 
was  intended  for  the  purpose*  just  when  the  French  revolution  put  an  end 
to  all  the  plans  of  tKe  old  government,  it  is  exceedingly  doubtful  whether 
the  East  India  Company  could  any  longer  be  able  to  maintain  their  valuable 
commerce  with  Chma. 

The  Journey  mto  die  bitetior  of  SoutlMrn  Africa,  iiisertedVs  «  tup* 

ptcnientary  article  at  the  end  of  the  Voy^e,  was  undertaken  by  the  Mder 
and  at  the  expense  of  the  Cape  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  ditoover- 
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iDg  vbedier  any  and  what  tribti  of  aatite  iiilwhitMHt,  dwelling  to  die 
■ocdMMtvnrd  of  die  ooloiiy,  migbt  potiett  a  anfficient  atodc  of  lionied 

cattle,  beyond  the  supply  of  their  own  wants,  to  iqibce  the  vast  numbers 
which  had  perished  in  the  settlement  in  the  course  of  a  dry  and  sickly 
teaton.  Mr.  Trutcr  member  of  the  Court  of  Justice  and  Mr.  SomL-rvillc 
the  garrison  surgeon  were  appointed  Commissioners  of  the  expedition. 
The  manuscript  jounud,  of  iridch  die  Audior  baa  availed  himielf,  was 
wibN&inDtttdibgrMr.  Tniter.  It  oootaiu  a  plain  and  det»]e4  nanadve 
ef  aU  dicir  proceedings,  at  for  instance  die  exact  daie  th^  travelled  on 
each  day,  the  names  of  the  places  where  they  baited,  the  number  of  sheep 
bought  and  consumed,  the  quailtitv  cf  knives,  beads,  flints  and  steels 
given  in  exchange  for  every  ox  they  procured,  of  tobacco  distributed 
among  the  Hottentots,  and  a  vaiiety  of  odier  matters  wittdi  Mr.  Tntter, 
m.  hk  official  capacity,  dipoght  it  his  doty  to  nodoe,  but  which  die  mm- 
ktor  oonoeived  might  very  piopedy  be  omitted  witiioat  dimiiiiihhjg  the 
intereit.  He  thinks  it  right  at  the  same  time  to  observe,  that  ^Tr.  Tracer 
iliesponsible  only  for  the  facts  and  descriptions  ;  and  that,  from  his  own 
knowledge  of  the  country,  the  Author  has  taken  the  liberty  to  introduce 
many  of  his  own  remarks  and  obsenrations.  From  this  journal  he  has  also 
hid  dmm,  oa  bia  owa  rednced  charts  a  route  of  the  jooniey,'  idiich, 
though  probably  not  ttzicdy  accurate,  will  be  fiiaad  aoffidndy  ao  for  dse 
avittaaee  of  tenre  uaMlkn. 

This  article  might  perhaps,  with  more  propriety,  have  formed  an  ap- 
pendix to  the  Author's  "  Travels  in  Southern  Airica,"  being  intimately 
coanected  with  dw  same  aabject.  At  die  time,  hovem-,  when  his  Second 
TolinM  of  tliat  woikwaa  potto  diepraa,  be  imdentood  itwaa  tbeitttentioii 
cf  llr.  Somerviile  to  publish  an  account  of  the  expedition  of  which  he  bore  a 
part,  and  for  which  he  was  consequently  better  qualified  than  any  other  per- 
son i  he  therefore  forebore,  on  tiiis  account,  making  use  of  the  materials  then 
in  his  hands.  But  as  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  once  again  a  British  settle* 
aaent,  and  aa  Ifr.  Somennlle  aacna  to  have  wfaoBy  abandoned  die  idea 
'  of  fiivonring  the  paUic  anth  whatever  infennatioii  he  Imj  have  colt 
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lected,  die  Audwr  deems  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  make  known  to  the 
public  the  extent  to  wliich  di>covcrks  have  already  been  pushed  im'^  the 
southern  pari  of  the  continer.t  of  Atrica  ;  and  from  the  intelligence  wincii 
is  herein  contained  respecting  the  civilized  Barrdoosy  he  cannot  suppress 
a  hope  that  the  Afiacan  AnociatUiii  will  tw  bduoed  to  pniecate  ibdr  db- 
oofenet  in  Southern  as  vdl  as  Nocibeni  Afiica,  cspedaUy  as  the  |m»» 
session  of       Cape  holds  out  such  great  facilities  fat  die  undertaking. 
Here  there  are  no  inhumtin  and  unrelenting  Moors  to  ^oppose  and  harass 
tlie  prngrei!s  of  the  travel ier ;  he  can  here  proceed  wirhout  nitjjcstation 
over  wide  trackless  plains  as  secure  as  they  arc  solitar)-,  and  pass  with  equal 
Mcvrity  diKM^  a  saeceidoa  of  ndld  and  Ikarmlsst  tnhabitaitts.  And. 
though  Southern  Afioca  hoasts  not  of  a  l^jtr,  it  has  its  G»iep  or  Orange 
"River,  v  boie  magnitude  and  known  length  of  course  are  aufficientljr  i» 
markable  to  make  the  source  of  the  one  an  object  of  interest  as  well  as 
the  vent  of  the  other.    Bur,  what  is  of  mnc!t  rreriter  importance  to  hu-  • 
manity,  the  traveller  will  here  have  the  satisfaction  to  tind  that,  in  the 
interior  and  central  parts  ol  the  southern  continent,  a  state  of  slavery  it 
not  the  prcdcstbed  and  ineritable  lot  of  tbenative  AfHcan.   He  may  hera 
likeirise  pnMiiae  to  hiinsdf  a  constant  suceesdoa  of  new  objects,  m  vnxf 
branch  of  natural  history.    It  was  a  common  observation  among  the 
Romans,  which  they  borrowed  from  the  Greeks,  that  "  Africa  ahniys 
**  affords  something  new  j"  the  justness  of  which,  as  the  late  journey  sufli- 
cienily  proves,  huUs  good  in  our  own  times.   In  fact,  the  geography,  the  ua- 
tuial  productitms,  and  die  various  tribes  of  nadves  infaabiihig  the  intoior 
parts  of  this  great  cootinent  inay  yet  ho  omiideted  as  unknown ;  and  oon> 
sequently  a  wide  field  is  here  presented  for  the  researches  of  the  inqidsidM  ^ 
and  philosoi^hical  traveller.     Little  was  it  suspected  that  at  no  greater 
distance  irum  the  southern  angle  oi  Africa  (which  has  now  btcn  colonized 
near  two  hundied  years)  than  seven  hundred  miles,  and  not  more  than 
three  hundred  miles  from  the  skim  of  the  C^qie  settlement,  a  tribe  of 
nadves  should  fiar  the  lint  time  have  been  discovered  (for  notliing  «as 
known  of  them  but  from  vague  report)  within  the  last  five  years:— U 
people  living  together  in  iaige  sodetia,  in  peace,  lecurity,  and  hajifKuen ; 
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vlioie  diief  plaee  of  iwiilBm.ii'  fenned  a  town,  embracmg  a  population  oi 
anrly  fifteen  dMannd  toub!  Sdll  Icn  did  our  travdlen  expect  to  hear 
«f  odier  aociidei  dvdKiig  in  towns  anar  timet  the  extent  cl  AatiHudk 
di^  nw  with  their  own  eyes,  at  the  dbtance  only  of  a  few  days'  journey 
beyond  the  spot  to  which  they  themselves  had  proceeded.  These  facts 
being  now  established,  the  Author  cannot  forbear  repeating  how  strongly 
he  entertains  a  hope  that  the  African  Association  will  feel  an  irresistible 
w|Nilie  to  open  «p  intaraonne  vidi  die  Bamhot,  and  not  loae  die  & 
tonnble  opportunity  wMdinowpitiente  itself  of  mending  onr  knowledge 
flfSoodwm  Afiaca. 

The  Author  deems  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  tiling  respecting  the  En- 
gravings which  illustrate  and  embellish  his  book.  As  works  of  art  they 
•peak  for  diemadvea;  and  lie  kaa  only  toobaerv^  dut  they  are  ftiddol 
itpicaentatiou  of  dioae  oljectt  whidi  diey  profeaa  to  ieicribe. 
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THA  ISLAND  OF  MADBIKA. 


ThtBayef  Bitcay-'Cmrm  tttlb^  mf  lh  JlMSKurrwHMi  ti^kkud  by  M 

C^tMrai— Franciscan  Ctnvattt        (h>a$aber  <f  SidSb^iWHiiNrisc-** 

Climate  and  Diseasct — Condition  tf  tbt  Mjabitanti — Portuguese  Beggars^ 
CIcrjy — English  Inhabitants — Discovery  of  the  Island — its  Defences-^ 
Pi  .auctions — filncs — /tew  and  to  what  AmmU  exported— Fury  Meteor. 

the  S6lh  of  September  1793,  oar  little  Bqaadron»  con- 

RiBting  of  the  Lion  ship  of  vrar  of  slxty>four  guns,  the  Hin- 
dostun  Indiaman,  and  the  Juckal  Brig>  sailed  from  Spithcad 
with  a  fair  and  fresh  breeze,  which,  as  we  proceeded  down 
the  British  Channel,  increased  to  an  equinoetiril  gale  from 
the  south--west,  and  compelled  us  to  seek  for  sliLlicr  in  Torbay. 
Hue  \vc  remained  two  days,  when,  the  wind  becoming  rao- 
dt  iair  and  favourable,  wc  a^ain  put  to  sea  and  rolled  ra- 
pidly across  the  bay  ol"  liihcay,  which,  like  the  "  Wavering 
Nation,"  as  Sbakspcarc  aptly  caHs  it,  whose  shores  it  lares,  is 


COCHINCHINA,  » 

^c,  ^c.  ^c. 
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ever  in  n  state  of  rcsllcssness,  even  in  the  midst  of  a  calm. 
There  arc  few  sei  nes  ia  uaiurc  so  terrific  and  f>ubliuic,  so  well 
calculated  to  iuipiess  the  niiud  with  wonder  and  admiration, 
as  a  storm  at  sea ;  and  tremendously  awful  must  soch  a  scene 
have  appeared  to  bim, 

**  Who  first  to  the  wild  Ocean's  rage 
Lauach'd  the  bail  bark,  and  beard  tbe  wbda  enpge 

As  we  approached  Cape  Finistcrrc  the  water  became 
much  smoother,  but  at  the  same  time  the  effects  of  the  well- 
known  current,  which  flows  incessanti}'  towards  tlic  ^Jeditcr- 
raiican,  l^gaii  to  be  sensibly  felt — a  current  which,  m  the 
strait  oi"  Gibraltar,  is  so  strong  as  to  prevent  ships  from  pass- 
ing into  the  Atlantic  with  a  westerly  hrpejto,  however  mode- 
rate. This  phenomenon  ha»  jn  part  been  explained  by  the 
hypothesis  of  tbe  learnt  and  ingenious  Doctor  Hallej,  which 
supposes  tbe  quantity  of  water  evaporated  from  tbe  surface 
of  the  Mediterranean  to  be  greater  than  tbe  quantitj  thrown 
into  it  by  the  rains  and  rivers,  and  consequently  that,  in 
order  to  preserve  the  level  by  supplying  the  deficiency,  there 
must  necessarily  be  a  constant  tendency  of  the  Atlantic  to 
rush  into  the  Mediterran«in.  -  It  has  since,  however,  been 
supposed,  tliougli  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends  not 
proved,  that  an  under-eurrcnt  sets  as  constantly  out  of 
the  Mediterranean  into  the  Atlantic.  It  is  always  plea- 
sant to.  hud  ingenious  theory  corroborated  by  simple  facts ; 
and  as  the  following  experiment,  communicated  to  me  by 
Admiral  Patton,  applies  so  directly  to  tbe  point,  and  accounts 
for  tbe  two  cnnents  in  a  mvmer  so  satisfactory,  I  shall  tran- 
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scribe  it  without  raakino;  any  comnirnt.  'I'lie  Admiral  took 
up  a  small  flask  of  salt  water  in  t|ie  Atlantic  Uceari,  near  Ca{>e 
Saint  \  iiH-onl,  w  liich  wpiglirfl  ^'im.  5drs.  The  same  quan- 
tity, in  l)iilk,  of  salt  ualLT  taken  u[j  Ijy  liim  in  tlio  MciJiLur- 
ranean  near  Miiiuica,  waa  iuund  to  be  13  gtaius  heavier. 
Two  decanters  were  afterwards  filled,  ooe  with  fresb,  the  other 
with  salt  water,  their  specific  grarities  difieriag  in  the  above 
proporttoo*  and  the  fresh  water  tinged  with  red  colouring 
matter.  The  decanters  being  placed  horiiontallj,  and  their 
necks  closely  luted,  a  grednal  interchange  of  their  contents 
was  o|;iserved  to  take  jilace,  the  fresh  and  coloured  wat^ 
making;  its  way  through  the  up|>er,  and  the  salt  water  in  a 
contrary  direction  thnuT'jjli  the  lower,  part  of  the  necks ;  being 
a  just  rcpreseiita;ion  oi  tlie  ii[ipcr  and  undercurrents,  which 
are  supposed  to  How  in  contrary  directions  through  the 
stjuit  of  Gibraltar. 

Welcome  as  the  sight  of  land  must  always  be  after  a  sea* 

voyage,  it  will  be  doubly  so  to  the  passenger  who,  for  the 
first  time,  has  been  bulTetted  by  the  billows  of  the  Bay  of 
Biscay.  Yet  the  appearance  of  the  mountainous  island  of 
Madeira,  enveloped,  as  it  usually  is,  in  the  obscurity  of  a 
dense  cloud,  is  far  from  being  inviting.  So  rarely  indeed  is 
its  irloomy  mantle  drawn  aside,  that  wiien  Gonsalez  Zarco 
diicuvcred  tiie  island  of  Porto  Santo,  though  at  the  distance 
only  of  40  miles  from  Madeira,  he  rennuacd  at  the  former 
for  a  length  of  time,  without  even  conjecturing  that  the  latter 
luigUi  be  habitable  land.  He  and  his  people  had  observed 
with  marked  attention  the  thick  bladi  cloud  hovering  con* 
itantly  over  the  same  spot  of  the  honaon;  an  appeaianoo 
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wbicli  iii-iiircc!  them  with  a  supcr^^titious  and  reverential  aw^ 
being  firmiy  persuaded,  as  mea  weie  ia  those  da^  s,  tiiat 

"  .  Tis  not  vain  or  fabulotM 

(Though  so  catcfii-.M  by  :,Ii.ilIou'  ii^nnrsncT* 

What  the  sage  poets,  taught  by  th'  heavenly  muse^ 

Stoiy'il  of  old  in  bigh  inmonid  f«ne> 

Of  dire  cliimeras  and  incllllHed  Mta, 

And  ri£ted  lock^,  whoae  entnuice  leada  to  hdL" 

In  fact,  it  was  the  popular  conjecture,  that  this  settled 
gloom  might  be  suspended  over  one  of  the  mouths  of  hell. 

T\\c  point  ol  elevation,  at  which  this  cloud  rests  on  the 
brow  ot"  the  mountain,  n  said  to  be  regulated  generally  by  the 
course  of  the  sun  ;  thjatinc;  at  hh  meridian  altiiutlc  as  a  thia 
fleece  on  the  aerial  summit,  ami  ilcst  rivdrng  as  lie  biuks  into  the 
western  horizon  in  dense  volumes  to  the  skirts  of  the  town, 
over  which  it  remains  suspended  during  the  whole  night.  As 
the  next  rising  sun  gradually  dissipates  this  heavy  vapour,  a 
«iccessi<Hi  of  objects,  full  at  least  of  novelty  to  the  8tranger,and 
of  great  variety,  is  unfolded  to  the  eye.  On  the  sweeping  shore 
of  a  spacious  bay,  whose  extreme  points  are  high  and  rngged 
volcanic  rocks,  is  situated  the  town  of  Fuocbal,  the  white  build- 
ings of  which,  contrasted  with  the  surrounding  rocks  of  black 
lava,  and  the  lively  venture  nttlie  plantations  on  the  brow  of  the 
mountain,  convey  ntiilieran  nnpleasing  nor  an  unpicturesque 
effect.  Interspersed  among  tht^e  |)lantatiuns  arc  nnnicrons 
delightful  villas,  churches,  chapels,  and  convents,  various  in 
point  of  tbrm  and  bitualiou,  and  mounting  one  above  the 
Other  on  the  steep  acclivity,  till  they  are  lost  in  the  obscurity 
of  the  hanging  cloud.  The  highest  visible  object  that  parti- 
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cularly  catcbrs  the  eve  is  the  convent  of  No^^r;  ^enhom  do 
Monte,  our  Ladif  of  the  Mountain^  which,  heir;2,  siu  sounded  by 
gardens  :uirl  *r!oves  and  avenues  of  clicsuui-Uees",  appears 
as  if  burit'd  in  liie  midst  of  a  forest.  The  wide  open  bay 
with  the  iibi[>|)iL>g  at  anchor,  tlie  namerous  cnift  on  the  beach» 
the  Ilkeo  or  £00  rock»  a  hage  insulated  mass  of  black  lava, 
•unnounted  with  batteries,  constitute  a  foreground  that  is 
veil  suited  to  the  grandeur  of  the  soenery  on  shore.  But  the 
annexed  view  of  that  part'of  the  island  immediately  over  the 
town,  i-educed  from  a  drawirig  taken  by  Mr.  Daniell,  on 
iKMkrd  a  ship  at  anchor  in  the  buy,  will  rccal  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  those,  who  may  have  virn  cd  it  from  the  same  situation, 
its  gcnnal  leal  111  (  s  as  tliey  appear  from  thence,  better  than 
any  description  wlucU  1  can  pretend  to  give. 

The  bay  of  Fnnchal,  at  all  times  indiiferent  as  a  place  of 
anchorage  for  shipfHog^  is  considered  as  extremely  dangerous 
from  the  antntnnal  to  the  remal  equinox,  when  the  8tix»og 

southerly  winds  cause  a  high  and  rolling  s'vell  of  the  sea  to 
•  be  tlirown  in  u{)on  thesboie* '  Poor  Mackintosh,  who  com-  > 
mandcd  the  Ilmdostan,  was  in  a  state  of  constant  alarm  and 
uneasiness  while  we  remained  here,  harin  j  on  a  forhier  visit 
to  this  place  lost  his  sliij),  when  every  soul  on  board  perished  : 
he  and  his  rook  escaped  tiie  melancholy  fate  of  their  compa- 
liioiis  by  being  011  shore. 

Hovr  decdtful  are  oftimes  the  fairest  appearances;  and 
how  iirequentty  is  the  beauty  of  objects,  when  viewed  from  a 
distance  converted  into  real  deformity  on  a  nearer  approach  t 
After  a  difficnlt  and  disagreeable  landing,  on  account  of  the 
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surge,  whicli  Ijreaks  with  violence  on  a  rough  pebbled  beach, 
tbe  passenger  enters  direcUj  into  tbe  iiregular  and  meanly 
built  town  of  Funchal,  whose  streets  are  narrow,  crooked,  and 
.  dirtj,  aonie  paired  with  small  pointed  pebbles,  that  seem  to 
piercilB  through  the  soles  of  the  shoes  at  every  step,  and  others, 
without  any  pavement  but  the  ridges  of  schistose  lava  breaking 
through  the  surface,  whose  points  are  not  less  sharp  than  the  for- 
n>er.  The  monntaiti  rills  trickle  throusrh  sonic  of  the  streets  in 
their  passage  to  the  bay  ;  but,  iiiNtcad  of  contribnting  to  tbe 
cleanliness  of  the  town,  tbcac  little  blicanilcts  are  productive 
of  everj  kind  of  nuisance.    Here  the  inliabitaaU  wa&h  their 
clothes,  clean  their  fisbj  deposit  the  offals  of  butcheiV  shops,  x 
empty  the  contents  of  their  night-machines,  and,  in  sboft» 
bring  together  all  the  filthy  and  offensive  materials  that  are 
collected  or  generated  in  the  town.  Tbe  number  of  hogs  that 
are  attracted  by  this  plentifol  supply  of  provender,  and  thitt 
are  sufiered  to  run  loose  about  the  streets,  is  another  source 
of  annoyance  to  the  passenger;  for  these  four-legged  gentry 
are  so  familiar,  that  he  who  happens  to  walk  the  length  of  a 
street  \vithout  being  gently  l)rusl)ed  by  some  of  them  may 
consider  himself  as  being  in  great  luck.  i 

The  few  good  dwelling-houses  that  are  found  in  the  town 
arc  those  which  are  occupied  by  the  British  merchants,  who 
have  established  themselves  here  in  the  wine  ttade;  these 
bouses  are  in  general,  sufficiently  spacioust  but  neither  com- 
modious nor  comfortable.  These  and  a  few  others  ex- 
oeptedi  all  the  rest  have  rather  a  mean  appearance.  Their  roofs 
are  chiefly  covered  with  tiles,  on  which  large  loose  stones  arc 
laid  to  prevent  their  being  carried  away  by  the  blasts  of 
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wind  that  occa'^ionally  blow  with  great  violence  from  the 
iiiouMtaiiis  behind  tlie  tow  n.  The  i  xti  at  of  Funchal  may  be 
nearly  a  mile  iu  a  line  parallel  witb  ibe  beacU*  aud  rather 
more  than  half  a  mile  ia  depth.  It  is  aaid  to  contaia  t«o\ 
thousaod  houses,  occupied  by  about  twdve  thousand  inha^ 
bitaats.  There  are  besides  six  other  small  towns  or  rilldges 
on  the  island*  the  whole  popuhition  of  which,  indiudiiig 
Fuochalr  is  eslitnated  to  amount  to  about  ninety  thousand 
persons. 

At  a  little  distance  behind  the  (rovcrnuient-house,  which 
stands  within  the  tort  I.orcn(  o,  and  overlooks  the  bay,  the 
Passao  Publico,  the  public  mall,  a  sliort  but  very  pretty  walk, 
well  shaded  with  oraDge  or  lime  trees,  willows  and  poplars. 
On  one  side  of  the  entrance  stands  the  theatre,  which  is  sel- 
dom opened,  and  on  the  other  the  hospital.  Funchal,  like 
other  towns  and  cities  of  Roman  Catholic  countries,  has  no 
scarcity  of  churches  and  oonmits ;  but  we  met  with  little  in 
any  of  them  that  could  be  considered  as  deserving;  of  parti- 
cular  notice.  The  beams  and  the  roof  of  the  cathedral  are 
pointed  out  to  strangers  as  being  of  cedar,  a  species  of  tree 
with  which  it  is  said  the  island  was  at  its  discovery  nearly 
covered.  Another  cmiosiiy  which  is  shewn  iu  the  town  is  a 
■  chamber  in  one  of  the  win'/s  of  the  Franciscan  convent,  the 
walls  aud  ceiling  of  wliicb  are  completely  covered  with  rows 
of  human  skulls  and  human  thigh  bones,  so  arranged  that 
in  the  obtuse  angle  made  by.  every  pair  of  the  lat(er„  cross- 
ing each  other  obli<|uely,  is  placed  a  skull.  The  only  vacant 
space  that  appears  is  in  the  centre  of  the  side  opposite  to 
the  door,  on  which  there  b  an  estcaordinaiy  painting  above 
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a  kind  of  al?;!r,  but  what  the  svibjcct  is  intended  to  represent 
I  am  ivdily  ui  a  loss  to  decide.  A  ligure  in  the  picture, 
inteDdcd  probably  for  St.  Francis,  the  patron  saint,  seems  to 
be^teot  OD  trying  ia  a  balance  the  companitiTe  weight  of  % 
sinnv  and  a  saint.  But  the  very  accniate  dmwing  from 
wbiclpt  the  annexed  print  was  taken,  and  with  which  I  have 
been^voured'by  Mr.  Danielle  will  perhaps  best  explais 
the  subject.  A  dirty  lamp  suspended  from  the  ceiling,  and 
just  glimmering  in  the  socket,  served  dimly  to  1-1  r  up  this 
dismal  den  of  skulls.  The  old  monk  who  attended  as  shew- 
\  man  wn«^  very  careful  to  impress  m  with  the  idea  that  they 

Mere  all  nlics  of  lioly  men  who  bad  died  on  liie  island;  but 
I  suspi  et  they  nmst  occasionally  have  robbed  the  church- 
yard {jf  a  lew  lay-brethren,  and  perhaps  now  and  -then  of  a 
heretic,  (as  strangers  arc  interred  in  their  burying  ground,)  in 
order  to  aocumukte  suc^  a  prodigious  number  which,  on  a 
rough  computation,  I  should  suppose  to  amount  to  at  least 
three  thousand.  The  skull  of  one  of  the  holy  brotberiiood 
was  pointed  out  as  having  a  lock-jaw,  which  occasioned  his 
death  ;  and,  from  the  garrulity  of  our  attendant,  I  have  no 
doubt  we  might  have  heard  the  history  of  many  more  equally 
importniit,  which,  though  thrown  nnay  upon  us  who  had  no 
taste  for  craniology.  v.ould,  in  all  j)robabi!ify,  have  been 
highly  interesting  to  JJocior  Gail,  the  tain  nis  lecturer  on 
•  skulls  ia  \  i  una.  On  taking  have  we  depuc.iud  our  mite 
on  the  allar,  as  charity  to  the  convent,  wliich  seems  to  be 
the  principal  object  in  view  of  collecting  and  exhibiting  this 
memaUo  mori  of  the  monastic  and  mendicant  order  of  St. 
Francis. 
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Thm  are  oilier  convents,  to  which  young  women  are  tonu^ 
times  sent  for  the  purpose  of  completing  thdic  education ;  but 
not  a  single  instance  of  the  veil  haWng  been  taken  occurs  for 
many  years  past.   Married  women  also,  who  are  particulariy 

tenacious  of  their  ciiaracter,  and  who  wish  to  be  considered  as 
models  of  cliastity  anH  virtue,  somelhiH-s  rrtim  into  a  convent 
duritijLT  the  absence  of  thtiir  husbands.  In  those  which  were 
visited  by  our  party,  we  saw  only  a  tew  ant.i(|uated  vjroins, 
who  atfeeted  n  rnnsidrrable  de<jrf*e  fit"  sin ness  ;  and  thourjh 
their  air  miw!  ^vncral  appearance  w nv  !i<>i  ill  ealoulated  to 
insj)!n*  lit'liiigs  of  pity,  it  was  not,  liuwever,  of  that  kind 
which  "  melts  the  soul  to  love,"  but  whose  less  powerful  in- 
fluence pleads  rather  to  the  purse  than  to  die  heart:  aud^ 
accordingly  we  gave  them,  what  was  considered  to  be  the  most 
acceptable,  a  fow  dollars  in  exchange  tor  pieces  of  paper  cut 
into  representations  of  the  virgin,  and  saints,  and  crucifixes. 
A  general  languor,  occasioned  by  confinement  and  the  unvaried 
insipidity  of  a  monastic  life,  fre.cpu-ntly  passes  in  the  nun  as 
the  token  of  patient  resignation ;  and  we  arc  apt  to  attach  a 
lively  interest  to  yoiuig  females,  who  are  thus  so  cruelly,  as 
we  suj)pose,  separated  for  e^cr  frf>m  :«11  society  exeept  that 
of  each  other:  but  it  is  by  no  nit  aus  clear  that  \yo  do  not 
often  as(  nl)t>  to  [><  rsons  undf  i  vucii  circnnistanec^  u(*ti«>r»s  oi' 
purity  anil  dt  lieaey,  which  arc  more  romantic  than  jnst.  It 
is  extremely  doubtful  if  they  possess  those  exalted  iseutiiiietits, 
nice  feelings,  and  sound  understanding,  which  prevail  among 
females  of  those  cmmtrieii  where  they  are  allowed  to  enjoy 
unxestrained  freedom.  Tlie  education  of  the  former  is  suited  to 
prepare  theuj  for  their  future  condition :  tliey  are  held  in  such 
Uttle  consideration  in  their  own  family,  that  they  are  fully 
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aware  they  cannot  be  len  esteemed  m  a  eonvent ;  aikl  thej^ 
make  (tie  sacrifice  of  tlieir  liberty  under  the  ouisoling  reflec- 
tion that»  by  so  doing,  they  shall  secure  everlasting  happiness 
in  the  world  to  come. 

The  resitlencc  of  a  few  days  amonc:  n  foreign  people  cannot 
be  .su|i[i  Hrd  to  furnish  murh  information  of  their  manners, 
cliai.i!  i-  i .        roiKlition.    ll  it  cjuires  no  little  time  to  get 
r\f\  (  tOui  itwii  pieiudi<  ts  ;  aiul,  while  labouring  under  the  in- 
tiueiice  of  liiose,  we  are  apt  to  forget  th6  making  of  a  due 
allowance  for  the  prejudices  of  others.   It  does  not  require, 
however,  any  \  ery  long  stiiy  at  Madeira  to  perceive  that  the 
great  bulk  of  the  peoj^le  of  Funchal,  as  in  most  other  cities, 
is  doomed  to  encounter  the  ills  of  poverty ills  that,  in  this 
country,  however,  on  which  Nature  lias  bestowed  so  fine  a 
climate,  would  seem  to  be  rather  owing  to  some  mismanage- 
ment on  their  own  part,  than  to  any  system  of  op[)res3a<m  in 
the  goveriHTient,  deficiency  in  the  means  of  subsistence,  or 
o»her  moral  or  physical  causes.    The  steady  anrl  moderate 
Jeiupcrature  which  this  island  enjoys  is  scarcely  excelled  in 
anv  part  of  the  world.    In  the  winter  months,  the  mereurv  in 
Fahrerdicit's  thermometer  seldom  descends  below  55",  or  rises 
higher  than  6o*;  and  the^usual  range  in  summer  is  trom  66** 
to  76*.   It  is  visited,  however,  occasionally,  but  very  rarely, 
by  a  kind  of  Sirocco  wind  from  the  eastward,  that  scorches  - 
vegetation,  and  readers  die  fur  suffocating  and  insupportable ; 
at  such  time,  the  thermometer  rises  to  90*  or  95'.  It 
cannot  be  tlu^  climate,  therefore,  that  occasions  the  meagre, 
sallow,  and  sickly  appearance  which  the  inhabitants  of  Fun« 
clial  generally  wear,  but  may  rather  be  attributed  to  the 
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poverty  of  iheir  fiiod,  which  diiefly  oontbtB  of  fish,  pumpkim, 
and  sour  wine,  or  peaucious  spirito ;  to  a  life  of  dmdgiery  and 
exposnre  to  great  vicissitade  of  diinate,  by  daily  ascending 
the  steep  and  lofly  mountains  in  search  of  fuel ;  and,  abo\'e 
all,  to  a  total  disregard  of  cleanliness.  Ah  a  corrulK>rative 
pioof  of  this  being  the  case  it  may  be  mentioned,  tliat  almost 
all  the  natives  are  infeete^  with  whnt  they  consider  an  in- 
eunible  cutaneous  diseu"i«,  a  species  ot  itcli,  wliidi  is  attended 
with  an  extraprdifuny  (Jciiree  of  vinilenc^  and  intlamniatioii. 
I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  or  heaid  oi  any  reuiarivuble 
mstanoe  of  longevity ;  and  the  dunces  are^  diat  Dr.  Pricey 
in  speaking  of  the  mortality  of  this  niand  as  one  in  My  only 
of  Uie  population,  while  ^t  of  London  he  considefs  as  one 
hi  twenty,  is  jiot  tess  inaccurate  in  tiiese  instances  than  in 
many  other  of  his  calculations. 

The  peasantry,  however,  like  all  otlier  mountaineers,  are  a 
strong,  healthy,  hardy  race  of  men,  wluwe  chief  employment 
consists  in  the  various  occupations  of  agriculture,  but  more 
particularly  in  the  cultivation  of  the  vine.  When  the  vintage 
is  over,  and  the  labours  of  Uie  \  iiicyard  suspended  for  the 
season,  several  hundreds  may  daily  be  seen  desceudiiig  the 
mountain  paUis,  in  their  way  to  the  town,  with  theirlkaimieftai^ 
or  goateldn  bags  of  wine,  slung  on  a  stick  across  the 
shoulder. 

In  all  countries  where  little  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
refinements  of  civilization,  the  drudgery  of  labour  ii^  unfiiudy 
thrown  on  the  weaker  sex.  In  our  excursion^  amonjr  the 
mountains  of  Madeira,  wc  obsenred  great  numbers  of  women,  • 
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both  old  and  yomi!;,  cifiintj,  down  broom  and  cytisus,  and 
other  fnitesront  plants,  as  fuel  to  be  used  in  the  town,  which 
they  alU'i wards  i>ear  in  large  bundles  on  ihc  head  ;  travelhn<» 
barefooted  on  sharp  stoney  roads,  and  doAvn  luglitlul  j>re- 
cipiccs,  ov^  a  distance  of  at  least  ten  or  twelve  miles  e\'eiy 
day.  llie  men,  who  are  employed  in  tlie  same  business,  go 
out  at  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  m<»ning,  in  order  that  they 
may  return  to  Funchal  before  the  heat  of  the  day*  when  it  is 
usual  to  see  them  basking  at  full  length  in  the. streets  before 
their  doojs,  conveying  to  a  straniicr  an  idea  of  theur  extreme 
indolence,  which,  however,  is  far  from  lieing  the  case  with 
this  class  of  men,  whose  chief  oeciipation  is  that  <rf  sup-* 
plying  the  Uiwn  with  fnew(M>d.  Those  who  may  prefer 
:i  hfe  of  ejise,  with  scanty  mi  als,  to  the  comfort  of  u  d<'<'ent 
livt  lihfMxl  to  be  procured  Ity  muchTate  l:i!)oitr,  are  sm  li  as  are; 
(.K'cu'-iDiiallv  employed  in  tishiiii:.  iii  siupjuiii)  wiiu's,  \\liicli  arc 
usually  siipped  to  the  l)eai  Is  on  sledges  drawn  by  uxeii,  in  snmi^- 
jjling,  or  in  furnisliing  seamen  with  wine  and  spirits.  Such 
employments  occupy  cuily  a  small  portion  of  the  day,  and 
not  many  days  in  the  week.  Some  few  are  engaged  in  the 
preparation  of  a  sort  of  white  leather  lor  boots,  coarse  wooUens 
for  caps  and  jackets,  and  striped  linens  for  trowsers.  A  linen 
or  calico  shirt,  a  pair  of  canvas  or  checked  linen  trowsera, 
and  a  red  or  blue  woollen  cap,  mostly  of  the  latter  coloar 
and  not  unlike  the  lute  sacred  end)lem  of  Gallic  liberty,  con- 
stitute their  usual  dress,  wiiich,  with  their  sahow  and  mcagix* 
looks  and  long  black  hair,  "jives  thcni  n  fcrociotis  apjiraranre, 
that  an  unpmtected  siratiuci'  wtmld  not  be  (lesiiuus  of  en- 
roiintcrinu:  in  n  lonely  [jlacr  :  yet  liiey  ai*e  in  fact  a  civil, 
harmless,  and  weii-di.sposcd  people. 
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The  dress  of  the  female  inuualain  wooil-cuttors  ronsisLs  oi 
a  shift,  a  petticoat,  aad  a  thick  cap  ur  course  hundkerchici' 
tied  about  the  head.  The  middle  daits  of  people,  who  earn 
a  Uvdihood'  by  keeping  shops,  by  carrying  on  a  petty  tralHc^  or 
by  practising  some  of  the  handicraft  trades*  are  distinguislied 
in  their  dress  from  the  vul^r  by  the  addition  of  a  hat,  shoes 
and  stockings,  and  a  long  black  cloak,  which  frequently  con- 
ceals beneaUi  its  covering  a  multitude  of  rents  and  patches. 
Their  wives  and  daughters  arc  ahuost  invariably  habited  in 
f>l:K  k  rioth  petticoats,  and  a  jacket  of  tlie  same  material, 
^'"th  a  large  hood  dniwii  (>\t'i  the  lifjid.  It  would  be  unrea- 
M  iiiihle  to  expect  thai  ihr  wdiiu-ii  ol'this  place  should  exhibit 
Uic  nioist  perfect  UHHicls  of  puril^  and  di  iiracy  :  but  w  e  were 
not  exactly  prepared  to  observe  these  howietl  matrons  and 
damsels  stepping  aside,  with  perfect  composure,  to  Uie  creeks 
and  comers  of  the  streets  and,  like  Madame  Rambouillet, 

plucking  their  roses,"  in  open  day»  and  in  full  view  of  every 
passenger. 

Kor  do  the  men,  who  affe(  t  fn  rank  among  the  upper 
classes  of  society,  appear  to  feel  those  elevated  notions  of  in- 
dependence which  attach  to  their  condition  in  other  couiitries  : 
for  instaiKT,  they  are  not  ashamed  of  begging  in  the  public 
street;-.  The  monks  of  St.  Francis  profess  it  por  amor  de 
Deos  :  and  liie  laity  beg  ibr  the  lov»?  of  themselves.  Contrary 
to  the  custom  of  our  beggars,  who  assume  at  Iciist  tlie  out- 
ward appeai'ance  of  being  objects  of  compassion,  and  fre- 
quentJy  of  disgust,  a  Portuguese  puts  on  his  best  coat  when 
he  goes  a  begging.  This  may  not  beso  much  the  case  in  Mar 
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daxa.  as  in  some  of  their  ootnm«ctal  statioiis  in  the  East, 
onoe  flouiiBhing,  nov  sank  into  ruin  and  wietchedneas.  I 
lecollect  distinctly,  when  we  were  at  Macao,  to  have  observed 
one  of  the  inhabitants  askinj^  charity  at  the  English  factory, 
dressed  in  his  bag-wig  and  sword.  Indeed  the  miserable 
people  of  that  settlement  are  half  supjiortcd  from  the  money 
that  is  either  spent,  or  given  in  chui  lty,  by  tlic  EtiL^lish  and 
other  European  houses  whii  ii  arc  cstablislied  there  tor  the 
conveuiency  ot  tiieir  oonimerc-e  witii  China. 

It  would  seem  that  the  cleigjr  of  Made^  are  not  verjr  rigid 
in  exacting  fiom  others  the  duties  of  leUgion,  nor  in  setting  an 
example  of  pious  conduct  in  their  own  penons.  On  die  con- 
trary, the  loose  inanners,  the  intemperate  mode  of  life  and  the 
free  conversation  of  many  of  the  monks  are  a  disgrace  to  the 
sacred  office  which  they  hold  :  yet  these  men  assume  to  them- 
selves the  chamctcr  of  guauiians  of  public  morals,  and,  tiiulcr 
this  cover,  sometimes  make  use  ol"  the  most  extraordinary  and 
unwarrantable  Hberties.    We  observed,  with  a^loiiishmciit,  at 
the  Govcruor's  table,  the  impertinent,  indecent,  aud  de- 
bauched conduct  of  a  drunken  fat  friar ;  and  were  equally 
Buipiised  at  the  Utile  pains  that  were  taken  to  check  his 
career.  Hiese  men  cany  about  with  them  evident  ma^  of 
good  living;  and  if  the genoal  appeaianoe  of  ^tut  inhabitants 
indicates  few  symptoms  of  plenty  or  oomdfott,  that  of  tiie 
dergy  at  least  is  such  as  even  Cccsar  mi^t  not  have  otgected 
to,  they  being 

*  — —  Men  dat  «e  fit » 

**  SkdbAeaded  mm,  and  mch  tt  tk^  e^fl^^>* 
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The  p«miiioui  ns»A  $(ditary  life  of  the  Portuguese  Ibmis  a 
ttrikifig  contrast  with  the  tpiendid  and  convivial  manner  in 
which  the  houses  of  the  En^ish  mcfcjiants  ave  constantly  kept 
open  for  the  accommodation  of  strangers  who  may  call  at  the 

island.  If  the  Etigli^ih  at  home  be  represented  by  foreigners 
as  a  cold,  formal,  and  distant  people,  they  have  at  least  a 
very  different  eliaracter  abroad.  Their  ho!<pitality  at  Madeira 
is  inibomMli'tl  ;  and  the  state  of  snripty,  thr  dcliglitful  climate, 
anil  llu"  \aiicty  with  whirh  tlie  inland  <ii)iMiU(Is,  arc  such  that 
lie,  wlu)  cduld  not  spend  here  a  few  nionlhs  will*  pit  a^uie  and 
satistaciion,  must  he  possessed  of  a  very  fastidious  t«sie.  The 
Portugucze  Governor,  however,  was  a  iiocial,  wclJ-bred,  and 
lespectable  man.  He  entered  into  all  the  parties  of  tiie 
En^ish,  during  our  stay  on  the  island.  He  gave,  also,  a 
most  sumptuous  entertainment  at  the  government-house: 
and,  as  few  nations,  beside  our  own,  exhibit  on  their  tables 
whole  animals,  as  pigs  grinning  with  oranges  in  their  mouths, 
hares  squatting  as  if  about  to  leap  down  the  throats  of  the 
hungry  guests,  and  pheasants  with  their  feathers  ready  to  fly 
after  llieni,  the  Portnfrueze  Governor,  in  compliment  to  the 
Knglisli  taste,  liad  einplovi-d  Jingli>h  cooks  tor  the  occasion  : 
a  mark  of  consideration  which  I  very  mucli  fioul)t  it'  any  of 
the  Ihitisli  uitixiiants  would  have  eondeseended  to  pay  to  the 
P(ji  tugueze  Governor ;  as  a  due  respect  for  the  customs  and 
prejudices  of  other  nations  is  certainly  not  to  be  found  in  the* 
ca^ogue  of  an  Finglishman's  gpod  qualities. 

The  Governor  of  this  settlement,  which  b  the  case  in  few 
belonging  to  Portugal,  has  a  sufliieient  allowance  to  enable 
him  to  support  the  dignity  of  hiiT  station,  and  his  powers  are 
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still  grratcr  than  his  appointaients  arc  lilwral  ;  yet  his  whole 
income  is  barely  ^000/.  a  year,  alwul  2001.  of  wliich  is  in  the  ' 
shape  of  a  present  from  the  EngUsh  mercliaiits. 

Tlic  accidental  dist  inciy  oJ  Madeira  is  atlrilMited,  by  most 
of  the  p«rly  vo valors  and  liistorians  of  PortiPiiil.  to  an  Eng- 
lishman ;  the  .sul)jcct  is  said  to  he  jiinntcd  uu  the  walls  of 
a  room  in  the  govcnunent-housc.  Whether  tlie  fact  be  n  aliy 
so  or  not,  the  advmtures  Rob^  Macham  and  the  loveljr 
Anna  d'Arfct  furnish  an  interesting  and  an  affecting  stoiy,  the 
incidents  of  which  are  extremely  natural,  and  not  improbable. 
Gon^alves,  indeed,  who,  after  Macham,  may  be  considered 
as  the  discoverer  of  Madeira,  was  so  much  convinced  of  tiie 
truth  of  the  story  which  was  then  prevalent,  that  he  named 
the  place  of  his  first  anclioragc  Porto  dos  Inglezn ;  and,  on 
his  second  voyage,  changed  it  to  that  of  Porfo  tie  Machino, 
in  honour  of  the  unfortnnntcdisrovcrcr,  which  at  thi-.  day  is 
romipted  into  Vorlo  Machio  or  Machlco.  At  this  place  are 
still  *:hrM  n  the  remnins  of  a  cross,  that  wa';  stipposed  to  have 
Lmtii  (  lected  nvrr  thf*  gravr  c'f  the  hcuutiful  ;ind  ;HTiiabfo 
Aniiii  (I'Arfet,  and  \\hi('h  Xhvy  pretend  to  Iihvp  been  cutout 
of  liie  vcvy  tree  under  wliich  siic  died  and  was  bunetl. 

l/^Tioever  might  have  been  tl«  discoverer,  it  is  certain  the 
Portuguese  were  the  first  to  take  possessioQ  of  it ;  and  in 
doing  this  they  are  not  chargeable  with  any  injustice  or 
violence,  for  there  was  not  found  a  single  inhabitant  of  the 
human  species  upon  it.  Since  that  period  it  has  not  been 
out  of  their  possession ;  nor  could  it  perhaps  be  better  placed 
for  the  commerce  and  convenience  of  all  nations,  than  in  the 
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hands  of  a  pov^  wMdk  has  ndther  the  meani  nor  the  india^ 
tioa  to  go  to  war.  In  tfae|KMsettionof  agreatnuuitimestate, 
it  might  be  made  inatrumenta],  in  time  of  war,  in  materiaUj^ 
iiUsmiptiog  the  ooomieroe  of  the  East  and  West  Indies,  as  al- 
most all  the  outward  bound  ships  to  both  countries  pass  within 
sight  of  Madeira  or  Porto  Santo.  For  the  mere  inipro>'cnient 
of  the  island,  and  of  the  comlition  of  the  people,  the  English 
ought  to  be  the  mastere ;  whilst  uiisery  and  ruin  w  ould  ijo  the 
inevitable  consetjuence  of  its  fallins;  info  the  pfwsfssion  of  the 
French.  'Hie  defences  of  the  isluud  ujc  by  no  nuMtis  con  - 
templiblc,  uor  iieglcetoU.  The  Peak  castle  wlucU  coujuiaudii 
the  town  on  the  west,  tlic  fort  and  wall  exten<ling  along  the 
beach,  the  works  on  the  Loo  rock,  and  the  ibrt  of  St.  Jago 
on  the  east  jioint  of  tlie  bay,  with  proper  ovdnance  and  a 
garrison  of  two  or  three  thousand  men,  mig|it  oppose  a  veiy 
obstinate  r^tstatioe  to  a  much  superior  force.  The  best  and 
perhaps,  indeed,  the  only  practicable  landing-place  is  at 
Funckil.  V  ! li  re  the  shot  from  the  ca.stle  striking  the  pebfalj 
beach,  wiiich  is  from  sixty  to  eighty  yards  in  width  and 
flanked  ])y  batteries  at  each  extremity,  would  occasion  a 
d'-enriful  havoc  among  the  invading  party,  in  the  attempt  of 
making  oootl  their  landing.  On  the  whole  island  there  are 
said  to  be  from  twelve  to  iiflccn  thiusand  weil-appoinlcj  .uid 
regularly  trained  militia,  olF  wluch  four  or  five  thousand  could 
be  brought,  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  to  act  at  any  given  , 
point 

In  order  to  pick  up  a  few  nativa  plants,  and  to  gaifi  some 

little  information  as  to  the  pnxiucc  and  tlie  i-ural  economj  of 
the  island,  we  deteimined  to  make  a  long  da/s  excuisioa' 
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across  the  niounliiins.  For  this  purpose  we  engaged  a  number 
of  nutlet  and  as  many  iniikteers,  each  bcjist  liuviug  iU 
driver  who,  irith  his  ]ang  staff  armed  wilh  a  pike,  goads  the 
ammal  in  the  flank,  or  diedcs  his  career  bj  a  hbw  on  the 
&ce,  to  legulate  tiie  pace  of  the  beast  with  his  own,  witiurat 
regard  to  the  fedings  of  the  rid«r.  There  being  rety  litUe 
leret  ground  on  the  island,  our  road  was  either  up  steep  ao- 
divitiefl,  along  the  edges  of  inghtftd  precipices,  across  deep 
ravines,  or  through  swampj  thicicels  of  brushwood.  Tlie 
ishind,  however,  aboundn  with  grand  and  picturesque  land- 
scapes ;  and  man}-  of  the*  dccj>  vnllies  exhibit  magnificent 
and  nimantic  sccuerv.  in  llu-  \  i(  iiuty  of  the  town,  and  along 
the  sca-c  onst,  the  rot  ks  and  stones  are  mostly  formed  of  com- 
pact bhiish  lava  ;  but  in  proportion  as  we  advanced  in  height, 
the  volc  anic  products  disappeared,  and  quaitz  and  closc- 
gndned  schistus  became  more  abundant,  hi  crossing  the 
siimmit  of  a  mountain,  towards  the  east  end  of  the  idand,  we 
met  with  the  crater  of  an  extinct  volcano,  which  appeared'  to 
be  about  three  hundred  yards  in  diameter;  die  bottcnn  was 
neatly  covered  with  a  species  of  penny-wort 

We  ?nw  only  a  few  trees,  and  these  were  irenerally  growing 
in  the  deep  ^Icn^,  none  of  which  were  rrin;nkable  for  their 
size  or  their  licauly,  cxct  j»tthe  tali  and  elegant  Ardisia  cxcclsa. 
Some  largo  trees  of  a  s))ecics  of  cedar,  with  which  the  island 
is  supposed  to  have  once  been  covered,  arc  said  to  be  sUIi 
growing  in  the  ravines  among  the  liigher  mountains ;  bat  we 
did  net  meet  with  any  of  Hiem.  Tbe  general  scarcity  of  soil, 
indeed,  which  prevatls  in  every  part  of  the  island,  except  m 
particular  ninations,  whae  rills  of  water  may  have  carried 
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down,  in  the  oonune  of  ages,  an  accumulation  of  lopse  earthy 
particles,  would  seem  to  oontrakdicfc  the  eooimoii  opimon  tiiat 
k»  name  was  ffven  in  conaequence  of  the  vait  fbieiriB  wkHk 
wjuch  it  oii^aUjr  abounded.  Thesrc  certainly  is  not  ifae  leaii 
appeaiance  thpA  aacb  has  ever  been  t)ie  case :  thickets  of 
underwood  might  have  covered  several  paits  of  the  braw  of 
tfie  noontaui,  and  Huch  patches  of  j,r<uind  in  the  glens  as  are 
now  converted  into  vineyards  and  orchards;  but  there  never 
couid  have  been  such  Ibrf  <ts  and  thickets  as  to  justify  the 
)f1c*a  of  the  conflaqnition  havinij  lasted  for  ^pvni  T<Mn?,  as  we 
are  told  bv  Poilii'iuczf  liisloriaiis.  'I'iir  iiati\c  sl;nii)bv  ])l,u)ts 
that  chieliy  pieviiil  arc  brooin,  cvti^iis,  whortK'iM'n  v,  laiirrl, 
myrtle,  brambles,  euphorbia,  cactus,  a  tine  s<  ented  jc».-iaiiiinc, 
and  wild  oUve».  It  was  these  which,  viewing  theiu  Irom  tlie 
diip,  our  im^^ticms  had  transfbnned  into  groves  of  oranges, 
lemons,  citronB,  and  other  fruit  trees  that  are  coogeoial  with 
sndi  a  dimate.  A  species  of  lavender,  a  stock,  and  several 
of  our  cultivated  plants,  arc  found  in  their  natural  state. 
The  common  fern  is  abundant,  so  likewise  is  polypody, 
maiden-hail,  and  other  cryptogamous  plants.  Woimwood, 
(ntbil,  nii2;lifslia(l(\  bncrlo^'*,  fox-glove.  Saint  John's  wort., 
convolvulus,  jilanitaui,  and  many  of  our  grasses  grow  on  the 
sides  of  \hc  hills,  wherever  there  happens  to  be  tlie  suiallesl 
quantity  ot  sud  to  tlx  their  roots. 

The  cultivated  plants  are  vines,  oranges,  lemons,  dtrons, 
£gs,  bananas,  gnavas,  i^ootSv  peaches,  and  European  fruits, 
besides  good  iralnuts  and  cheanuts.  The  island  produces 
vrheat,  barley,  and  rye ;  but  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  grain 
eensumed  is  imported  from  the  Asores  or  Western  Islands, 

i>9 


Digitized  by  Google 


M  MADEIRA.' 

aiul  fioiu  America.  For  more  fhau  a  centtiry  Madeira  was 
considereil  ns  .aluabU  chicllv  tor  the  quantity  of  sugar  it 
produced ;  but  since  litis  aromatic  reed  has  been  spread  over 
the  contment  and  idflods  of  the  new  w(Hld»  little  is  maw  in 
iniltiTBtionheie;  and  thesn^extiactedfiomttisof  acouie 
quality,  med  oolj  among  the  lower  dais  of  inhabitants, 
monly  as  an  inspissatfcd  brown  juice,  not  unlike  molasses. 
The  arid  soil  seens  mudi  better  suited  for  the  growUi  of  the 
vine  than  the  sugar-cane.  Wine,  indeed,  may  be  cdosideied 
as  the  principal  product  of  the  island,  of  which  tlie  quantity 
made  varies,  in  different  years,  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five 
thousand  pipes.  'I'lie  greiilest  ([uantity  exported  in  any  one 
yvixr  appears  to  liave  been  fiilcen  thousand  pipes,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner : 

To  the  East  Indies         -  -  Ftjtes  5500 

To  England  ....  4500 
To  the  West  Indies  ....  3000 
To  America,  and  taken  away  by  Americans  jKOOO 


15000 

The  value  of  which,  Avitli  a  little  frnit  and  other  articles  ex- 
ported, may  be  estimated  at  .';(K),()(K)/.,  of  wliieh  more  than 
400,000/.  is  taken  by  (in  at  liritain  and  its  colonies,  in  ex- 
change for  various  inaiuifaetuirs  and  provisions,  amounting 
in  value  to  about  300,000/.,  making  thus  a  balance  against 
us  of  100,000/.  America  supplies  the  island  with  lumber, 
staves,  salt  provuions,  and  grain,  to  the  amount  ot  80^0001. 
annually,  which  is  more  than  is  imported  into  the  island  by 
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Portugal  from  Europe,  Brazil,  aud  die  Azores  ;  and  the  whole 
amoimt  of  pioduoe  iakea  by  the  mother-<oouiiti7  fiom  Ma- 
deira  does  not  exceed  lOyOOOI.  "Hie  total  leveoues  of  the 
uland,  caomtiiig  of  one-tenth  of  the  produce  and  duties  on 
tnipcirt  and  expoit,  eve  said  to  amount  to  about  100,000/.» 
out  of  whidi,  after  paying  tl^  ezpences  of  the  civil,  miHtarjr, 
and  ecclesiastical  establbhments,  the  Cro\m  is  supposed  to 
receive  about  30,000/.,  altliough  the  old  Govfrnor  nssured 
Lord  Macartney  that  the  tut  siim  rpr(  i\e(l  by  the  Crown 
of  Portugal  st-Idom  exceeded  eight  or  tea  thomaud  pounds. 
k 

It  Will  appeal-  cxUaordiimry,  and  I  should  not  have  ven- 
tured to  mention  it  had  I  not  the  authority  for  so  doing  of 
a  gentlenian  irho  has  been  thirty  jeais  on  the  idand,  that  so 
hrgjs  a  quantity  of  wine  should  annually  be  sent  to  India, 
and  consumed  there,  (fiir  of  this  not  900  pipes  a  year  are  ie> 
turned  to  Europe,)  and  so  fittle  finported  into  En|^and*  The 
lattttf  irould  appear  to  be  of  leas  difficult  explanation  than  the 
ftnner ;  for  although  it  is  supposed  that  the  quantity  con- 
sumed in  Great  Britain,  under  the  naine  of  Madeira,  is,  on 
Ihr^  least  calculatioti.  e<|ual  to  the  whole  quantity  that  is  ex- 
ported tVom  tlic  island,  or  more  than  three  times  what  is 
aj-tually  imjiorted,  yet  it  is  well  known  that  a  vaiiety  of  mix- 
tures [)uss  for  Madeira,  sonic  of  whieh  are  compounded  of 
wines  that  never  grew  ou  the  island,  as  those  of  Teneriffe, 
lisbon,  and  Xcres.   And  vith  r^jard  to  India  it  may  be  ob> 
served,  that  aMiou^  the  number  of  English  there  is  veiy 
boiiled,  and  few  of  any  other  nation  drink  Madeira  wine^ 
yet  this  and  daret  aie  tiie  only  wines  in  general  consumption 
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at  both  the  Fwwdeticiei  and  in  the  annj,  the  fimner  of  wfaicih 
is  freely  itaed  during  dinner. 

Thvi  wine  is  known  to  jwssess  many  extraordinary  qualittefli 
I  have  httard  it  asserted,  that  if  pure  <»cnuine  Madeira  Ixj  c'x- 
jM>sr(l  (o  fro'^t  until  it  is  roii!i;ea!c(l  into  a  solid  mass  of  ico, 
and  again  thawed  by  tlu"  hit-  :  il  liralrd  to  the  hoilini^  point, 
and  then  left  to  t  ool  ;  it' twpost-d  to  llu-  sun  tor  wtHiks  together 
in  open  casks,  or  placed  lu  damp  cellarb  ;  it  will  not  suffer 
the  least  injury  by  such  gieat  and  violent  changes.  That  part, 
however,  which  is  cooBumed  on  the  island  is  a  raw  meagre 
bev  erage,  wfaich»  if  compared  with  JmuUm  partiettlar,  is  as 
bad  as  small  beer  to  fine  ale. 

Tlie  usual  mode  of  training  the  vines  b  by  baske(-w6lk 
fixed  to  espaliers,  about  five  feet  high  ;  but  in  some  vine^'ards 
ihey  nre  led  up  trees,  or  !ii?h  poirs  :  antl  iti  othere,  cut  down 
to  the  hrirjht  of  t:\\'o  or  thvrf  ft';  ?,  as  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  In  some  plact^s  liie  hiils  are  terraced,  iii  order  to  re- 
tain the  soil,  by  stone  walls.  The  process  of  making  the 
wine  is  very  simple.  The  grapes  are  picked  from  the  stalk, 
thrown  into  a  vat,  pressed  first  with  the  feet  and  aitcrwaids 
by  a  wd^ted  wooden  lever.  The  proprietor  of  the  land  and 
the  collector  of  taxes  for  the  Crown  bo^  attend  at  the 
press;  the  latter  takes  out  of  the  tab  his  tenth  of  the  whole 
tnuat,  after  which  the  nemaioder  is  equally  divided  betweeii 
the  luid^>wner  and  the  tenant.  Each  takes  with  liim  a  su& 
fident  number  of  {Mortens  to  carry  away  Iheir  respective  shares, 
«netimes  tn  baaela,  and  sometimes  in  goatHikin  borraehtu, 
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to' the  cellars  in  Funchal.  The  English  merchants  u.iuallj 
supi)ly  t}ie  fanners  beforehand  with  monej,  tu  enable  tJiem 
to  make  u  more  extensive  tillage. 

In  the  course  of  our  journey  we  did  not  obsenre  a  single 
wild  qnadxupedy  and  very  fcw  birds  of  any  kind  appealed. 
Hogs  ^  ^  turned  loose  among  the  thickets  to  fatten 

on  roots,  and  especiaUy  on  those  of  fern,  by  which  the^  ae- 

i|uire  a  flavour  of  game.  Goats  arc  pretty  numcrou'^,  and 
rabbits  are  not  scnrrr  in  thf*  mountains.  Hie  i'tland  affords  but 
a  scantv  suyjplv  of  t(x>d  for  a  few  cows,  :in(i  milk  and  fresh 
l)utter  are  conseciucntly  arc<)isnt(>d  umonii  tiic  luxuries  in 
diet.  A  ft  u'  oxen  are  us.eii  in  the  town  ioi  drawing  sleH^cs ; 
small  saddle  horses  are  kept  by  some,  but  the  common  animal 
of  burden  is  the  nuile.  Among  the  birds  are  hawks,  kites, 
^lartridgcs,  pigeons,  quails,  wOOdcocks,  swallows,  sparrows, 
.  11  V  canaries,  finches,  and  linnets. 

Hieie  axe  few  insects  of  any  kind  to  annoy  tihe  stnuiger, 
as  usnally  happens  in  waiin  wcadier  countries ;  ai^l  not  a 
Venomous  reptile  has  ever  been  known  to  exist  00  the  island. 
The  honey  bee,  however,  is  not  uncoinmon  ;  and  in  certain 
sheltered  valleys,  wh<  re  the  snrrnutifliug  liills  abound  in 
heathy  plants,  the  honey  is  saul  to  be  unnsnally  fine,  and  is 
frequently  sent  as  a  valuable  present  to  Portugal.  Such 
myriads  of  lizards  T  never  beheld  in  any  country.  On  a  wuiia 
sunny  day,  every  rock  and  stone-wall  are  Utcndly  covered 
Willi  llieiii.  They  are  perfectly  hannless;  except  that,  creep- 
ing along  the  branches  of  the  vine,  ftey  pierce  the  ripe 
grapes,  and  suck  out  their  juice.   In  doing  this  they  fie»» 
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quently  tumble  oil  ai»d  are  caught  in  small  glazed  pots,  that 
are  purpo^l  y  placed  underneath  to  reoelve  and  pievent  than 
from  doing  furdier  mndiief.  This  contrivance,  however,  must 
be  too  expensive  to  be  general. 

We  had  scarcely  descended  the  heights  and  reached  the 
village  of  Santa  Cruic,  which  is  situaitd  on  the  eastern  point 
of  the  island,  Ix^fore  it  became  dark  ;  and  we  had  still  ten 
miles  to  travel,  along  the  rdc;es  of  rocky  precipices  overhang- 
ing flu-  'ioa-slioro,  where  '\vc  Ikk)  little  to  trust  to  beyond  the 
cauiiuiih  steps  ol  the  miil(  <.  lii  tliis  part  of  the  journey,  on© 
of  the  most  brilliant  and  bciiutiful  iiiclcors  I  ever  beheld 
passed  uver  our  heads,  from  tlie  body  of  the  island,  with  a 
mstfing  noise  Kke  that  of  a  skj-4t>cket,  appearing  to  fall  in  a 
dirvjlioear  diiectioD  into  the  sea.  Tlie  duration  of  its  tight 
we  conjectured  to  be  fmm  ei^t  to  ten  seccmds.  The  fint 
impression,  made  by  a  li|^t  so  exceedingly  briUiant,  sq^ 
gested  the  idea  of  a  fresh  eruption  fTX>m  the  volcanic  moun- 
tains we  had  just  descended,  and  all  eyes  were  tinned  towards 
tlmt  quarter.  Our  troublesome  journey,  as  I  observe  by  my 
notes,  \vm  much  shortened  in  p!nlosoplii/in!r  on  this  ]iheno- 
menon.  On  the  principles  of  tlir  f)!(i-fashiuucd  docti  inc  which 
then  (uow  thirteen  years  (^go)  prevailed,  it  wns  toruluded 
that  the  elcclric  duid,  passing  through  coiitim.  )\is  or  hit  nded 
'  vohmies  of  oxygen  and  hydrogen  gasses  floating  in  the  upper 
regions  of  the  atmosphere,  might  efiect  that  chemical  com* 
btnatioD  which  is  known  to  produce  water;  and  that,  .not- 
withstanding the  dear  stany  hemisphere,  we  might  be  cau|^t 
in  lain  before  we  reached  Funchat  Thb  did  not  esattdy 
happen,  but  several  smart  showers  feU  in  the  course  of  jthe 
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^bS^  1I»  Jipit  juiA  FffOffrailMi  of  libB  i!b^^ 
mm  Am  mmiij  iolwnlwg  j»  lata  who  h»  to  toysl  orar 
d^iqityn^cg,  wbete  he      no  exp^c^tiqa  of  meeting  .witfi 
41? en  A  fcovel  to  hide  him  from  the  stqini.  Such  halving  tnco  JlQr 

case  since  tJie  period  on  Avhich  I  am  now  writing,  it  Qi^y  readily 
be  suppK)sed  1  was  not  wholly  inattentive  to  these  circum- 
stances ;  and  I  can  safely  say  Uiat,  as  far  as  my  observations 
go,  eitlier  a  clouded  atmosphere  or  rain  has  in\'aiiably  suc- 
ceeded the  apjH^araiic;*;  ot.fier^  mctcore,  or,  as.tliey  are  some- 
times called,  falling  stan.  'YMiaps,  indeed,  Uie 
comhiiungtlieaiw  might  take  place»  whether  diese  meteori  be 
.oQondfliedaaiiieiedectikjqptila,  or  heAtod  mttses  of  stone 
fbrned  iinder  circuinstJinc«aL«Ml  qedgd  Boat  situations  ggiiaUy 
unknown.  The  modem  oonjectuB^  th»t  the  latter  might  be 
hiried  from  lunar  volcanoes,  seems  to  be  the  most  plai|sible, 
as,  under  favourable  positions  of  the  sun  and  moon,  calculators 
have  assured  us,  that  the  force  required  to  send  a  stone  from 
the  latter  planet  within  the  attractive  sphere  of  the  former 
would  be  litUe  more  than  three  timci»  tliat  of  a  cannon  ball 

Thus  the  various  accounts  we  meet  with,  in  ancient  history, 
<f  stones  descendhug  fiom  the  heaivens»  and  snpypdied  to  have 
been  qected  from  the  smi  or  the  mooi^aie  not  quite  BO  fi^^ 
astb^  were  long  held  to  be.  Eren  modem  philosophers  dis- 
believed the  fitft,  and  ridiculed  the  hjpothesis;  but  thej 
have  at  lengdi  condescended  to  concede  that  the  ancients 
mi^  be  conmt  as  to  the  ftct,  and  possibly  not  wrong  in 
their  conclusions.  Riny,  who  in  his  natural  history  has 
given  us  a  compilation  of  every  thirig  he  had  read,  heard,  or 
recgfds  an  instance,  among  others  of  a  sinular  kuul. 
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cf  a  large  stone  which,  in  lihe  dspt  of  Amoagons  the  astro* 
nomer,  is  supposed  to  have  fiiBen  firom  ^  sui  in  a  distziet 
of  llmce,  near  the  nra  JEgos ;  whidk  stone,  he  te&  us, 
was  shewn  in  his  owb  time.  To  this  passage  the  very  in- 
genkms  autlior  of  Uudibras  has  thus  humouvoualj  aliaded : 

<*  For  Anaxagorat,  long  agone, 
"  Saw  hills,  as  well  as  you,  1'  th'  niOOD, 
•*  And  held  the  sun  was  but  a  piece 
**  Oi  red  hot  iron,  as  big  a*  Greece  ; 

BeoBK  dK  tu  kad  voided  ooc!* 

But  this  meteor,  I  perceive,  like  an  ignis  fatuuSf  has  led' 
me  astray  fVom  my  subject,  wliicli,  not  being  sufficiently  in- 
teresting tu  resume,  I  sliaJl  lierc  conclude,  and  proceed  with^^ 
out  further  delay  on  our  voyage. 
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CHAP.  n. 

TUE  ISLAND  OF   1  LNiiUiFiT.. 

Conduct  of  the  Captain  of  a  French  Frigate — Bay  of  Santj  Cnrz,  its  Defencei 
and  Defecti—AttiJih  of  Blake  and  Nclsen — Appearance  cf  the  Island^  and 
Tmm  tf  Santa  Cruz — City  of  Laguna — VcgetabU  Productiom — City  and 
Sta-Fmt  Tmm  tf  Orwiaut—Tnierlfi  WiM^Jonrncy  tbe  PmI^C^ 
t«nv  fit  Hrybig  At  Dmd^Tie  Gutnehu  §r  Aktr^iut  tf  Temfft^ 
Condith»  ^  tbe  present  Inhabitants — The  Ckt'lf  Rcjal  Mtmf^  ■ 
Tmprsvencnt  cf  ■u.-hkh  the  hianj  is  capabU — Climate — Rmarkubk  Instance 
cfLot^ity — Detariftim  ^  the  Fortunate  Llandt  by  Hemer  and  Btutarcb* 

The  passage  from  Madeira  to  the  Canary  Islands  is,  in 
most  caseSf  as  smooth  and  pleasant,  as  tliat  between  Eng- 
land and  Madeira  is  boisterous  and  disagreeable  ;  and,  in  the 
present  instance,  we  made  tbe  nm  in  less  than  four  days ; 
having  diflooveied,  on  the  fluid  <^ our  dqsarture,  the  pointed 
tummit  of  the  odefanied  peak  of  Teneri£fe»  thouji^  at  the 
distanoe  of  aboat  nstj  miles ;  an  object  which,  indeed,  in 
dear  weatheri  is  visible  nearlj  as  manj  leagues.  . 

The  Spaniards  in  thdr  Ibcdgn  settlements  arc  not  accus- 
tomed, and  iudcrd  grpnerally  rcf\is<*,  to  retiini  salutes  of 
ships  bclorcrin;:;  olhcr  nations  ;  but  whetluT  thrir  dcclinin!» 
the  compinueut  of  mutual  tivihty  may  be  ascribed  to  ilie 
liaughty  and  reserved  temper  of  the  government,  to  an  at- 
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fected  superiority,  or  to  a  paisiiaoiuous  saving  ot  gunpo\Yiier, 
I  cannot  pretend  to  determine.   Sir  Enflnms  Gufwwr,  know- 
ing  it  to  be  Hie  case,  eenl  an  offioer  on  sliaie,  contbanablj  to 
Ids  iiutnictioiiB,  to  melee  an  ofo  of  tlie  cwmpMniffiit  on  llie 
ground  of  redprocatiflii,  wlikh  llie  Gofonor,  bowefer,  wHb 
gieat^politeiieaH  dediaed;  observiqg  IliaA  lus  csdeis  would 
not  aUoir  bim  to  make  any  lelum;  and  intimating,  at  the 
same  tun^  that  it  would  be  more  agreeable  if  the  lunal  eni" 
torn  was  dispensed  with  of  firing  the  morning  and  evening 
guns.    When  the  v.  i^!irs  of  a  friendly  jwwer  could  be  acceded 
to  on  such  mod*  I  all  tt  i  n\8.  a  rcfiisal  would  have  indicated 
more  of  pride  thau  policy.    I  rom  Sir  iirasutus  Gower  the 
desire  of  tlie  Governor  met  with  a  ready  compliance.  There 
was  a  Frenchman,  however,  commanding  a  frigate  at  anchor 
in  die  bay,  who,  in  l3ie  true  sfSs^  of  CaUe^beriy,  disdain- 
ia^  the  lestiaint  of  oiiden  and  poet  gqpilaliniw,  sahited  and 
fiitod  bis'momittg  and  e?etiiiig  ||mis»  in  defiance  at  Hat  ndes 
laid  down  by  the  Spanidi  govternment.  like  a  tme  Gasom 
he  had  boasted,  as  we  aftetwaids  heard,  that,  cotichidi^g 
from  the  sight  of  our  squadron  War  must  have  brok^  out 
between  England  and  France,  he  liad  prepared  to  receive  us 
with  one  broadside  at  least,  in  order  to  do  all  the  mischief  he 
could,  pmir  I'honneur  dc  la  Grande  Natiofi,  before  he  struck 
his  colours.    Yet  Uiese  are  tlie  p<»opIe  who  arc  loudest  in 
complaining  of  the  tyranny  ot  the  English  iu  exercising  the 
sovereignty  of  the  iieas ;  but,  were  the  exevciie  of  that  eo- 
veieigily  placed,  toMkSfy  far  the  world,  in  the  haads  of  the 
SMdi,  4hieir  condiict  on  the  continent  is  a-suiicient  test  t» 
e^inee  Mi  what  d^g^  of  mnideiatixHi  thejr  wonid  hold  fbo 
douMBloii  of  Ae  ocean. 
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'On  flttteri^gOebftXflf  Slate  Chu^  ritoatod  on  the  eaatcm 
lidBof  TaMiiife,  and  carting  an  «y<t  voiind  tlie  shores,  such 
aleqgthened  banner  piesents  itself  of  bold  lodcj  ptojedaons, 

connected  in  some  parts  by  lines  of  masonry,  and  strengdieiied 
in  others  by  so  many  batterias,  that,  concluding  from  appear- 
ances, one  would  not  hesitate  to  |>roiiounce  that  a  small  but 
well-disriplui.  (1  i:;arrison  must  render  this  p-.irt  ?!t  Irast  of 
tiiC  island  iin|)ieguable.  TlitTo  seems  to  be  but  one  landing- 
place  Umt  can  be  considered  as  tolerably  good,  in  the  whole 
oompaaa  of  the  surrounding  shore ;  and  tliis  is  within  a  well- 
Inflt  nde,  projecting  obliquely  into  the  bay,  and  fonning  a 
dadbw  hasoD  of  considenble  extent  fiv  the  protection  of  the 
nuiuewHH  nail  oaft  iigainst  the  Iwayj  sweQ  of  the  sea, 
"wiiicli  ooc— lonaHj,  indeed  abnoat  oontinnalij,  roUs  in  d«iiag 
tiie -wtnlermonths.  Has  vwle  is  defended  by  a  woric  of  some 
strength  at  its  esticniilj,  and  by  several  forts  on  each  aide 
of  it,  vhich  aie  oomiected  by  lines  for  musquctr*'  running 
dose  along  the  shorn.  The  anchoring  ground  in  tlic  bay  is 
so  foul  and  rocky  that,  unless  the  cables  arc  floated  up  with 
■buo\  s,  they  are  liable  fo  be  fretted  and  worn  in  pieces  in  no 
great  length  of  time.  The  Hindostan,  after  losing  two  an- 
chors, had  nearly  been  dashed  on  the  lava  rocks.  To  render 
jt  even  a  tolcnihle  portfer  the  safety  of  large  ships,  thefiiat 
Hung  Umt  appean  to  be  necessaiy  is  the  laying  down  of 
auMcing  dndns,  feslened  to  castFizon oaken;  after  whidi it 
vould  still  be  eapediBnt  to  float  the  cables  with  buoys.  The 
irinds,  indeed,  are  so  unsteady,  and  particularly  in  the  ivin- 
tPf  months,  rushing  down  in  violent  gusts,  and  nearly  at  the 
same  time  from  every  point  of  the  surrounding  high  land, 
4talea8  when  they  blow  directly  into  the  bay^  fjcook  the  east- 
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ward,  tbat  large  ships  viU  alwBjs  be  exposed  to  eonsidentile 
riak,  and  more  particularly  bo  fiotn  the  months  of  October 
to  March  incluriTe. 

Under  such  disadvantages,  it  was  considered  as  a  bold 
mea-snrc  of  Adnjiml  Blake  tonm  in  willia  fair  wind,  in  order 
to  take  ordi'slrov  a  ileet  of  Spani^sh  galleons,  which,  however, 
he  completely  rt]cct(  d  and,  by  a  fortunate  shift  of  tiie  wind, 
escaped  with  his  own  fleet :  but  it  is  far  from  certain  what 
the  consequences  might  have  been  to  his  sliips,  liad  not  this 
sudden,  and  by  no  means  to  he  expected,  change  of  wind  in 
'  his  lavour  taken  place  at  the  moment  he  liad  finished  his 
work  of  destruction,  and  carried  him  out  of  the  baj ;  leaving 
the  Spaniards  in  astonishment  (as  Hume  expresses  it)  at  the 
happy  tmeiity  of  their  audacioas  visiton.  Blake  was  a 
brave  officer  but  not  a  good  seaman,  a  profession  of  which 
a  competent  knowledge  can  scarcely  be  attained  by  one  who 
like  him  first  ontr"'!?*^s  in  it  at  the  meridian  of  life.  Still  more 
daring  tlian  Blake's,  thoTiLrh  less  successful,  was  the  attempt 
of  the  late  T>ord  Nelson  to  lake  the  place  by  surprise,  in  the 
year  1797*  i^y  embarking  about  one  thousand  brave  fellows 
in  tlie  boats  of  his  squadron,  and  entering  the  bay  in  the 
middle  of  the  night.  Being  unfinrtunately  discomed  on  ap- 
proaching flie  mole,  the  alarm  was  instantly  communicated 
to  the  town,  the  beUs  were  rung,  the  drums  beat  to  armg^ 
and  the  lines  and  the  batteries  b^an  to  c^ien  upon  the  in^ 
vading  party.  The  night  was  so  dark  that  a  great  number 
of  tl»  boats  never  reached  th<'  pier,  on  which  n  considerable 

force  was  drawn  up  to  oppose  their  landirii;.  It  was  here  that 
the  immortal  hero,  alwaysi  the  fiist  in  every  perilous  enter- 
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prise,  lost  bw  vn,  wad  had  almost  the  whole  of  hb  party 
killed  or  wounded  by  grape  and  mnsquetrj  from  the  citadd 
on  the  left;  not,  howetcr,  before  thej  had  completely  di5> 
pened  ^  memy,  and  driven  them  fimm  the  mole.  AnpUier 
division  knded  to  the  southward  of  the  mote,  among  rocks 
'  and  breakers,  where  all  the  boats  were  dashed  in  pieces. 
Ffom  tbl*  plarr,  liowover,  under  the  rommand  of  Ca[)tain 
(now  Rcar-Aclinindj  hir  Thomas  'J'roubridtre,  the  [ravly  litrccd 
their  way  into  tlie  great  square,  where  they  iurnied  about 
four  hundred  strong.    Here  they  were  informed  that  eight  or 
ten  thousand  Spaniards,  with  a  conbiderabic  artillery,  were 
preparing  to  attadc  them ;  which,  although  not  strictly  true 
'as  to  numben,  the^  bad  no  reason  to  disbcJieve.  Yet,  in 
'tiiis  situation,'  cool  and  eoUeded  as  a  British  officer  b  gene- 
"laDy  found  to  be  in  the  most  critical  moments,  jSar  Thomas 
sent  to  the  Govenior  a  spirited  message  to  say  that,  on  con- 
-dition  of  his  himiediatelj  supplying  a  suffident  number  of 
boats  to  reimbark  his  people,  tiie  stjuadron  would  forbear  to 
bombard  the  town  ;  othmvise,  that  he  could  not  answer  for 
the  consequences.    The  (Jovernor  reciuircd  them  to  surrender 
as  prisoners  of  war ;  in  n  ply  to  which,  Captain  Troubridge 
declared,  in  the  most  peremptory  manner,  that  if  the  terms 
he  proposed  were  not  instualJy  accepted  he  would  be  under 
the  necessity  of  setting  fire  to  the  town  7  having  kindled  a 
*  Uaie  on  the  windward  ride  of  the  square,  to  shewihem  tiiat 

they  had  it  in  their  power  to  put  their  threat  in  executioii. 
*0n  this  being  reported,  the  Govenior  not  only  complied,  but 
performed  the  conditions  of  die  treaty  in  a  manner  that  was 
highly  hononrahk  to  his  chaxacter. 
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SfaooU  it  be  cwwdCTBd  expediBlit^  <n  mhm  AtauGJOCoth 
aon,  to  get  ponumm  of  Tetieri£fe»  thougk  IiiMfeM  iti  nliiiif 
does  not  ^ffpetr  io  me  to  be  Tory  bnportiuit  to  this  -cmmWy^ 
a  more  eli^ble  plan  woald  seem  to  be  the  Unding  of  &  body 
of  men  at  OmtaVBi  the  port  at  vrhich  the  greater  part  of  the 
Mfne?  are  shipped,  and  where  the  works  of  defence  are  so 
truiing  as  to  aftord  littk;  if  any  resistance,  which  indeed  is 
the  case  along  the  ^iholo  westrm  show  between  the  point 
de  Nago  on  the  noith  aiul  (jurnckecii  on  the  nuuth,  where, 
in  aay  of  the  i»uaii  bays  or  iukts,  an  ea^y  laudii^  oiigUt  be 
cfleoCed  in  tbe  aniiiBMr  iiuntts.  'fton  any  port  iof  iliii  coast, 
ft  vaife  day  s  nuudi,  over  aa  'Opaa  And  jplnliltal  cauntrj, 
conlptetdy  m  the  poawiiop  of  die  iamdiiig  pavly  wfaen  onoe 
landed*  would  bring  tfaam  to  die  city  of  Laguna,  the  ca^M 
of  the  island,  whic  h  in  entirely  without  d^oce  It  is  scareej^ 
probaUe  they  would  meet  with  any  pppoaitkm 'in  the  field, 
especially  if  a  division  of  the  sliips  employed  in  thf  attack 
should  make  its  appearance  at  the  *  i  traiu c  uf  tiic  bay.  Tliis 
force  would  cunhiie  the  feeble  garrison  to  thar  forts  ;  and,  as 
Uie  distance  from  Laguna  to  Santa  Cruz  only  about  hve 
miles,  down  a  considendble  descent,  every  point  of  which 
oatmnailds  the  town  aad  the  bay,  the  ftie  of  the  place  joast- 
atttandylMb decided*  Atall vnnti,  die estremediflicii^jriif 
Itikdi^g  Ibdieliajof  SsiiteCntiweBw  to  nqoirebodfrdaj- 
•liglitaiid  iiiie  iroatfaei^  in  avder  to  iafuraa  toceeHfid  pnw, 

mie  pnapect,  on  entering  die  bay,  b  by  no  »eans  so  iiv^ 
1  if  in  g  as  that  of  Madeira,  as  will  readily  be  perceived  by  tbe 
i^nnoifid  view..  Tbe  town  o^ Santa  Cfua.ha^praUy  iiiu^  the 
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ucam  ftppeiutBiioe  as  that  of  Fundial ;  but  tlie  »tecp  and 
ragged  «oeiiei7»  with  which  it  is  immediately  sunouaded,  has 
a  barren  and  a  forbtddiog  aspect :  the  locky  surfiice  being  of 
an  wiifonn  sombre  hue,  unenlivened  by  the  least  verdure, 
and  varied  only  by  its  rude  inequalities,  and  a  few  m  iiidmills 
perched  on  the  heights  behind  the  town.  The  siiuxniit  ot"^e 
peak,  but  just  visible  above  tlie  hi2,b«  st  ridijfe,  convrv^  from 
this  })uiat  of  view  a  very  inadequate  idea  of  its  stupcudotis 
height. 

On  approaching  the  shore,  Uie  beauties  of  the  town  are 
gra^iaDj  unfiled.  Hie  upper  surftoe  of  the  mole»  built  of 
giaoitic  lava,  fonns  a  broad  gravelled  walk  which,  inclining 
to  Uie  rig^t,  leads  to  a  beautifiil  Paueadero  or  matt,  for  the 
use  of  die  piAEc,  weU  shaded  bj  sevoal  rows  of  tiees ;  and 
■  to  the  left,  it  branches  towards  a  spacious  square,  in  the  ■ 
centre  of  which  is  an  obeUsk  supporting  a  statue  of  San  1  Ber- 
nardo of  no  mean  execution.  Tlie  streets  are  mostly  laid  out 
^  in  straight  lines,  are  wide,  airy,  and  clean  ;  and  the  houses 
in  general  have  a  neat  aj)j)earaiice.  beiuL;  whitt  -w  ashed  with 
lime,  thoneh  tlus  ailiclc  is  not  by  au}  incaii.s  cheap  or  plenti- 
ful, being  made  of  shells,  as  there  is  not  any  Umc-stonc  on 
the  island.  The  substitution  of  wooden  lattices  in  the  win- 
dows for  g^ass  b,  however,  a  very  considerable  drawback  tnt 
the  lively  appeaianoe  of  the  town*  In  Fimchal  there  were 
taverns,  and  wine-houses,  and  shops ;  and  a  degree  of  bustle 
prevailed  in  tiie  streels  suiflBciait  to  indicate  its  being  a  place 
of  some  trade  and  resort :  but  here,  the  houses  were  always 
shut  up  and,  except  in  the  mornings  and  evenings,  scarcely  a 
creature  was  to  be  seen  but  the  porterB  and  the  fohcnnea  about 
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the  quay.  So  large  a  lovvn,  wilh  a  population  so  appajmliy 
scauLy,  ib  apt  to  intprcss  a  stranger  wiUi  au  idea  of  some 
dreadful  cakunitir  having  swept  away  a  great  propoitioii  of  the 
inhabitants.  Hie  feet  is»  the  Spaniaids  MUmn  slir  ahnad 
except  to  attend  matins  and  vespen ;  and  the  Brilidi  mer- 
chants, who  here  as  weU  as  at  Madeira  maj  be  said  to  numo- 
polixe  the  wine  trade,  arc  few  in  number ;  and  those  few 
reside  chiefly  at  the  port  ot  Oiatava,  fioa  wheooe  the  gveater 
part  of  the  wines  are  shipped. 

The  many  httle  conveiiiriiccs  and  cnmioris  to  whicli  au 
Enghshman  Ls  accustonjcti  ut  iioiue  but  ill  [)rcparc  him  tor 
the  awkward  shii'ts  he  is  obliged  to  make,  the  bad  accommo- 
dations he  is  sme  to  meet  widi,  and  die  endless  dtflkulties 
he  must  necessarily  encounter,  in  eveiy  oountiy  where  Eng- 
lishmen do  not  fban  a  considerable  portion  o/  the  inhabit- 
ants. •  We  were  tohl,  however,  that  in  Santa  Cms  there  was 
an  exodlent  inn ;  but  the  ex{>ectations  we  had  fanned,  from 
our  experience  in  Madeira,  suffered  httle  disappointment  on 
lindincr  it  just  the  reverse  of  Mliat  it  had  hern  represpnled. 
The  bare  walls,  scarcoly  covered  with  liiiu-,  liu^  iriiscrabJe 
lurniturc  and,  above  all,  the  iliity  appeaiuucc  of  every  thing 
within,  if  not  a  criterion  ot"  absolute  poveitv,  were  at  It^ast 
sufficient  indicatious  of  tlie  indoieuce  of  Uic  owners  and  Llio 
litile  sense  they  eatertained  of  1^  comforts  arising  from  clean- 
liness* It  aflforded  nothing  but  a  few  grapes  and  farown 
biead,  and  wiue  that  was  scarcely  drinkable.  Having  se- 
cured, as  we  thought,  a  suffident  number  of  hones  and  ouiles 
for  an  expedition  to  the  Peak  the  iulhvwing  moning^  and 
taken  a  view  of  the  town,  we  were  glad  to  letnm  to  dinner 
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on  board  our  respective  ships.  And  as  a  journey  of  twenty 
miles  is  considered  to  be  a  great  day's  work,  in  a  hilly  coun- 
try, where  the  roads  are  not  the  bc<>t,  nor  the  beasts  of  burden 
tlip  strongest,  we  determined  f  1  start  at  break  of  day.  On 
uvr  hniding,  however,  not  a  nuiie  was  in  readiness  at  this 
early  hour,  nor  roultl  we  collert  more  tlian  nine  in  the  wliole 
place.  ^Ve  started  with  as  nmuy  as  we  could  get,  and,  after 
jogging  on  ibi  two  hours  at  a  slow  rate,  over  a  rocky  road, 
mostly  up  hill  and  in  some  piaoes  very  steep,  we  reached 
Laguna,  which  is  about  five  miles  distant  from  the  port 
This  dty  is  considered  as  the  capital  the  island ;  bat  its  sise 
does  not  appear  to  oititle  it  to  that  distinction,  being  litde,  and 
perhaps  not  at  all,  more  ^tensive  than 'the  town  of  Santa 
Cnu.  The  houses  are  in  general  built  on  a  larger  sca]e»  and 
the  streets  are  wider.  Hiere  are  two  churches,  fire  or  six 
convents  for  nuns  and  finis,  several  hospitals,  a  large  jail, 
a  court  of  judicature,  and  many  other  buildings  and  offices 
of  a  public  nature,  appropriated  for  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
departments  of  government ;  but  it  appeared  to  ua  to  Ix^  still 
more  gloomy  and  desolate  than  Santa  Cru2.  A  few  joll^y 
looking  friars  were  the  only  persons  who  enlivened  the  streets, 
many  of  which  were  literally  overgrown  with  grass.  Here 
and  there  we  observed  a  solitary  figure,  muffled  up  in  a  black 
hooded  cloak,  and  ghding  along  as  if  afraid  to  he  seen.  TTie 
jail  was  by  far  the  most  lively  part  of  Lagnna.  It  seemed  to 
be  crowded  by  disordeHj  fismales,  who  were  laoghing  and 
singing  at  the  iron  gratings,  and  whose  joyfiil  countenances 
wore  no  indications  of  their  sufl^ring  in  confinement  any  very 
revere  punishment  for  their  pffisnces,  whatever  the  nature  of 
them  might  have  been. 
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Heie  we  procured,  with  some  difficult}',  a  pair  of  fresh 
mules  for  two  of  our  tervants,  who  had  proceeded  thas>&r  oa 
foot ;  and.  whOst  the  otheis  were  refresfabg  we  looked  into  one 
of  the  churches,  where  we  observed  a  few  tolerably  good 
painting  and  a  piece  of  sculpture  in  matfale  diat  had  lately 
been  sent  over  from  Spain.  All  the  oniaments  and  decora^ 
tions  of  the  church  were  splendid  and  costly,  and  were  SO 
well  designed  ;uul  arranged  as  to  pmrlnce  a  crrnnd  aiul  solemn 
effect.  Our  liiue  was  too  pressing,  and  oiii  curiosit  v  not  suf- 
ficiently strong,  to  look  over,  as  wc  might  iiavc  dune,  thi  h" 
collection  of  relics.  The  coagulated  blood  of  St.  Janumius, 
the  milk  <tf  tiie  Virgin*  the  venniii  of  St.  Anthony,  and  the 
parmgs  of  St.  Petei's  toe  nails,  might  be  just  as  genuine  in  the 
Canary  Islands  as  on  tlie  continent  of  Etuope,  and  just  as  wdl 
worth  seeing ;  but  die  wonders  of  nature  w^  more  the  ob* 
jects  of  our  journey  than  the  miraculous  remains  of  the 
saints. 

Having  finished  our  visit  to  the  church  and  eaten  a  hearty 
breakfast  of  grapes  and  brown  lirend,  avp  wore  just  nl)out  to 
remount,  when  a  strange  cavalcade  made  its  appearance  in 
the  great  street.  It  proved  to  be  a  party  of  our  fellow 
voyagers  from  the  Iliudostan,  rcspe("tably  iiiauutcd  on  asses 
and  driving  before  them  a  large,  raw-boned,  wliite  horse, 
laden  with  provisions.  Our  increased  cavalcade  now  began  to 
attract  some  notice ;  and  as  we  continued  our  route  through 
the  streets  of  Laguna,  the  curiosity  of  the  inhabitants  was  in 
some  degree  awakened,  and  the  young  women  in  particular 
smiled  on  us  most  graciously  through  the  lattices  as  we 
passed  along. 
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.  LoKving  the  city  behind  us*  we  entered  apoQ  ui  eKteBsive 
and  fertile  plain,  whoie  aurfiboe  ww  intenected  bjr  aevend  rills 
of  limpid  water  which,  betng  cdlected  in  wooden  troughs* 
was  conveyed  to  the  town  and  diacfaaiged  in  jets  from  obeUaks 

of  stone  placed  in  all  Uie  principal  streets.  'Hie  liar\  <  st  was 
already  gathered  in,  but  we  could  plainly  perceive  that  a 
considerable  portion  <>f  tlir  land  had  been  under  tillage,  of 
winch,  as  we  understood  iVoin  the  pcnsantrv,  the  cliirf"  pro- 
dure  was  wluat,  hokus,  niai^e  or  Jadian  com,  swcci  |>ota- 
tot  s,  and  cidiivauces.  On  our  right,  tt)wards  the  scu-coast, 
appeared  a  succession  of  pleasant  villas  and  considerate 
hamlets,  situated  in  the  midst  cf  orchards  and  vineyards; 
and  on  o^r  left  were  ridges  of  bills  weU  covered  with  L  i  i'^uce 
wood,  and  their  summits  crowned  with  pines.  The  middle 
part,  over  whidi  we  had  to  travd,  was  an  open  tract  of 
arable  land,  without  any  kind  of  fences  or  other  appamit 
diviakms  to  mark  the  boundaries  of  property  ;  but  the  great 
Agave  Americana  was  plentifully  planted  by  the  sides  of  the 
road  for  several  miles.  Our  botanists  cnllf  t  tod,  on  the  brow 
of  the  hills,  ppeciinens  of  a  eat  number  of  plants,  among 
w  uk  Ii  w(  k"  a  sjH  cirs  of  Si  //ijK  ri'ivumy  a  quadrangular  leaved 
EtUpJtui  hid,  tlir  lihinanua  n i:nulatuSy  Cacalia  cUneOy  Cacttts 
opuntia^  Datura,  Convolvulus^  BrwneOy  Hypericum^  lux 
gloves,  trt'foil,  grasses  of  difibrent  kinds  and  various  other 
plants,  few,  however,  ci  which  were  considered  as  rare  or 
curious ;  and  these  are  here  n^tioned  with  the  view  only  to 
mark  some  of  the  general  productions  of  tlie  country. 

We  had  descended  nearly  to  the  skirts  of  the  fertile  and 
•xteasiTe  vide  on  which  ace  situated  the  city  and  the  seaiiport 
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town  of  OfatftTS*  withoat  liaTiiig  obtabied  ft  single  glimpse 
«f  Ae  grand  object  of  our  journey,  the  Beak  of  Teneriife ; 
wheo,  by  the  ckntds  foddeoly  dissipatiiig,  Hs  lofty  and  stu- 
pendous summit  buist  at  onoe  upon  tiie  view,  ftr  above  the 

thimiest  vapour  that  floated  in  the  air :  these  clouds  again 
collecting  into  difFerent  masses,  either  by  the  difference  of 
their  spedfic  gravity,  or  by  the  attractive  power  of  electricity, 
remained  in  suspension  on  the*  bosom  of  the  moimiain,  in 
successive  strata,  like  so  many  Mis.  Xothine;  could  ho  more 
majestic  tiian  the  hu^c  cone  tapcriiin;  to  a  |K)int,  ami  backed 
by  the  azure  blue  ;  and  notlung  could  exce4iti  in  pictuie&que 
beauty  the  lower  part  of  this  grand  mountain  melting  into  the 
plain,  which,  willi  ok  almost  impeioeptiUe  slope*  stietdied 
away  to  Ae  seaFCoast  the  fiwt  of  its  base  stands  the 
pleasant  city  La  ViUa  dOrmtaoa;  and  three  miles  to  tiie 
rig^t  the  sea-pwt  town  El  Puerto  ^Oratmm,  In  the 
former  leside  most  of  the  giandees  of  the  i.sland,  to  whose 
families  were  originally  given  grants  of  land  and  who  a^ct 
to  set  no  small  value  on  tlieir  true  Castilian  blootl.  It  abounds 
with  churches,  monasteries  and  convents,  and  is  surrounded 
with  gardens,  vineyards  and  iruit  groves.  Six  British  mer- 
cantile houses  contribute  in  no  small  degree  to  the  flourishing 
state  of  the  sca-port  town,  which  appears  to  be  fiilly  as  large 
as  the  dty,  and  to  support  quite  as  many  churches,  monas- 
teries and  convents. 

The  quantify  of  wine  pioduced  on  the  island  varies  fimn 
ten  to  twenty  thousand  pipes  a  year,  the  greaterpart  of  which 
ii  ei^ported  to  the  London  market  at  the  prime  cost  of  about 
ten  to  twelve  pounds  a  pipe,  where  it  is  said  to  be  eonverted 
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intri  Madeiia,  to  wliicli  uidced,  iii  its  origiikal  btnte,  it  secmt 
to  be  ]it0e  if  at  all  iofinior.  Thb  and  lindlar  tiOKremom  of 
Sfaeny  and  oertaiik  oHier  SpaniBh  wines  will  accoimt  for  die 
great  ooAMunptkm  of  wliat  is  catted  Madeiia  ia  Eoi^aad  be* 
yood  wliat  is  actoaOj  exported  fiom  tlie  island.  The  gnpe 
of  Tenerifib  is  the  same  as  that  of  Madeira  and'  the  soql  vol- 
caoic;  but  the  higlier  and  more  steady  temperatun-  of  the 
former  communicatea  to  the  fruit  a  greater  portion  of  sac- 
charine matter,  in  consequence  of  wliich  the  wines,  like  those 
of  the  Cape,  grow  sweeter  with  ajie.  Much,  however,  of  the 
qimhty  of  wines,  I  ani  incHnrfl  to  think,  dcpcntls  on  the  care 
and  attention  that  are  l>estoMed  in  the  selection  and  the 
pressing  of  the  jjrapcs.  The  h\<zh  price  that  real  L:ood  Ma- 
deira bears  on  the  spot  of  iti*  growtli  encourages  tiie  culti- 
vator to  bestow  a  greater  p(Mlion  of  labour  on  ha  vineyard 
Unn  die  ffower  on  Tenerifib  could  possitily  affiwd  to  do.  It 
anlbwien  Ids  purpose  to  assort  theisound  and  ripe  fhtit,  grape 
by  grape,  and  to  press  (hem  with  the  nicest  care;  and  theie 
can  be  no  doubt  ^t  tlie  singnlar  qualities  wiiich  this  wine  is 
known  to  possess  axe,  in  a  great  degree,  owing  to  the  xmist 
being  more  pure,  and  of  a  moie  homogeneous  nature,  tlian  that 
of  almost  any  other  wine. 

In  tlie  dusk  of  the  cvoniiT^  we  entered  the  port  of  Oratrn  a, 
on  full  gallop,  as  the  cU(]uette  seemed  to  require  ;  lor  as  lo 
ourselves  wc  had  no  choice  of  owr  own  :  all  we  had  to  do 
was  to  keep  our  seats  as  well  as  we  could  and  in  eveij  utlier 
respect  to  remain  passive.  To  remonstrate  with  the  mule^ 
teisfs  wotJd  have  twen  in  mi :  tliey  goaded  tiie  little  animals 
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on  the  flanks  and,  rides  with  th^  long  pikes,  hoUooing,  and 
shouting,  and  scampering  in  such  a  mann^  that  aQ  the  lat- 
ticed windows  flew  open  as  we  passed'  along  the  streets ; 
whilst  some  of  the  party  were  in  litde  better  plight  than  pooi 
Johnnj  Gilpin  when  he  rode  fiuther  than  be  intended.  And 
that  no  part  of  tlie  town  might  be  deprived  of  having  a  peep 
at  our  respectable  cavalcade,  the  rasculs  separated  us,  as  if 
by  dc^ii::!!,  some  taking  one  street,  some  anutlier,  whilnt  wc 
vren-  uiulcr  the  !irresf§ity  of  retiiaining  perfectly  unconscious 
Mliitl>rr  thry  mc:inl  to  drive  At  length  Dr.  Gillan,  Mr. 
Maxwell,  and  myself  anivcd  at  a  large  decent  looking  build- 
^  ing,  with  a  quadrangular  court,  surrounded  by  galleries,  not 
unlike  some  of  the  inos  in  Inland,  and  which  indeed  we 
isCbcluded  to  be  a  house  cf  this  descripticMi.  The  Doctor 
nuurcbed  into'  a  room  without  ceremony  and  fac^pm  to  call 
faistilj  for  tiie  hmdlovd,  when  a  g^tleman  shewed  himself, 
whose  appearance  and  mnwiiwr  excited  some  doubts  in  his 
mind  whether  he  n^ght  not  have  oommitted  a  uustake ;  and 
accordingly  was  hr«jinning  a  suitable  apology  in  French,  but 
wJis  immediately  relieved  from  his  rmbnrrassment  by  the  gen- 
tleman taking  his  liand  iind  interruj)lins:  him  with—"  No 
"  apologies,  my  dear  Sir,  I  pray  you ;  every  Knghshman  is 
"  welcome  to  my  house  and  to  what  it  can  aftbrd."  Mr. 
little  happened  to  be  the  very  pci^n  to  whom  our  letters 
were  addressed :  and  we  afterwards  found  that  the  muktem 
had  severally  been  instructed  by  Mr.  Buny,  the  British  con<- 
tul  in  Santa  CruSf  to  what  houses  they  should  conduct  us» 
which  cifcumslaiice  explamed  to  us  Ihe  reason  of  our  separa- 
tion on  entering  the  town. 


One  of  Hie  llrat  6b|eoli  of  our  inqiiiiiM  vu  die  nods  of 
MoencUog  tlw  peak:  bvt  we  had  tbo  moftifioitioii  to  Imt 
that  the  fleason  was  too  lar  advaaoed,  as  the  mow  had  begim 
to  lie  upon  the  summit.  Mr.  little^  howeier*  verj  "M'gng^y 
sent  for  semal  guides  from  die  city  that  very  evening,  tt 
order  tliat  we  miirht  obtain  full  mfornialion  on  tJbe  sukgeeL 
They  gave     bnt  little  enrouraccinent ;  and  some  of  them  re- 
presented the  undertaking  to  be  attrndt  d  with  such  disagreeable 
and  even  dang«TOus  circnnistances,  at  thi>  si  ason  of  tlie  year,  as 
foniiK-lled  tlieni  jH>siii\<>ly  to  decline  riigui^ug  in  it.  Deter- 
mined, however,  to  make  the  attempt,  we  prevailed  on  two  of 
tiiciu  to  accompany  ib^,  one  of  wliom  was  a  regular  desccodaat 
of  the  original  inhahitantt  of  the  is)aiid,  called  the  Gtumehet, 
He  was  a  tsO  mtacuhtt  %ai«,  perfectly  upright,  a^ve  and 
Tigoious,  thoi^  more  than  sbcty  yeais  of  age,  of  a  saSov 
oomplenon,  with  luif^  cheek  bones*  nose  lather  flatteqed,  lip* 
aomewhat  thick,  and  long  Made  hair.  As  a  jouinej  to  t£e 
Fteak  u  shrajs considered  to  employ  two  fiiil  days,  some  pro- 
vimon  must  necessarily  be  made  for  passing  the  night  on  the 
mountain.    A  tent  was  not  to  Im:  had  in  all  Oralava,  bat 
thr  TTiaster  of  a  Hri  t''  then  taking  in  wine  furnished  us  Avith  an 
ol(i  sail ;  and  wc  mustered  as  many  great  coats,  boat  cloaks 
and  blankets,  as  ap|>eared  to  be  necessary.    jMr.  I/ittle  pro- 
cured for  us  fresh  mules,  and  provided  a  most  abundant  sup^ 
ply  of  cold  fowls,  hams^  mntton,  wine,  and  other  good  thin^ 
fiv  our  fcfteshment. 

Abont  IS  o'dodc  the  fiDDowing  day  we  set  off  npoB  oar 
expedition,  to  the  great  siii|»iae  of  ttie  inhatatants  who  be- 
stowed on  US  very  liberally  the  epithet  of  Mod  JBi^lwlbNsii. 
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Our  cavalcade  cotisttted  nineteen  molei  and  poBieS)  an  equal 
Amnber  of  driven  and  tvo  guides.  Leaving  the  dtj  oi  Oiatava 
en  Ihe  left,  wejbegan  to  ascend  tbe  mountains  bj  astoaey  patha 
wmding  along  tbe  upper  edge  of  a  deep  lavine,  which  was 
dioakedneejrij  with  a  Ajtestaflaigechesnttt  trees.  Themoun* 
tuns  on  each  side  wercAvell  clotlicd  with  underwood,  wbicfaia 
some  parts  had  been  clcand  away  for  the  salce  of  firewood, 
and  in  otliei-s  for  the  purpose  ol"  culti>'ation.  The  little  oot> 
tages,  interspersed  in  the  coppice,  served  materially  to  en- 
liven the  scene.  The  summit  of  the  first  mountain  was  a 
plain  of  so  <-onsitierablc  an  extent  that  it  took  us  an  liour  t<j 
cross,  through  an  unijiterruptcJ  lliickct*  couiposcd  of  tall  aiid 
luxuriant  evergr^us,  among  which  were  a  species  of  laurel, 
two  of  Ae  Bkmium .  or  buck-4bani«  a  CaUus,  EuphorbiOf 
shrubby  hifperitum,  two  or  three  spedes  of  oonTolroIus, 
boooy  end  other  oreeping  plants ;  but  the  most  comnioii  was 
a  species  vi  heath  and  the  vmamttm  nignm  or  biaek 
whoitldberrjr.  Tliis  sur&ce  of  perpetual  verdure  has  obtainni 
hot  undeserv  edly,  the  name  of  the  Green  mountain. 

The  next  part  of  Uie  road  was  up  a  steep  ascent  of  a  very 
difierent  aspect,  chiefly  composed  of  scattered  fragments  of 
I  lava,  among  u  liicli  was  little  vegetation  except  the  humble 
I  class  of  cj:;}'ptogamous  plants.  Here  we  saw  a  number  of  wild 
goats,  wMch  we  find  at  without  sooceis.  Tbe  shadow  of  the 
Peak,  winch  threw  a  dark  and  lengthened  f^oom  along  the 
rqgged  ridge  of  hills  stretching  to  the  eastvaid,  whilst  the 
whole  of  ^  oppottte.  coast  fiom  Oiatava  n^y  to  Santa 
CroMf  with  its  uumetous  vilkges,  was  strongly  illumined  liy 
the  rays  of  tbe  western  snn,  afiorded  a  landscape  that  was 
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singiilarl^y  i)cauUiul  and  interesting.  We  contuiued  to  asceud 
by  a  sort  oi'  steps  6rom  rock  to  rock,  and  abng  the  brisk  of 
frightful  precipice!,  tiD  7  o'ckx:k,  wbcn  woperenved  Hie  fibud 
that  entebped  ^  boMmaf  tlie  peftk  rolling  down  HietideB  of 
mooulaiB  nilfa  gpnt  vdodtj.  Hie  thmnometer,  atnoon 
vlwii  ire  left  Ontava,  ttood  at  7^;  and  it  wat  now  down 
1045".  llie guides be^  to iKalannad,  and caid  we dKmU 
he  overwbeiDied  1^  die  alonn  that  -was  brewing  above,  if  we 
attempt^  to  proeeed  orach  higher.  We  therefore  conduded 
to  halt  fiir  the  nig^  under  the  lee  of  a  lai^  lod^  near 
which  was  growing  a  qtiatitity  of  the  Cfffituo  foVtonis,  and  of 
the  Spartium  nuhigena,  the  rlrnid-bom  broom  ;  the  fomier  of 
which  was  no  Iml  fuel,  though  green,  and  the  latter  sencd 
for  our  beds.  The  old  sail  was  om  general  coverlid,  but  it 
soon  became  dripping  wet,  and  Fahrenheits  thermometer 
tank  to  40*.  Just  bdow  ns  fhefe  li^ppeiied  to  be  a  verdant 
vaDey,  dioaked  with  dmbbj  plaub^  to  wlikji  ih»  muleteen 
aetfte;  and  the  cnddnigbilaaB  in  iheinidstof  tZiestami  and 
'daikneis  pioduced  «  tafalime  and  soienin  some,  wUdi  was 
heightened  to  a  more  romantic  pitch  bj  the  guides  and  ■- 
muleteen  singing  in  fuD  cbonis  the  midmgjht  hjnui  to  the  ' 
ViIg^L 

The  ft)llo\ving  morning  brought  witii  it  but  little  hope  of  a 
fevonrable  change  in  the  Meather.  Thf  fniides  still  con- 
tinued to  siiew  a  reluctance  to  proceed  ;  and  the  greater  part 
of  our  company,  cold,  wet,  fatigued,  and  lieartily  sick  of  the 
eipedifion,  seemed  to  encourage  the  unwilfingneis  of  the . 
Spsniaxds.  Four  of  us,  bowetcr,  detmanied  not  so  readily 
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fo  give  up  the  point ;  and  lia\'irtg  prevsHetl  on  one  of  t!i*^ 
gaides  and  maleteers  tn  Hrcompany       we  proiecdt'd  up  llic- 
riioum  Mil     As  "we  iul\ iinfod  in  lieight,  the  wind  and  the  rain 
bt-ranie  iiioio  violent.    We  irached  a  plain,   of  whicU  we 
could  perceive  no  limit,  whose  surfiice  wa.s  strewed  over  with, 
huge  vin&hapcii  uiuiises  of  lava,  which  had  probably  bckiik 
l^urled  from  the  crater  on  the  summit  of  tke  peak.   The  mule- 
tem,  after  having  eudeavouied  in  vain  te  ioduce  as,,  ifst  by 
fenuttsioa  and  then  by  thieatSk  t»  turn  Uie  beads  of  Ibe 
•  mules  down  the  hiU,  thought  .fit  te  detertus.  Tbetbenno- 
neter  was  now  down  to  S6* ;  and  the  iiinles  became  as  obsti- 
nate and  reftactory  as  tbeir  diivers,.  who  bad  jost  left  us.  It 
blew  indeed  so  very  strong,  that  they  were  Htcrally  unable  to 
proceed.   Dr.  GiUan  and  h\n  imde  were  carried  to  the  brink 
of  a  prreipire,  where  the  beast  luckily  fell,  or  both  must 
inevilably  have  perished.     Wv  now  dismounted  and,  tvincj 
our  mules  to«icUier,  endeavoured  to  walk  along  the  lx>ttoui  of 
a  valley  that  seemed  to  lead  to  the  foot  of  t4»e  great  cone  : 
but  tlie  surface  being  entirely  strewed  over  with  pnniic(^ 
stones,  we  sunk  to  the  ankle  at  every  step  ;  and  the  dxibi  and 
sulphureous  smell  were  equally  dmoxious  and  intolerably 
suflfocating.    We  now  perceived  that  every  hope  mast  be 
abandoned  of  making  ferther  progress.  Tbe  thermometer 
was  down  to  30*.  The  storni  continued  to  increase,  and  to 
sucb  a  degree  of  videoce,  as  to  oUige  as  to  return  to  the  spot 
where  we  bad  passed  Ibe  night.    Having  here  dried  our 
clothes  aiMl  taken  sane  rdreshment,  we  remounted  and  in 
the  course  of  jive  hours,  in  the  midst  of  the  heaviest  rain  1 
em  experienced,  reached  Oratora  where  not  a  drop  of 
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nin  had  fidien.  Jn,  Ike  ereiUDg  oi^  of  the  £ugU>h  meruhaats 
calextamed  ut  with  a  ball,  to  cmuofe  vat  ia  aonae  dsgnt  tot 
our  recent  dnappointmeot. 

Ilie  deioc&t  of  the  ousicufj  in  the  banunctar  indicated  the 

bdght  of  that  part  of  the  mountain  Aviiere  u  o  paMed  the  night 
to  be  6030  feet,  and  the  valley  of  piiinice  <vtooe  and  ashes 
might  perhaps  be  9.5(X)  feet  higher.  Tlie  whole  height  of  tlve 
peak  from  tlie  plain  nf  Orntava,  according  to  the  best  of> 
servntions.  is  from  5.'3,(XK>  to  14,000  feet.  Though  this  ( le- 
^"ation  in  the  latitude  of  the  pvnk  is  greater  than  niiat  is  \t  ~ 
quiied  on  continental  situuUun^,  under  the  bainc  purullcl,  to 
prodttoe  perpetual  congelation,  yet  as  it  rises  immediately 
fran  the  plain  and  ia  ckwd/  miMimded  bj  the  sea,  the 
mew  itmaina  on  its  tnnunit  only  from  November  - to  April  in* 
dmive.  At  the  bate  of  the  nppermoat  cone  aie  laige  cavemst 
into  wluch,  at  the  spring  «f  the  year,  the  peasantry  roll 
masses  of  ice  and  anov;  and  from  hence  thq  island  issopplied 
with  ioe  the  whole  summer. 

We  were  not  more  succcssftil  in  p-atifying  curiosity  on 
another  ix>int,  which  was  one  of  the  ohjccts  of  our  |ouniey, 
namely,  that  of  visiting  some  of  the  eaverns  in  which  the 
original  inhabitants  of  the  iblaud  were  accubtoiued  to  deposit 
their  dead«  Most  of  the  Esi^iah  gentlemen  assured  us  that 
thoy  had  seen  sudi  bodies  but  we  were  not  fortunate  enough 
to  meet  with  any  who  could  point  out, the  exact  situation  of 
the  carons :  and  all  our  inquiries  of  the  natives  ended  only 
in  ft  atong  of  eontEadidiooa :  not  tlmt  Ihey  memit  to  deceiTa 
Qs»  but  the  trnveUer  who  asks  muchof  simple  and  uninfinmed 
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men  wffl  be  apt  to  ooodnde  wA.  Ihe  anne  lemariL  that  Dr. 
JohnMa  made  intli  legard  to  the  HighlandeWy  **  fint  tiie 
**  inqairer,  by  a  kind  of  intdlectual  letrogradation,  know* 
**  leM  asheheaxB  moK."  It  is  better,  however,  to  be  amused 
with  the  absuidilies  of  sin^plidtj  than  to  be  led  astntj  by  de> 
signing  ingenuity.  Denon  could  never  be  deceived  by  the 
old  sheik,  ^vho,  as  he  was  taking  a  view  of  some  massy  ruins 
of  Upper  Ecvpr,  asked  him  Arhethcr  the  English  or  the 
Frencli  liRf^  nci  tt  d  those  gigantic  monunicnts  ?  The  sim- 
plicity of  a  shepherd  of  Salisbury  plain,  ^vitk  which  I  was 
once  greatly  amused  on  a  visit  to  Stonehenge,  was  pretty 
much  uf  the  same  ca^i  wiUi  I  iial  of  Denoii's  sheik.  "  'Iliis  is 
J  *•  a  very  old  building,  fiiend,"  said  I.  "  Aye,  Master,  it  is 
:  **  very  old ;  I  have  known  it  these  twenty  yean,  and  it  lockM 
-  just  the  same  fiur  all  the  woild  as  it  did  when  fiist  I  came 
\  M  into  diis  part  of  the  countiy  * 

The  bodies  of  the  Gnandies  that  are  found  in  caverns  are 
said  not  to  have  vndergone  any  preparation,  but  merely  to 
have  been  wrapped  round  with  goat  skins.  The  dryness  of  the 
atmosphere  on  this  island  is  such  that,  l)y  a  gradual  and  spon- 
taneous evaporation  of  the  juices,  animal  suhstancesarc  rrflnrcH 
to  a  state  of  complete  riwidity  and  desiccation.  This  seems  to 
have  been  tlie  common  mode  of  interment.  Tlie  nvnnber  still 
remaining;  of  tliis  race  of  men  is  very  few,  perliaps  not  more 
than  a  dozen  on  the  whole  island.  The  imperfect  and  partial 
accounis  that  have  been  handed  down  by  their  oonqaerais 
an  agteethat  they  were  a  bold,  generous,  ftithful,  and  good- 
hunioui«d  people ;  that  they  acknowledged  one  snpreme 
IViwer,  to  whom  they  oflercd  on  high  mountains  the  most 


valimUe  gpft  tbey  had  to  bettoir»  fhe  milk  ci  tiheir  deep  and 
ef  their  goats.  Iliej  v^gjateied  cvenlt  bgr  the  diangn  of  the 
niDOQ.  Thej  weie  euiMy  IgDomat  of  the  we  of  iioo,  and 

had  no  other  hostile  weapooa  to  oppose  to  the  aims  of  their 
invaders  than  sticks  and  stones,  which,  however,  they  are 
said  to  have  hurled  with  great  torcc  and  dexterity.  They 
Uved  in  stone  houx^s,  neatly  built  without  the  assistance  of  lime, 
clay,  or  any  other  substitute  for  mortar.  They  had  a  systematic 
jTOverniiu  )it  and  a  uradation  of  raidv  in  society  ;  established 
laws  and  a  regular  adiuiiii^Uatioii  of  justice.  They  led  a 
pastoral  life,  but  were  not  wholly  unacquainted  with  agricul- 
taie.  Tlieir  flocks  were  coBi;kwed  of  ifaeep  and  goats  and 
they  had  abo  plentj  of  ho^.  Iheir  dot^g  oonsbted  of 
the  skins'of  goats,  sown  togetherwitfi  the  tendons  of  Uie  same 
aoinial  divided  into  threads.  The  w<Hnen  wore  c^  made  of 
these  skins,  ornamented  with  small  univalve  shells,  and  shoes 
of  the  same  material.  Like  the  Kaffers  and  the  Hottentot* 
they  found  great  amusement  in  daneing  in  a  ring  on  moon- 
light nights,  singing  aiifl  brnfing  time  bv  clapping  their 
hands  and  stamping  with  theu'  teet.  Like  iiK'se  people,  too, 
they  kniiiled  fire  by  twirling  the  point  ot  a  small  stick  upon 
another  with  great  velocity.  They  had  vessds  of  clay  to  con- 
tmn  IheSr  milk,  in  whidi  also  thej  roasted  their  grain,  pro> 
bnUj  the  maiae  or  Guinea  com,  though  in  most  of  the  earij 
Tojages  it  is  called  bailey.  Hie  roots  of  the  polypody/ dried 
in  the  snn  and  braised  between  two  stones,  were  made  use  of 
to'tbicken  their  milk ;  and  they  liad  plenty  of  honey,  s\reet 
potatoes  and  vetches.  The  stone  p'mv  on  the  brow  of  the 
hills,  and  the  chcsnut  in  the  deep  glens,  furnished  them  with 
nuts ;  the  wild  olire,  the  buck-thom,  the  whortkberry  shrulv 
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and  ihB  arimtiis,  widi  beiriei;  wUkt  the  imtive  fig  tree  and 
priddj  pew  supplied  Uiem  ^vilh  cooUng  and  agrewUe  fiuito. 
So  innocent  and  so  unsuspecting  of  wnmg  were  diOie  hftpi^ 
natives  of  the  Fortunate  Islands^  that  they  assisted  their  phin- 
derers  to  lanrl  on  their  shores.  And  when  the  tamovis  robber 
of  those  days,  (for  he  deserves  no  betler  appeilation,)  Jean  de 
BetancoWt  a  Frenchman,  tonned  tiic  project  of  subduing  the 
Canaries,  for  the  charitable  purpose  of  converting  the  iulidci* 
to  Ciiristianity,  they  laboured  at  tboBe  rory  forlificatkios  wUdi 
.mn^mam  of  reducing  tlioa  and  tlidr  oSpriug  to  slavery 
and  -wieficfaednea^  and  finaUj  effected  iJietr  oemplete  exteiv 
lamatum  as  a  people.  Thedesoandaatsof  diefevwlioiaq^ 
have  Mended  nidi  the  inradoi  have  ioat  all  diiluicCtve  fta^> 
tuna  of  theirorigin ;  and  it  may  be  doubted  if  their  ouxtoie 

impiofe  tlie  laoe. 

^Thv  t"ondition  of  the  great  hulk  of  tlic  islauders  apj^ars  to 
be  preiiy  much  the  srime  as  those  of  ilic  inhabitants  of  Ma- 
deira, which,  notw'illisLaiiduig  the  iiuU:  enronragement  held 
out  by  tlie  proprietors  of  estates  and  cultivaloni  uf  the  land, 
ovg^t  to  be  conwderBbly  better,  were  tiiej  lev  avene  to 
labonr.  It  is  tne,  the  meie  necenaries  of  life  aie  neither  to 
amnsront  nor  eo  wgent  as  in  reigpons  of  a  colder  teupemtoie^ 
where  <4**Ki»>g  and  fad  aie  so  iudiipaiiaUe  as  to  be  ranked 
among  the  articles  of  the  first  necessity^  Here,  a  jacket  of 
coarse  woollen  cloth  and  draweiB  of  canvas,  with  a  handker- 
chief bound  rotnid  the  head,  or  a  coarse  hat,  constitute  the 
usn;d  tin  ss  of  thr  majority  of  the  peasantry.  The  ambition 
of  mO!st  oi  ilie  |>euy  dealers  and  mcchanicji  prompts  tlicm  to 
add  skirts  to  their  coats,  by  which  they  are  entitled  to  the 
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honour  of  ivearing  a  8wo]:d.^The  dn>s!i  of  the  lower  dam  of 
wooiea  is  pretty  nearly  the  same  as  that  which  i>  v.-nrn  in 
Madeira.  We  saw  httlo  of  tliosr  in  tlic  higher  ranks,  m  ho  in- 
deed rarely  stir  ahroatl ;  and  who  at  such  .times  arc  jnrencr.illy 
veiled  or.  more  cuirectly  speaking,  half-\ciled,  as  they  always 
takr  t  aro  to  shew  one  of  their  pretty  black  eyes  and,  aci  ident- 
aily  ai>  it  were,  sometimes  the  w  hole  of  the  countenance,  espe- 
dally  if  they  percdve  tbat  they  are  obeen'ed  by  strangere. 
Their  oomplexions  by  oonfiaeflieiit  become  pale  and  sickly, 
bnt  they  have  akuMt  iuvariaUy  fine  dark  eyes  and  good 
teeth.  When  full  dressed  for  some  particnler  occasioD,  tlxy 
wear  long  flowing  veils  of  thin  white  silk,  and  Spanish  cloaks 
of  scarlet  doth,  richly  embroidered  and  edged  ^ith  gold  lace. 
The  imdress  consists  of  a  short  jarkot  and  jx'tticoat,  when  their 
long  black  hair  bound  with  a  l)lit  t  lalh  straifrht  down  behind. 
The  hoodeil  cloaksot  tlic  niicUllc  i  l;i<s  an-  ol  tint-  llan- 
ncl  lived  black,  a  vrrv  (-oii^uh'rahlc  inaiiuCai  liirc  ot'  wincii  is 
cairitd  on  in  ihc  city  of  8ulisl)uiy,  uuil  exported  through  liisboii 
and  Cadiz  to  the  Portugucze  and  Spanish  colonics.  N  um- 
bos of  females  are  coodemned  to  pass  their  daysin  nunnoies* 
with  which  every  town  and  viUage  in  the  island  ^xninds ;  and 
the  younger  sons  of  the  great  land^'holders  are  usuaUy  bfou^t 
up  for  the  chnrdi,  in  order  that  the  fiunily  name  and  estate 
may  be  transmitted  to  posterity  throng  the  ddest  son. 

Tlie  influence  of  the  dergy  in  Tenerifle  is  paramount.  It 
extends  to  all  the  concerns  of  domestic  life,  and  its  authority 
is  backed  and  confirmed  by  the  teiTors  of  the  Holy  Inquisi- 
tion. Thr  existence  of  this  tribunal  must,  w  herever  its  bane- 
ful ioBucDce  extends,  be  incompatible  with  a  free  and  unre- 
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served  comrauuicatioii  of  sentimeuts,  even  among  the  ucare^t 
firiends.  Hie  Ufe,  indeed,  wtach  a  SlpanidivColoiUBt  leads  is 
nearly  as  secluded  as  that  of  a  Turk.   He  seldom  associates 
iritfa  bis  nei^bouiB  except  at  ▼espers,  at  jnatins,  ok  at 
*  mass.  The  gieater  part  of  the  day  is  oonsunied  in  idleness  at 

home.  He  reads  little  lie yond  his  bible,  his  missal,  and  pef- 
haps  the  mii  at  les  of  our  Lady  of  Candelaria,  the  protectress 
of  the  island,  Avhosc  statue  is  placed  in  a  chapd  about  ten 
milt  s  to  the  soutliward  of  Satita  L'l  iiz,  saitj  to  be  ornamented 
\\\\h  a  i>mfusion  of  gold,  silvt  r,  ami  pn't  it)us  stf)nfs.  It  is 
built  over  a  cavern  bv  thr  era-siioie,  in  wliieli  lit  r  Ladyship 
had  placed  Ikmm  It"  to  din  t  (  tlni  Spaniard:}  into  the  harbour 
\vith  a  ligiUcd  candle  iu  her  hand.  To  the  help  of  tliis  pious 
fraud  they  were  indebted  for  their  success  in  converting  the 
simple  natives  to  Qiristianity. 

Me  inquired  for  books,  but  could  find  nothing  in  the  shape 
*    of  one  for  sale  either  in  Santa  Cms,  Lagnoa,  or  the  two 

Oratavas.  We  w  cvv  told,  indeed,  that  not  a  book  was  suf- 
fered to  be  hmded  until  it  bad  t)een  inspected  by  the  proper 
oftir  r  of  the  Inquisition.  Yet  with  every  precaution  taken 
by  these  pure  aufi  lioly  men,  and  under  a!!  the  ri'inmrs  of  ec- 
clesiai^tiral  jnrisdn  t!ati,  the  morals  of  tin -people  v,  ere  found 
to  be  exUeiiu  lv  eormpt,  and  instances  ut  unhallowed  connec- 
tions bct\v«»cu  the  sexes  so  numerous,  that  it  Ix  i  aiae  neces- 
sary to  pass  a  law,  obliging  every  young  imipie  to  mairy 
w1k>  could  be  proved  at  any  time  to  have  boen  alone  to- 
gether— a  law  which,  it  was  shrewdly  suspected,  was  a  con- 
trivance of  the  lather  confessont,  with  a  view  to  answer  their 

s 

private  accommodation.  It  is  a  common  o|[ijnion  among  the 
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mbalatants,  that  die  ill  elffisctf  arising  fiom  fmunbcuoiu  love 
have  become  habituaJ  to  tiietr  coostitutioii  and  hereditary, 
so  that  few  fiunilies  either,  are  or  can  be  free  fnm  their,  in- 
duaenc^t  Hicre  are  equally  &w  who  are  not  troubled  with 
tiie  itch ;  the  leprosy  is  nut  uncmnmon,  and  icorbatic  affec- 
tions almost  unlvci^l.  Theae  cutaneous  diseases  ure  attri- 
buted by  them  to  the  copious  use  of  fish  ;  l)Ut  the  real  cause 
niav  ]K'rhaps  he  more  satisfartfirtly  arroimfrd  for  !iv  suppos- 
iiifr  them,  lik<'  the  lirsf,  to  ix-  ttaii^iiiitliHl  iVdiu  i'alhcr  to  son, 
and  tlieii'  acLiou  on  tlic  •^vstnii  k<MU  ahve  I'v  imlyleat  habits, 
by  want  of  exCrcise  and,  above  ail,  by  a  loiai  disregard  to 
clcanliuefls*  Under  the  idea,  however,  thattbelrequentand 
abundant  uae  of  fish  may  contribute  to  the  continuance  of 
these  disordera,  the  good  Bishop  of  the  Canaries  was  induced^ 
to  grant  a  dbpensaticni  with  the  strict  observance  of  Lent 
and  otfier  fast  days*  so  £u:  at  least  as  to  oonunute  the 
usual  restrictions  and  privations  for  a  certain  number  of 
Pater  nosteis  and  Ave  Marias,  to  be  repeated  puUidy  in  the 
middle  of  the  great  square,  by  all  such  as  were  desirous  of 
avaiUnc;  thnn^^rlvcs  of  thi^  induljrpnre.  Thh  worthy  prelate, 
whose  revenues  arc  not  much  Ic^*-  tlian  lu,0(JU/.  a  year,  and 
Avhi)  uMially  resitles  at  Palmar  on  (irand  Canaria,  is  said  to 
disLribuic  u  gieul  part  uf  them  in  acts»  01  clmiity  ;  <br  enabling 
him  to  do  wliich,  he  is  frequently  under  the  necessity  of  ap- 
plying to  his  domestks  for  temporaiy  suppUes  of  money  till 
hb  rents  become  due. 

The  maintenance  of  a  numerous  body  of  eodestastics  be- 
comes a  heavy  charge  tm  the  colonists.  In  addition  to  the 
ofdinaiy  ahqs,  individual  donations,  legacies,  and  estraovdi- 
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iiHi-y  coaitibutions,  they  are  entitled  to  the  tentli  of  the  pn>- 
duce  of  the  land,  out  of  which,  however,  the  Crown  denumds 
the  royal  thirds  that  were  granted  1^  the  Pope.  All  exports 
and  imports  are  also  taxed  for  ibe  benefit  of  the  Grown; 
and  the  luxuries  of  snuff  and  tobacco  are  lojal  monopolies 
inohtbited,  on  very  heavy  penalties,  from  l>eing  ini|X)rted 
by  individuals  or  cuUivatcd  on  the  island.    A  little  weed  that 
grows  on  the  roeks,  the  Lichen  Jiochella^  usually  called  Or- 
chella,  used  as  a  ]>urple  dye  for  silks,  is  also  a  royal  mono- 
poly.   As  an  extraordinary  in(iulu:<Muc  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown,  the  small  quantity  of  silk  produced  in  Tencritlc  is  uJ- 
loweU  t<J  1h  manufactured  into  gloves  and  stockings  ;  and  the 
growth  ot  the  augar-canc  is  not  absolutely  prohibited,  because 
the  cultivatioa  of  this  article  is  not  attmded  with  any  profit 
to  the  planter ;  but  the  culture  and  the  manulactttre  of  all 
Mich  artides,  as  the  mother-country  or  her  more  iaroured  co- 
lonies can  supply,  ate  directly  jHohifailed  on  this  island.  Yet 
with  all  these  lestrictioDS,  the  whcrfe  amount  of  the  taxes, 
imposts  and  vexatious  monopolies  on  the  Seven  Islands,  is 
scarcely  e([ual,  after  the  expcnces  are  deducted,  to  the  annual 
profits  of  a  London  brewer.    And,  with  so  many  ^Hscouraging 
drawbacks  on  industry,  it  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  that  they 
should  liavc  Jio  i^rrat  alnindancc  of  snrjvlns  ]irotiiicc  to  di'sjwse 
of  c\f  r[)t  tiieir  wines.    Tlie  qnadrupttlfi  on  the  island  ronsist 
in  a  lew  horses,  nudes,  asses,   and  homed  cattle,  bt-sities 
sheep,  goats,  hog^i,  and  rabbits  ;  ami  we  found  all  kinds  of 
poultry  dear  and  dtflkuH  to  procure.  Hio  nmricct  k  equally 
ill  supplied  with  fruit  and  vegetables.  Th^  bread  is  very 
indiff^TCDt   Such  are  the  pernicious  elfecta  of  a  bad  gpivem- 
ment  cm  one  of  the  finest  islands  probaUy  on  the  sui&oe  of 
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the  globe — an  uland  whidi,  it'  iiilmbiied  hy  ;ui  uuiuaUiuus 
.and  ifUdligent  race  of  men*  and  goremed  hy  just  and  salutary 
IftWB,  voald  not  onlj  afibid  the  meana  of  subostence  £ot 
ei|^tGca  or  twentj  thoiuand  families,  wluch  may  be  aDine« 
wheie  about  it»  present  populatioo,  but  might  be  made  to 
produce  an  abundant  supply  of  valuable  commodities  tbr  tibe 
markets  of  Europe;  such  as,  for  instance,  in  ndtlition  to  its 
wines,  silk,  cotton,  olive  oil,  and  dried  fhiits.    Al!  the  hilly 
country  is  said  to  ho  w  elt  ail-.iplcd  tor  the  gi'owth  of  almonds, 
;uul  ilic  dvc\)  ravines  tbr  thai  oi' clu  snuts.    iLs  fisheries  on  the 
i»pposite  coast  of  Afi'ica  nii'ilit  he  carried  on  to  almost  anv 
extent,  ami  a  vcrv  c()i)!>iUeral>K"  sourcf  ot"  t rati c  created  hy  thi" 
aiticle  of  5>alU'd  tisli  alone.   But  aJlhuugh  on  commercial  ct>n- 
sideradons  the  Canary  Islands  are  capable  of  mudi  im- 
pDcnrcment,  and  the  condition  of  their  inhabitants  of  being 
greatly  mdiorated  and  the  population  extended;  md  al-> 
though  they  are  situated  in  the  direct  track  of  all  the  ontwaid* 
bound  fleets  for  India  and  the  Southern  Whale  Fidiery,  the/ 
do  not  appear  of  much  imfHutance  to  any  |)o\vcr  cither  in  n 
naval  or  political  iK)int  of  view.    Their  situation  is  too  near 
the  coa.sts  of  FAUope  to  break  tlie  length  of  an  Indian  voyage 
with  afiy  advantasre  :  and  there  is  neither  a  ??pr!jrc  hay  nor 
any  harhoiir  for  lai  uc  ships  in  the  whole  croupe.    Tiic  soil, 
ho\ve\(M',  on  mo-t  of  them  is  '^ood,  and  cxtieniely  well  suited 
lor  the  c  uiltvalion  ot  liic  viuc,  and  of  various  kiudf>  of  grain 
and  pulse ;  and  the  climate  is  delight^  beyond  tliat  perhaps 
of  any  other  country  on  the  surface     tlie  globe.  During 
our  stay  on  the  island,  which  was  certainly  but  short,  the 
thermometer  of  Fahrenheit  never  descended  below  '70^,  nor 
lose  beyond  76^,  generally  remainmg  about  73*  f  «nd  we 
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were  told  tlwt  on  die  hottest  days  it  seldom  exceeds  80%  and 
aa'  fletdom  on  the  coldest  falls  bdow  66*,  making  thus  the 
extremes  of  heat  and  cold  to  differ  only  14  d^rees  in  twdve 
montfis ;  wheieas  on  our  island  mre  have  sometimes  near  twice 

Ac  Tariation  iii  the  course  of  t  welve  h(»urs.  Tlie  temperatuie» 
it  is  true,  in  the  town  of  Santa  Cruxt  which  is  surrounded  by 
bare  volcanic  rocks,  is  sometimes  as  iiigh  as  88%  owing  en- 
tirely to  it^  confincfl  situation  niid  the  reflected  rays  of  the 
sun.  Ihc  moderate  and  steady  temperature  ot  the  ishmd  in 
general,  added  to  a  dry  and  elastic  atmosphere,  iiii<j;lit  he 
expected  to  pnxhiee  tlie  iiio-l  happy  effects  on  llie  constitu- 
tion, wliieh  no  duul)l  would  bo  ihe  case  were  they  not  coun- 
teiacted  by  tlie  pecidiar  habits  of  the  people.  We  observed, 
indeed,  among  the  peasantry,  several  persons  of  an  advanced 
age.  The  mortality  was  stated  to  be  something  less  than 
three  in  the  hundred;  and  as  infectious  diseases  attended 
M'ith  great  mortality  are  scarcely  known  on  the  Canary 
Islands,  the  population  of  course  would  rapidly  increase,  were 
it  not  kept  down  by  a  regidar  drain  to  the  Spanish  colonics  in 
.South  iVmericn.  'ITir  nmnhrr  nf  iidinhitants  on  Trncrifre  was 
considered  to  beal>oiitone  hundred  tiionsand.  An  instance  of 
longevity  was  nientionetl  to  us,  which  upj>earL'd  lo  be  the 
more  aslomshing  on  account  of  the  intemperate  life  whi(  h  the 
individual  was  accustomed  to  lead.  James  Mcny,  a  native 
of  Irdand,  and  British  Consul  for  many  years  on  Tenerifie, 
was  stated  to  have  latdy  left  the  island,  in  his  118th  year, 
in  a  yaoA  of  pet,  because  he  could  no  longer  g^t  a  little  good 
brandy  for  his  own  use.  like  Fabtaff  complaining  that  they 
put  lime  into  his  sack,  he  swore  "  there  n  as  nothing  but  roguery 
to  be  found  in  villainous  man."  This  veteran  son  of  Bacchus 
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is  8ud  to  hare  generally  finished  »  bottle  of  his  fiivourite  ' 
liquor  every  evening  before  he  ircnt  to  bed. 

little  as  tlic  ancients  might  have  known  of  the  real  state  and 
situation  of  the  Canary  Isknds,  they  had  no  doubt  sufficient 
information  of  their  happy  temperature  before  they  bestowed 
on  them  the  nnmc  of  the  Fortunate  Tslands.  Conceivinc:  them 
to  Im*  what  tliey  were  roprr^fnitrd.  it  is  tiie  less  surpii/mt;;  that 
the  Ivoman  General  St  i  loiius  sliould  iiave  exprcssetl  a  strong 
tlesire  to  pass  the  iciiiainder  of  liis  days  in  such  a  retreat, 
rranoved  from  the  horrors  and  calamities  of  war,  and  placed 
beyond  the  tyrant's  grasp.   **  Rain,"  says  Flutaidi,  "  seldom 

fidls  on  the  Forimaie  Islandt,  and  when  it  does  it  fells 

modeiately ;  bnt  they  have  soft  Ineeses  scattering  such  rich 
**  dews,  that  the  soil  not  only  faecames  fit  fiar  sowing  and 

planting,  but  spontaneously  produces  the  most  excellent 
*'  fmits  in  srieh  iibundance,  that  the  inhabitants  have  only  to 
"  indulge  themselves  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  ease.  The  air 
"  i-i  always  p!r;H;uit  and  ^nluhrious,  throuo;h  the  Iiaj^py  tern- 
"  peraturc  and  tiieu'  insensible  tran'sition  into  each  otlier." 
And  he  concludes  his  aceoinif  of  them  by  oliscrviag,  that 
**  thc»c  Hic  gf  nerally  bcHcvi  <l  to  l)e  the  Klysiaii  i"i«'ids  and 
**  the  seats  of  the  blessed,  wiiicli  Homer  has  dcsuiljcd  in  .til 
**  the  charms  of  verse." 

This  description  of  Homer»  to  which  Plutarch  alludes, 
howei'er  beautiful  in  tlie  original,  has  probably  not  suffered 
mndi  by  translation,  in  the  hands  of  onr  English  bard. 
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"  A  li.ijiplcr  lot  the  smiling  fates  decree  : 

"  Free  from  that  law,  beneath  whose  mortal  »wij 

"  Elysium  shall  be  thine ;  the  bllstful  plaint 

<*  Of  utmost  earth,  where  Radamanthus  reigns. 

**  Joys  ever  young,  unmix'd  with  pain  or  fear, 

**  Fill  the  wide  circle  of  th'  eternal  year ) 

*  Slern  winter  smiles  oti  that  auspiciotis  cHme  i 

«  The  fields  are  florid  with  unfading  priml 

«  FWmAeUnkpofeao  winds  indeniettbliovt 

"  Mould  the  round  liall  or  (lake  the  fleecy  snoW| 
**  fiat  from  the  breezy  dcc^  the  blest  inhale 
<*  TiKftvNttaMmamof  AevcMerogak.* 
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CHAP.  in. 

TUB  ISLASO  OF  ST.  lAOO. 

CriHeal  SttaMtai  $»  m  tfm  Batt—fie  dfo^g  Dt^tat^fhi  SM,  Ot 
'  BnaUii  and  the  Alhecor—TJje  Sioordjitby  Intteauet  Vdtdtf  4^ 

Sfrrnzff-  -f—Tbe  Flying  F:sh,  Observation  of  a  Miitionary  eoiuemmg  it — 
Ex/tenmenl  of  the  Cork  being  forced  into  a  Bottle  tuni  in  the  Sea-^Re/lee- 
tMu  on  the  Shif  of  Captmn  Cooke  bring  trantfomed  into  a  Smuggler — The 
AtUmtmnittm  by  ^ueen  Mmabetb  to  Drakes  Ship— Town  and  Bay  of 
Tntm  lifiwifinnTf  *f  tht  fiifc Jftwifi  Of  ifW  ffiMrfiw  ifitt  Mmd^ 
Nil^lta  tf  tbt  Mother  Countrj—Produet     St,  JMNWhi  ^  itf 

The  storm  which  we  encountered  on  the  Peak  of  Teneriffe 
had  extended  with  ricarly  thr  «:inic  de^c  of  %iolcnce  to 
Santa  Cruz.  Several  of  fit*  luall  vrssels  lying  in  the  bay 
were  driven  on  shore,  others  bloun  ut  to  sea,  and  Uie  Ilin- 
dostan,  alter  breakini;  one  anchor  ai\d  losing  another,  had  a 
narrow  escape  from  being  dashed  in  pieces  among  the  rocks. 
TtM  ship,  on  oor  return  to  Ssnta  Cni^  was  already  imder  ' 
easy  sail  nem  ly  out  of  the  bay,  waiting  for  her  paasengefs ; 
and  as  the  weather  was  almost  calm,  we  hired  a  fbhing  boat 
to  take  us  on  board.  Those  of  our  company  whidi  belonged 
to  the  lion  man  of  war  embarked  on  board  that  vessel*  stUl 
remaining  at  anchor  in  the  bay.  Tlie  commander  of  the 
Uindostao,  having  concluded  that  the  whole  party  would  for 
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^that.  ni<Tht  at  Ica'st  remain  in  the  Lion,  continued  the  ship 
under  sail.    Our  Spaniards  tugged  away  pretty  lustily  at  the 
oars  for  al)out  l^vo  liours ;  but,  perceiving  we  were  already 
out  in  the  0{>cn  sea,  without  appearing  to  advance  in  the  least 
upon  tlie  ship,  they  at  length  began  to  talk  of  returning.  By 
way  of  encouragement*  some  of  us  took  a  spell  at  the  oar» 
vrhiki  otiien  dunked  the  doUafs ;  and  in  this  manner  we  kept 
jogging  on  for  about  an  hiotir  longer,  when  one  of  them^looking 
3tedfastly  at  the  moon>  declared  it  was  going  to  bk>w  a  hur- 
ricane, and  that  they  must  immediately  make  the  best  of 
their  way  to  the  shore.   Nothing  could  be  more  embairassing 
than  our  present  situation.  The  lion  was  now  also  under 
way,  and  fully  as  distant  from  us  as  the  Hindostan.  'Flic 
portentous  appearance  of  the  moon  seemed  completely  to 
have  dissolved  the  charm  which  the  music  of  the  dollar*  for  a 
time  produced.    It  was  now  near  midnight :  the  sky  became 
murky,  and  the  sea  much  agitated.    Under  such  circum- 
s.tances,  we  were  just  on  the  point  of  concluding  with  the 
.Spaniards  that  it  would  not  be  very  adviseable  to  encounter  a 
storm  in  an  open  boat,  in  the  middle  of  the  niglit,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  the  nearest  shore,  when  the 
only  thing  happened  that  could  possibly  have  relieved  us  fram 
the  awkward  dilemma  in  which  we  were  placed : — a  dead 
calm  ensued.    Still  we  were  at  a  consideralsle  distance  iiom 
the  ship ;  but  shaking  the  dollars  IumI  now  its  proper  effect, 
and  the  exertions  they  procured  brought  us  at  length  safely 
on  board. 

"NVithin  the  limits  of  th(^  trade  m  iiuls,  which  on  the  northern 
side  of  the  line  extend  sometimes  to  the  2811)  jKurallel  of  lati- 
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tade,  the  smoothness  of  the  sea  places  the  passenger  so  much 
at  Im  ease,  that  he  now  finds  himself  coiiipelled  to  seek  for 
MMM  kind  of  emplojrment  to  pass  away  the  time.  Among 
lSb»  fyw  Bcthre  pumiits  of  which  fhe  atnatton  admits,  lliat  of  > 
fidnng  natonUly  presents  itself.  Iht  motion  oommuiiicatied 
to  ibe  water  by  so  huge  a  body  «s  a  ship  never  fails  to  bring 
innad  it' a  gnat  number  and  variety  of  die  iAhafaitants  of  the 
deqH  wbo  acoompany  it  night  and  day  with  unwearied  pei^ 
reverance,  sometimes  far  bi\vr>nd  their  accustomed  climate. 
The  most  licautiful  fish  tliat  swjms  the  ocean  is  the  dolphin, 
(tlu-  Coi  ifji/iitna  hipptirus,)  of  wliich  u  p  can <j;ht  several  in  thLs 
pail  <;1  ilie  voyaec,  l>otliMith  the  iiuok  iuiii  witli  the  fork; 
uot  so  much  for  tlic  sake  of  leastina;  llio  aj)petite,  for  they  are 
but  indifferent  food,  as  of  indulging  the  eye  in  the  cruel  de- 
list of  observing  Uie  exquisitely  beautifid  but  evanescent 
tints  of  cdour  that  pass  in  succession  over  the  sui&oe  of  their 
bodies*  in  die  agonies  of  dying.  The  golden  hue  of  its  bade, 
when  fint  drawn  out  of  the  water,  which  obtaindl  it  the 
name  of  Dorado,  changing  into  all  tlie  colours  of  the  rainbow, 
infinitely  combined  and  varied,  and  seen  differently  from  dtf>. 
fexent  points  of  view,  ntny  be  reckoned  among  the  first  of  those 
brilliant  but  llcclinn;  appearances  wiUi  which  the  economv  of 
nature  sjomciuncs  gratiCic^  tlic  eye,  but  which  no  pen  can  ac- 
curately describe,  nor  pencil  delineate.  The  ravenous  shark, 
the  tyger  of  the  ocean,  is,  like  tliis  l)east  of  prey,  generally 
observed  prowling  alone.  He  seldom  refuses  die  bait,  and  is 
not  therefore  diflteult  to  be  taken ;  but  as  the  steodi  fenn  his 
body  b  so  intolerable,  his  carcase  is  rarely  hmsted  upon  deck. 
But  the  most  ootnmon  of  the  voracious  fish»  that  in  sluiahl 
accompany  ships  through  this  part  of  the  ocean,  are  two 
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tpeciea  of  mackeDet  (the  Sember  pekam,  known  to  whm 
hy  the  Povt^gnae  name  of  BoneHOp  and  the  77»yaniM  oc 
tunny,  usuallj  caUod  JI6eoor).  Diese  are  both  considered 
as  etcolent,  but  they  have  a  strong  and  disagreeable  flavour, 

are  very  ch  v  and  V)lack,  and  dangerous  effects  are  sometimes 
said  to  have  been  produced  from  €.'itiii2;  too  freely  of  thcin. 
The  tunny  caught  in  the  Mediterriineaii  wa^  coinnioaly  used 
at  tlie  feasts  of  the  Romans ;  yet  they  entertained  ah  idea 
that,  under  certain  circumstances,  it  was  poisonous.  Hie 
vekKitj  wilb  vhach  Hbfb  booetta  and  albecor  dart  acioat  the 
bows  of  a  sliip,  when  tafling  at  the  late  of  eig^  or  nine  mflea 
an  hour,  is  almost  inciadibks ;  it  k  so  lapid  that  the  eye  is . 
no  more  aUe  to  foUow  them  Uian  it  can  tiaoe  a  flash  of 
li^tobg. 

The  astofushing  velocity,  which  fishes  are  capable  of  exert* 
ing  in  so  dense  a  medium  as  water,  seems  to  l>e  owinc^  rather 
to  their  museulai  poner  titan  to  any  assistance  they  derive 
from  their  fins,  beyond  that  of  <Ui  ecting  their  course,  A  strong 
instance  ol  this  tact  may  be  remarked  in  the  amazing:  height  to 
which  a  salmon  will  Jeap  tiirougph  the  midst  of  a  watei-luU,  and 
which  he  accomplishes  more  by  an  eflfort of  nuiscular strength, 
tlian  by  the  action  of  hb  pectoral  fins,  the  spreading  oi 
which  indeed  would  tend  to  retaid  nther  than  accelerate  his 
progress.  But  there  are  instances,  stil)  more  extraocdinaiy 
than  tlie  salmdn-Jeap,  of  the  astonislnog  power  which  tli^ 
muscles  of  fishes  are  capable  of  exerting ;  so  very  extnoidinary 
indeed,  tliat  were  they  not  authenticated  in  such  a  manner 
as  not  to  ka\c  the  pos^iibilily  of  a  doubt,  they  would  cer- 
tainly be  considered  as  the  inventions  of  voyagers.  Ships' 
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«ldei  of  tinck  oak  plaak  hm  been  completely  peifinated  bj 
the  snout  of  the  BW4»nl-&li,  aot  of  the  commoa  species  the 
X^phku  gladius,  of  which  we  strtick  one  at  the  entrance  of 
Pbrta  Praya  bay,  Imt  aaoflicr  or  mt  least  a  iwicty,  of  greater 
dimensions,  being  sometimes  from  twenty  to  thirty  leet  in 
length,  and  (listinffiiished  by  a  lari^P  f^pottcd  back  liii,  and  by 
th<!  nninded  (  \(r(  inii  \  of  the  snout  or  lK>iiey  proress.  Van 
Odwuten  ot  Home,  in  Ins  very  entPrtainint^  voynsf  lomul  tiie 
world,  about  the  iM-giuiung  of  Uie  sex  entc(Mitli  ccuturv,  states 
lliut  "  a  great  hsh  or  a  sea  monster,  huviug  u  lumi  like  a 
ciKBmon  dephaatfB  tootti,  not  hoHosr  but  full,  struck  the 
ship  with  such  gpeat  aticiigth  that  it  entcied  into  thvee 
pianks  of  the  ship,  two  of  gfieen  and  one  of  oaken  irood, 
**  and  into  a  rib,  where  it  turned  upward  to  their  great  good 
^  fortune/*  In  the  year  1801,  a  Danish  ship  came  into  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  consequence  of  sprin^g  a  leak  off 
the  Brazil  ooasL  On  exan  i  n.  'ion  it  was  found  that  !<hc  bad 
been  struck  by  a  sword-hsii,  the  snout  of  wliich  had  pene- 
trated the  bottom,  where  it  still  remained,  havinsr  snapt  close 
to  the  plank  on  the  exterior  side  of  the  vessel.  In  the  same 
year  a  small  English  ship  came  into  Tahlc  bay,  having  re- 
crivcd  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  a  stroke  i'lom  a  sword-fish, 
which  ljuricd  part  of  tlie  boney  snout  no  dee]>  in  the  stem- 
post  as  to  impede  the  action  of  the  rudder.  These  two  facts 
consist  with  my  own  'knowtedge,  which,  together  with  the 
piece  of  plank  from  die  bottom  of  an  East  Indiaman,  now  in 
the  British  Museum,  transfixed  by  the  sword  of  this  fish,  may 
satisfy  the  doubts  of  the  most  sceptical  aa  a  sul^t  which 
was  known  to  the  ancients  perhaps  more  than  two  thousand 
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yean  ago,  as  it  w  meotioiMd  by  Fliny  to  be*  &ct  iadB^t- 
•bly  eateUiahed  li»g  befbre  his  time. 

For  wise  and  good  |Niiposes»  and  no  danAA  niik  abenefidal 
design,  though  not  comprtbeiided  and  on  that  aeooont  too 

often  arraigned  by  weak  pvesompCuous  roan,  the  same  system 
of  mutual  destruction  prevails  among  the  aninials  of  the  deep 
as  among  those  of  tlic  land.  The  dorado,  the  bonctta,  and 
the  albecor,  are  prey  for  the  all-devouring  shark  ;  and  these, 
in  their  turn,  arc  tlie  determined  enemies  of  the  Hying  fish ; 
and  tiiough  nature  has  bountifully  supplied  the  latter  with  a 
pair  of  wmg-like  fins,  which,  by  enabling  it  to  spring  into  the 
air,  ■ntnfftiiiff^f  assist  its  escape  fiom  its  hungry  puraunrs, 
yet  there  are  so  man j  enemies  among  the  feathered  race 
leady  to  souse  upon  it  in  its  new  element,  as  the  phaeton, 
the  pdican,  the  proccllaria,  diomedea,  and  a  number  of 
otihen,  that  in  talcing  this  flight  it  may  justly  be  said 

'  The  flying  fish  seems  not  to  be  endued  with  tlie  discretion- 
ary poirwof  altering  the  direction  of  its  flight  firom  that  of  a 
stm^t  line,  nor  of  continuing  many  seconds  of  time  out  of 
the  water.  Sometimes  a  whok  shoal  will  fly  a^inst  a  ship, 
and  many  of  them  drop  upon  the  deck ;  which  led  a  pious 
missionary  to  observe,  that  Providence  had  created  flying  fish 
lor  the  support  <^  those  of  the  holy  broUierhood  who  mi^t 
have  occasion  to  cross  the  ocean  during  Lent 
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The  fine  weather  and  smooth  water  in  this  part  of  iht;  voyuffe 
gave  us  an  opportunity  of  ancertaining  a  lad,  which,  liiuugh 
ndl  faDown  to  philosophcn  and  to  most  «eainen  and  'aatk- 
hctotHy  explained  on  natural  ]mnciples,  is  not  by  any  means  ' 
in  gemaral  belief.  I  aUnde  to  the  eiperiment  of . sinking,  to  a 
eertaitt  depth,  an  empty  bobde  ooiked  as  tightly  as  possibk ; 
when  the  cork,  on  drawing  up  the  bottle,  will  invariably  be 
found  to  have  been  forced  into  the  inside.    We  let  down,  to 
the  depth  of  forty  fathoms  or  340  feet,  a  large  earthen  bottle 
•   firmly  stopped  with  a  tapering  cork,  so  that  the  diameter  of 
that  part  of  it  out  of  the  bottle  ^really  exceeded  the  widest 
part  of  the  neek  ;  round  tliis  was  laid  a  coatin£j  of  melted 
pitch,  and  the  wliole  coveiTfl  with  eanvas.    On  drawing  up 
tiie  bottle  tlie  cork  was  in  tlic  ai>i{le.    In  tropical  climates 
the  diminution  of  tem[>erature,  at  so  considemble  a  depth  be- 
low the  surface,  condensing  the  inclosed  air,  takes  off  all 
reaction  against  the  weight  of  the  superincumbent  column  of 
wat^  pressing  on  the  coilc,  and  thus  aids  tiie  experiment; 
but  in  high  latitudes^  where  the  air  when  corked  up  is  pro- 
bably at  the  fieesring  tempemtuie,  whilst  that  below  the  sur- 
fiice  of  the  sea  is  warmer  by  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  degrees,  die 
increased  elasticity,  acting  against  the  cork  Milliiii,  must  re- 
quire the  bottle  to  be  simk  to  a  great<  r  depth  tiian  in  the 
Ibnner  case,  before  the  experiment  can  succeed. 

Wc  were  followed  into  Praya  bay  on  the  island  of  St.  Jago 
by  four  ships  which  had  sailed  from  Dunkirk  uniler  French 
colours,  and  an  American  from  Nantucket,  all  bound  for  the 
Southern  "Whale  Fishery  on  the  coasts  of  limn  and  Pern ; 
having  also  cwrgpeM  of  dothing.  and  other  articles  on  board, 

I 
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for  canTiDg  on  a  Gontmbuid  trade  witii  Qt^  na&ns  of  t]u& 
pftrt  of  South  Amedca,  vhom  the  mOlher  eountiy  w  not  only 
either  unaUe or  unwillmg  to  iapplj  but^  like tibe dogin  the 
nu^^,  endeavoun  to  pcevent  tU  other  nntioii*  fiom  doiqg 
it^Tlie  Dunldik  dupB  were  cfaieAy  mnnned  with  SngjNi 
Mameny  and  were  strongly  tnepected  to  be  fitted  out  on 
English  capitals.  One  of  them  was  the  old  Resolutim  a£ 
Captain  Cooke,  nn«-  transformed  to  a  smuggling  whaler  under 
tlie  French  name  of  La  LihertS ;  and,  what  was  still  worse, 
bearing  the  i'rcnch  rcpuhhcan^tlag.  I  am  not  aslianied  to 
confess  that  my  fceUnffs  were  considerably  hurt  iji  witnessing 
this  degradatiou  ot  au  object  so  intimately  connected  with 
that  great  roan.  ■  Such  a  feeling,  though  excited  by  an  inani- 
mate ofcgectt  ifl  no^  I  trust,  either  uncomnKMi  or  uanatnral. 

TTieie  ii^  not,*  aajs  Pope,  when  describing  his  aeniati«Mtt  on 
revisiting  the  plaoe,  of  his  birth,  **  an  old  post  hy  the  toad* 
■*  nde  which  does  not  awaken  tiie  reoollectioD  of  some  pleae- 

ing  scene,  in  my  rliildish  days;  and  it  gives  me  pain  to  sea 
"  even  one  of  these  old  remembrancers  destroyed.**  Few,  I 
believe,  will  envy  that  man's  feelirjgs,  who  can  see  without 
emotion  the  house  in  which  he  avus  bom,  and  in  wliich  he 
spent  his  happiest  years,  either  wholly  demohshed  or  degracU  d 
to  Rome  unworthy  purpose.  The  Resolution  was  the  house  of 
our  immortal  Cooke  and,  out  of  respect  to  his  memory,  I 
would  have  laid  h^  up  in  a  dock,  till  she  had  wasted  away 
plank  by  plank.  It  was  thus  that  Queen  EUaabeth  shewed 
her  venetation  fer  the  object  that  caiiied  her  finourite  Brake 
found  the  world*  Ilis  ship  was  pieserved  with  great  caie,  ibr 
many  yeairs,  in  the  dock-yaid  of  Deptford ;  and  when  time  « 
had  gfuduaUy  reduced  her  to  such  a  state  of  decay  that  she 
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could  no  longer  be  held  tx>gether,  a  chair  was  constructed 
fiom  some  of  the  aovuiiicst  parts  and  presented  to  the  Umver- 
ntj  of  Oiftnd,  as  a  nlic  tliat  was  still  vorthj  of  further  pre- 
ienratiQiL 

TkKit  is  nothing  inviting  in  the  aspect  of  the  ishind  of  St 
Jago,  when  sfeen  from  Fraja  faaj»  as  will  readily  be  perceived 

from  the  annexed  view  :  and  it  requires  only  to  set  foot  on 
shore  to  be  convinced  that  poverty,  and  sickness,  and  pining 
want,  are  the  constant  companions  of  the  urciitrr  part  of  ifn 
■wretched  inhabitants.  On  an  elevated  plain  at  the  iu  ad  of 
U»e  i)ay,  which  is  ac(rssil)lc  only  by  a  windinsj  path  made 
nmono;  tlic  rocks  near  tht,'  Ictt  aiiglf,  situated  tlic  town,  as 
it  in  unwurlliiJy  called,  of  Praya.  It  consists  of  two  rt)ws  of 
mean  straggling  cottages,  one  on  each  ude  of  the  plain,  in- 
terspersed with  slaU  meaner  hovds.  On  that  end  of  the  plain 
▼hich  overiooks  the  bay  is  placed  the  cinudit  without  a  spir^ 
«r  tower,  or  any  kind  of  steeple  or  mark  to  indicate  the  use 
for  which  it  is  designed,  or  to  distinguish  it  from  the  other 
bnildings  in  the  town,  except  a  large  wooden  cross  erected 
upon  the  roof.  Here  also  is  a  kind  of  tort  in  ruins,  with  a 
few  old  frnns  so  corroded  scarcely  to  be  trusted  for  firin»  a 
sahite  with  safety,  some  mounted  on  old  craxy  iania«i;('V,  and 
others  lyiniL^  on  the  stoutu!.  The  jail  is  behind  the  church, 
and  by  mucli  tlie  better  budding.  The  srovermnent  house  is 
a  wooden  hut,  situated  on  the  edge  of  the  plain  to  the  riglit, 
and  ovcdooldng  a  valley  planted  chiefly  with  cocoa  nut  trecii. 
Them  was  a  sort  of  tavern  kept  by  a  military  officer  of  colour. 
The  only  Europeans  we  saw  w«rethe  Governor,  his  secietarjr. 
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the  coniiiKiiuUng  officer  of  (he  troops,  a  raw-boned  Scotch 
senennt,  si\  frft  high,  who  h:ifl  s(  rved  in  the  American  army, 
and  his  Wile,  a  slender  diinamiivc  Iri&h  woman.  All  these 
woic  an  aspect  so  sickly  and  so  wan,  so  full  of  misery  and 
woe,  that,  with  all  tiie  rank  and  importance  irtach  tliej 
hdd  on  the  island,  we  eould  not  help  ccmudering  them  as  the 
most  deplorable  objects  of  compasaion ;  as  creatttxes  that,  as 
the  poet  observes, 

**  Meagre  and  lank  with  futtag  grown, 
«  ibd  iioduDg  left  b«t  lUii  uid  bone, 
«  Ibcf  jnt  ko^  fife  and  mbI  togedwr." 

Tlic  clergy  were  people  of  colour,  and  some  of  them  per- 
fmly  bhu'k.  The  officers  of  justice,  of  the  customs,  and 
other  (li-partments  in  the  civil  and  niilitary  scn'ices,  the  troops. 
I  lie  j>cusantry,  and  the  traders,  v.  ere  all  bhieks.  or  at  least  so 
.very  dark  that  they  would  scarcely  he  snpjxj.si  tl  to  have  any 
mixture  ot  .European  blooU  m  hu  ir  \  cias.  Vet  most  of  tliem 
aspire  to  the  honour  of  Portuguezc  extraction,  and  are  proud 
<tf  tracing  their  origin  to  a  mce  of  lieraes  who,  diadafaung  die 
restraint  of  laws  at  home,  contiiTed  to  get  themselves  trans^ 
ported  abroad,  where  their  free  and  ungovema^e  spirits 
could  exert  themsdvcs  without  contrtni].  The  Cape  de  Verd 
islands  were  to  Portugal  what  Boitanj  Bay  is  to  England,  an 
asylum  ibr  convicted  criminals. 

M  hether  this  cluster  of  eighteen  or  twenty  islands,  of  which. 
St.  Jago  is  the  jjrincipal,  be  the  Gorgades,  the  Gorgones,  or 
the  Uesperidcs,  of  the  ancients,  of  none  of  them  (which  is 
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perhaps  the  most  probable),  is  a  point  which  l.inosl  m  iUingly 

rcsi2;n  for  tlic  learned  to  settle.    It  is  very  crrtsiin,  honevcr, 

tluit  tliev  produced  no  anhfrn  (ijyphx  until  tho  trees  had  iK'en 

transplanted  thitlier  by  the  Purlunuezi-,  unK'ss,  indeed,  the  ' 

ffffihj  aurea  of  th*'  ancients  were  (pniiccs  instead  of  orane;t's, 

as  some  philosopiiers,  and  aniouL;;  otliers  Ltniueus,  have  en- 

detivoured  to  prove ;  in  which  caijc  they  may  have  been  the 

gardens  of  the  Hesperides,  as  the  quince,  1  imao;ine,  is  Ihtc 

•A  plant  of  native  gi'owth.    They  are  suppo.>ed,  by  some 

writers,  to  have  been  totally  uninhabited  wiicu  they  were  lirst 

ifoccwered ;  though  othen  maintain  diat  a  lace  of  negroes, 

simOar  to  tboae  on  the  continent,  was  thinly  scattered  over 

one  or  two  of  the  laxgesL  Hie  names  of  llhat  Verdat  the  • 

Green  Islands,  and  Caho  Verde  the  Green  Cape,  which  is  op* 

poeite  to  them,  were  not  assigned  on  account  of  any  peculiar 

verdiue  of  liiuriant  vegetation  that  enlivened  their  snr&ce, 

but  because  the  sea,  near  the  coast  of  the  latter,  after  a  series 

of  calm  -weather,  was  generally  covered  over  with  a  vegetable 

substance  like  the  Confertce  which  float  on  strii^iant  pools  of 

fresh  water.    Every  part  of  St.  J  ago,  wliirh  we  had  an  op^  \f 

portunity  of  visilintr,  wore  so  jjarchcd  and  sterile  an  aj)[)ear« 

anee,  that  Cinirchill  niitjht  have  observed  of  tiiis  place  with 

more  tinth  than  of  Scotland, 

« IvdicUinraiKtNaBnidieliidjrgivin.* 

In  ftct,  a  dron^t  of  three  years  continuance,  and  consequent 
fanime  for  almost  die  same  period,  had  nearly  desolated  the 
island*  While  we  remained  here,  daily  accounts  were  received 
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hy  government  of  persons  on  tliU  and  all  the  otiber  iaiaods 
perishing  for  want  of  the  common  necessaries  oflife.  On  ex- 
pressing m  v  surprize  to  the  secretary,  th:it  t  lie  mother  country, 
fio  fnr  from  cmjilojing  precautions,  hiid  taken  no  stops  to  pro- 
ciiit!  sivircours,  against  a  CMlamity  so  dreadfiil  and  of  such 
lon<r  efMiti nuance,  hcohstTved  that  the  Court  of  Lisbon  con- 
sidert  d  these  poor  islands,  and  tlie  few  black  subjects  scat- 
tered over  thcni,  of  too  little  importance  to  demand  any  part 
of  its  mm  or  atteatbn;  that  Aey  produced  very  little 
levenue  to  the  Crown,  which  aroae  chiefly  from  a  monopoly 
of  the  slave  trade  on  the  coast,  and  from  the.sale  of  an  ex* 
elusive  privilege  for  supplying  the  Biaiils  with  salt. 

Deplorable  as  the  state  of  the  idand  certainly  was,  I  sus* 
pect,  however,  that  the  inhabitants  were  not  without  design 
in  representing  it  in  the  worst  point  of  view.  They  endeavour 

to  excite  yom*  pity,  as  the  surest  way  to  obtain  your  charit}' ; 
for  tJiev  arc  a!i  licffc^u-s  froin  the  hi^lH^st  to  the  lowest.  To 
the  G<n  t  TiKH",  the  t  oniniaiidant  ol'thc  I'orctis,  and  the  priest??, 
a  pair  ol"  Mack  silk  slorking^i  is  an  accoptable  present :  and 
•  all  kinds  of  old  (dothiug,  its  jackrtH,  l)r(.'cch(^s,  pantakKms, 
shirts,  trow>cis,  drawers,  hats,  and  ia  !>horL  every  arljclc  of 
cotton  and  linen,  tliey  strive  to  procure  witli  infinitely  more 
avidity  than  money,  which  indeed  is  of  little  use  where  little 
or  nothing  b  to  be  parchased  with  it.  Biead,  biscuit,  or 
flour,  were  also  anxiously  sou^t  (iftcr.  One  of  the  whalers, 
in  the  island  of  Buonavista,  had  exchanged  one  sack  of  wheat 
against  fifteen  of  salt.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  famine,  there 
did  not  appear  to  be  any  deficiency  of  a  considenihle  variety 
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of  delicious  iVuiy.    The  liuest  oranges  I  ever  tasted  were  I 
those  of  St.  Jago ;  citrons  equally  good ;  guavas,  figs,  l>aiianas,  1 
cocoft  nats,  and  annoiMMi  m  cmtud  apples,  all  very  fine  and 
mflicieiidj  abundant.   We  procured  dso  some  cnlinary  rooto 
and  TQgBtaUei^  but  not  in  great  plenty ;  and  they  consisted 
cJiieflj  of  sveet  potatoes,  pompkins,  and  water  melons.  The 
tieea  and  ahrabs  in  the  vallies  seemed  to  have  suffered  littie 
imm  the  long  dr0U|^t.    Tlie  stem  of  an  Adansonia  or  monkey 
bread-fruit  tree  measured  fifty-six  feet  in  c  in  uiiifcrence  and, 
with  the  branches,  eighty  feet  in  height.    The  tamarind  trees 
were  Inrcre  and  spreading.    The  cocoa  nut  and  papaya  trpcs 
were  loaded  with  fmit ;  and  the  iiidiiro  and  rotinn  sliiuhs, 
though  of  spontaneous  growth,  were  hii  Lri  1  and  more  luxuriant 
than  I  nmiember  to  ha\ c  seen  them  cl^»  where  except  in  Rio 
dc  .Janeiro.    The  asciepias  rvicantra  was  a  toniiuon  shrub 
that  flourished  with  vigour ;  and  another  species  prociuccd,  in  * 
its  large  cylindiical  pods,  a  beautiful  silky  down  used  for 
stuffing  mattresses  and  pQkms.  But  we  observed  no  kind  of 
giain.   Bice  said  Guinea  com  used  to  be  the  common  fiiod 
<of  the  peopilev  but  the  suc&ce  of  the  ground  was  said  to  have 
long  been  impenetrable  by  tk»  spade.   In  a  temperature,  in^ 
deed,  in  which  (he  thermometer  of  Fahrenheit  rarely  descends 
bek>w  80",  and  freiiuently  rises  beyond  fX)%  it  will  readily  be 
conceived  that  such  must  necessarily  be  the  case,  witliout  fre- 
quent and  copious  showers  of  rain.    Tiie  mercury  stood 
gencrsiiy  at  84%  and  once  rose  to  88%  during  our  stay..  ^ 

In  more  favoimiljle  j-casons,  tliis  island  alone  has  been  able 
to  furnish  retreshmcnts  for  very  considerubic  lieets  of  siu|>- 
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ping.    The  momitains  afaflonded  irifk  small  biiUockB  wM 

goats;  the  peasantry  brought  down  poultry  and  Guinea 
fowls,  pigeons  and  turtle  doves  without  number;  and  the 
gaideas  near  the  hamlet  afforded  afi  oveiflow  of  fruits  and 
vegetables.  A  spedes  of  muUel  is  the  only  tdeiabie  fish  that 
is  usually  caught  in  die  bay ;  but  a  vast  quantity  of  land  crabs 
are  found  in  the  vaUies,  wliich  are  an  excellent  artide  of 
food.  The  (resb  water  is  thick  and  full  of  anhualculcs ;  and 
there  is  but  one  well  at  tlie  foot  of  the  elevated  plain,  on 
which  the  town  is  sitiiatcfl,  funiisliinn:  barely  a  supply  of  this 
indbpensabk  artide  tor  the  use  of  the  iohabttants. 

Tiic  Cjovt nior  General  of  all  the  islands  formerly  rcsiciod  at 
the  town  of  St.  Jago,  which  is  about  six  uiilcs  from  Port 
Praya,  where  he  came  occasionally  whenever  a  fleet  resorted 
to  the  bay  far  refireshmentSt  out  of  the  purchase  money  of 
whidi  he  reserved  to  himself  a  ootain  proportion.  Each  of 
the  other  islands  has  its  blad^  governor,  who  is  soldy  de- 
pendent on  the  Governor  GeneraL  Hue  power  and  situation 
of  the  latter  axe  little  to  be  envied.  Dbease  nnd  want  sur- 
round his  habitation,  and  misery  is  for  ever  before  his  eyes ; 
and  he  must  either  sulnnit  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  days 
in  a  destructive  climate,  debarred  fiom  all  society,  and  8up> 
portini;  a  kind  of  ppniirtons  pomp  by  moan  and  imlx^coming 
practices,  or  return  to  his  own  country  as  poor  as  when  he 
left  it.  A  traveller,  among  the  vast  variel  v  of  objects  that 
pass  in  succession  before  his  eyes,  mast  not  expect  to  fmd 
them  all  oi  an  agreeable  nature.  Human  life,  in  every  so- 
ciety, is  made  up  of  a  mijilurc  of  good  aud  evil,  and  the 
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latter  will  prohal>ly  in  most  societies  be  found  to  predominate : 
but  here  evil  seems  to  reign  alone.  Tn  short,  the  avIioU-  place 
is  so  miiscrabic  that  1  bhall  forbear  any  further  description, 
and  hasten  to  another  region  to  which  nature,  in  the  distribu- 
lioD  of  ber  Ikvonis,  luui  been  moie  liberal  tiuu  to  tbe  Cape 
de  Veide  Isbiftds. 


mo  DS  JANEIRO. 


CHAP.  IV. 

&I0  D£  JANBIRO. 

Su^Uar  Entrance  into,  and  Detcriptim  of,  the  magnificent  Harbour  of  Rio  dt 
yaneiro  The  City  of  St.  Sebastian — The  A'jucJuct — The  public  Gardtm^ 
Street f  and  Sh^ps  of  St.  Scbaituiii — fcahtu  Conduct  cf  the  Portttpie%e— 
Climate  and  troublesome  Insects — hidoknccand  improper  Conduct  cf  the  Pritst- 
imd — Singular  Custom  of  the  Ladm  of  Rio—Of  those  of  the  Cmveiu  of 
Santa  Clara — Of  tbt  Ladkt  Liverfctl  Dress  and  Character — ReR' 
gkm  Ctrmmdet  mi  Fneumiu-^N^Kitd  Stak  tf  i j»  CiNMlry  m  tii 

The  island  of  St.  Jago,  In  tlie  miserable  state  in  which  we 
found  it  in  the  year  179S»  affording  Uttle  else  tlian  a  few  fruits 
and  a  scanty  supply  of  muddy  water,  held  out  tio  induce- 
ment for  tlic  prolonsing  of  our  stay  beyond  the  time  that  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  prepare  for  the  conlintianrc  of  the 
voyage.  Accordingly  we  weighed  anchor  on  t!ie  7tli  of  Or- 
tober  and,  stretching  to  the  south-wciiwani  witJi  a  busk 
trade  wind,  just  skirted  the  southern  limit  of  the  Mar  do  Sur-' 
^usso  (or  .sea  of  sca-wccds)  of  the  Portuguezc,  sontetuucs 
called  the  Grassi/  Sea.  We  now  saw  only  a  few  scattered 
plants ;  but  on  the  return  voyage)  by  keeping  fiorfiier  to  the 
westward,  tlie  suT&oe  of  the  sea  for  sereral  days  was  fitanlly 
covefed  with  them.  The  extent  of  tins  surfece  vanes  aooord- 
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hig  to  the  slrtMitrlh  aaU  tliiccUoa  of  the  prevailing  uuni^  and 
CuiTcutb ;  but  what  may  properly  lye  called  tiie  Grass  si  u  is 
comprehended  l)etween  Uic  IBlhaml  .3'-M  paiviilcl*  ul  iioriheru 
latitude,  and  between  the  52jth  aud  'k)tii  meridians  of  wei>t- 
em  longitude.  Hie  oommon  opinion  that  the  myriads  of 
plants  floatiDg  on  this  expanse  are  tarn  fiom  the  shores  of  the 
gulf  of  Mexico^  and  wafted  by  the  stream  wliidb  incessaotljr 
flows  out  of  it  to  the  nordiward,  would  seem  to  be  one  of 
diose  vul^r  enois  that  has  obtained  general  cuciency  by 
gratuitous  assent.  If  this  species  of  JVr/,  >  he  a  native  of  tlie 
gulf,  .which  I  am  not  competent  to  dende,  it  would  be  found 
rather  on  the  banks  of  Neufoundland  and  the  coast  of  North 
America,  towards  which  the  stream  tlows,  than  on  the  sea  of 
Sarcasm,  a  situation  to  whirli  it  f  o\ilfl  nor  liavr  bct-u  brought 
either  by  wind  or  current,  in  tact,  liic  pianl  iias  neither 
roots  nor  fibrils  of  nny  kind  to  indicate  that  it  ever  was  at- 
tached to  rocks  or  shon-s,  hut  its  cnitial  stem  buried  in  the 
midst  of  its  Itaty  branciics  makes  il  stifliciently  evident  that 
it  vegetates  wiiile  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  fathomless 
deep.  Some  of  the  plants  are  many  feet  in  diameter,  odien 
only  afew  inches ;  all  appear  in  a  growing  state ;  the  ^bose 
benies  are  in  some  plants  green,  in  others  red.  If  taken  out 
of  the  water  the  plant  becomes  flaccid,  and  in  the  course  ot 
twentjy-four  hours  turns  brown  or  black. 

In  retuniing  home,  the  curious  passenger  cannot  fail  to 
derive  <rreat  annisemeiit  in  examining  the  bushc-s  of  J'nrtfs, 
when  crt  >ssinLi  t  he  xm  ot  Samiis^'i.  'Vhr  naturalist  in  every  plant 
will  had  a  ijrrat  variet  y  of  umriuc  lusecli*  and  \\<irms,  some 
oakcd,  and  others  with  testaceous  covunngs.   A  mmutc  crdb« 
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very  beautiftilly  spotted,  seems  to  be  the  ruler  and  the 
srouro;e  of  these  little  floating  worlds,  devouriiiij  and  tcaiiug 
ill  pieces  with  his  claws  tiic  bolt  and  geiaiiiious  worms,  eyen 
afkr  the  plant  is  drawn  oul  of  its  element. 

We  were  fortunate  enotigh  to  pus  the  Line  wHhont  ex- 
periencing any  of  those  baffling  calniB  end  faaiasBing  squaU8» 
which  occur  so  finequendy  in  thi»  port  of  the§^be»  and  on  tihe 
89th  of  the  aboveN-roentioiied  mooth  we  came  in  aig^t  of  that 
point  of  the  coast  of  South  America  which  i*  called  Gape 
fHo;  and  having  doubled  this  high  promontory  in  the  course 
of  the  night,  we  entered,  on  the  foUowiqg  day,  the  magnifi* 
cent  hanbour  of  fiio  de  Jaodio. 

Although  1  shall  endeavour  to  sketch  a  general  outline  of 
the  features  of  tliis  part  of  the  Piraziliini  coast,  yet  1  am  fiilly 
aware  that  any  description  which  1  can  employ  will  com  t  v 
but  an  inadequate  idea  of  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  the 
country  to  those  who  lm%'e  not  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
it  The  first  remaricable  object  tint  oatdies  Ae  attoition, 
alter  passing  Cape  Frio,  is  a  gap  or  rent  in  the  veidant  ridge 
of  mountains  which  skirts  the  sea^oast.  This  cbaan  appears, 
from  a  distance,  like  a  nanow  portal  between  two  dieeks  of 
solid  stone,  which  being  perfectly  naked  are  the  more  r&> 
maricable,  as  e\'ery  other  prominent  part  of  the  ridge  of 
mmmtains  is  clothed  with  luxuriant  vegetalion.  On  a[>- 
proaching  this  cliasm?  which  is  in  fact  the  entrance  into  the 
grand  harlxnir  of  Kio  dc  Jancrro,  the  check  on  the  left  or, 
western  side  is  di?rri\ (-red  to  i>c  ;i  single  solid  stone  of  a  coni- 
cal shape  or,  in  nautical  ioiiguagc,  a  sugax-4oalj  cntirdlj  dew 
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tached,  not  quite  pcrjxMuii'  uliir,  hut  lcani!'!g:  a  litt]f»  towards 
the  entrance.  We  took  '.m  ()j)})or(unii\ ,  (imini!:  our  stav  at 
llio,  of  ascertaining  iU  liciglit  by  mca.iu  ol  a  line  measured  i 
on  a  little  sandj  beach  which  skirts  its  base  on  the  side 
iicact  to  fhe  bafboor,  aod  the  angles  which  it  extended 
fiom  the  extnanities  of  tUs  line.  From  the  result  cK  our  ! 
4>perationfl  it  appeared  that  this  soHd  mass  of  hard'  iq»arfcling 
granite  is  680  fis«t  above  the  surface  out  of  whidi  it  rises, 
llw  easteni  or  (qpposile  diedc  of  die  diaam  is  a  naked  tooun- 
tain,  composed  of  tlie  same  material*  but  with  tlus  difference 
in  point  of  foi-ni  that  it  has  an  easy  and  icj^ular  slope  from 
the  water'-?  cdo;^  to  the  summit,  which  is  about  the  same 
height  as  thai  ot  the  cone.  The  whole  of  tiiis  side  occu- 
pied by  torts,  lines,  and  batteries,  for  an  arrount  of  \vhirh  I 
must  refer  the  reader  to  the  two  plates  in  the  foJlOwiug 
chapter. 

A  Uttle  island  strongly  fortified,  just  within  the  entrance, 
contracts  the  passage  to  the  widtb  of  about  three-firartiis  of  a 
mile.  Having  cleared  this  channel,  one  of  the  most  magni- 
ficent  scenes  in  natine  bursts  upon  the  enraptured  eye.  Let 
any  one  imagine  to  himself  an  sheet  of  water  running 

back  into  the  heart  of  a  beautifiil  country,  to  the  distance  of 
about  thirty  miles,  where  it  is  bounded  by  a  skreen  of  lofty 
mountains,  always  majestic,  whether  their  rugged  and  shape- 
less summits  are  tinged  with  azure  and  ]iurf)I<s  or  buried  in 
the  clouds — Let  him  imagine  this  sheet  of  watt^r  gradaially 
to  expand,  from  the  nnrrow  portal  tlirnugh  Avhich  it  com- 
municates with  the  sea,  to  the  v  idih  ol'  twelve  or  fourteen 
miles,  to  be  every  where  studded  with  muumerablc  little 
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islands,  scattered  over  its  surface  in  every  divenity  of  shape, 
and  exhibiting  every  variety  of  tint  that  an  exuberant  toid 
incessant  vegetation  is  capable  of  affi^rding-^Let  him  oon- 
ceive  the  shores  of  these  islands  to  be  so  fiinged  with  fragrant 
and  beautifttl  shrabs,  not  planted  by  man  but  scattered  by 
the  easy  and  liberal  hand  of  natave»  as  oompletel  j  to  be  con- 
cealed in  their  verdant  covering — ^Let  him  6gure  to  himself 
I  this  be9.utifiil  sheet  of  water,  with  its  numerous  islands,  to  be 
!   encompassed  on  every  side  by  hilk  of  a  moderate  height,  ris- 
l    Ing  in  gradual  succession  above  each  other,  all  profusely  clad 
•    in  lively  green,  and  crowned  with  groupes  of  the  noblest  trees, 
while  their  shores  arc  indented  with  numberh  ss  inlrts,  shoot- 
inc^  their  anns  ncTos"?  the  most  dclijihtfrd  vallK  s,  to  nwvt  the 
iminuunnii  rills,  and  hc-w  their  waters  into  the  vast  and  com- 
mon Vcsrrvoir  of  all — In  short,  let  him  imagine  to  himself  a 
successiua  oi'  Mount  Edgccuiubcs  to  be  continued  along  the 
shores  of  a  magnificent  lake,  not  less  in  circuit  than  a  hundred 
miles ;  and  having  placed  these  in  a  climate  where  spring  for 
evet  resides,  in  all  the  glow  <tf  youthful  vigour,  he  will  still 
possess  only  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  the  magnificat  scenery 
displayed  widiin  the  capadous  harbour  of  Rio  de  Janeiro : 
which,  as  an  harbour,  whether  it  be  considered  in  the  light 
of  afibrding  security  and  «mvenience  for  shippin^^  for  its 
locality     position,  or  fertility  of  the  adjacent  country,  may 
justly  be  ranked  among  the  first  of  naval  stations. 

If  then  the  natural  beauties  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  are,  in  its 

present  state,  so  very  em  hanting,  how  much  more  so  must 
they  Imvc  appeared  at  a  time  when  this  arm  of  the  sea  was  a 
iukc  of  pure  transparent  wutcr?    lliat  such  it  ouce  was, 
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litlle  doubt  can  be  entertained.  Its  atjcient  biiirier  having 
given  way  to  the  pressure  of  the  water  wiiliin,  tlie  more  soHd 
parts  of  the  fragments,  in  being  forced  into  the  sea,  still  re- 
main as  a  bar  before  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  on  which 
tiie  depth  i£  water  doea  not  exceed  Dpom  aeren  to  tm  fotlionis, 
iHiilBt  dme  to  both  the  inner  and  the  cater  nuoigjui  the  depth 
is  not*  leas  tiian  eighteen  firthoms.  Piurt  of  the  fimndation, 
indeed,  appeals  in  pointed  focks  above  the  sor&ce  of  theaea» 
towards  the  western  extremity  of  the  bar. 

If  the  Portuguese  of  Rio  have  done  but  little  towards  im- 
proving nature,  they  arc  entitletl  at  least  to  the  negative 
merit  of  not  havinir  much  disfigured  her.  The  point  of  bitua-  . 
tion  for  bviildlng  tiu  town  is  well  chosrn  out  of  a  ureal  miinlxir 
of  nood  ones  that  pre>cnte(l  tlirnise]\cs.  'Hu'priiiciital  build- 
ings  which  have  l)een  erected,  tlunjiih  not  elegant,  arc  liee  ^'  ^i. 
at  least  from  extravagant  whims,  and  are  by  no  means  ill 
suited  to  their  respective  situations,  A  fortress,  however  re- 
gular, is  far  from  beiug  an  unpleasant  object  in  a  landscape ; 
but  when  its  lines  are  carried  over  the  inequalities  of  a  lNX>ken 
mount,  whose  odes  are  fringed  with  wood,  it  frequently 
unites  to  grandeur  no  inconsiderable  share  of  jMcturesque 
beanty.  Almost  every  eminence  in  the  vidoity  of  the  town 
of  Rio  is  crowned  with  a  castle  or  a  fort,  a  church  or  a  con- 
vent ;  and  many  of  the  idands  on  tiie  expansive  Imrfoour  are 
enlivened  and  ornamented  by  buildings  of  n  similar  nature. 
Not  one  of  the  numerous  islets  were  disgraced  by  such  ridi- 
culous and  uncouth  edifices,  the  whimsies  of  a  sickly  taste, 
as  distort  and  disfigure  those  once  Ii)\  cly  spots  on  the  beauti- 
ful lake  of  Keswick,  and  which  are  now  a  reproach  to 
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the  K^'ind  and  sublime  scenery  with  wiiicU  tiicy  are  fcur- 
foiinded. 

Hie  town  of  Rio  or»  to  speak  tnth  becomiug  digaitjr  a£ 
tlie  capital  of  the  Biasils,  the  citj  of  St  Sebastutn  ii  chanii- 

ingly  situated  on  a  projecting  quadrangular  {MomoAtaiy  of  in 
iircgiilar  form,  three  of  vhose  sides  are  opposed  to  the  har* 
boor,  and  the  fourth  shdteied  fiom  the  pierailuig  westerly 
blasts  by  a  skieen  of  high  hills  well  covered  with  wood**  Hue 
side  of  tbe  town,  which  is  next  to  that  part  of  the  liarboiu' 
wlirre  the  shipping  usually  lie  at  anchor,  is  nearly  a  mile  a!)d 
half  in  length  ;  and  the  depth  inwaixls  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile.  'Yhf  northern  an<ylpnf  the  promontory  is  a  bold  broken 
eminence,  on  one  point  of  u  hich  there  i's  a  regular  fortifica« 
tiun,  and  on  the  otlicr  a  nuiviiil  of"  lu'iicdictine  monks, 
which,  being  also  sunou  11  lied  witJi  Imes  ol  dclencc,  is  actually 
as  uell  as  mctaphoiicaUy  a  church  militanL  'ilic^-  Itcighu 
completely  oonunand  Hie  town  and  die  andiaiage ;  and  tlie/ 
ttj^iear  to  command  also,  at  least  thej  are  on  a  levd  with* 
the  strongest  work  in  the  haffbOur,  on  which  the  defence  of 
the  place  is  thought  piindpallj  to  depend.  Ihis  is  the  Ithm 
d9i  Cobraa,  or  Snake  Island,  a  rock  about  80  feet  high  at  the 
point  on  which  thi  c  itadel  stands,  and  slanting  to  eight  at  the 
opposite  end;  it»  length  is  300  ynrds  :  and  it  is  detached  by  a 
narrow  but  very  deep  channel  from  the  eminence  on  which  tlic 
licncdictinc  convent  is  situated.  Round  every  side  of  this 
strongly  fortified  island,  and  dose  to  its  shores,  ships  of  the  great- 
est dniught  of  water  may  lit*  in  perfect  seriirity.  Here  also  are 
a  commodious  dock-yard,  an  aix  nid  of  naval  stfire«,  a  ^hwr 
hulk,  and  a  wharf  for  heaving  down  and  careening  shipping. 


Digitized  by  Google 


RIO  DS  JANEIRa  79 

I'lic  largest  fleet*,  however,  may  anchor  in  tJiis  capacious 
harbour,  entirely  out  of  llift  icadi  nf  any  of  the  ffua  that  are 
nKnmted  on  the  Ibrts. 

On  Umding  firom  the  harbour,  the  first  object  in  the  town 
that  catdies  the  attention  is  a  handsome  square  sunounded 
on  three  of  ite  aides  with  buildings,  and  the  fourth  open  to 
water.  Along  this  side  is  erected  a  noble  stone  quay, 
TSith  flights  of  steps  at  each  extremity  and  in  the  centixs  the 
last  of  which  is  the  common  landing-place.  When  this  line 
of  masonry  shall  be  extended  the  whole  lengtli  of  the  town, 
■wliich  was  intended  to  be  done,  it  will  serve  not  merely  as  an 
ornatnent  and  wn\ cnieiicp,  but  as  ;i  con-uU  lable  deA^nce 
Jiiiainst  the  attempt  of  an  eneniv  to  hitul.  Neitr  the  erntral 
iiight  of  stairs  i^  a  (juadrangular  o)H'!i--k  tljiuwing,  from  each 
of  its  tbui  iioius,  a  (  <  instant  stream  of  pure  limpid  water  for 
tlic  use  of  the  lower  part  of  the  town  and  of  the  shipping  in 
the  harbour.  The  upper  side  of  the  square,  facing  the  har- 
bour, is  cntifelj  occupied  by  the  palace  of  the  Viceroy,  a  ' 
long  plain  building,  neither  remarkable  for  elegance  of  design 
nor  peculiarity  of  construction. 

The  palace,  the  obelisk,  and  the  pier,  are  all  built  with 
hewn  blocks  of  granite ;  and  the  surface  of  the  square  is  a 
solid  floor  of  the  same  material,  sprinkled  over  with  quartBOSe 

sand,  'llir  rrnii:  U  in  liifr  of  that  kind  which  contains  a  larcre 
proportiuii  of  uiistrtijiia  mu  ,1  is  highly  injMrious  to  the  eye, 
which  IS  scarcely  u\Av  to  bi  ar  the  dazr^!int:  hln  ^  of  the  sun 
playing  throughout  the  whole  day  on  one  side  or  other  of  this 
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open  area— glaring  emblem  of  the  brilliaAt  exploits  of  Uie 
Portuguese  nation  in  eariier  times  1 

In  aocompliBhbg  a  plan  for  affording  a  conireniait  and 
ample  supply  of  water  to  every  part  of  the  town,  an  article  of 
the  first  necessity  in  dl  situationsi  but  more  especially  so  in  a 
traim  climate,  the  goremment  has  'bhewn  a  laudable  atten- 

tirm  :  and  the  name  of  Ftficoncei/M,  the  Vi  or  my  under  whose 
administration  the  works  were  constructed,  is  very  propoly 

rfcordcd  in  an  appropriate  Latin  inscription,  engraven  on  one 
of  the  sides  of  i]ie  (iWisk  in  the  great  square.  All  the  foun- 
titins  deri\e  ihcir  >;iii)|»ly  of  water  from  a  large  reservoir, 
Avbich  ib  coustrui  lcd  <>n  the  srnnnuL  of  a  hill  just  above  the 
town.  This  reservoir  is  hy  means  of  an  aqucduVt,  raised 
ou  arches  across  a  deep  valley,  on  the  opposite  s>idc  oi  wliich 
tlie  water  is  received  into  it  from  a  succe^ion  of  stone 
troughs,  laid  under  an  arched  covering  of  brick-work  to  the 
spring-heads  in  the  mountains.  That  part  of  this  great  work 
*  which  crosses  the  valley,  and  communicates  immediately  with 
the  reservoir,  seems  to  be  as  unnecessary  as  it  must  have  been 
expulsive ;  it  b  supported  on  a  double  tier  of  lofty  arches, 
consisting  of  more  than  forty  in  each  row,  and  is  no  incon- 
siderable ornament  to  the  city,  as  will  readily  be  perceived  by 
the  annexed  view.  A  scries  of  pipes  laid  along  or  under  the 
surface  would  tiiiqur<?ti()tinh]y  have  answered  the  purpose  of 
conducting  the  water  equally  well ;  but,  as  Sir  (Jefjrge 
Staunton  has  justly  observcfl,  "  shew  and  magniliceuce, 
"  n5t  well  as  utility,  are  sometimes  the  objects  of  public 
"  works." 
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Another  object  ot  utility,  in  which  tlie  health  and  the 
annisement  of  the  public  have  been  consulted,  is  tlie  Pasxco 
ruUiro.  m  iiaicion  for  public  prouieiiade.  This  piece  of 
grouiui  IS  htttl  out  iu  slirubberies,  lawm,  walks,  and  ];arterre8. 
Bowers  are  erected  here  and  there,  round  which  the  jasmine, 
4he  d«D»tis,  md  the  paaiioii  flower  intertwine  their  creep- 
ing  branches.  We  ebserved  several  native  plants  of  gpeat 
beauty :  but  a  vehement  desire  seemed  to  pievaii  of  cuhivat- 
ing^  in  picferenoe,  those  of  Europe,  notwifhstaadiog  their 
tiddj  and  diminutive  appearance,  ooottacted  in  a  climate  so 
unsuitable  to  their  oonslitatioo.  Bat  the  most  oontemptibfe 
ol^iect  in  tiie  gulden  was  a  miseiable  representation  of  the 
papaya  tree  in  copper,  of  its  natural  size  and  painted  green, 
whilst  tlie  real  plant,  growing  dose  beside  it  in  all  the  ex- 
uberance of  tropical  vegetntion,  Innelicd  to  scorn  its  stiff  and 
<lefonTTf  i!  TTiot  k  hrotlicr.  A  broad  terrace  walk  at  the  lower 
end  ut  the  gaideu,  overlooking  an  arm  <^  the  harbour,  com- 
mands a  delightful  view  of  its  rising  shores,  which  are  every 
where  friiigctl  witii  coj)pice.  At  eacii  end  of  the  terrace  is  a 
neat  scpiarc  building,  whose  wails  witliia  are  covered  with 
paintings.  As  specimens  of  art,  they  are  not  entitled  to  much 
notice,  but  the  subjects  are  fu  fiom  being  uninteresting. 
The  views,  in  one  of  diese  buildingii,  are  oitirely  confined  to 
detached  parts  of  the  harbour;  the  ceiling  is  covered  with 
devices  in  shell-work;  and  lonnd  the  cornices  are  representar* 
tions  of  fish,  peculiar  to  the  counixy,  woifced  m  small  shells. 
Tlie  ceding  of  the  other  building  contmns  sunilar  devices 
wrought  ia  feathers;  and  ^uresof  many  of  the  native  birds 
are  anangcd  round  the  cornice,  cadi  dothed  in  its  proper 
phunage.  On  the  walls  of  tiie  latter  aie  eight  paintingw, 
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scriptive  of  what  wore  then  considered      the  eight  mosthlH 
portant  productioDS  of  the  Brazils.   The/  consist  of 

■  1st.  A  view  of  the  diamond  and  gold  m/iu\^,  wliich  were  first 
discovered  about  the  beginning  of  the  eiglitec  iitli  eenttirv,  and 
the  moU  productive  of  which  arc  at  i  illa  iuc«,  uix>ut  ^UO 
miles  behind  Rio  dc  Jandltl. 

2d.  Tmv  of  a  sugar  planiaiim  and  nUU  /or  hrvizing  the 
cane* ;  an  article  which  is  not  much  cultiTated  in  the  neigh* 
boiirhood  of  Rio,  being  considered  as  more  snitahle  for  those 
districts  lying  neaxer  to  the  equator.  Hie  few  mills  whidi  we 
saw  were  of  a  nide  eonstaiiction,  tin  ned  generally  by  a  pair 
of  small  horses,  and  the  canes  p»ssrd  between  three  wooden  . 
rollers ;  and  such  tbc-^y  appeared  iu  the  painting. 

55d.  The  culture  and  prepnrntiov  of  i/u/ii^o.  Althouirh  this 
|>l;int  "iiows  well  nnd  thvi\i'^  without  imu'h  wttcntion,  the 
pri-'piiruUoii  ui'  tin;  d}c  siaiple,  and  requiring  no  gr(>at  ex- 
pence  of  labour,  yet  the  small  quantity  tiiat  is  produced  will 
scarcely  entitle  it  to  be  consideml  as  an  important  article  of 
comtnerce. 

4th.  4  ef  the  Cadm  Opuntia,  with  the  mode  of 

preparing  eodkimlle  from  the  hmd*  There  can  be  no  ques- 
41011  that  this  article,  so  valuable  hi  the  arts  and  manufius 
tnies,  m^t  be  cultivated  in  the  Braiub  to  as  great  an  extent 
as  in  Mexico,  wheieas  the  quantity  raised  at  present  is  ex- 
ceedingly trifling. 
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5th.  Tk€  d^tmU  preparatkm  of  mmikiai,  Hm  pftuM;  is 
cnltiTAted  elaeBj  fat  the  •ubaktence  of  tho  slaves.  The  ctoh 
sava  braad  so  'coouDon  in  the  West  India  talaiids»  and  the 
iubstanoe  wlukJi  is  sold  in  the  shops  of  Loodon  iioder  the 
nanieaf  tapioca,  <arc  the  produce  of  its  long  taberotis  roots ; 
and  thej  make  from  it  a  hair-powder  as  white  as  snow.  1 1  is 
propagated  from  cuttings,  and  the  root  is  rasped  into  a 
powder  by  wheels  that  are  covered  with  deatuted  metaUic 
plates. 

6th.  Vie^  of  a  coffee,  plantation.    The  cultivation  of  this 
article  sceniccl  to  be  on  the  increase;  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  Uic  loss  of  St.  Domingo  to  rraucc  wiil  con- 
tribute greatly  to  the  cncouragpm^t  of  its  propagation  in 
«  the  Branls. 

7th.  Vkm  •/  a  rice  jiln<iitsa;  which,  as  the  most  pro- 
ductive of  aU  grab*  is  abundantly  cultivaled  in  all  the  northem 

.  

pnivinoes. 

8di.  View  of  a  plant  at  ion  of  hempj  and  its  manufaetun  tela 
^  cordage.   This  article  is  chiefly  cultivated  in  the  southern 

districts  near  the  bland  of  St.  Cathahne,  but  hitherto  has  met 
nith  little  encouragement. 

Of  other  productions  equally  or  more  important  I  shall 
give  a  brief  account  in  the  next  chapter. 

There  is  another  garden  belonging  to  the  Crown,  wliich  is 
chiefly  intended  ibr  tlic  cultivation  of  that  species  of  cactus 

•  k3 
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on  which  the  cochinUlc  'wrrt  feeds,  ami  for  the  reception  of 
<'Urioii!5  or  useful  native  plants  ;  Init  we  tbiiud  it  greatly  ne- 
ii;le(  ted,  and  the  coMection  very  limited,  containing  but  few 
native  plants  which  have  not  already  been  eukivated  in  the 
hot-houses  ol"  Englaiul.  The  superintendUmt  hatl  not  the  least 
knowledge  botany.  The  common  fiuifa  «f  llie  country 
were  iaffidently  abimdant,  and  to  theie  ireie  added  a  few 
other  plaato  amon^  vhich,  as  I  find  by  my  notes,  wera 
diffisrent  species  of  Yueeth  AgWt  JBiipJkor5M»  and  CWfat; 
die  Laurtti  Penea,  a  MimotOt  a  species  of  CtniM,  and  the 
flMfem  Caxm  or  chocolate  tree;  the  Jsrlr^pAa  Carco*  or 
physic  nut,  and  the  Rkkm  PalsM  CkfuH;  tlie  common 
pqppei)  a  species  of  Capsicum  or  Cayenne  pepper,  and  a 
species  of  Phj/tahs  or  winter  cherry.  Several  very  fine  passion 
flowers  and  different  species  of  convolvuhi*  were  among  the 
cj-ccpiniy  plants.  The  Qtieen  of  Portnsjal  had  sent  out  a  col- 
lector of  birds  and  insert^  :  hut  he  possessed  only  a  verv 
limited  knowledtre  of  natuml  liistory,  beins;  a  mere  sctter-up. 
lu  this  branc  h,  liowcver,  lie  was  tolerably  perfect,  and  had 
pi-oeured  a  number  of  very  beautilui  and  bniiiaiit  specimens. 

llany  ot  the  homes  ki  St  SehaslisKi  aie  fer  kam  hein^ 
wteaqjtibie ;  they  aitt  mestly  two  stories  high^  oovmd  wiHi 
tiles,  and  hK?e  wooden  balconies  eitendiog  in  fiont  of  the 
upper  stories;  but  the  best  of  tibcm  wear  that  dull  and 
^oomy  appeanuice,  wfaidi  all  buildings  OHMt  DBMisarily  have 
vhbse  latticed  windows  mpply  the  wmt  of  glass.  The  tttteu 
are  in  general  tolerably  straight,  some  of  OCnsidenible  width, 
tlinugh  mostly  Darrow.   The  principal  ones  are  paved  on  both 

{tides  with  fafoad  ftigstoaes  of  gnunte.  The  nfincnoit  fi<  » 
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troitoiry  so  rarely  met  with  out  of  England,  was  not  expected 
to  be  found  in  a  Ibreiga  Bettlement  oi  Portugal.  'JMic  shops 
are  large  and  commodious,  generally  well  stocked  with  the 
manufactures  of  Europe,  chietly  those  of  Great  Britain,  wliich 
after  being  exhibited  in  the  windows  of  the  rapital  and  the 
principal  cities  and  towas  of  the  empire,  till  their  lashion  is 
out  of  date,  are  shipped  off  to  tlie  trading  nations  on  thr  con- 
tinent, and  from  thence  to  their  foreign  sctth'ments.  In  tlie 
catalogue  of  wares  exhibited  in  llie  shops  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
£nglish  quack  medicines  and  cariciiture  prmt:^  were  not  the 
least  esteemed  nor  the  least  abundant. 

The  city  of  Rio  it*  in  it^i  extent  so  eonsulerubliS  that  it  is 
said  to  contain  at  least  sixty  thousand  souls,  incluchnsi,  sluvt^s  ; 
yet  tlierc  is  neither  inn,  nor  hotel,  nor  any  kind  of  lodging  or 
acoommodation  for  the  reception  of  strangers.  There  was, 
indeed,  a  lort  of  tavern,  on  the  right  of  the  great  squaret 
kept  by  a  I^cfamaoi  a  Monweur  PhUfipe,  who,  on  the  ar- 
tival  of  ftceign  ahips,  attends  at  the  main  landing*«tairs  to 
cier  his  services  as  agent,  broker,  interpreter,  quack  doctor, 
tmiteur  or,  in  short,  in  any  other  capacity  which  strangers 
may  be  .  disposed  to  employ  bim;  and  in  the  nature  of  the 
service  they  may  wish  to  engage  him  there  is  no  necessity  to 
be  apprefaenuve  of  offending  his  delicacy,  for  he  is  a  tnie 
freadmian.  A  house  of  accommodaticm  is,  however,  scarcely 
neceiMury,  as  this  weak  and  therefore  periiaps  jeakHis  govern- 
ment  is  so  inhospitable  as  not  to  allow  anv  strnnjier  to  remain 
on  shore  atlcr  sunset ;  and  so  suspicions  as  not  even  to  sutler 
him  to  walk  the  strrrts  in  the  daytime,  without  a  sohlicr  at 
ins  heeis.  in  this  respect  their  caution  seems  to  be  Suliy  as 
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needlen,  and  quite  at  inconTenient,  as  that  of  the  Cbtnese. 
Pievkm»  to  the  landing  of  die  Ambassador,  Dr.  G*  and  myself 
ifent  on  shore,  and  on  stepping  out  of  the  boat  ire  were  ac> 
Gosted  by  the  officer  on  guard,  vho  requjcated  wc  would 
follow  him  to  the  palace.  **  Fray,  gctitlonen,  what  is  the 
«    *'  ol^ect  of  joiir  landing  r"  was  llic  first  question  that  was 
put  to  U9.    We  repUed,  *♦  To  catch  butterflies ;"  which  was 
really  the  case.    To  convince  them,  however,  that  ^ve  were 
in  earnest,  and  to  avoid  the  apjiearancc  of  levity  or  imper- 
tinence,  wc  unfolded  our  gau^  nets,  inrripes,  and  chip* 
boxes,  with  tlie  rest  of  the  apparatus  necessary  lor  liy-catch- 
insf.    Comprehending  i\ic  nature  of  tliis  (K  t  iij)ation  better 
than  tiic  transit  ut  Venus,  which  we  are  told  by  Captain 
Cpoke  the  Viceroy  conceived  to  be  the  passing  of  the  north 
star  throug^ihe  south  pole,  tliey  seemed  to  be  satisfied  in 
this  respect,  and  next  inquired  as  to  the  situations  we  held  in 
the  endiassy,  which  having  also  ascertained  to  their  satis&Of 
tion,  an  officer  was  immediately  appomted  to  accompany  usl 
We  proceeded  to  the  skirts  of  the,  town,  where  myriads  of 
beautiful  insects  were  fluttering  in  the  air.  Such  swaims  of 
butterflies,  particulariy  one  species  marked  with  blarJc  and 
yellow  bars,  were  hovering  about  the  tops  of  the  trees  and 
the  tall  ishrubbery,  that  in  certain  places  they  filled  the  air 
like  the  flights  of  locusts  in  Soutliem  Africa.    Our  pursuit 
continued  so  lorifj,  that  the  offirrr,  havinix  no  relish  tor  the 
chace,  took  an  oj>[)()rtunity  oi'  slippinc;  away  and,  to  our 
great  satistaction,  leasing  us  at  full  libortv  t()  i'ollow  our 
aiausement.    It  was  pretended  that  the  uuly  reason  ibr  j)lar-» 
ing  a  guard  on  every  stranger  was  to  protect  him  .*Voni  bciug 
robbed  ct  insulted  by  the  blacks  or  vagrauu  that, might  be 
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lurking  about  iha  skirts  uf  the  town  ;  hut  on  its  ht  iag  Mgni- 
fied,  after  the  suite  of  the  Araljassiuior  hutl  laii<ieti,  that  we 
should  very  willingly  dispense  witli  such  protcctioD,  we  had 
the  phaunic  to  find  tiiat  die  spies  on  our  oooduct  were 
•irithdiawii. 

'The  house  provided  for  the  Ambussador  was  stiffidently 
laige,  but  not  very  dean ;  and  ahhoDgh  it  Vras  lepresented  as 
being  completdj  funiMied,  there  was,  in  lealkj*  little  in  it 
beside  some  clumsy  old  fashioned  chairs  of  heavy  wood,  a 
few  tables,  and  woo<len  frames  with  cane  bottoms,  intended 
for  l^edsteads,  but  without  either  posts  or  curtains.  For- 
tuiKitcIy  we  took  on  shore  our  own  beddinc;,  by  doing  which 
we  soon  <li»irovpred  that  wi  luid  lost  nothnig  in  point  of  com- 
foit,  the  Ptjiiugueze  not  ix  ini^  over  nire  in  this  rrspect. 
Lt'hiiid  our  dw(•Hin^^-hf)^l^c  \'.as  ;t  loner  stnp  of  (r'f'iiiitl,  winch 
liad  formerly  bcca  a  garden,  but  w  lucli  was  now  m  a  state  of 
total  neglect,  and  entirely  overrun  w  ith  weeds.  To  most  of 
the  better  sort  of  homes  in  St  Sebastian,  ace  amimd  pieces 
of  ground,  planted  with  finiits,  flowers,  and  iragnnt  shrubs. 

-  We  had  little  reason  to  ocnnplain  of  the  cHmate  of  Bio 
during  our  stay.  Hiou^  the  sun  was  just  on  the  southern 
tropic,  and  conaequendy  nearJy  vcrttca],  during  our  reaadence 
here,  yet  we  seldom  sntfcrod  any  inconvenience  fiom  heat, 
or  were  prevented  from  taking  our  usual  quantity  of  exercise. 
Tlic  general  temperature  of  the  air  in  thp  day  was  from  76* 
to  SI*  of  Fa!ueii!i(  it.  The  nin'its  w  ere  by  far  the  most  dis- 
flsrrecable.  If  we  attempted!  to  walk  in  the  open  air,  the  hat,s 
or  the  fire  flies  {Lampyrus)  were  every  momeot  tbreateu- 
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ing  to  dart  against  onr  faces  ;  if  we  remained  in  tho  house, 
scorpions,  and  centipedes,  and  scolopendras  were  constantly 
crawlins^  over  the  floor ;  and  a  disagreeable,  disgusting,  but 
perfectly  hannless  insect,  a' species  of  cricket  {Grtflim  Gryi- 
totttlpa),  as  constantly  skipped  ttbomt  die  plates  end  into  die 
glawes  dttxing  supper.  Bat  of  all  the  toniients  I  ever  ex< 
peneoced,  in  any  part  of  the  woridt  none  in  my  opinion  can 
I  bepntinoompaiisoiiwithflioieprodiioedlyytlKtlb^ 
tnusquitoes  of  Rio  de  Janeiro.  I  have  felt  the  venom  of 
thdr  little  pointed  beaks  in  nuay  parts  of  the  world,  but 
never  suffered  fipom  its  vinileaee  any  thing  like  the  di^ipne  of 
pain  which  their  puncture  occasioned  at  this  place ;  nor  could 
the  exquisite  tojiiicnt  which  wc  suffered  be  owin*?  to  any 
exiraordinorv  ^Ir^-ec  of  in  ilabihty  iu  the  hai)it  of  body  at  the 
time,  because  the  whole  party,  without  a  single  exception, 
laboured  under  the  same  severity  of  pain.  The  eyes,  the  lips, 
the  forelu  aU,  and  the  checks  of  every  in<ln  niiial  who  slept 
on  shore  were  inflamed  and  swollen  in  i>ucli  a  manner  as  com- 
pletdy  to  disfigure  the  face.  Thote  who  had  taken  the  pi^ 
caution  to  fumiah  themselves  with  enrtains  of  aet*woffc| 
ibaa^  they  might  not  snlfer  in  an  equal  ditgtee  with  die 
lest,  were  not,  however,  entifelj  piotected.  If  a  sng^  mus- 
quito,  by  any  aoddeat,  found  itidf  widnn  the  net,  the  peiw 
petnal  hnmming  noise  with  which  it  anailed  the  ^et^  and  die 
constant  expectation  oi  fecUng  its  stin^  were  nearly  as  teas- 
ing and  as  preventive  of  sleep  to  those  who  lay  enclosed  in 
net-woifc  as  to  thosp  who  weie  eipoaed  to  their  open  attack. 

The  swarms  of  these  insects  and  ot  her  Juiids  of  vermin  may 
be  attributed  rather  to  the  extreme  filM»iy"*y  o^'  the  people 
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^8n  to  tl)e  heat  of  the  climate.  The  ground  floors  of  the 
l|ous€2i  arc  nirely  swept :  tiicj  icrve  m  repositorit^  for  fire^ 
vood,  £br  lumber,  and  the  lod^^ings  their  naneniUi  tbnrci* 
The  wae  mat  of  dfaitlinm  b  visible  in  their  jdiew  9a4  in 
their  pcnoas.  Few,  if  anj,  are  ftee  fioin  a  oertaiu  cataoeoni 
diflovder,  whidi  h  Mippoaed  sa  our  counlj^  to  he  the  joint 
elect  of  i¥ivetty  of  fivnl  and  lltik;  many  bave  confirmed  le- 
|»atf ;  and  the  elcphankiaiis  b  by  nu  means  uncommon.  A 
gimA  part  of  tlicir  diet  consists  of  fish,  fruit,  and  rotables, 
irith  the  nerer-fiuling  dish  of  farinha  dc  pao,  or  flour  of  (he 
maniota  root ;  all  their  sub'^tanliul  food,  whutcver  it  may 
be,  is  first  dipped  in  oil  or  grease,  and  tlicn  rulleAi  in  (his 
Hour  and  made  up  into  little  balls  ui  the  palm  of  the  hand. 
Milk,  butter  and  cheese  arc  rarely  used.  Uitli  the  utmost 
difficulty  we  procured  a  little  of  the  first  for  our  tea,  and  it 
was  miserably  bad.  Their  beef  is  Icuu  ami  very  indifferent, 
aod  mutton  is  scarcely  to  be  had  at  any  rate.  Fowls  and 
tuifcies  aie  almndant,  and  tolerably  good ;  and  the  niailcet  ia 
w^  supplied  with  a  great  variety  of  veiy  excdient  fish.  Ike 
tivead  which  ii  made  of  wheaten  flour,  the  pioduoe  of  the 
eoatfaem  pvoviooei,  is  exceedingly  good.  The  finiits  in  gene- 
nl  an  not  exoeUedTin  any  part  of  the  worid. 

One  of  the  first  objects  of  inquiry  to  an  inquisitive  tra\  eller, 
«n  his  entering  a  city  or  large  town,  is  a  bookseller's  shop. 
An  Englishman  in  particular  is  so  accustomed  to  tlie  con- 
venience of  a  printed  guide,  wherever  he  moves  about  in  his 
own  country,  tliat  he  is  very  apt  to  run  into  the  mistake  of 
expecting  to  1k^  accommodated  with  a  similar  fund  of  inform- 
ation abroad.    After  a  lung  search,  and  many  inquiries,  wc 
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at  last  discovered  tlial  there  were  two  bookscUcrs'  shops  in 
St.  Sebastian ;  but  it  required  less  time  to  find  out  that  they 
contained  nothing  that  was  likdj  to  be  luefiil  or  inteissting 
to  us*  Many  old  volumes  on  medicine  and  aldiemy,  atOI 
more  on  chnrch  biiitoKy  and  tiieolo^cal  disputations,  and 
some  few  on  the  exploits  of  the  house  of  Biagpnpa»  swelled 
their  catalogues ;  nothing  tliat  related  to  the  oountiy  was  to 
be  found.  This  portion  of  Soutli  America,  one  of  the  most 
fertile  regions  of  the  g^obct  had  scarcely  supplied  from  the 
pen  of  tlic  Portugweze  a  single  pas^  of  natural  liistory,  eco- 
nomics or  statics,  bcvond  what  appears  iu  tlie  general  ac- 
counts of  the  conquest  of  the  Brazils.  A  Franciscan  friax 
infoniKul  us  that  he  had  long  been  amassnig  materials  for  a 
i  Vo/a  jiumnensk^  as  he  meant  to  call  it  in  allusion  to  the 
name  of  Rio,  which  hb  hoped  soon  to  publish ;  but  I  have 
not  heard  that  it  has  yet  made  its  appearance.  A  small  woik 
has  lately  been  puUished  on  the  hnportance  of  the  oommeioe^ 
of  Fortu^  and  its  colonies^  by  CralmAo  Bishop  of  Fmism- 
baco ;  but  the  little  it  contains  with  r^;ard  to  tiie  Braals  is 
of  a  very  ^ncral  nature,  and  not  at  all  descriptive.  It  is 
pretended  indeed,  that  both  in  this  town  and  at  St.  Salva> 
dor  the  go\erninont  is  in  possession  of  very  voluminous 
manusrript'5,  which  were  compiled  b}'  the  Jesuit  missionaries. 
If  the  fact  t>e  so,  it  is  niort-  than  probable  they  contain  little 
more  than  joumals  of  their  transactions,  and  co|)ics  of  their 
correspondence  uitli  their  supeii(trs  m  Europe.  If  tiie  greater 
part  of  the  time  oi  tiic  priests  and  monks  of  liio,  where  they 
are  very  numerous,  was  not  employed  in  luxury  and  indor 
Icnce,  or  in  meddling  with  the  {Hivate  concerns  and  domestic 
airangcments  of  o'ery  £uni]y»  and  in  bearing  about  from  one 
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house  to  another  the  little  tales  of  scandal  that  may  be  afloat, 
what  an  excellent  opportunity  would  these  men  have  of  fa- 
vouring the  world  w  ith  a  descriptive  account  of  a  country  so 
very  mtercsting,  and  yet  so  little  know^u  ! 

Hie  oufioMtj  of  these  ncied  chtncten  to  4&cover  ttie  ns* 
tiire  sod  the  toope  of  the  embanj  to  Qiina  wfts  fii£Bdeiitly 
ematod  not  to  lequke  nniGh  fermalitj  of  intiodiictum  on 
Uieir  part.  A  coDstant  kitepooiine  wa»  kept  np  betweett  iJie 
conventv  and  <mr  hoteL  Whenever  their  curiosity  was  satis- 
iBed,  aa  far  as  regarded  our  own  concerns,  the  chief  topics  of 
their  conversation  turned  on  the  obstinate  character  of  the 
native  Indians,  whom  they  abused  most  protu'-rly  fnr  not 
embracing Chri-^t in nity,  (to  which,  by  the  way,  they  had  used 
little  endeavours  to  convert  them,)  on  re|>orts  of  large  dia- 
monds being  tound  at  the  mines  of  such  and  such  a  weight,  tlie 
roguish  tricks  of  the  slaves  and,  w  hat  in  theiu  was  tlic  most 
reprehensible,  on  the  disposition  to  gaUantrj  of  the  ladies  of 
St  Sebastian.  The  lady  abbess  of  aconvnit,  not fiurfiom  our 
lodgings,  was  compkimng  one  daj  to  Dr.  O.  of  being  subject 
to  violent  headaches,  for  which  he  pfomised  to  ffn  her  a  few 
piUs.  In  the  hnnj'cf  embarkataon  he  entrusted  the  box  to 
a  jolly  fat  fnat  of  the  order  of  St.  Benedict,  requesting  he 
would  take  an  early  opportunity  of  delivering  it  to  the  abbess. 
The  curiosity  of  this  son  of  the  church,  getting  the  better  of 
good  manneni,  impelled  him  to  open  the  box  ;  an  1,  applying 
it  to  his  nose,  he  observed  Id  the  Doctor,  with  a  significant 
leer,  '*  Aha,  Domine,  men  urinlia  !  hta  sunt  tnercurialia !" 
The  Dwtor  expressing  a  degree  ot^  displeasure,  mixed  witli 
astonishment,  that  lie  should  bup{>ose  the  lady  abbess  to  hare 
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any  occn'^irm  to  iiso  n  mi'dirinc  tor  such  a  purp^'-r  ms  ho 
meant  to  iiisimiiitc.  "  '\  liv.  lady  ablx-ss/'  he  exclaimed  uith  % 
loud  laucrlr,  "  liic  lady  abbess  and  all  the  ladies  of  Rirt 
"  pronce  mut  omms  uc  diJit-u:  Veneri  i"  Mid  he  concluded 
by  observing,  in  unequivocal  terms,  that  most  o£  tiiem  were 
labouring  tinder  the  ffl  tSeeU  aiising  from  a  free  and  unoon- 
itnined  iadn^enoe  tf  a  lioentioiis  and  proiniatnMu  intei^ 
tonne  vith  Btiangen.  On  the  mi  he  passed  a  atiB  more 
sei^ere  xsemmre.  Whetlier  these  sanaistkal  obecfvationB  of  the 
reverend  gentteman  were  or  irere  not  I9rae»  tfae^  were  not  tiie 
less  indecorous  and  tmbecoming  in  the  character  of  Uie  peison 
bj  ivbom  ti^y  were  uttered.  If  not  an  impious  it  is  at  I^t  an 
immanly  proceeding  fitst  to  extort,  under  the  sacrf^  gar!)  of 
religion,  a  confession  of  Ihc  fnilinp?  and  faults  of  those  Avhom 
wc,  mighty  lords  ot'  the  creation  !  arc  pieasixl  to  call  the 
weaker  se>;,  and  then  to  expose  iliem  to  th«  ridicule,  liie  ob- 
loquy, and  detractiou  of  tUe  worlds 

The  ftxniiiarity  whidi  mm  ladies  of  Rio  are  apt  to  use  t» 
ftrangers  may  not  perhs^  be  quite  consistent  widi  our  no^ 
tioos  of  female  modesty,  bat  I  am  ^  from  being  convinced 
of  ha  implying  tfiat  degree -of  crimimdky  iHiich  has  been  inn- 
puted  to  it  in  the  most  valuable  voyages  of  Captain  Codte. 
It  is  herein  stated  to  be  a  common  tfidi  of  the  ladies  of  Bio 
to  make  assigaations  with  strangers,  by  tossing  flowen  to 
them  as  they  j)ass  along  the  streets.  That  the  throwing  «p 
pxrlianging  of  flowers  by  the  ladies  of  Rio  h  n  very  common 
practice  cannot  be  denied  ;  but  I  am  im  liucd  to  believe, 
what,  however,  I  will  not  take  upon  nic  positively  to  assert, 
that  it  arises  more  tirpm  a  custom  which  they  imbibe  at  the 
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stniinnries  iu  early  life,  tlum  from  any  immoral  motive:  anf! 
that  tliis  custom  i**  continued  atierwards,  imt  only  thmi  long 
habit,  but  also  iVoin  adesire  of  appt-arinu;  friendiy  and  sociaWe. 
At  the  grate  of  tlie  convent  of  iiaiita,  Ckua,  \vliichs»onie  ol  our 
pai  ty  vinled  daily,  the  custom  of  presenting  flovm  was  so 
oomMOy  even  vitfa  duUtien  of  eigbftor  ten  years  that,  after  a 
km  of  Hie  lint  ▼Mits»  nobodj  Ibouj^  of  callmg  Uiae  witlioiil 
iMtng  prorided  iratfi  a  iio0i;gaj ;  and  theie  wa>  geneially  « 
itniggle  among  di6  joing  gpdi  trhidi  of  tbom  chould  frit  get 
totfie  gmte  and  escfaamge  ha  flowery  aiwaya  taking  care  pre* 
jooaaij  to  ^ppl j  it  to  her  Hps ;  and  iwving  Idaaed  the  Aower 
die  noeiTed  in  Tetora,  she  then  letired  to  make  floom  fur 
another.  So  inaecent  did  this  ousfcom  amieaB  to  qb,  on  the 
part  of  the  jminr^  ladies,  and  so  unsuspecting  «f  anj  thing 
cdaninal  was  tlie  abbess,  that  the  latter  openly  encouraged  it, 
apparmtlv  without  any  other  vim-  tlian  that  of  its  contribut- 
ing to  the  jrw  pkasurrs  oY  whirli  ihv.  strict  coiiliiu-inrnt  of  a 
nunnery  admits.  And  us  most  of  tin-  hidi<'s  of  Hio  have  ac- 
•juired  their  education  in  sonu'  of  tlu^  convents,  it  may  easily 
be  iuiagincd  that  a  favourite  amusement  of  their  curly  years, 
ia.  a  country  where  so  few  amusements  are  to  be  tbund,  would 
naturally  be  remembered  with  plea«are  in  a  different  but  not 
much  more  enhug^  sphere-  of  life.  'Women  who,  I  am  in-> 
dhied  to  iiefieve,  are  in  all  conniriei  mudi  more  dbposed 
to  be  codable  ihan  tlie  other  sex,  and  whoie  diapltaitioiis  aie 
iafiniteljr  more  benevolent,  have  aleo^  in  ^eir  demeanor,  a 
much  more  difficult  task  to  perform.  If  they  are  shy  and  re* 
served,  tliey  incur  the  censure  of  nfl^tation ;  if  open  and  io- 
gcsmons,  they  are  habk  to  a  eoasuie  of  another  kind. 
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^th  regarcl  to  tlmsc  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  I  own  that, 
however  strongly  prejudice  mis^ht  operate  atrainst  them,  I 
never  could  pciceivc  in  tlieir  u>nduct  any  liung  tliat  could 
warrant  tlic  opinion  of  thek  bong  more  Ucentious,  or  mote 
immorally  inclined,  ffam  females  are  in  other  countries.  Nor 
do  I  i>^e?e  that  their  good  humour,  ngnified  by  smiling, 
aoddingt  and  timnring  flowers  fiotn  thar  balconiea  to  passfaig 
straagers,  after  bavmg  repeatedlj  seen'  tiie  same  tlung  done 
when  the  firtfaeis  or  the  bnsbaiv^s  were  standing  b/  their  side, 
could  Jusdy  or  candidly  be  constroed  int^  any  assignation, 
to  ooD^y  any  particular  meaning,  or  bear  any  other  explana- 
tion than  that  of  its  being  a  mere  local  custom,  practised 
without  design ;  much  less  could  it  afford  sufficient  grounds 
for  the  very  heavy  censure  that  hns  been  passed  upon  them. 
It  is  scarcely  fair  to  decide  on  the  disposition  and  nioral 
chtiracler  of  a  whole  nation  from  the  occasional  occurrences 
and  obscr\ations  of  a  few  hours  in  the  day,  difring  a  weeit's 
residence ;  and  where  tiic  ciiaructcr  oi  tlie  fair  sex  is  at  uptake, 
we  ought  at  least  to  incline  to  the  favound>Ie  tide,  especially 
as,  in  eveiy  country,  the  female  pert  of  sociely  owes,  in  a 
great  degree,  its  good  and  bad  (jualities,  and  more  paitica* 
lady  the  latter,  to  the  conduct  of  the  men.  ^ 

The  manneis  are  so  different  m  different  countries,  and 

local  custofns  sometimes  so  extraordinary,  that  ocular  ob> 
senration  alone  may  easily  be  deceived.   In  fiance  it  was 

the  common  custom  for  the  gentlemen  to  kiss  every  lady  they 
nii2;ht  meet  in  the  streets  on  new  year's  day ;  and  he  who 
should  omit  tins  ceremony  would  have  been  oonfiidered  as  a 
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nde  and  iB-bred  man.  I  icmember  once,  in  passing  tbe 
streets  of  lireipooU  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  to  bavc  met 
half  a  doaen  very  smart  looking  gif]s»  wlio  stopped  me,  and 
ftam  their  manner  seemed  to  be  indined  to  handle  me  rather 
>  ToagUj.  I  soon  discoveMd  that  an  ancient  custom  was  stiU 
observed  In  this  town,  which  granted  a  privik^  to  the  ladies 
of  seizing  any  gentleman  they  might  chuse  to  encounter  in  the 
streets  on  Easter  Tuesday,  to  hfl  him  into  the  air  and,  if  he 
shnnlfl  rofusr  to  make  such  concessions  as  were  demanded, 
to  drop  him  mto  the  kennel  ;  and  this  day  is  sigoiiieantiy 
called  the  lifting  day.    Now  ii'  tlic  commander  of  a  Portii-  \ 
gucze  ship  should  happen  to 'be  waikinsf  the  streets  of  Liver- 
pool, for  tlie  first  time  on  llastcr  U  uesdaj ,  and  be  treated  in 
the  maimer  here  described,  and  be  sent  on  board  liis  ship 
inunediatdiy  after,  as  the  Portugpieae  of  Rio  stead  all  stran- 
gers on  board  their  respective  ships  at  sunset,  it  may  readily 
be  conceived  what  kind  of  character  be  would  be  apt  to  give 
of  the  women  of  liverpoolr  which  nemthdess  migh^  and 
eertamly  would,  be  no  1ms  erroneous  than  unjust 

'riiat  the  ladies  of  Rio  have  a  great  deal  of  vivacity  and 
little  reser\';e  I  am  free  to  admit,  which  indeed  is  not  greatly 
to  be  wondered  at.   The  wliole  day  is  spent  at  home  in 

gloomy  confinf»ment  ;  and  they  rarely  see  a  hnman  creature 
bos'dr  their  own  family,  exce|it  m  tlic  cvenintrs.  when  they 
appear  in  their  balconies  or  so  to  vesptTs.  At  these  moments 
they  may  be  compared  to  birds  liiat  have  escaped  from  the 
confinement  of  the  cage.  At  the  same  time,  1  ha\c  not  tlie 
smallest  doubt  that  this  city  lias  it»  tuii  proportion  of  ladies, 
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whose  virtue  sits  lightly  enough  upon  them.  And  indeed  ii' 
dirae  are  a  few  who,  pa«sing  lor  viituom  diaiacters,  are  yet 
•o  indiicreet  aa  to  make  unfafictaiHng  advancea  to  ftiangera,  I 
am  afiaid  they  hm  but  4oo  ijood  aa  enama  t»  plead  in  die 
aboBihialile  ooaduot  of  «ane  of  the  men,  of  which  the  aooMa* 
turn  of  the  finazB  teems  to  belmt  too  weU  oorrobocated. 

Most  of  the  women  of  Uio,  from  constant  confui^nent  and 

inactivity,  are  inclined  to  become  corpulent  at  an  early 
period  of  life.  Thck  countenances  are  in  general  pale  and 
rather  sallow,  but  they  have  almost  invariably  dark  expres- 
sive eyes  finrl  line  teeth.  Their  long  black  hair  is  genemllj 
tied  ill  tresses  with  wliitc  or  coloui-ed  ribbands,  and  adorned 
with  chaplets  of  flowers,  cliiedy  such  as  give  out  a  poweriW 
and  agreeable  odour,  as  the  P/iMieria»  the  P^Santkei  or 
tubenxM^  and  the  jasnane. 

The  elderly  dames,  however,  and  sudi  as  would  be  t)iou^ 
to  imitate  die  fiubions  of  Europe,  load  didr  black  locks  with  * 

a  profusion  of  oil  and  fiuinha.  Their  dress  in  the  house  con- 
«rtB  of  a  thin  muslin  or  calico  jacket  trimmed  with  lace,  and 
a  flounced  petticoat;  sometimes  with  but  more  firequentlj 
without  stockings.  They  seldom  walk  in  the  streets,  but  are 
carried  about  in  sedan  chairs  oj^en  at  the  two  sides,  borne  by 
slaves  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Chinese  carry  theirs  by  poles 
on  the  slioulders.  The  men  w  ho  can  afford  it  usually  ride  in 
a  cltimsey  kind  of  cabriolet,  drawn  liy  two  horses.  Tlicir 
dress  is  the  same  as  in  Europe.  Tliey  rarcJy  go  abroad  willi- 
out  lixcir  swords  and  cocked  hats,  and  a  pair  of  enoi-mous 
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gold  or  silver  hncklp^  in  their  shoes  and  at  the  knors,  set 
witli  diamonds  or  liraiiilian  topazes  ;  ;nid  they  are  gcucrally 
muiUed  up  in  a  great  cloak  in  the  hottest  weather. 

1 

yVe  had  linv  opporiiniitics  of  jiulijiiis;  ^vbat  uas  the  stale  of 
society  iu  St.  Sebustiuii,  hut  one.  may  torm  a  tolerable  con- 
jecture from  what  it  ii  in  their  other  aettieinents.  Tlie  in> 
liaUtaats  ate  taid  to  go  lonietioieB  in  small  partiea  to  the 
PmtKo  PuUie^,  v/hm  thej  sup  and  walk  and  enjoy  tiien- 
•elves  with  nntne  and  fireworks  to  a  late  hour  of  the  n^t ; 
hat  during  our  stay  we  saw  nothing  of  the  kind.  Balls  and 
concerts  ajre  said  also  to  be  given  oocaaionally  at  the  gorem- 
ment  house ;  but  tlie  Viceroy  was  considered  as  a  close  penu- 
rious man,  who  had  no  other  aim  than  that  of  amassing  a 
princely  fortune.  Thece  is  likewise  an  opera  house,  but  it 
had  been  shut  up  for  some  time  on  account  of  the  indisposi> 
tion  of  the  Queen  of  Portugal.  We  were,  tliereforr  ,  unlucky 
enough  not  to  see  any  of  their  assemblies,  or  amusements, 
or  convivial  meetings.  They  are  very  indolent,  very  icalous 
of  each  oilier,  and  very  su|)ei-st,it!0«<?.  The  day  is  divided 
between  sleep  and  ceremony,  and  mutual  distrust  is  but  ill 
suited  ibr  tlie  pleasures  of  social  intercourse.  In  fact,  the 
minds  of  the  mass  of  the  people  are  not  sufficiently  cultivated 
Id  feel  any  idish  fiir  them;  for  it  is  a  certam  truth*  as  a  great 
-inoialist  has  observed,  that  **  without  intelligence  man  is  not 
**  soda],  he  is  only  gregarious.'* 

As  the  avowed  object,  in  conquering  tlie  Brazils,  was  the 
coavenion  of  the  native  Indians  to  the  Christian  fiuth,  all  tho 
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chiTTchps  and  convents  are  amply  endowed ;  but  whatever 
the  zeaJ  of  the  clcrfiy  might  once  have  been  to  rK  complish 
this  object,  it  has  long  given  woy  to  the  moie  j)relt  iHl)le  ease 
and  hixurv  of  a  monastic  life ;  and  though  these  holy  men 
may  tind  it  prudent  to  keep  up  a  sliew  of  devotion,  by  a  more 
than  ordiiiuy  obiervanoe  of  ceiemoiiks  that  are  calculated 
to  strike  the  aenaes,  thej  aie  iooae  in  tibdv  own  monis  and 
convenatioii,  and  not  moch  disposed  to  Uuoir  anj  lestiaint 
on  tfaoae  of  Hie  Uufy.  Their  influence,  however,  is  very 
peal»  bnt  thej  are  less  the  objects  of  fear,  as  no  office  of  the 
Holjr  Inquisition  has  been  established  in  the  Qmsils-  The 
peipetual  tolling  of  beUs  for  matins,  for  vespen,  for  high 
mass,  or  for  announcing  the  performance  of  a  solemn  requiem 
to  mme  departed  soul  who  may  liave  left  a  liberal  legacy  to 
the  ( hurch,  and  the  frecjuent  tiring  of  rockets  and  crackers, 
keep  u|)  such  a  constant  din  that,  as  the  French  sat^rint 
has  observed. 

Four  lionoia  let  ntoRt,  foot  mourir  ki  nfaniii* 

Not  a  day  scarcely  passed  in  which  we  did  not  sec  some 
fimeral  procession,  accompanied  by  priests  bearing  flambeaux, 
and  diannting  tiidr  solemn  diiges  in  passing  along  the  streets ; 
and  scarodj  an  evening  occnrved  wifhont  some  Saint  in  the 
calendar,  or  the  hdj  Viigin,  whose  image  is' stuck  in  a 
wooden  box  at  the  corner  of  every  street,  bemg  marched 
about  the  town,  with  the  parade  of  soldiers  and  priests  and 
musicians,  'llie  ragged  finery  in  which  this  lady  in  particular 
is  usually  clothed,  her  powdered  locks,  and  the  tinsel  and 
tawdry  with  which  she  is  bedaubed,  really  put  one  in  mind 
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of  the  chimney  sweepers'  girli>,  or  rather  I)u  v.h  (irossed  in  girls' 
clothes,  on  the  first  of  May :  and  low  of  the  saiaU  carried 
about  in  tlieir  processions  have  a  much  more  respectable  ap- 
pearance  than  Guy  Fawkcs,  on  the  fifth  of  November.  Yet 
tfaqw  HMtdied  figures,  thin  bone  about  in  procession,  aro 
MtnetiiiMS  loaded  vitb  real  diamonds,  topaaes,  and  other 
pracioiis  vUtaet,  beside  gold  and  ulver  laoe  and  tasBds,  Aiiw 
niahed  in  aooie  instancea  by  the  dniich  to  wiudi  they  beloAg, 
and  bonowed  in  othen  for  the  occarion  from  the  wealtfaia 
inhabitants,  few  of  whom  are  so  wanting  in  piety  «as  to  relitae 
her  ladyship  the  loan  of  their  jewels,  whenever  she  may  con* 
descend  to  maJbO  her  nppen ranee  in  public.  Little  as  such 
<)])j<'ct.s  may  appear,  to  rational  biungs,  to  be  ralculaled 
tor  in.sj)ii  iuii-  that  veneration  whicli  tliej  arc  intended  to 
pTodiicc,  they  ser^e  at  least  as  so  many  contiivuuces  to  divert 
the  mind  lV(;m  any  train  of  thinking.  Indeed  the  Ion?  con- 
tiaucd  ha  hit  oi'  daily  vviUicssing  mch  scenes  does  not  aecm  to 
have  in  the  least  diminished  the  attention.  AVhen  Uie  bell 
tolls  every  perMra-  in  the  street  takes  off  his  hat,  and  he  ob- 
serves the  same  oemmony  when  he  passes  cme  of  the  cages  in 
whidi  is  contained  die  image  of  the  holy  Virgin ;  and  when 
the  iDdcets,  squibs»  and  crackers  ant  let  c^t  1^  eye  naturally 
turns  towards  the  eminences  on  whicli  the  churches  and  cort- 
vents  are  rrenerally  situated.  The  (^iTect  produced  on  the 
mind  by  these  noisy  appendages  of  leligian  may  be  the  same 
as  tliat  wliich,  if  ray  recollertion  serves  me  riglitly,  Dr. 
Johnson  ascribed  to  musie,  nuinely,  "  tlmt  it  takes  away  the 
**  ideas  we  have,  and  gives  us  no  new  ones." 
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It  will  not  be  pxprrted  that  I  should  be  able  to  give  any 
afrouiit  ot'tlif  sl;itc  ot"  the  coimtry,  as  to  the  mode  and  the 
cvtcnt  ol'  its  cultivation,  or  the  conditiou  of  its  inhabitants. 
Ouv  short  excunrion  to  the  vale  of  Tejeuca,  ab  ini  iwcnty  miles 
to  tlic  south-westwai il  ot'  St.  Sebasti.tn,  lurnished  us,  how-i 
ever,  with  an  opportunity  of  observiiig  iiow  wretchedly  ne- 
glected was  thift  mcMit  Iwantifiii  and  fertile  eoontrj,  even  in  the 
vicinity  of  its  most  pofwdous  city.  From  the  outlets  of  tfae 
town,  none  of  the  niuisi  adinitttng  of  wfaed  ciifisgieit  m 
earned  beyond  ten  nules ;  in  our  present  eKvision  we  weve 
obliged  ta  aJigbt  at  tlie  end  of  about  six,  where  faocMS  woe  pm- 
paied  for  the  further  prosecution  of  our  journey.  We  premtlj 
entered  a  large  forest,  in  passing  through  which  we  were  fre- 
quently obliged  to  dismoimt,  in  order  to  scramble  over  huge 
truTiks  of  trees  that  had  fallen  across  the  path,  where  they 
were  suffered  to  lie  and  rot  without  molestation.  We  !i:kI  no 
objection  to  loiter  under  the  cool  shade  which  the  venerai^le 
evergreens  of  some  centuries'  growth  afforded,  and  to  listen 
to  the  wild  notes  of  birds  that  were  totally  new  and  unkno^vu 
to  any  of  us ;  yet  the  frequent  obstructions  wc  met  with  from 
trees,  and  focks»  and  bogs,  were  tedious  and  tiresome.  Vsam 
our  quittiog  llie  town  till  we  came  to  the  veige  of  the  finest 
little  cultiTRtirai  had  upfetated;  beyond  it,  still  len.  The 
lower  port  of  the  hilb  were  skirted  with  fiirests,  the  ^ens 
were  dioaked  up  with  trees  of  a  m^estic  siae^-  and  the  tops 
of  the  hills  and  kndb  were  covered  with  ooppiOe*  Not  Ml 
inch  of  the  surface  appeared  to  be  naked. 
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Afloeading  the  heiglits  to  tbe  vettwaid  we  puwd  %  mmt 
■wgnificent  cioidg,  whidw  fkam  the  number  of  nanus  that 
wens  oat  on  the  udet  of  a  cavern,  and  a  long  table  wifiiin  it 
diat  was  hewn  out  of  the  Bolid  rod(»  seemed  to  have  onoe 

been  tlie  resort  of  numerous  visitors.  The  stream  of  water 
fell  into  a  rich  and  romantic  vallc}',  through  which  it  flowed 
into  a  small  arm  of  the  sea.  We  observed  ooljr  two  plantar 
tions  in  the  whole  valley,  at  the  dwelhng  house  of  one  of 
whirl)  vre  took  up  our  KniLrins  for  the  ntght.  It  had  "itilf  or 
no  furnilux*e,  \\;is  cxccctiiualy  tliily.  iiiui  liad  to  enciun; 
almost  insufferable  torments  limn  the  swanui*  of  ni<)s(|uito«  s, 
that  attacked  us  as  we  lay  ex}>osed  on  wooden  iVaiacs  wilii 
taiie  bottoms,  without  bedding,  mattras,  or  curtains.  The 
plantations  wen  worked  entirely  by  slaves,  and  abounded  with 
oottoa>  coffee,  oocoa,  sugar,  fruity  and  other  valuable  pio- 
ductioQS.  The  proprietor  had  a  hundred  slaves  on  his  pUnt< 
ation,  was  a  considerable  merdiant  in  Rio,  and  este«ned  to 
be  a  very  rich  man ;  but  his  maniwr  of  living  as  ftr  as  we 
were  capable  of  judging,  was  destitute  of  eveaej  kind  of  oom- 
ftrt.  Soiroundcd  with  the  greatest  abundance  of  the  neces- 
saries and  even  luxuries  of  life,  he  was  a  total  slxanger  to  any 
of  its  oonreniencies.  He  complained  most  grievously  of  the 
oppression  -which  the  inhabitniits  of  South  America  suffered 
from  the  mother  country;  tUiii  the  mnnopolies,  the  ]irohibi- 
tiou"^,  and  the  taxes,  had  chct  kcd  commerce,  im]>edetl  agri- 
culture, and  destroyed  the  spi  rit  of  enterprise :  and  he  repre- 
sented the  liibbutiblactioa  to  have  become  so  general  at  the 
burdens  imposed  on  Uiem,  and  tbe  restrictions  they  were 
oblige  to  submit  to,  that  he  should  not  be  surprised,  he 
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said,  U  ihey  were  driven  at  last,  like  their  hretlnon  in  tlic 
ncii  them  part  of  the  same  continent,  to  shake  oil  tlic  yoke  of 
rortugal,  and  assert  their  independence. — But  a  general  view 
of  the  system  followed  by  Portugal  with  regard  to  the  Braiils 
Z  thall  reierve  fiv  «0Dthflr  cfaapter. 
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CHAP.  V. 

GEXERAL  0I5Sr,K\  ATIOXS   OX   THE  BUAZILS. 

DilCtVttJ  tf  the  Brazils — Mode  of  colonizing  the  Country — Failure  in  the 
Auempt  to  convert  the  Nafn^a  is  Chrisiiarjtyy  and  to  Slavery — Negroes 
imported  from  the  Coast  of  Africa — A  Frenchman's  Humanity  to  a  Cargo  of 
Slaves-^Tnatmuit  emd  CmuStion  of  Slaves  in  the  Braxiis — Jdvantages  of 
tbit  CmmOj  tter  ^Wut  bMa  blanJi~~R^atmt  m  Slmmy—'IXiem^ 

ductions  of — Treaty  of  Commerce  hetwtUl  England  and  Portugal — Deplorable 
State  ef  the  Spanish  Colonics — Dangerous  TlK'rirc  of  rcvoluiioniung  South 
America — Bahiay  Rio  Jc  famirOy  end  St.  Cathariuc' s,  three  importasU 
Pmits  on  the  Coast  of  Brazil— ^trenph  of  Rio,  and  military  Force, 

Tub  discovery  of  the  American  isluails  seems  to  have  been 
the  result  of  a  preconcerted  enterprise,  bnt  that  of  the  coast 
of  Braal  was  merely  accidental.  The  Portugiieie  Adminl 
Cabral,  when  conducting  an  expedition  found  the  ot 
Good  Hope,;  neaolved,  in  cmuequenoe  of  the  cafant  and  faaf- 
fiing  winds  wliich  his  predeoeflsora  had  intariafalj  ezperieaoed 
near  ^  coast  of  Afiica,  to  try  a  diflerent  thoi^  ciicuitous 
nrate,  by  crossing  the  equinoctial  line  many  degrees  (0  tha 
westward  of  that  part  of  it  where  hitherto  it  had  been  cus- 
tomaiy.  Having  accomplished  this  point,  and  keeping  Iiis 
sails  full  with  a  brisk  south-east  trade  to  the  southward  of  the 
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linr,  he  unexpectrdly  fell  in  with  (lie  rnnst  of  South  America, 
about  the  sixteenth  parallel  of  latitude,  wlu  re,  after  expe- 
riencing much  hcjually  weather,  he  discovered  a  tolerably 
good  bav,  on  wliicli,  finding  a  safe  anchorage  for  his  ships, 
he  conferred  tlie  name  of  Porto  Seguro ;  and,  conformably 
to  the  custom  of  those  days,  he  called  this  part  of  the  newly 
diacomed  coattneat  Sania  Cnu,  or  the  Holy  Cross.  But 
his  government  aAerwarda  changed  it  to  that  of  BnunI,  on 
account  of  the  valuable  wood  so  called  which,  fbr  a  consider- 
able time  alter  the  discovery*  wax  the  only  important  article 
of  produce  exported  fiom  thence  to  Europe. 

In  those  days,  ui  lcc d,  the  acceaaion  of  tecritory,  merely  as 
such,  was  held  to  be  only  a  secondarv  considerulion  ;  tlie 
«-on\  oi-sioa  of  the  natives  to  Christiaaitv  was  the  grand  and 
ost-nsiblc  object:  and  all  conqticsts  m(k  avowedly  under- 
taken under  this  sacreii  banniT.  How  tar  tlic  Portugueze 
were  sincere  in  their  views  of  enlarging,  by  the  addition  of 
Brazil,  the  dominion  of  Christendom,  may  partly  be  iiderred 
fim  the  description  of  peopte  whidi  they  selected  to  be  tiie 
setdew  of  thb  newly  acquired  country.  All  persons  coiw- 
victed  of  ciicnes  not  tmmedialely  punidiafale  with  death,  all 
aiUih  as  were  accused  of  witdu^taft  and  heresy,  all  kind*  of  * 
Tagnnti  who  had.  no.  ostensible  means  of  gaining  their  sab- 
gistencei  aB  persons  who  were  in  any  way  obnoxious  to  the 
duirdi,  but  particularly  such  of  the  Jewish  and  Mahomedan 
persuasions  as  were  not  in  circumstances  to  pay  for  protection 
•gainst  persecution ;  in  short  all  those  ,  whom  at  any  time  it 
was  deemed  expedient  to  get  licl  of,  were  banished  to  the 
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finiib.  Hie  Jews,  against  irlioiii  «  pretext  wit  wMom 
wanting  when  the  object  was  to  get  at  their  pr(j]ic-rty,  and 
who^'  on  all  occasions,  were  the  devoted  victims  of  the  Holy 
Inquisition,  had  not  mnch  reason  to  regret  the  adoption  of 
a  measore  which  was  to  remove  them  oat  of  the  reach  of  a 
systematic  persecntioii,  and  to  confer  on  Uiem  the  exercne  of 
^ir  liberty  in  a  new  country,  where  imUistry  and  skill  could 
not  1^1  to  raise  them  to  prosperity.  Banishment  was  to  them 
a  sanrtitary  from  injustice  and  rapacity.  Ininicdiatcly  on 
their  hindino;,  tiicy  hcf^an  to  consider  of  the  mmt  likely 
means  of  ingratiating  llicinsclvcs  wiili  the  natives,  'i'hcse  un- 
juspecting  cn^atun^s,  on  linding  thcuisc  Kt  s  Ivindly  trentcd, 
made  no  oi»je(  ti()n  to  the  strangers  oeeupymL;  huvds  wheie\i  r 
they  might  ehuse  to  fix,  'llicy  even  di veiled  themselves  at 
the  fully  of  the  white  men,  who  could  leave  their  own  coun- 
try and  tiicir  friends  for  the  purpose  of  digging  the  ground  in 
a  straqge  land,  and  of  rearing  a  few  sickly  plants,  whose  seeds 
they  had  biDugbt  with  them  fer  the  purpose,  when  the 
native  forests  of  the  Braails  yidded  spontaneously  an  incz« 
haustible  supply  of  detidous  ^its. 

AH  Uiese  people,  however,  who  had  been  considered  at 
home  in  no  other  light  than  as  the  dregs  of  society,  found 

their  condition  in  their  new  country  infinitely  improved. 
Ihey  had  taken  the  {wecaution  of  carrying  with  tlicm  a  few 
cuttings  of  the  sugar-cane  from  the  island  of  Madeini,  to 
which  plare  the  T'ortugne^e  had  already  transplanted  it  from 
the  Mcditt  na[U!an  ;  and  this  valuable  plant  was  cultivated  in 
the  Brazils  with  so  nmch  success  that,  from  an  article  of 
medicine,  it  became,  in  the  course  of  a  few  yaaxs,  an  object 
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of  luxury.  It  serins  indeed  that  fhv  incrca'^.ed  demand  I'or 
this  valuable  piiMhirt,  in  tho  niaiki*ts  of  Kuiojh',  first  con- 
vint  rd  the  Court  of  Lisbon  of  a  truth  to  whicl)  itluid  liitherto 
paid  liltie  attcntioa,  iianiel>',  iiial  a  colony  might  become 
useful  to  the  mother  country,  though  it  had  neither  gold, 
sUrer,  nor  diamonds  in  tlie  soil. 

So  much*  indeed,  had  the  importMice  of  the  Bnunls  in- 
creased in  the  eyes  of  government  that,  in  about  fifty  years 
after  the  discoverjr,  it  was  considered  to  be  worthy  of  the  su* 
perintending  care  of  a  Govemor-Geneial.  This  great  nian 
had  scarcely  set  foot  in  the  country  before  he  cootriTed  to 
quarrel  with  the  natire  Indians.  From  his  own  obienralaons 
of  the  gentle  and  tractable  disposition  of  these  savages,  vhich 
were  corroborated  by  the  arrounts  he  received  from  the  colo- 
nists, he  conrrived,  as  lie  thought,  the  laudable  design  of 
reducing  sonic  of  \]\t:in  to  the  condition  of  slavcrr,  and  of 
compelling  otluTs  to  cultivate  the  ground  on  such  tenns  as 
lie  should  pn^srribc.  The  (lovemor  no  doubt  acted  in  con- 
formity to  the  spirit  ot  his  instructions ;  Ibr,  it  may  be  ob- 
served that,  in  an  the  discoveries  and  conquests  of  Spain  and 
Portu^,  the  population  of  a  country  was  never  considered 
as  any  oitNion  of  its  wealth.  To  rednfce  thar  nttmben,  by 
making  diem  slaves,  and  to  search  fi>r  gold  dust,  were  the 
first  objects  of  their  consideration.  By  the  partial  successes 
of  the  Fbrtnguese  on  the  coast  of  Africa  they  were  no  doubt 
encotiraged  to  pursue  a  simiilar  plan  in  South  America ;  but 
the  Brazilians,  takinii;  flic  alarm  at  sucli  an  unexpected  out- 
rage, detennined  to  rejx  l  injustice  by  force.    Tiieir  nund)ers 

and  their  courage  were  greater  than  was  necessary  to  crush 
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at  once  this  infant  coIotiv  ;  and  this  would  inevitably  have 
happened,  had  not  the  interiereuce  ot  some  Jesuit  niissit>n- 
arics,  who  by  tlieir  persuasive  and  winning  conduct  liad 
gained  the  estceju  ol  Llic  natives,  wauled  otF  the  blow.  Tht^se 
enterprising  men  prevailed  ou  liial  part  oi  the  insulted  na- 
tives, M  liich  inhabited  tlie  sea  coast,  to  accede  to  leiras  of  re- 
coiicifiatkwi  wkOk  tli6  colonists;  but  manj  letiped  into  the 
interior,  and,  notwithstanding  ail  the  exertions  gf  these  luAy 
men,  could  never  be  induced  to  put  iurther  confidence  in 
fheir  European  intniden. 

It  is  a  reproach  but  too  M-dl  foumted  that,  wherever 
Europeans  have  extended  their  conquests  in  foreign  countries, 
the  numliers  of  the  natives  have  gnidually  diminished,  new 
and  destructive  diseases  have  been  intrcHhieed,  their  physical 
powers  have  been  diiintushod  by  the  copious  use  of  poisonous 
spirits,  ihrw  niiiids  eornipted  by  theft  and  lying,  tkeir  primi- 
tive sini[)lic  ity  de^t^()yed,  their  n)Pan>  tji"  sul)sistence  rendered 
more  precarious  and  difiieult,  w  liiUt  tiu  y  have  rarely  made  a 
single  step  in  the  progress  towiUiU  civil  polity,  or  the  least  ad- 
vancement in  arts,  manu&ctures,  or  morality.  If  the  human 
mind,  in  every  variety  of  the  species,  was  not  known  to  be 
capable  of  progressive  iniprovement,  the  fault  might  be  sup- 
posed to  rest  with  the  rough  and  stubborn  temper  of  the  un- 
polished  natives ;  but  it  demands  onlj  a  slight  inquiry  into  Uie 
modes  of  treatment,  whicli  in  some  colonists  are  ctwH  and 
outrageous,  and  hi  others  zealous  and  intolerant,  fully  to  ac- 
count |br  this  melancholy .  trutlt.  As  an  instance  of  the 
former  mode  of  proceeding  I  have  had  occasion  to  represent 
the  conduct  of  the  Dutch  boors  towards  tiic  Hottentots ;  and 
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the  Portugueze  iu  the  ]>ni!?ils  afl'ord  h\ii  too  strikinji  an  cx- 
ainpie  of  the  latter,    l  or  aJtliough  the  Jesuits,  in  tlicir  govern- 
ment of  Paraguay,  united  such  a  degree  of  prudence,  skill, 
and  pei-severance,  to  Hbe  nuMt  consmnmate  knowledge  of 
human  nature,  as  would  no  doubt  hare  completed  the  ctril- 
intion  of  South  America ;  jet,  other  missionaries  of  different 
.orders,  by  an  intemperate  Mai  in  the  same  cause,  destroyed 
the  lair  piospect  of  fruit  by  blighting  the  tree  in  its  blossom. 
It  was  an  invariable  principle  of  the  Jesuits  to  ^?e  way  to 
the  prevailing  superstitions  of  the  natives,  to  study  and  to 
encourage  their  most  ix>oted  prejudices,  so  as  to  be  able,  by 
meeting  them  on  tin  ir  own  ground  when  proper  occasions 
to  <'ni[)!i)v  tlie  few  thcv  might  liavc  converted,  as 
active  instrumt  nts  for  bringing  about  a  general  turn  in 
favour  of  the  gr-iiul  object  of  their  mission.    The  Dominicans, 
the  Francisciui:>,  and  the  lienedictines  aimed,  on  tlie  contrary, 
to  overturn  at  once  e\  ei  y  sacred  superstition  ni  the  religious 
creed  of  the  natives,  aiid  to  force  upon  them  an  unconditional 
compliance  with  the  novel  doctrines  of  their  o^vn  :~doctriQe8 
wUdi  in  tibeir  purert  add  most  simple  dress  could  not  pos* 
sibly  be  understood,  because  they  did  not  apply  to  the  con- 
dition of  savage  life ;  much  less  soi  when  involved  in  mystery 
and  disguised  in  ceremony,  lliat  inan  who  thinks  to  convert - 
a  savage  to  Chiistiamty,  by  preaching  the  doctrine  of  a 
liituce  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  and  by  endeavour* 
ing  to  convince  him  that  all  his  time,  and  attention,  and 
£uth,  must  be  employed  to  secuie  the  salvation  of  his  soul  in 
another  world,  whilst  his  Ijody  is  pining  and  perishing  for 
want  in  this,  betrjys  a  most  woful  ignorance  of  the  human 
mind,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  of  much  use  in  forwarding  the 
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cause  he  is  sent  to  promote.  To  t  oiniiK^nrc  a  (iiscourse  \vith 
a  8ava«»e  on  the  bliss  of  lua  aoul,  of  wiiicli  lie  has  no  con- 
scious existence,  whilst  hunger,  disease,  aucl  j)aiii  torment 
his  body,  would  be  absurd  and  preposterous.  Those  have 
the  better  came  in  band  who  aideavour  to  render  pleMiie 
and  ptoGt  compatible  with  religion,  and  to  give  die  eavage 
a  taite  of  happtnew  in  this  woi]d»  as  the  siucst  means  of 
awakening  in  him  the  desiie  of  extttiding  it  to  the  next  To 
direct  his  mind  to  objects  of  which  he  can  comprehend  the 
utility :  to  convince  him,  bj  example,  that  his  quantity  of 
happiness  is  capable  of  being  extended ;  to  give  him  notioas 
c( property*  andtlie  comforts  it  is  capable  of  procuring;-— 
these  are  the  more  effectual  means 

*■  To  nuke  man  mild  iad  sociable  to  man, 

«  TocnltifMdK  wOdlkailkNiiMWice 

«  Wklk  mdoait  diadpliDet  indfibaaawtt}* 

than  by  compelliiiL'  hh  assent  to  doctrines,  of  wlii<;h  he; 
can  neitlier  conjpielienU  the  reasoning,  nor  feel  tlie  iKuieht. 
'ITiis  is  beginning  entirely  at  the  wrong  end ;  and  tlie  ob- 
stinate adherence  to  such  a  system,  by  the  more  rigid  orders 
of  Gaffaofics  in  the  Brazils,  obliged  Uwm,  after  the  dettnio- 
tion  of  the  Jesuits,  to  abandon  fhe  cause  altogether.  Hie 
consequence  of  which  was,  that  the  gieater  part  of  the  na* 
ttres  are  at  this  moment  as  uwaviliaed  as,  and  petfaaps  more 
so  than,  when  the  country  was  first  discovered. 

The  anti])athy  of  the  Brazilians  to  the  Portugucze  is  so 
great,  that  the  Viceroy  is  not  able,  without  some  difficulty, 
to  keep  up  an  establishment  of  twehre  rowers  of  the  state 
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b;Lto» .  TiiLse  were  tlie  only  leai  aaUves  we  haU  an  oppor- 
luuiiy  of  seeing  (iui  iijg  our  stay  of  three  wedu.  'Ilieir  fea- 
tufes  were  mot  much  different  from  those  of  the  Malays, 
Tartais  and  Chinese,  llieir  statute  was  short.  They  ap- 
peared to  be  of  a  grave  and  s^ious  disposition,  seldom  speak> 
ing  to  each  othe^,  jand  indicating  an  avmion  to  oooununicate 
with  strangers.  They  had  long  hbck  hair,  and  the  bearj 
was  visible  only  on  the  upper  lip  and  under  the  diin.  Hiose 
who  en^ge  in  thb  senrice  are  said  to  be  so  much  detested  by 
their  countrymen,  as  Jo  prevent  thcan  firom  ever  returning 
to  their  horde,  apprclKMisive  that  if  once  in  thc^r  possession 
they  would  certainly  be  put  to  death. 

AVIien  the  rorUiiiur/e  vere  sutlieiently  cr>ii\ iin-od  of"  the 
incfBeacv  of  the  attempt  to  rcilurc  the  I'la/iliaiis  to  shivery, 
or  to  euiapcl  them  to  submit  to  the  labours  ul  agiicuJturc, 
their  next  recourse  was  to  tlie  settlements  they  hatl  already 
acciuired  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  a  supply  of  negroes. 
Whole  caignes  of  these  iU-fated  people  were  annually  trans- 
ported ffom  theur  native  country  and  thdr  connections,  cut 
off  from  every  hope  of  returning,  and  doomed  to  toil  for  the 
remainder  of  their  days  in  die  foreign  fields  of  South  America. 
The  number  which  at  present  is  said  to  be  annually  imported 
amounts,  on  an  average,  to  twenty  thousand  ;  and  as  this 
demand  is  constant,  whilst  thr>  quantity  of  produce  is  8up> 
posed  to  be  little  if  at  all  increased  for  sevend  year?;  pnst, 
there  arc  strong  irrnitnds  to  suspect  that  at  li  ast  :iu  ecjual 
numh(T  to  those  injpoitt^i  must  he  destroyed  every  yenr. 
\(  l  these  make  a  boast  of  tit  aliiiii;  thrir  slaves  bcttt.-r - 

than  any  oilier  nutiou.   The  Trench  and  the  Dutch  do  the 
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»aaie ;  and  they  all  unite  in  asscitins  that  the  English  arc 
the  moet  cruel  to  dietr  ilaves.  Pec^ple,  however,  are  apt  to 
jdiflfer  in  tlieur  iuitioiit  of  biiiiMiiitx»  as  wdl  08  on  liBu  mpor^ 
ant  points ;  and,  vbere  the  whole  system  is  bad»  the  dej^ees 
of  atrocity  may  peihaps  be  the  less  discernible,  fied  as  our 
countrymen  are,  I  am  stDl  inclined  to  hope  that  few  are  to 
Jie  fiMind  among  them  who  would  act,  on  a  similar  occasion, 
in  the  same  manner  as  I  am  about  to  relate;.  An  officer  in 
the  French  nmiy,  having  discovered  that  dealing  in  slaref 
was  a  more  lucrative  profession  tlian  fighting,  was  transport- 
ing a  cargo,  consisting  ot*  about  tlu"ee  lumdred,  from  Mosam- 
bique  to  tlie  Isle  of  France.  Thoy  had  scarcely  put  to  sea 
when  the  suian-pox  broke  out  aiiiouir  thcni.  On  three  or 
four  the  pustuh's  ;ip[)earcd  in  sucli  u  inaniuT  as  to  Iravc  no 
doubt  as  to  t!)c  nature  of  the  disease;  and  about  a  dozen  of 
the  rest  were  cuu!>idcied  to  be  infected.  As  it  was  pret^ 
evident  that  none  of  tlie  cargo  had  gone  throu^  the  disease^ 
and  equally  so  that  they  could  not  escape  infection ;  and  as 
the  chances  were,  in  this  event,  that  the  mortality  would 
gKsady  exceed  seven  per  ccm/.,  the  slave  merchant  resolved  to 
thiow  the  fifteen  or  sixteen  infected  persons  immediately 
overboard.  This  man  afterwards  wrote  an  accotmt  of  his 
voyage  to  tlie  East  Indies,  in  which  he  talks  a  great  deal 
about  humanity,  but  carefully  avoids  the  mention  of  this 
transaction.  At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  however,  he  made 
no  secret  of,  but  assumed  a  degree  of  merit  in,  what  he  had 
done.  He  knew  well  enough  that  the  <^r>od  j>eople  of  this 
settlement  had  proper  notions  on  the  vahie  of  blacks.  By 
the  Frendi  part  of  the  inhabitants  he  was  applauded  for  his 
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great  hiUQianity,  iii  sacrificiag  a  few  for  the  safety  of  the 
whole ;  and  the  Dutch  admired  the  prudent  step  he  had 
taken  to  eeciue  the  greater  part  of  so  valuable  a  property. 
Every  body  appUnded  the  conduct  of  the  Frenchman,  but 
jione  seemed  to  pity  iJie  fite  of  the  poor  Macks. 

Whatever  the  pretensions  of  other  nations  may  be^  in 
gard  to  the  good  treatment  of  their  slaves  I  nni  inclined  to 
tliink  that  the  method  pursued  by  the  Porluguezc  planters  of 
the  Brazils  is  far  fixjna  being  the  worst.  The  master  expects 
from  tlic  shive  a  certain  quantity  of  labour  in  the  week,  whicli 
in  calculated  to  he  s\iffirtrnt  to  employ  four  days  of  moderate 
application  :  the  other  hvo  nrv  lor  himself:  hut  o\\\  <  t'  tde  pro- 
ceeds of  the  labour  of  these  two  days  lie  must  clot  lie  and 
feed  hiujseli  tor  the  whole  week.  By  sueh  a  sysleni  the  kish 
of  the  whip  is  unnecessary  ;  the  mailer  is  at  no  expence  be- 
yond the  first  cost,  ^v'hich  is  about  twenty  pounds ;  and  the 
slave,  by  the  surplus  produce  of  the  labour  bestowed  on  ha 
own  account,  is  Upequently  enabled  to  lay  by  a  sufficient  sum 
to  purchase  his  fieodom.  Those  who  are  doomed  to  woik  at 
tlie  mines  espeiience  wone  treatment  than  such  as  are  em- 
ployed in  domestic  purposes,  or  in  agriculture.  The  tempta-* 
tion  to  secrete  small  diamonds  has  sometimes  induced  tlie 
slaves  to  swallow  them.  Whenever  the  labour  of  the 
day  has  not  been  usually  productive,  or  any  other  cause  of 
suspicion  arises  that  such  may  liave  been  the  case,  they  arc 
put  for  a  certain  time  in  close  confinement,  and  a  s|ron<i;  dom 
of  ipccacua!iiia  is  admiuistcrctl.  If  this  should  not  pi-oduce 
Uie  dcsiicd  etiiEct,  the  next  step  is  to  ply  tlieni,  like  the  pearl 
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fidieis  of  Cejioo,  with  poirerful  cathartics,  till  the  poor 
creatures  are  nouly  exhausted ;  and  tbis  happens  very  often 
whak  they  am  peifectljr  innocent 

Hie  conditum  of  the    !<]  slaves  in  the  Brasils  is  preferable 

even  to  those  employed  for  domestic  purposes  in  tlie  towns  ; 
the  latter  being  ill  fed,  having  one  holiday  f)nly  in  the  week, 
and  not  capable  of  earning  much  by  liis  labour.  But  1  am  far 
from  tliinkin?:,  with  aJl  the  ndvantaifs  of  a  fi?ie  rlimate  and  n 
jjiodiic't ivr  soil,  tlint  tlir  conditinu  rwn  ot'  tiie  lield  slaves  is 
t;<Hial!y  <-(>iiiltjrliiblt'  tothai  ol'ilic  lalMJuiiiiL;  |)<  :!santry ofEuro|>e, 
wlii(  h  some  of  the  cidvocatea  for  the  roaliuuuiice  of  slavery 
boldly  assert  to  be  die  case  in  the  V^'est  India  islands.  The 
mind  of  a  labouring  tiec  man  goes  with  his  work,  aiui  directs 
him  both  as  to  the  quantity  expedient  to  be  done,  and  the  man- 
ner of  doing  it ;  if  he  should  be  contronled  in  these  lespecta,  he 
is  at  liberty  to  leave  bis  employer,  and  engage  wifb  another. 
Bot  tlie  IVest  India  slave  is  not  only  compelled  as  to  the  quan- 
tity of  labour  to  be  done,  but  as  to  the  mode  also  in  which  he 
most  do  it.  Every  action  and  every  moment  of  his  life  put  him 
in  mind  of  his  unfortunate  condition ;  hemust  work,move,speak, 
eat,  sleep,  ?nd  exert,  in  short,  every  action  and  energy,  both 
of  b<xly  and  aou],  to  tlie  will  and  caprice  of  his  owner.  So. 
say  the  anli-abohtionists,  must  an  English  apprentice,  'i'iiis 
is  not  a  fair  conipariscm,  'Plic  apprentice  nine  times  out  of 
ten  makr^  h]<  r!u)ice  of,  and  voluiitailI\  enters  into,  som<' 
trade  (ir  |)i  It  *)sion,  under  a  eonscioiHiu  s^i  of  the  advantagrs 
M  liich  ill  .ili  j)robal)ility  he  will  hiaeafter  derive  HVoni  it.  He 
luuk»  iuiward  lo  the  tt'nnination  of  his  serwUiJ  v»iui  sensa- 
tions of  pleasure,  exulting  perhaps  in  t!ie  i(leu  that  Uic  day  is 
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not  iur  distant  when  lu-  may  heroine  tlio  conit'ort  and  'iupport 
of  liis  aged  parents.  Uut  what  is.  tiie  jnospcct  oi  tlio  uuidr- 
tunate  African  ?  Eternal  separation  lioui  his  dearest  Iriends ; 
endicss  iiluvi  i  V  ;  severe  hibour ;  treatment  more  cruel,  and 
neglect  more  pointed,  as  age  and  iiilirmities  shall  have  made 
him  less  valuable  to  his  owner. 

The  slave  of  the  Bnaah  has  many  adrantages  over  tbe* 
slave  of  the  West  India  islaads.  The  climate  of  the  former 
is  infinitely  superior  to  that  of  the  latter,  and  the  seasons  of 
planting  and  of  reaping  aie  of  longer  duration.  The  owner 

of  a  sugar  plantation  in  the  West  Indies  has  but  a  short 
period  allowed  him  durin'j  the  rains  to  get  his  canes  into  the 
grottiHi.  Equally  short  is  the  season  of  reaping  them.  If 
the  canes  are  not  cut  down  when  fully  ripe,  the  juic^  eva- 
porates nnd  they  turn  to  wood  :  if  tliry  are  cut  down  and 
not  immediately  pressed,  the  Juit  e  begins  to  ferment,  and  is 
fit  only  to  hv  converted  by  distillation  mto  nmi.  At  the^p 
srason*;,  llierel'ore,  and  particularly  in  the  latter,  every  hand 
that  (an  work,  however  feebly,  is  of  impoilaiue  to  the 
planter ;  and  the  urgent  demand  for  labour  sometimes  makes 
liim  wholly  insensible  to  acts  of  inhumanity,  which,  perhaps, 
at  other  times,  might  appear  to  him  in  their  true  light,  and 
as  odious  and  atrocious  in  the  extreme.  This  is  not  the  case 
in  the  Brasils.  The  season  of  planting,  on  account  of  the 
longer  continuance  of  rain,  is  at  least  two  months  longer  here 
than  in  the  West  Indies;  and  the  gradual  ripening  of  the 
plants  protracted  in  the  same  proportion.  It  is  not  tlierefore 
foun<l  to  be  necessary  here,  as  is  the  case  in  our  colonies,  to 
drive  the  slaves  to  work  with  the  crack  or  the  lash  of  the 
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w  liij),  or  to  rcuulato  the  sUoke  of  the  biU  or  the  hoc  by  the 
measure  of  a  torccd  song. 

The  iuniil>er,  however,  ut  AlVicun  negroes  that  are  aiumally 
im|x>rtcd  into  the  Bruiiils  alfords  a  presumptive  j)roof  that 
here,  as  trdl  as  in  the  West  ladies,  it  suits  the  interest  of  tlie 
planter  to  purchase  aew  slaves  in  pveference  to  the  rearing  of 
young  ones,  by  allowing  that  degree  of  parental  attention  on 
the  part  of  the  motlier,  which  a  state  of  helpless  infancy  ne- 
cessarily requires.  It  b  in  vain  to  tell  us  that  the  condition 
of  the  African  ncgn>  is  meliorated  in  the  colonies,  vrhen  a 
constant  importation  is  required  to  keep  up  their  numbeis. 
But  even  admitting  that  their  situation  was  improved  by  a 
passage  across  the  Atlantic,  by  what  rule  of  right  do  we  as- 
sume to  ourselves  the  power  of  rnmpelling  people  to  l^e 
happy  contrary  to  tht  ii  wishes?  Tin-  advocates  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  trade,  that  is  to  sny,  tlic  slave  merchants  and 
the  phmters,  l)eing  driven  from  all  their  foiin»T  grounds  of 
argument,  hiive  ingeniously  called  in  the  negroes  themselves 
to  answer  the  (piestion,  and  to  oppose  the  aboUtion. — Our 
master's  estate,  say  the  negroes,  mubt  produce  so  much  sugar,  for ' 
which  purpose  so  many  new  negroes  are  annually  purchased ; 
but  if  the  trade  be  put  an  end  to,  and  the  same  quantity  of 
eanes  must  Ife  planted,  the  old  negroes  will  be  obliged  to  do 
the  whole  work  themselves :  if,  therefore,  you  do  not  con> 
tinue  to  impwt,  we  shall  use  our  endeavour  not  to  continue  - 
any  longer  your  staves.—It  lequued  some  ingenuity  to  in- 
vent any  new  argument  in  favour  of  the  continuance  of  the 
trade,  when  the  question  had  been  so  long  and  so  ably  dis- 
cussed.  Its  advocates,  liowever,  seem  to  be  driven  to  the 
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Tsrail,  when  tliej  find  it  necessary  to  call  iti  the  aid  of  slaves  to 
support  the  cause  of  slaver^' ;  but  drowning  men  will  catch  at 
straws. 

It  hixs  freciucntlj  been  rontmded  that  the  mind  of  the 
negro  is  neither  as  susceptible  nor  an  retentive  of  im- 
pressions as  that  of  Europeans;  and  that  we  ought  not, 
tlicrefore,  to  measure  their  feelings  by  our  own.  The  validity 
of  such  ail  opititon  miiy  very  fairly  be  eallftl  in  (luestion,  and 
the  point  considered  as  yd  undecided  wlicilu  r,  aniouo;  the 
different  vaiielicb  of  ihc  huiuan  species,  where  organization  is 
equally  perfect  and  circumsUuices  similar,  the  menial  liu  nlties 
in  each  of  them  may  not  be  capable  of  exerting  an  equal  de- 
gree of  energ}'  ?  The  sadden  enuncipation  of  near  half  a 
million  in  St  Domingo  fonns  a  new  sera  in  the  histoiy  of  man, 
vlucb,  in  the  course  of  a  few  yean,  will  tiinnr  more  fight  on 
the  true  character  of  the  blacks  than  as  many  centmies  have 
hitherto  done.  The  enonnitiei  committed  by  Desaalinea  are 
not  to  be  considered  as  a  criterion  by  which  that  chancter  is 
to  be  estimated.  If  that  i^ack  power  which,  affe»au£fering 
every  horrid  calamity  that  perfidy  and  brutality  could  inflict; 
wrested  at  length  one  of  the  most  feftile  countries  in  the 
world  out  of  the  hands  of  its  inhuman  oppressors,  and  broke, 
the  chains  of  C»;i]lic  tyranny,  should  have  been  n])]c  to  com« 
niand  its  t<Miii)ci  and  arf  witli  mrideration,  Mhich,  had  the 
vnluous  'J  ciubsaint  esca|>ed  the  ian^s  of  Buonaparte,  would 
probably  have  been  the  case; — if,  in  the  ino^ress  of  its  glo- 
rious struggle  for  hberty,  it  should  iiave  hvcu  tortunatr  enough 
to  a\  oid  those  horrors  whieli  stained  the  iVeiich  s\d)V(  ixion, 
(I  will  not  call  it  by  the  respectable  name  of  revolution,) 
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how  much  superior  would  they  have  risen  in  wisdom  and  hu- 
gianity  to  thdr  late  masters,  whom  thej  have  ccrtauily  uot  ex- 
ceeded cither  in  atrocitjr  or  in  folly  I  Such  a  condact,  however, 
could  hardly  be  eipected.  Hie  first  burst  of  enthusiasm, 
from  chains  and  dark  ignorance  to  the  all-cheering  ray  oip 
liberty,  is  a  trymg  moment ;  it  is  a  diange  pregnant  with  in-, 
finite  danger.  The  civiliaed  IVench  have  no  excuse  for  the 
many  horrid  enormities  committed  by  them  in  the  most 
Wanton  and  unprovoked  manner.  The  savage  blacks,  not 
insensible  of  the  horrors  which  have  attended  their  emancipa- 
tion, prochiiiji  to  all  the  world  the  reasons  wliich  compelled 
them  to  acts  of  cruelty.  "  If,"  says  D<?ssalinr'«,  **  any  inno- 
**  cent  persons  have  perished,  their  blood  will  iMil  on  his 
•*  (Buonnfmrfe'*:)  head  ;  because,  hnd  \\\<  bnrbaroufi  lirother- 
*♦  in-law,  Le  Clcrc,  never  landrd  in  tlti^' i-Iaisd,  all  the  \\\a\r 
**  iniiabiLatits  would  yet  have  bceti  aiivc,  60,000  blatk 
**  citizens  fewer  murdered,  and  30,000  of  his  armed  slaves 
"  would  not  have  breathed  their  last  in  tiiis  climate.  It  was 
**  his  avarice,  ambition,  atrocity,  and  treachery,  that  aroused' 
**  our  greatly  oppressed  and  injured  children,  and  separated 
**  us  for  ever  fiom  the  mother  country.'' 

The  new  character,  which  tlie  blacks  have  lately  assumed 

in  St.  Doniini^o,  cannot  fail  of  being  contemplated  with  a 
lively  interest  by  tin  Ir  lirethren  in  the  West  India  islands, 
and  of  crcativ  intluencini?  their  future  conduct.  What  the 
event  of  it  may  turn  out  is  at  present  beyond  all  human  cal- 
<  ulation.  The  dansfcr,  however,  whirfi  threatens  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  our  colonies  is  not  less  certain,  wbether'they  as- 
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sumc  a  regular  govcminent,  or  fiill  iiiU)  a  sta^r  of  irf^n^^ral 
jMinrfhv.  In  the  t'oriner  •cnso,  tJicy  will  use  every  eiuleavour 
to  jit't  llie K  4  of  their  l>!ellireii  free;  and,  in  the  latter,  tJie 
thirst  of  phindcr,  and  aversion  for  labour,  wiil  drive  them  to 
predatory  excursions  oa  the  neighbouring  islands,  where  the 
slaves  will  be  but  too  ready  to  join  them.  Whatever  the  line 
of  conduct  may  be  which  thej  eventuallj  shall  adopt,  to 
bring  them  back  to  slavery  would  be  a  task  that  all  the  ^ 
legions  of  Buonaparte  can  never  aocomi^h.  The  secret 
spelt,  that  caused  die  negro  to  tremble  at  the  presence  of  the 
white  roan,  is%i  a  great  degree  disaolviBd ;  the  supposed  sn< 
pcriority,  by  which  a  hundred  of  the  former  were  kept  in  awe 
and  submission  by  one  of  the  latter,  is  no  longer  acknow- 
ledged ;  tlic  mind  has  broken  its  fettere  with  those  of  tlie 
body,  and  fteedom  of  thought  has  produced  energy  of  actiw. 

If  it  should  unlbrtnnately  happen  that  our  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies  may  ultmiately  be  involved  in  the  fate  of  St. 
Dojiiini:*).  a  (  onsiderable  mass  of  projiert}'  will  no  ti(niht.  I>c 
lost  to  this  ctjuntry ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  cannot  well  be 
denied  that  tins  loss  would  be  productive  of  a  most  iuiportant 
saving  to  the  state,  by  the  number  of  British  sul^ects  who^ 
in  their  removal  to  a  better  climate,  would  escape  a  prema- 
ture death.  The  most  valuable  productions  of  tjie  West  India; 
islands  were  originally  transplanted  from  the  Eas^  -  where  the 
labour  of  slaves  is  not  reqaued«  nor  any  extiaordii]ai7  waste- 
of  Europeans  occasioned.  To  HiaB  source  we  may  agpin  re^ 
cor,  and  India  and  Qiina  may  eventuallj  prove  the  fnai 
sheet  anchors  of  our  commen  i:d  prosperity. 
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The  ruitiof  the  West  India  i?>!aiiils,  it  is  to  be  feared,  would 
equally  afiect  the  tnuiquillitj  of  those  colonies  on  the  GQnti-> 
nent  of  South  America,  in  the  possession  of  the  English  and 
tiie  Dutch,  which  would  tend  in  a  very  material  degree  to 
enhance  the  value  of  the  possessions  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
on  the  same  continent.   But  the  restrictions*  the  exactions, 
and  the  monopolies,  under  which  the  settlements  of  these  two 
powers  are  oppressed,  and  the  total  want  of  encfgy  in  the 
inhalMtants,  \yhich  necessarily  results  trum  sucli  a  sy'^tcm,  are  so 
many  invincible  barriers  against  any  improvement  wliich  favour- 
alilc  circumsf anres  nji2;lit  (it!irnvi<jr'  suggest.    Few  count rics  af- 
i'ovd      great  a  nuir.ixT  (»r  so  gn  al  a  variety  of  valu;ihK-  |>io- 
ducttoiis  as  the  Brazils,    liesulr  t!ie  articlfs  dcscril'i d  in  the 
eight  paiuiings,  which  I  took  notice  of  in  a  liuuKT  c  luipier,  the 
country  produces  an  inexhaustible  supjily  of  the  iinest  timl)er, 
suitable  for  all  the  purposes  of  ci\il  and  naval  architecture; 
hut  the  cutting  and  disposing  of  it  is  a  monopoly  of  the 
Crown.  The  first  object  of  e\'ery  man,  who  obtains  a  ffant 
of  woodland,  is  to  destroy  the  best  trees  as  fast  as  he  can ; 
because  he  is  n6t  only  fcH'bidden  to  send  them  to  market,  but 
may  have  the  additional  mortification  of  being  obliged  to  en- 
tertain the  King's  survejror,  whenever  he  thinks  fit  to  pay  liini 
a  visit,  with  a  ninnerous  retinue,  for  the  purpose  of  telling  the 
timber,  which  he  as  owner  of  the  estate  has  not  the  power  to 
prrvriit.    Yet,  notwithstanding  this  (li^rcniraqing  monopoly, 
topctlicr  with  the  difficulty  of  transpcjrt,  <n\  account  of  the 
badness  of  the  roads,  and  tlic  scarcity  of  shtpwiiglits,  very 
fine  vessels,  e(pud  in  si^c  to  an  English  74<  gun  ship,  have 
been  constructed  at  Bahia  or  St.  Salvador,  and  sent  afloat, 
at  the  expence  <^  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  pounds  a  ton,  which 
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in  l",ng]an(l  \v«ml(i  liave  cost  from  tweuty-four  to  thirty-lour 
pounds  a  ton. 

Wheat,  barlrv,  Guinea  com,  raiUet  and  all  the  Eftropeaa 
and  tropical  grains  are  produced  in  the  greatest  abundanoe; 
and  aJl  species  of  provisions  and  supplies  for  vicUiallnig  and 
storing  ships*  and  fitting  them  out  for*  actual  service  at  sea» 
arc  procurable  at  moderate  rates  in  almost  all  tlic  ports  of  tlie 
Bm/il>.  At  Uio  dc  Janeiro  alone  a  navy  might  be  built, 
equipped,  and  fitted  witli  every  necessary  for  a  sea  voyage, 
sufficient  to  command  tttc  navigation  of  the  Southern  Atlantic ; 
and  thr  fisheries,  bv  proper  enrourasement,  T^'ould  create  a 
nrver-tailinj;  .sii})ply  ot  seaiaen.  lioth  the  black  whale  aiid 
the  spermaceti  are  plcutiful  ou  f very  part  of  the  coasts 

In  addition  to  tlie  timber  for  naval  pur[>oses,  wliicli  every 
where  abounds,  the  forests  of  the  Bra^b  supply  a  nmnbcr  ol 
valuable  woods  for  dyeing,  as  the  Casalpinea  BrazHiensis  or 
]&asilletta,  the  Hamatoxyhm  CampeehiaaMm  or  logwood,  and 
Hhc  Monu  tinctoria  or  fustic  wood,  all  of  which,  however, 
are  royal  monopolies.  Of  medicinal  plants  they  have  the 
iMurk,  the  jalap,  the  ipecacuanha  root,  the  palma  Christi, 
and  many  others  too  numerous  to  mention, .  with  a  great 
variety  of  odoriferous  plants,  and  Irees  that  yield  turpentine, 
gums,  and  resins.  ToI):kco  and  peppo*  may  be  cultivated 
to  any  extent,  and  the  fields  and  the  forests  afTord  an  inex- 
haustible supply  of  wax  and  honey.  'J'he  trop;(  al  fntils  of 
every  desciiptiou.  whether  of  the  rnstern  or  we>t('ru  hrnii- 
sphere,  :!ve  ^ood  111  <]i:;ihty  ajid  nbuiuhnitly  plrulif'iil.  'llie 
oranges,  pine  ap])ies,  and  maugpei»  arc  exquisite.    Ail  kinds 
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ot  vegetables,  but  especially  sweet  potatoes,  yams,  r.irlons, 
brinjals,  an<l  cucumbers,  arc  plcnniul  and  cheap,  m  indeed 
arc  provisions  of  every  clescnpLioa.  I  hi  rc  is  also  an  excellent 
fish  maj'ket,  wcU  supplied  every  morning  with  a  great  variety 
of  fiih  tbat  aie  caught  in  tbe  harbour. 

Tbe  fertile  and  extenave  plains  of  South  America  abound 
with  innumerable  h«^  of  horaBS  and  homed  cattle ;  'but  tbe 
richness  of  the  «<»],  audits  total  want  of  culture^  produce  onlj 
such  passes  9s  are  too  coarse,  and  Ibeir  juices  too  acrid»  fin* 
the  sustenance  of  sheep.  Oxen  even  do  not  thrive  upon  them, 
witlioiit  the  occasional  use  of  salt;  and  as  the  exclusive  privi- 
Icige  of  importing  this  article,  essential  for  the  preservation  both 
of  man  and  beast,  from  the  islands  of  Sal  and  Mayo,  is  farmed 
out  as  a  monopoly  of  the  Crnwn,  it  is  necessarily  sold  at  an 
extravagant  price,  and  is  frequently  not  to  be  purchased  on 
any  terms.  The  salt  that  would  he  required  to  preserve  the 
jcarcase  of  an  ox  costs  in  general  about  tlirice  as  iuuch  as  the 
whole  animal.  Yet  there  is  no  want  of  salt  on  the  coast  of 
Brazil,  if  the  inhalntants  weie  permitted  to  manufibctofe  it. 
Wherevor  it  is  made  with  ^litj»  or  deponted  by  spontaneous 
evaporation,  it  is  immediatdj  claimed  as  die  exclusive  right 
of  the  Crown,  which,  howerer,  has  cjmdesoended  to  bestow  a 
remarkable  indulgence  to  the  inhabitants  of  certain  part^  of  the 
sea-coast,  by  allowing  them  to  collect,  for  tlieir  own  use, 
what  nature  has  spontaneously  thrown  in  their  way;  but 
tliey  arc  forbidden,  hi  tlie  most  positive  tenns,  to  carry  a 
sinijlp  ijrain  of  it  cither  to  St.  Salvador,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  or 
any  ot  the  j>rnir  ij);i!  L:o\('i!ini(  nts  of  the  liraziln.  The  mono- 
poly of  salt  IS  fstiuKited  to  pnxhicc  to  the  Crown  of  Portujral 
about  15,000/.  a  year.   Thus,  for  the  sake  of  reaiii:iug  so 
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pitiful  a  sum,  thousands  of  cattle  arc  suffered  to  perish,  the 
carcasei»  of  sudi  as  are  slauglitered,  for  the  sake  of  the  l^ide^ 
onljr,  to  be  thnnm  away,  the  fisliniM  on  tiie  comit  are 
checked,  and  in  a  great  dcjgree  rcnderad  useless,  and  one 
great  soorce  of  coauneroe  and  navigation  entiiely  dried  up. 
At  RiO'  the  piice  of  a  moderate  sixed  ot  is  not  more  than 
twenty  shilliogs,  and  in  the  interior  only  from  five  to  ten 
'  shillings.  In  &ct,  the  hide  is  considered  as  the  only  vahiabie 
part,  and  the  carcase  is  left  to  the  tyger  or  the  panther,  the 
eaglc^  the  condor,  and  such  other  birds  and  beasts  of  prey  as 
abound  in  the  country.  The  condition  of  the  graziers  in  the 
Brav^ils  ajipt  ai-s  to  be  pretty  much  the  same  as  that  of  the 
Diiu  h  lujors  at  thp  Cape  of  (iood  Hope.  Hich  in  the 
pusscshiuii  of  tliousunds  of  cattle,  tlicy  are  deficient  in 
'  every  conitbrl  oi  life ;  without  society,  without  clothing, 
and  without  decent  habitations.  They  arc  even  wor^ 
dian  the  Dutch  boors,  for  these  can  move  about  in  their 
covered  waggons  over  thdr  barren  heaths,  but  in  the  fer- 
tile and  well-woodcd  regions  of  South  America  there  are 
yet  no  roads  that  will  admit  the  convenience  bf  a  wheel 
carriage. 

In  all  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Fortuguezc  govern- 
nR  lit,  with  regard  to  its  colonies,  there  seems  to  be  a  system 

ot'  diseouragcment  which  cannot  be  explained  on  any  prin- 
ci})le  of  jMjlicy,  except  ti  nt  which  is  founded  on  an  appre- 
hension lest,  by  t<K)  imu  h  prosperity,  tliey  might  feel  dis- 
posed to  nuike  nti  aUi mpt  at  iiulepcjuleiK c,  which  sooner  or 
laler  v.  ill  tciliiinJy  bo  l  iic  case  \\  lih  the  1  h-azilians.  'i'iio 
(\)  it  oi  Lisbon,  for  iaslaucc,  no  sooner  discovere^l  that 
si.i;u.s  could  be  rai&cd  in  any  quantity,  and  afforded  in  the 
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markets  of  Europe  at  reasonable  prices,  than  it  tbooglit  pro- 
per to  impose  on  them  an  export  dufy  of  90  per  cent.,  which 
operated  as  an  immediate  check  on  the  gi'owth  of  this  article. 
MTien  the  cultivation  of  the  Indigo  plant  had  been  consider- 
ably extended,  and  the  preparation  sufficiently  understood, 
so  as  to  enable  the  colonists  to  meet  their  competitors  in  the 
markets  of  Europe,  tliis  article  was  assumed  as  a  rov  al  rndno- 
poly.    Among  the  valuable  plants,  whose  cultivatitJii  if  noi, 
much  encouraged  was  at  least  allowed,  is  the  cottou  hiiiub. 
Large  cargoes  of  raw  cotton  wool,  consigned  to  tlie  merchants 
of  Lisbon,  ibond  their  way  into  the  manufacturing  markets 
of  Enrope.   Unluckily  for  the  colomstSt  the  warehouses  of 
Lisbon  irere  filled  with  this  artide  at  the  Teiy  moment  when 
Portugal  snfamiAted  to  nc^gociate  with  France  for  the  prioe  of 
its  nentraiily.  Not  having  money  to  offisr,  the  repadoos 
agent  of  Erance  proposed  to  take  merchandise.  The  cotton 
from  the  Brasils  was  pointed  out  for  this  purpose ;  and  the 
Portugueze  government  directed  it  to  be  delivered  to  the  order 
of  the  French,  without  any  stipulation  as  to  the  price  or  time 
of  pajment.    'Flie  growers  in  the  Brazils  were  of  course  dis- 
gusted with  such  a  prorpcrlini^,  and  will  he  cantiou«5  in  future 
how  tliey  consign  any  more  of  tliis  article!  to  the  merchants 
of  Lisbon.    The  exclusive  piivile<z;e  of  collectinjr  gold  dust 
and  diamonds  is  farmed  out  as  a  monopoly  of  t  he  Crown, 
which  gains,  however,  quite  as  little  by  this  assumed  right  as 
the  colonists  lose  by  the  restriction. 

The  same  spirit  of  discoufagement  whidi  refiises  them  the 
fiee  use  of  salt,  though  a  spontaneous  product  of  nature,  has 
positirdy  Ibffoidden  them  to  make  any  wine  even  for  their 
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own  oonauinption«  It  has  indeed  been  pretended  by  soine» 
and  believed  bjr  many,  that  the  grapes  which  are  produced 
in  North  or  South  America  are  totally  unfit  for  the  nmking 
of  vine ;  but  the  people  of  Rio  de  Jandro  are  suificiently 
convinced  of  tlic  contnuyt  and  consider  the  ])rohibition  as 
not  one  of  the  least  grievance!^  under  which  they  labour.  Tlie 
grapes  here  arc  rcmarkahly  large  and  juicy,  aiid  it  is  too  ab- 
surd to  suppose  tor  n  inonicnt  that  ixnod  grapes  will  not  make 
good  wine.    A  nun  h  belt*  r  reason  may  be  assigned  for  the 
cause  of  this  resit  it;tiou.    Tiie  i't^itugal  Company,  as  it  is 
usually  called,  pays  Lo  the  Crown  an  anniuil  sum  for  the 
privilege  of  the  monopoly ;  and  tiie  couiiefpicucc  of  tliis  is 
lliat  a  bottle  of  gooil  port  wine  costs  ib  the  sea-port  towns  of 
the  Biaatib  a  dollar*  and  in  the  interior  not  less  than  two 
dollars,  lliat  the  fat  soils  of  America  are  too  heavy  for  » 
succulent  pkuit,  which  wilt  vegetate  freely  in  dry  ^and  or 
rilbbish»  may  be  easily  conceived ;  but  that  the  vine  should 
not  grow  as  well  in  America  as  in  the  barren  soils  of  the 
island  of  Madeira  or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  if  planted  in 
proper  situations,  is  too  absurd  to  be  mentioned.    I  sliali  l>c 
told,  perhaps,  on  high-  authority,  that  not  only  plants  but 
"men  and  brute  animals  have  brrn  fnnnd  to  de^rf^ivernte,  on 
being  transphuited  to  Anicrieu.    It' the  tact  w  vvr  true,  \-.  lii(  h 
may  fairly  be  questioned,  even  this  v  lil  adnnt  lA'  uu  explana- 
tion on  very  simple  and  natural  principiis.    The  most  un- 
health}'  coimtiii  s  aie  tliobe  wht  ic  tadluatiou  has  been  least 
extended,  and  whei-e  the  exulx'rant  products     a  fislile  soil 
and  a  warm  climate  have  blen.  left  to  a  spontaneous  decom- 
position  on  the  surface  by  tlic  putrefactive  fermentation, 
llie  mephitic  vapour,  or  hydnMrarbonous  gas  perpetually 
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ftrming  under  sudi  dcciimstaiiccs,  is  not  only  noxious-  to 
animal  life,  but  in  many  instances  destructive  of  it  The 
myriads  of  insects  that  are  engmdered  in  the  woods  and 
ntanabes  of  a  warm  dimate  are  a  constant  ttmnent  In  &ct, 
Ike  life  of  man,  in  such  situations,  is  so  much  occupied  in 
providing  against  annoyances,  that  he  has  littte  time  or  in- 
clination to  exert  his  froiltiea.  If  theii  <  nr  very  of  mind  may 
be  allowi'tl  to  have  any  relation  to  ease  ol  hudy.  aiul  the  con- 
nection will  liardlv  hv  disputed,  it  is  not  a  niatter  of  surprize 
that  men  of  tr^'nius  liave  hitherto  nuely  ap[>''annl  in  America. 
T  have  no  notion,  tor  my  own  part,  ridiculous,  as  it  nia\  ap- 
pear to  those  Avho  luive  never  trav  elied  beyond  the  t(  iiiiit  rate 
regions  of  Europe,  how  any  man  ean  think  to  the  pur^iose, 
even  while  a  little  mosquito,  insignificant  as  it  is,  shall  be 
liiimtnmg  in  his  ear. 

•  Neither  man  nor  qnadmpeds  can  be  said  to  thrive  well,  or 
to  enjoy  an  appaient  vigour  of  health,  in  the  neighbouriiood 
of  Bio  de  Janeiro.  During  the  season  of  rains,  and  for  a 
month  or  six  weeks  aflerwards,  dysenteries  and  interroittent 
fevers  are  ahnost  universal.  All  the  hills  behind  tlte  town, 
the  numerous  islands  in  the  harljour,  and  every  part  of  its 
shores,  are  covered  with  forests,  iiilcrNpcr'icd  witli  uncultivated 
plains  and  tracts  of  marshy  ground,  wlicre  a  constant  process 
of  deca}',  and  the  reproduction  of  rank  grass  and  sedges,  fur- 
nish the  materials  uf  u  constant  tcrmcutaiion. 

Notwithstanding  tlie  vexations,  restrictions,  and  monopo- 
lies, which  the  Portngaa»  government  has  imposed  on  the 
trade  and  production^  of  its  colonies  in  South  America,  so 
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*  .  considerable  has  of  late  years  been  the  value  ol  ilioir  exparta, 
and  hO  niggarUl y  are  tlie  European  supplieji  furnished  by  the 
mother  couutiy,  that  they  draw  an  amuial  balance  in  hard 
specie  of  at  least  Ittlf  a  inillkMi  steriing,  by  means  of  a  daa- 
destine  trade  with  Eo^b  whalen*  Americans,  and  the  ships 
of  other  nations,  which  find  it  convenient  to  fake  off  their 
hands  their  suipkis  produce.  This  money  is  niostfj  aundc  in 
the  purchase  of  dayeB»  twenty  thousand  of  whom,  as  I  have 
abeady  stated,  are  annually  imported,  of  which,  at  the  wat^ 
derate  late  of  twenty  pounds  a-head,  the  oost  is  400,D00iL 

Most  of  the  woollen,  linen,  and  cotton  cloths,  consumed 

in  tiie  Brazils,  are  of  British  manufacture;  and  the  creater 
part  of  coarse  Indian  goods  used  by  them  have  also  been  sn]K 
plied  from  London,  through  Lisbon,  except  such  as  are 
th^o^vn  in  direct  from  the  former  hy  clandestine  means.  For 
all  these  supplies,  lio\ve\ cr,  tlicy  have  valuable  prodnets  to 
give  in  return,  if  their  govcrauictit  would  only  aliow  tiieni  the 
benefit  of  a  free  trade.  In  many  of  Uie  Spanish  dominions 
on  the  same  continent  this  is  not  the  case.  On  the  western 
coast  they  have  little  produce  to  part  with  except  specif 
which  tikey  liberally  exchange  with  our  adventurers  in  return 
for  the  necessaries  of  life.  In  this  manner  a  small  portion  of 
the  silver  dug  out  of  the  mines  of  Potou  findsits  way  direct  to 
Ihe  Thames.  And  in  addition  to  the  balance  which  the  Por- 
tu!::urze  settlements  in  the  Brazil:^  draw  in  Specie  from  Europe 
and  Nciili  America,  they  receive  perhaps  an  equal  sum  from 
supplying  the  Spanish  settlements,  through  Rio  de  la  Plata,  not 
only  with  rarions  articles  of  their  own  production,  but  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  European  manufactures,  all  of  which 
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«ie  coaTCjed  by  ixnugi^en  fiom  BahU,  Rio  de  Janeiro  and 
St.  Catfaarine's  to  Monte  Video.  It  ia  not  easj  to  calculate 
what  the  price,  to^he  real  coimimer,  would  be  of  EngUsh 
broad  cloth,  sent  from  London  to  Lisbon,  from  Lisbon  to  the 
"Bnmilff,  and  thence  to  the  Spanish  colonics ;  but  hi^  as  it 
mnst  necessarily  be,  the  inhabitants  <jf  these  colonics  would 
he  cxc  ecdiaglyglad  to  obtain  ten  times  the  quantity  at  the 
same  rate. 

Few  of  flic  Braajilian  colonists  entertain  the  idt-a  of  ever 
returning  to  Portugal.    Their  condiliou  in  Souili  America  is 
veiy  diffisRnt  fitutt  lliat  of  our  coontiyinen  in  fiiieigQ  settk- 
ments.  Tlicse  exert  their  utmost  eneigy  to  amass  a  fortune, 
in  the  hope  of  enjoying  it  at,booie:  while  those  see  as  little 
pmpect  of  leftnming  to  Eoiope  with  the  means  of  a  comfort- 
able snbibtenoe  as  a  convict  can.  expect  to  return  with  a  for- 
tune from  Botany  Bay.  Even  the  military  officers,  whose 
turn  of  duty  requires  their  being  sent  to  the  Bnizils,  seldom 
if  ever  return.     Beulg  kept  beyond  their  time  of  ser\  ice, 
they  are  indi^ced  to  marry,   heget  a  progern',   and  sctUe 
in  the  countrv  :  tlius  !n«in<T  si^hf  in  a  oreat  decree  of  the 
uiollier  couutrv,  and  naiuraiiy  ht  ronnn!^  less  indisposed  to 
sepanitc  from  i(.    Somr  of  the  leading  men  spoke  very  freely 
on  this  suhjt'fi  whcu  ue  were  there,  and  I  should  coni.  Iii*l<' 
liial  cMcumsiances  have  tiot  changed  nnich  in  I'avonr  (  I  the 
covemment  since  that  liiac  .    There  is  little  doubt  thai  a  man 
of  bkill,  ot"  spirit  and  reputation,  might  at  this  moment  easily 
spur  them  on  to  declare  their  independence.  Still,  however^ 
I  am  inclined  to  bdievo  that  one  of  their  own  countrymen 
from  Europe  would  be  more  acceptdble  as  a  diief  than  either 
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a  colonist  or  a  foreigner.  The  bulk  of  the  p^ple  are  at- 
tached to  the  nnme  of  tlicir  country,  their  religion,  and  their 
lantruaoe  :  i\nd  I  am  ]x  r^-uaded  that  if  tin?  Court  of  Portugal 
had  suthcient  enci  oy  ;iiul  activity  to  transplant  itsell  to  the 
Brazils,  as  was  otice  intended  when  the  Spaniar(ls  invaded 
them,  H  uiighty  and  biiliiant  empire  might  s|>eedilv  be  created 
in  South  America,  to  counterpoise  the  growing  power  ol"  the 
United  States  in  the  northern  part  of  that  continent.  The 
ionner  ponesses  many  advantages  over  the  latter ;  in  fertility 
of  soil,  in  the  value  ofits  productions,  in  diniate^  and  in  goo- 
graphical  positioo,  eminently  &vouraUe  for  conmiunicatioiL 
and  commerce  with  every*  nation  of  the  dviliaed  irorid. 

A  change  in  the  government  of  the  Bramls,  v  heiher  e^ 

fected  by  themselves  or  by  a  foreign  {lower,  necessarily  implies 

a  change  in  the  present  condition  of  Portugal,  against  which, 

indeed,  she  lias  hltle  security,  whenever  it  mn}'  suit  the 

caprice  or  the  convenience  of  tliat  despotic  power  wliieh  lias 

so  lonii  heen  svitferiMl  to  ovemwe  the  ptity  states  of  Kurope. 

Such  an  evi  iit,  it  cannot  lie  deni«'d,  wonld  h<>  atteiuh'd  with 

a  temporary  check  to  certain  branches  of  the  conunerce  and 

maijuluctures  of  England,  but  not  perhaps  with  that  serious 

injury  which  mercantile  men  seem  to  apprehend.   There  is  a 

prejudice  in  &vout  of  the  trade  with  PortngaL  tba  treaty 

between  this  country  and  England  haa  stood  the  teat  of  seve* 

lal  reigns,  and  is  so  fiir  entitled  to  nespect ;  but,  in  these  days 

of  superior  knowledge  and  impiovanrat,  I  have  heard  its 

wisdom  and  its  policy  strongly  called  in  question.    By  the 

terms  of  the  treaty  we  are  to  admit  the  wines  of  !Portugal  to 

an  entry  in  our  ports  at  two-thirds  of  the  duties  levied  on  the 

t 

\ 
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faiportaiian  of  other  idnes,  in  oonndenition  of  PcMtu^  ad- 
mitting our  wooUen  dotfas,  not  as  we  do  tbdr  wines  at  a 
reduced  duty,  but  just  on  the  same  terms  as  woollen  cloths 
are  admitted  by  them  from  any  other  country.  It  is  con- 
tended, therefore,  that  by  this  treaty  n c  have  concedetl  to 
Portu^l  a  deeided  advautawe,  withnut  receiving  the  least  con- 
sideration in  return  ;  and  that  too  m  taking  ofV  Ik  v  hands  an 
article  whit  ii  iuj  nation  on  earth  would  consent  to  take  except 
England,  wliiUt  our  mauuiactuies  are  saleable  in,  and  ac- 
ceptable to,  all  nations.  Viewing  it  in  this  light  it  wotdd 
ootainly  appear  that*  notwidwtanding  tiie  boattei}  wisdcHn 
of  our  aacestan,  the  Poftngnese  had  the  advantage  in  the 
fianung  of  this  treatj. 

.The  trade,  however,  thou^  eveij  way  against  as,  is  never- 
theless of  great  importance  to  En^aod,-  00  account  of  its  de- 
mand for  our  manufactures  and  produce,  of  the  number  of 
shipping  it  cmplo^-s,  and  of  the  very  consideral)le  sum  which 
it  brings  in  aid  of  the  revenue.  The  following  sketch  is  not 
oflfered  as  an  aeeuratc  statement,  but  it  may  be  considered  as 
pretty  nearly  the  truth. 

The  quantity  of  wine  shipped  .it  0|>orto  for  (  ireat 
Briiaui  and  her  colonies  is  cstiinatcd  at  6(),(XjO  ^ 
pijK,!*,  wliich  at2j/.  average  price  amounts  to  1,500,000 
From  lisixtt  and  other  ports,  12,000  at  IS/.  144,000 
From  Madeira,  IS^OOO  at  SO/,  per  pipe       -  360,000 
Fruit,  preserves.  Sec,        ...  46/XX> 


^Amount  £.i/>SOfiOO 
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AmiMmt  bnniglit  fbnraid  X<  ^fiSOfiOO' 
WooUena*  linens,  India  and  Scotch  muslins,  iron 
ware,  and  other  articles,  Uie  gi'owth  and  manu- 
facture of  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  ex- 
ported  to  Portug^         -         -  -      -  l,&&0fiQO 

Balance  against  England  500,000 

And  if  \vc  suppose  that  of  the  84,000  pipes  of  v.inc^  (ex- 
ported from  Portugal  and  Madeira.  60,000  ouly  pay  duties 
and  eidse  in  Gieat  Britain,  which  it  making'^'an  ample  al- 
lowanoe.  Sat  the  cdooiest  the  sum  raised  as  revenue  at  50/. 
per  pipe,  which  is  less  than  it  actuaUj  is,  wiU  amount  to 
SfiCOfiOOl  steriiDg. 

Admitting  then  diat  Portngal  may  eventuallj  tbttpe  the 

same  &te  as  Spain,  this  source  of  commofoe  will  necessarily 
be  diiod  up  ;  and  it  may  be  asked,  in  what  new  channels  will 
it  then  tlow  ?  Would  the  whole  Brazils,  if  eren  ii|  our  posses- 
sion, take-  in  manufactures  and  produrc  an  equivalent  for 
wliat  should  lose  by  the  loss  of  our  trade  with  Portugal, 
and  alTord  u>>  return  rarsjocs  of  e(pial  vahie,  and  which  would 
rontrilniU'  an  ei|ual  sum  to  the  revenue  of  the  state?  In 
their  procnt  coiuUtion,  I  have  no  hebilution  in  saying,  they 
certainly  would  uot;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  have  little 
douht  diat  by  removing  the  obstacles  that  have  impeded  cul* 
lavation,  abolishing  monopolies,  reducing  the  impolitic  duties 
on  exports,  and  opening  a  communication  by  good  roads 
between  the  principal  ports  and  tfie  interior  setdements,  they 
would  not  only  in  a  few  yeais  consume  more  than  Portugal 
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now  takes  from  us,  but  would  be  able  to  meet  the  value  of 
•upplies  teat  out  to  tfaem  in  the  important  articles  of  coffee, 
oocoa,  cotton,  indigov  ragar,  drags,  timber,  and  odier  com- 
modities, wfaidi  by  propa  encouragement  might  be  produced 
to  any  extent.  Nor  would  the  tvrenue  be  any  great  sufierer. 
The  deficit  in  duties  would  be  more  than  made  up  by  the 
nines  of  Portugal,  whicli,  like  those  of  France,  would  stiU 
find  tiieir  way  into  England,  and  tlu-  more  readily  since  no 
other  nation  would  take  them  oif  her  hands  on  any  terms. 
ComnMBrce,  like  water,  will  always  find  its  own  level.  The 
stream  may  flow  in  diffen  nt  rhatuiels  witlj  different  degrees  of 
rapidity,  and  may  be  diverted  l\v  various  obstacles  from  a 
direct  course,  but  it  will  ultimately  succeed  in  u orkini;  out 
a  pa?5«afje,  and  find  its  way  to  the  great  rtstrvoir  which  is 
dc&tii»ed  to  re(civ#*  it.  That  nation  which  commands  the 
ocean  can  at  all  liuies  direct  the  commerce  of  the  world. 

If  any  material  change  should  be  cflfected  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Poxtugaese  possessions  in  South  America,  the 
Spanish  colonies  would  soon  be  induced  to  fdlow  the  ex- 
ample.  These,  in  lact,  are  stiD  more  oppressed  than  tlie 
other,  or  at  least  more  effectually  debarred  from  the  means  of 
procuring  tlie  comforts  of  life,  in  the  midst  of  all  fbcir  gold 
and  silver.  It  may  be  true,  what  I  have  heard  asserted,  that 
eight  hundred  London  built  earrinjies  roll  the  streets  of 
Mexico,  but  it  i'^  also  true  that  eiiihl  ininiixis  (jf  |)('o])le,  wliieli 
is  the  least  calculation  the  Spanish  colonies  ai-c  supposed  to 
contain,  mav  a1nio>L  be  literally  said  to  co  naked  tor  want  of 
clothinir.  Our  South  Sea  vvhalcrt,  are  well  aware  of  the  value 
of  this  article,  and  few  of  them,  wliich  arc  intended  to  double 
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Cape  HocD,  leave  tfau  country  wiUiout  taking  on  board  a 
supply  of  Hoimumtli-Stveet  clothing,  cm  which  tfatf  least 
pn^t  fhej  calcuhite  is  800  per  emt.  In  lact,  as  I  before' 
ofaBerred,  Ihey  hare  little  or  notJui^  but  money,  aad  as  the 
gornnment  of  Spam  will  nether  supi^j  them  itself  with  the 
oonvenicncies  of  life*  nor  suffer  other  powers  tu  do  it,  they 
must  either  pay  extravagantly  for  what  they  can  obtain  clao- 
destinely,  or  quietly  submit  to  the  scanty  provision  which  a 
country  without  agriculture  and  witliout  nianufactures  is 
capabic  of  affordinj^.  Tf  the  ojold  and  silver  mines  of  South 
America  have  contributed  so  little  t<»  tiie  comfort  and  happi- 
ness of"  the  colonist,  there  h  hut  toogo(xl  reabon  i'or  believing 
tlx  v  have  been  equally  (letiiinental  to  the  Court  of  Spain, 
and  injurious  to  tlie  S}>«uusli  character,  llie  advice  which 
the  Latin  poet  has  put  into  the  mouth  of  Juno,  with  regard 
to  Bxime,  is  but  too  apphcafaJe  to  Spain  and  itB  colonies  in 
Sondi  Anmica. 

**  Aurum  Irrepntam,  et  sic  melius  ntuOi^ 
^        **  Quum  terra  celat,  ^terneve  fbnior» 
«  Qukm  cogeie  hvnaim  in  mns 
«f  Onae  Mcnu  npinlB  ieoAJ* 

^  •    «  Let  lier  tfie  goUeu  tube  despite  j 
«*  For  deep  in  earth  it  better  iies, 
«  Than  when  by  hands  profane,  from  nature's  store, 
**  To  humaa  use  compcli'd,  fiaoics  f<»th.  the  sacred  ore." 

Whatever  step  the  Com  t  of  Portugal  may  be  compelled  to 
take  in  the  present  ciiticai  juncture,  it  will  behove  Eiy^land 
to  keep  a  watcliful  eye  on  its  colonies,  and  especially  those 
<tf  the  Brasils.  Woce  the  Twaidi  once  sufiered  to  get  posses- 
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flioo  of  lUo  de  JancnrOi  difi  ntttunil  strength  of  the  couutrj  is 
io  oommaDding,  aod  the  adTantag^s  it  potBeaaet  so  iniport- 
siit»  dial  it  would  be  no  easy  matter  to  drive  them  out  of  it 
bj  force,  or  prevail  on  than  to  quit  it  by  treaty.  I  am  not 
sure  also  that,  next  to  one  of  the  royal  family  of  Portugal^ 
Preodk  interest  might  not  preponderate  in  the  interior  of  the 
country,  where  Uic  descendants  of  the  French  Jesuits  are  not 
unmindful  of  their  origin;  and  with  whom  the  restoration  of 
the  order  would  be  attended  with  no  smtill  degree  of  influence. 
And  although  in  the  sea-port  towns  the  trndin?  part  of  the  na- 
tion might  i'vr\  it  thfir  interest  to  tin'ow  theul:^*■'^  <  s  nndt  r  the 
protection  of  the  JMiglisli  llag,  thinking  by  i>ucn  a  change  to 
acquire  a  free  and  inirestmined  conum  ree ;  yet  such  is  the 
sway  M  iiu  h  the  priesthood  possesses  over  the  hiii y,  that  the 
difficulties  are  innnensc  which  a  Protestant  goxcrnnient  would 
have  to  encounter.  It  is  probable  also  that  the  present  im- 
becile gpvemment  of  Portugal  may  be  compiled  to  court  an 
alliance  with  France,  though  the  result  must  inevitably  be  ^ 
fuinoas  to  her  present  declining  trade  and  to  her  colonies. 

It  has  been  a  sort  of  popular  specuUition,  dwt  the  present 
war  would  be  the  means  of  vevolntioninng  South  Ammca. 
Those  whose  ex}>ectado6s  arc  sanguine  on  this  point  have  not 
perhaps  suffidaitiy  examined  the  situation  of  the  colonists. 
Re\  olutions  in  states,  whore  each  individual  has  some  interest 
in  their  weit'are,  are  not  t  tVeeted  without  the  most  serious 
calamities;  what  then  must  tlie  eonse(ineriees  be  in  a  country, 
where  the  number  of  skives  exceeds  iIk'  projjrietors  ol'  the  soil 
in  at  least  a  tenfold  proi)()rli(Mi,tiic  former  ul' whom  would  desire 
nothing  moic  eurncsliy  than  an  opportunity'  of  getting  rid  of 


4 


Digitized  by  Google 


i 


134  THE  BRAZILS. 

their  masters  ?  The  horrors  attending  such  a  revolution  would 
most  mliiUiby  not  be  less  eaonnous  tliau  those  which  dis- 
graced the  revolution  of  St  Domingo.  In  j»omoijug  ^uch 
re?olutHM»  I  tnut  Engfand  wiSi  never  be  ooooenied,  being 
folly  coovinoed  that  however  mudh  South  America  miglit 
by  a  quiet  change  cf  masters,  ahe  would  very  aoon  be 
thrown  back  into  a  state  of  barbarinn  by  levdations. 

For  tKe  sectmty  and  conrenienre  of  the  Indian  trade  the 
situation  of  Kio  de  Janeiro  is  eniiuently  advantageous,  and 
the  harbour  is  well  suited  lor  e\  erj  naval  purpose ;  and 
tJiougli  it  seems  to  be  capable  of  an  easy  defence,  yet  it 
scarcely  can  be  considered  as  pertecLly  wicuife,  unless  the 
same  power  has  possession  also  of  the  windward  port  of 
Bebia  or  St.  Salvador  to  the  northward.  This  port  is  said 
to  afford  superior  advantages  for  a  naval  arsenal  and  dock- 
yards even  to  those  of  Bio.  The  ishind  of  St.  Catharine  to 
the  Routhwdrcl  is  likewise  an  important  station,  so  situated 
that  Rio  de  la  Plata  will  always  be  cntiidy  at  the  mercy  of 
tliat  power  who  is  in  the  possession  of  it.  We  know  littk: 
more  of  this  island  than  what  the  elegant  writer  of  Anson's 
voyage  has  said  of  it.  "  I'he  soil  of  the  island  is  truly  lux- 
"  uriant,  pnjducing  fruits  of  most  kinds  spontaneously  ;  and 

the  ground  is  covered  over  with  one  continued  forest  of 
"  trees  of  a  |u  1  [x-tual  v,erdure.  wliirli,  from  the  exuberance 
"  of  the  soil,  ail  sd  cntnnff^K  ii  wiili  briars,  thorns,  and  under- 
*'  wood,  as  to  form  a  tliii  kt  t  absolutely  impenetrable,  except 
*'  by  some  narrow  juulpaths  whieh  the  inhabitantjt  have  nuidc 
"  for  their  own  con\enienee.  'Die  woods  are  extrcniclv 
"  fragrant,  from  the  many  aromatic  trees  and  shrubs  with 
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**  wiiicli  tlicy  abound;  and  tlic  irnits  and  \ C!2;*'tHbleb  ui'  all 
**  dinjatfs  thrive  here  almost  i\  iihuut  cultare,  aud  arc  to  be 
**  prut  uit'tl  111  great  plenty. "  'J'hc  water  he  reprejtents  ai»  ex- 
cellent, both  on  the  island  and  tlie  opposite  continent.  It 
has  u  guod  liarbonr;  and  Uic  province  of  Rio  Giaad^  winch 
is  fertile  in  pfoducls  of  gnin  and  fruit,  and  abundant  in 
cattle,  lias  a  diract  and  ymnediate  coouuiinication  with  it. 

■r 

Rio  de  Janeiro  must,  however,  be  oonwdered  as  the  gnmd 
centud  point  on  the  coast  of  tlie  Breailsy  from  which  every 
other  part  of  it  may  at  any  time  be  overawed.  And  as  little 
seems  to  have  been  published  of  its  military  strengtli  and  de- 
fences, arid  every  piece  of  intcllifrence,  however  scanty,  may 
in  tlie  coui-so  of  tlio  prcsont  contest  be  found  of  some  use,  I 
'have  annexed  to  this  chapter  a  military  sketch  of  that  part 
of  tlic  harbour  whicli  is  fortified,  witli  references  to  n  cor- 
responding phitc  of  views  of  the  coast  and  town,  with  the 
various  (oris,  lines,  and  works  by  which  they  are  defended. 
The  exact  strength  of  these  we  had  not  the  means  of  ascer- 
taining aocofatd J ;  but  we  obafirved  1hat»  on  the  aanivenarjr 
of  the  Queen  of  Fbrtug^li  birtb^day;  seven  dififerent  feits, 
betwem  the  passage  into  the  harbour  and  the  town,  fired  each 
a  royal  ulute  from  veiy  heavy  metal.  Captain  Parish  was 
informed  by  some  of  the  officers  of  the  garriaon  that  the  re- 
gular force  consisted  of  two  squadrons  of  cavalry,  two  regi- 
ments of  artillery,  six  regiments  of  infantry,  two  battalioos-of 
disciplined  militia,  and  two  hundred  disciplined  free  negroes, 
making,  in  the  whole,  a  body  exceeding  ten  thousand  nif^n, 
1  liave  no  doubt,  however,  of  this  account  being  greatly  ex- 
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agcerated  :  foi,  in  the  course  of  a  tlirre  ^vccks'  residence,  in 
i^liit'h  we  visited  every  (|u;u  tcr  of  the  to^vii  ;uid  its  neighbour- 
hood, we  saw  nothing  tiiat  could  wairaut  any  bucii  conclu> 
tioa ;  and  I  should  Father  be  inclined  to  tiunk  that  the  whole 
force  of  the  Bnunls,  from  one  ezticmity  to  tiie  othnr»  did 
not  amount  in  regular  troops  to  more  than  ten  thonaaod 
men. 
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CHAP.  VL 

I 

THE  ISLAVDS  OP  TltlSTAlT  DA  CUNUA  AHD  AVKTSBDAM. 

Advantageous  Situation  of  Tristan  da  Cunha — Descnplton  and  Dimensiom  of 
the  Island  of  Amsterdan^— Crater— Other  vulcanic  Apptaranccs— Thermal 
Springs — Bodmg  fish  in  l&ear'-Siarb~-Ohteniiati»nt^  9»  tie  digestive 
Fvtoen  tfHti  Sftimnk  jiioMb-^Bircb  tdm  on  Hie  Litnd^Plnnif^ 
Proofs  of  its  being  a  new  Island — Examples  of  ngm  CrtttHrnit—ITbttriet  ^ 
tbt  Eartb^SMl-Catcbtn  Jmnd  tn  the  Jtland. 

J^s  the  ilnvr  iiiiiiilial)ite(l  inlands  of  Tristan  da  Cunha  are 
situated  nearly  in  the  track  of  ships  on  thinr  outward-bound 
passage  to  t lie  ludiwn  Ocoaii,  we  steered  directly  for  ihem; 
aod  on  the  ;ilst  ot  Dccciubcr  we  anchored  on  the  noiUi  side 
of  the  priucipal  bland,  .in  32  iktlioms,  at  the  distance  of 
about  half  a  mile  only  frqm  the  shore.  As  it  was  late  in  the 
4aj  -when  the  ships  anchored,  little  conununication  was  had 
with  the  slM»e ;  but  the  evening  was  vpmt  in  lajiag  our  plan* 
for  acoompliBlmig  a  complete  tour  of  the  island,  bj  setting 
out  from  the  ship  at  an  early  hour  the  fiiUowing  morning. 
This  plan  was,  however,  firustratod  by  a  sudden  gust  of  wind 
driring  the  Lion  from  her  anchonige,  so  that  1  can  give  only 
a  very  general  idea  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  tliis  island. 
Its  situation  is  in  latitude  37°  7'  south,  and  longitude,  accord- 
inj:^  to  our  rhroi\omi  tcr>,  I'i"  KJ*  west.  It  does  uoL  aj)piM4- to 
t>c  more  thaa  tcu  or  twelve  miles  m  circuit.   la  the  centre  of 
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tlie  island  is  a  higli  pointed  cone,  resembling  the  peak  of 
Tcnertffe  in  nuQiature,  from  the  base  of  which  the  land  seem* 
to  slope  gradually  to  the  sea,  where  being  abruptly  broken 
off,  a  Bteep  precipice  of  solid  rock  and  of  oonuderable  hdj^t 
maiiu  the  line  of  the  coast  on  eveiy  part  except  that  which  is 
opposite  to  fhe  place  where  we  came  to  andior.  Hare  a 
plain,  covered  Avith  soft  verdure,  rises  a  few  lieet  only  above 
a  sandy  beach,  upon  which  a  copious  stream  of  pure  water 
&lls  from  the  perpendicular  side  of  the  former  in  a  sort  of 
cascade.  Beyond  tho  plnin  wo  could  pprceive  several  swells 
iiiid  vallics  covered  with  thickets,  the  liittcr  of  wliich  seemed 
to  close  ill  deep  ijullie^  a<5  tlipy  receded  toward*?  the  centre  of 
the  island.  JifVery  other  ]>;»rt  f)f  ihr  coast,  as  far  as  we  could 
perceive,  rises  out  of  the  sea  aliiiu-i  peri)cndieularly,  like  an 
old  gigantio  wall,  whose  height  1  should  suppose  cannot  be 
less  than  1000  feet.  Tliis  abrupt  and  columnar  appearance 
of  the  coast,  together  with  the  cone-shaped  motmtain  in  the 
dentre^  seem  to  indicate  that  the  whole  mass  has  been  thrown 
up  by  the  agency  of  subtenraneous  fire, 

-  Tlie  ofEcef  who  went  on  shore  reported  that  the  water  was 
a  mountain-rill  of  excellent  quality,  and  that  it  fdl  so  con- 
veniently on  the  beach  as  to  be  brought  with  great  ease  into 
eaafcs,  without  removing  them  out  of  the  boats.   It  is  by  no 

means  unimportant  for  tlie  officers  of  our  navy  to  be  ac- 
quainted nith  this  circumstance.  The  largest  ships  of  war 
are  capable  of  takiii'i:  on  board  a  supply  of  t  very  article  ne- 
cessarv  for  the  longest  voyaj^^e  except  that  of  water,  which  is 
no  less  indispensable  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  people 
than  other  species  of  provisions.    Should  we,  tliereforc,  at  any 
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future  lime  be^o  uiU'oi  tunate  as  to  be  excluded  from  the  Brainls 
aud  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  this  hall-way  i^iaud  to  ludia. 
wQuM  be  fyvad  to  poawss  nuinjr  conveaieiicieB.  Even  those 
whp  may  contend  that  <Mir  colmiial  Usfritoiies  me  atady  sul^  * 
ficieatly  exteiided  must  at  least  aj^ree  that  we  can  aerer  have 
too  many  points  of  security  and  aooommodatum  far  oar  ships 
of  war  and  of  oommefoe.  It  was  indeed  once  proposed,  by 
a  set  of  adventuien,  to  form  an  cstahlishmeot  on  flus  island, 
in  order  to  cany  on  a  convenient  smuggling  trade  with  the 
settlements  of  South  Anierina,  particularly  those  of  Spain,  by 
luruishing  the  natives  witli  li<;lii  Manehestcr  and  coarse  Indian 
goods  in  exchange  for  six;cic,  and  employing,  at  the  same  time, 
their  shipping  in  the  Southern  Whale  Fishery,  in  order  to 
procure  oi!  and  Iwnc  as  a  return  cargo  for  Europe.  If,  tindrr 
the  immediate  eye  of  !2:ov('ni)m-iit,  such  a  settiemeni  were 
made,  it  might  answer  the  same  purpose  for  the  East  India 
Company's  shi])s  (»n  the  outvvard-bouiul  voyage  as  St.  Helena 
docs  on  tlie  lioiaewaitl ;  and  a  work  of  defence  on  a  very 
limited  scale,  with  a  few  men,  would  render  it  impregnable, 
a  drcamstwDce  whidi  not  a  little  enhaooes  its  value. 

Omtinuiog  oar  voyage' fiom  Tristan  da  Cunha  we  doubled 
lihe  Cape  of  Good  Hope  between  the  parallels  of  39*  and  40*,  ' 
wboe,  though  now  in  the  middle  of  summer,  the  ai^  was 
extremely  cold,  loaded  with  rain  and  sleet;  and  we  ex> 
perienced  fipefpient  and  heavy  gales  of  wiud  from  the  south- 
east quarter  which  caused  a  csonstant  deep  roiling  sea,  whose 
appearance,  however  trcnuMidfJus  to  those  who  are  not  ao- 
customed  to  it,  is  little  regarded  by  tliose  who  are.  The  ntn 
of  tlic  ship  by  the  log  in  thi*^  rolling  sea,  a  httle  to  the  easU 
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\vf!r<l  of  the  Cape,  was  2     miles  in  24  hours,  or  10^  neaiiy 
m  viidi  hour.    The  prevaihng  southerly  winds  in  these  lati- 
tudes, during  the  summer  months,  are  no  doubt  occasioned 
"by  a  strong  cnnrent  of  condensed  air  rasliiiig  ihmi  regioits  of 
ice  towBitls  die  more  rarefied  atmosphere  of  Southem  AlUca ; 

here  the  rapour  with  which  it  is  loaded,  by  a  change  of 
tempemture,  and  by  concussion  against  the  high  monntainona 
promontory  of  the  Cape,  is  discharged ;  and  sofaodes  in  that 
singular  fleecy  doud  which  envelopes  the  summit  of  the 
Table  mountain,  continuing  for  several  days  together  whoh 
ever  the  south-easterly  wind  prevfuls. 

On  the  1st  of  Fcbniarv  ^ve  discnrcrcd  the  two  islands  of 
•Sr.  Paul  and  Amsterdam,  and  (»n  the  evening  of  the  fame 
(lay  an(  lioi  rd  on  the  eastern  bide  of  the  latter,  at  the  distance 
ol  about  a  mile  from  the  shore.    The  volumes  of  smoke 
wiiuli  we  had  perceived  at  a  distance  to  ascend  Worn  the 
island,  and  the  flames  which,  when  dark,  were  seen  dis- 
tinctly tq  issue  from  it,  excited  in  us  a  strong  desire  to  get 
on  shore ;  and  accordingly  before  it  was  wdl  hffit  liie  next 
morning  we  quitted  the  vessel,  elate  with  the  hope  of  gratify- 
ing curiosity  by  some  novel  spectacle.  Of  the  result  of  our 
observations  the  fiiUowing  is  a  fedef  sketch.  The  island  of 
Amstei-ilam,  which  lies  in  latitude  38*  43f  south,  and  longi^ 
.tude  76"  51'  east,  is,  iii  its  greatest  extent,  about  four  miles 
and  a  quarter  from  north  to  south,  and  two  and  a  quarter 
fi'om  cast  to  west,  contatiiin<i  seven  or  eight  square  miles  of 
surface,  exclusive  ot  a  lai  Lii'  \  <)1(  anic  erater,  into  which  the 
f;ca  has  I'urecd  a  passage  on  the  ea-it  i  n  s'nlc,  hy  the  incessant 
action  of  its  waves  roiiing  with  au  uninterrupted  current  Irom 
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that  quarter.  The  whole  width  of  this  breacli  is  about  a 
thousand  ttet,  but  the  channel,  or  that  part  of  it  lluoriffh 
which  the  tide  el)bs  and  Haws,  does  not  exceed  Iwo  iiuudrcd 
feet.  iVoiii  the  margins  of  this  channel  two  rising  banks, 
composed  of  volcanic  fcagmentB,  are  connected  with  the  tiro 
clieekft  of  the  breach,  whose  height,  by  a  rough  trigonometric 
cal  measurement,  we  found  to  be  somewhere  about  seven 
hundred  feet,  which  may  be  oonsideied  as  the  general  height 
of  the  surrounding  sides  of  the  crater  above  the  surfiuse  of 
the  water  within  it  The  original  foim,  as  distinctly  appears 
by  looking  down  from  the  upper  edge,  was  that  of  an  ellipsis; 
but  the  materials  of  the  side,  where  the  breach  was  made, 
by  being  forced  inwards  by  the  ^»  have  caused  on  that  side 
of  tlie  crater  a  considerable  compression  or  concavity.  The 
longest  fliametcr  acrt)ss  the  snifnro  of  the  water  is  soinewliat 
more  Uian  1000  yards,  and  the  siiortest  about  i>aU ;  tlu- cir- 
eumtcrenc*,*  a  mile  and  three  (|iiartci"s  nearly;  and  as  tlte 
sides  rise  m  an  angle  with  ihe  horizon  of  alx)ut  Co  degrees, 
the  circuit  of  the  upper  edge  or  bi  iuj  of  the  bason,  supposing 
it  complete  and  that  no  breach  had  been  madc^  would  have 
been  rathor  more  than  two  nules*  We  sounded  about  the 
centre  of  the  crater,  and  found  the  depth  of  water  174  fett, 
which  being  added  to  the  mean  height  of  the  sides  above 
water,  gives  874  feet  for  the  whole  depth  of  the  crater. 

Every  other  part  of  the  coast  rises  abnjptly  out  of  the  sea, 
like  tlie  wall-sided  island  of  Tristan  da  Cu;;!ia,  exhibiting  thfe 
successive  strata  of  lava  that  have  flowed  down  from  the 
upper  ridire  of  the  treat  crater;  and  the  rugged  and  blistered 
appeardocc  sulticicatlj'  indicates  the  severe  contiict  th«L  the 
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two  discordant  elements  must  have  sustained,  \»'hen  the  liquid 
lava  encountered  the  wares  of  tlm  oom.  Tlie  eSbcts  o( 
•adi  a  straggle  axe  ttUl  more  diatincUj  leen  on  an  eKtnordi- 
nary  insulated  rock  of  a  pyramidal  Ibrm,  which  rises  out  of 
the  sea  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  entraiioe  into  the  crater. 
The  fae^t  of  this  rock  is  from  two  io  dijee  huDdied  feet,  and 
it  is  composed  of  Ibrty  or  fiftj  faoriiontal  layen  piled  very 
ngaiuAy  on  each  other;  and  these  are  egain  cracked  and 
divided  by  a  number  of  perpendicular  fi^sure^,  the  whole  cx< 
hibiting  a  huge  mass  of  basaltic  columns.  The  inark<«  of  fusion 
are  evident  on  every  part  of  its  surface,  which  has  the  apj>ear- 
anre  of  scoria  from  an  iron  furnace.  Many  of  the  perpendicu- 
lar iissurcs  were  tilled  with  veins  of  obsidian  or  volcanit:  trla.ss, 
wliich  wc  could  perceive  to  he  extended  seveiul  feet  l)eIow 
the  surface  of  the  sea^  In  other  cletts  we  found  some  curious 
8j>ecimeas  of  ^jcolilc,  biut  looked  lor  this  .substance  in  vain  in 
the  fragments  of  soUd  lava.  M^e  were  tJie  more  desirous  of 
est^bUdmig  thb  hctt  as  it  is  cmt  of  the  contested  points  be- 
tween the  Plutonists  and  the  Neptunbts.  2Seo1i(e  being  fre- 
quently found  in  the  midst  of  bualt,  and  being  wdl.  known 
to  contain  a  consideroble  quantity  of  water,  has  furnished 
one  of  the  strongest  aiguments  in  favour  of  the  Neptunists ; 
in  so  far  at  least  as  it  militates  against  the  doctrine  of  basaltic 
columns  being  produced  by  the  agency  of  subterranean  heat.  * 
Zeolite  and  volcanic  glasses,  such  as  obsidian  and  pumice 
stone,  we  found  abundantly  on  eveiy  part  of  the  coast  of 
the  island. 

On  tlu:  two  causeways  in  the  hreaeli  made  by  the  sea  into 
the  crater,  and  in  many  places  on  its  siantmg  sides,  we  found 
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terend  hernial  spriugii,  »onie  ninning  freely,  and  others  oozing  I 
oat  in  a  mere  paste  or  mud.  In  some  of  these  springs  Faliien*  ' 
lieitfa  thennofneter  ascended  fiom  69%  in  the  open  air,  to  196* ; 
in  some  to  S04* ;  and  iu  otheii  to  S1S%  or  the  boiling  point. 
Hie  spots  where  tbey  are  to  be  fimnd  aie  eosilj  discoverable* 
before  sunrise  or  after  sunset,  hj  a  thin  vapour  which  may  be 
seen  distinctly  on  applying  tlie  eye  to  the  ground.  In  several 
places  we  observed  patches  of  sot\  verdure,  composed  of  a 
fine  delicate  moss,  blended  with  a  species  of  Lyco|X)diiiin 
and  another  of  Marchantia.  Tliese  green  patrhfs  wero 
found  to  be  Ho.iliiitr  on  a  hnt  paste,  whose  tonijx  iatiur,  at 
eight  or  ten  iiu  lics  iicluw  tlic  surlare,  npon  wliich  tho  roots 
of  tJic  plants  spread,  was  186".  Thiii  was  the  imiit-  leinark- 
able,  as  tlie  same  species  of  Lycopodium  ()r  club-moss,  lor 
sudi  it  was  thought  to  be,  grows  with  great  luxuriance,  even 
in  the  winter  season,  on  the-  bleak  heaths  of  Xcwdt  Ritain. 
On  every  piirt  of  the  sloping  suiftoe  of  the  island  we  met  with  . 
swamps  and  stagnant  pools  of  hot  water,  varying  in  tempera-  / 
ture  liom  80*  to  ISO*.  The  soil  is  'Of  a  spongy  porous  tex- 
tnie,  and  the  ground  feels  tremulous  under  thelbet.  IrVhCTe- 
ever  the  ear  is  applied  to  the  surface,  a  bubbling  noise  may 
be  heard  like  the  boiling  of  water.  Most  of  the  springs  aie 
rather  brackish,  but  one  in  partic\ilar  on  the  side  of  the  nrrat 
crater  is  stRHigly  chalybeate,  and  the  temperature  only  112^ 
From  the  perusnl  of  a  paper  in  the  20th  volume  of  the  Pliilo- 
«ophic:il  Transactions,  \\c  w«Tf  prcjjuic'd  to  meet  willi  sj)riugs 
of  hoilinii  water ;  and  on  the  strength  of  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  said  paper,  *'  that  the  fish  caught  in  the  cold 
**  wait  r  might  instantly  be  buiktl  in  the  hot,"  we  took  care 
to  provide  ourselves  with  plenty  of  fisliiug-tackle.   AVe  caught 
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great  numben  of  a  red  coloured  peanch,  fiom  iadies  to  a 
ibot  in  lengUi*  of  most  excellent  flaTour,  wMdi,  with  tnie 
Epicurean  want  of  feeling,  ire  had  the  cruelty  to  drop  living 
oiT  the  hook  into  the  boiling  springs,  where  it  rrquircd  just 
fifteen  minutes  to  cook  them  hi  perfection.  Whether  it  was 
owing  to  tlie  norelty  of  the  mode  of  preparation,  or  to  long 
nbsttiieiu  o  from  good  fish,  or  to  tl  o  real  intrinsic  excellence 
of  liiis  sj)(  (  i(^s  of  perch,  I  am  not  able  to  deride,  l)ut  the  re- 
past was  uni  versally  pronounced  to  hr  di  lu  ioim.  We  cauglxt 
here  also  another  :>pLik  s  of  porch  in  uit  at  abundance,  which 
in  my  opinion  w  as  still  supcuor  to  ilic  red  one.  It  measured 
Irom  three  to  four  feet  in  length,  Uic  back  fm  undivided,  and 
the  body  marked  with  three  brown  and  three  white  alternate 
longitudinal  stripes.  The  quantity  of  cray-fish  that  were 
crawling  on  the  bar  of  the  entrance  into  the  crater,  at  low 
water,  is  incredible ;  and  their  voracity  for  dead  carcases  was 
so  great,  that  if  a  seal,  plenty  of  which  were  lying  on  the 
causeways,  was  thrown  in,  they  swarmed  to  it  in  such  mul- 
titudes that  a  boat  load  might  be  picked  up  by  the  hand  in  a 
very  short  space  of  time.  Nor  w<  re  these  marine  insects  less 
plentiful  in  tl>co|>en  sea  where  tiie  ships  were  lying  at  anchor. 
Baskets  let  down  info  (he  sea,  with  morsels  of  bacon  within 
tiiem,  or  pi<'ces  ol'  shark's  flesh,  were  immediatt^ly  drawn  up 
jiLain  full  ol  (  ni y-fislL  These  and  the  large  perch,  rock-cod, 
Miiil  bri  am,  were  caught  in  such  nbiindnncc  that,  1  believe, 
a  [)ro\  ision  of  fish  for  six  days  wa^  hud  ui  i'ur  the  two  ships* 
companies,  consislins;  m  aily  of  six  hundred  men.  A  whole 
shark,  near  t  lexcn  ilxL  ni  length,  was  cut  upas  l>ait  for  cray-* 
fish.  Four  young  slmrks  were  fbund  alive  in  the  stomadi  of 
this  Tomciouu  animal ;  but  whether  they  had  been  devoured 
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by  ilic  old  Diic,  or  hiui  voluntarily  tied  thither  tor  protection, 
was  a  (ontc^ti  si  point  among  our  medical  gentlemen.  Osu^ 
declared  that  he  had  more  than  one**  s(^en  th»Mr  own  vouii'^ 
egorged  from  the  stomach  oi'tlic  (  .Id  onrs  wiirn  inken  :  and  that 
once  in  particular  he  liaJ  uhscrvi^d  ado^ioii  Saw  llsh  (a  species 
of  shaik,  the  S^ualus  Prist U)  springing  alive  out  of  the 
fiioUiei^s  moulJi,  after  it  had  beeo  hoisted  oat  of  tbe  tea  upon 
the  deck  of  the  ship.   Doctor  Moselejr,  who  has  ^iritten  on 
the  subject  and  ought  to  be  considered  as  good  authority,  has 
observed  tbat  the  young  sharks  always  retreat  into  the  sto- 
mach of  the  old  ones  in  time  of  danger:  an  observation,  in- 
deed, that  was-  made  two  centuiies  bef<»e  hts  time.  Sir 
Richard  Hawkins,  who  sailed  on  a  voyage  to  South  America 
in  the  year  1593,  expressly  says  that  he  has  frequently  seen 
the  young  sharks  go  into,  and  out  of,  the  mouth  of  the  damt 
and  that  he  has  found  them  in  the  stomach;  satlmt  Linnaeiis 
is  prol>ab!y  irii-takcn  in  «;n])po«in2;  tliat  tliis  fish  devours  its 
own  youiiu.    ii^lni  llunln-  d'-rKicd'y  ()roved  that  tlie  li\ing 
principlr,  in  {)arli'  iilar  rhi>><s  of  land  animals,  is  endued  with 
the  power  ol  roistiag  the  acdon  of  the  gastric  juice:  hni 
the  dilliculty  of  making  experiments  on  the  digestive  fatniliics 
of  the  stomachs  of  fislies  leaves  it  iindetcrmineil  wlK  tlicr  tlie 
Mme  principle  is  capable  of  exerting  a  greator  or  less  degree 
of  power  ip  this  class  of  animals.  The  nature  indeed  of  di' 
gestion,  witlt  aB  die  experiments  of  Hunter  and  Spallanxani, 
seems  to  be  yet  but  imperfectly  understood ;  but  facts  have 
.bttffidcntly  proved  that  it  k  exceedingly  di&rent  in  difierent 
animals.    Tlie  shark  gtdps  indiscriminately  into  its  voR^aotls 
maw  the  bones  and  shells  of  animals,  huge  iron  ho^^k^i,  tarred 
iopes,and  tiic  clothiugof  such  human  creatures  asunfortunatdy 
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brc  oiuc  its  \  iriiiiis.    Niu  ks  uiid  stones  and  pieces  of  iron  arc 
digC'bleil  1)\  the  oMi  ic  h.   The  sPcit  tarv  bird  (ihe  Fflr/co 'SV/yjen/- 
arlux)  w  ill  lake  lato  iii^i  bLoiiiucii  whole  li\  iiig  suakos  ot  tlie 
luost  vcnomoiui  kind,  toads,  and  scorpions,  without  Buffering 
firom  such  an  assemblage  the  least  hiconvenience.  That  such  u 
the  &ct,  trith  regard  to  the  food  of  this  bird,  I  can  speak  wiUi 
eoufidencc.  I  have  seen  their  young  in  the  nest  surrounded  vidi 
'vrounded  but  living  snakes;  and  the  following  circumstanoe 
pats  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt — ^An  English  gentteman  who 
held  an  official  situation  at  the'Cape  of  Good  Uo\)e,  being  out 
on  a  shooting  party,  killed  one  of  these  birds,  which  he  carried 
home  with  the  intention  of  having  an  accurate  drawing 
made  from  it.  ,  He  threw  it  on  the  floor  of  the  balcony  before 
the  hovise,  where,  after  it  liaf!  remained  sometime  and  been 
CNnniined  and  tossed  about,  one  of  the  company  observed 
the  head  of  a  larire  snake  pushmu  open  the  bill,  out  of  which 
it  speedily  crawkd,  in  perfect  viirour,  and  free  iVom  any  in- 
jury."  On  tiie  supposition  that  others  might  itili  be  ui  the 
stomach,  tlic  bird  was  suspended  by  the  legs,  and  preseotiy 
a  second  snake  made  its  appearance,  as  large  and  as  livdy 
as  the  firsts  Hie  bird,  was  afterguards  opened,  whm  the  8to> 
mach  was  found  to  contain  several  dead  snakes,  with  a  half 
digested  mass  of  lisards  and  scorfnons,  scolopendral,  centi* 
pedes,  and  beetles. 

Except  on  the  coast  of  Sj[Ht»beigen>  I  nevar  saw  so  vast  an 

assemblage  of  wliales,  grainj>nsses,  porpoises,  sea-lions,  and 
seals,  as  M'ere  constatitly  either  playing  their  c;amboIs,  or 
fir-lifiii^  niul  devnmiiiti  t.aeii  olher.  between  the  sliips'  an- 
cUomgc  aiid  the  entrance  of  the  crater.   A  fish,  appaiently 
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a  species  of  (h  lphnins  or  porpoise,  prohsihly  that  which  is 
usually  cailcii  the  Thrasher,  was  observed  to  attack  the 
whale  with  great  violence,  whenever  the  latter  ventured  to 
beave  his  huge  back  out  of  the  surface  of  the  sea,  lashing  it 
ifith  its  tail  and  iius,  the  strokes  of  which  the  great  monster 
seemed  to  hare  no  moans  of  repelling  but  by  rolling  round  in 
the  water.  It  was  dangerous  even  for  the  boats  to  row 
among  these  large  animals,  wluch  it  would  -  seem  were 
still  more  numerous  on  ^  first  discovery  of  the  isUnd,  as  in 
the  paper  above  alluded  to  It  is  observed,  "  Utat  the  people 
"  of  Van  Vlaming'9  ship  found  the  sea  so  full  of  seals  and  sea* 
"  lions,  that  they  were  ol)lii>(Ml  to  kill  them  to  get  a  passage 
"  throneh,  whcii  they  stfcrcd  lor  the  shore ;  there  was  also 
"  an  astonisliiug  niinilx  i  <>!  li&h. "  Not  only  the  sea  but  the 
whole  coast,  in  the  moruiu^  aud  evenings,  swarmed  with 
seab  and  sea-lions. 

'J'he  luuuber  of  birds  was  likewise  astonishing,  and  the  two 
causeways  were  strewed  with  Hack  eggs.  During  our  short 
stay  on  shore  we  obtained  the  following  birds: 


Diomedw  Demeruit  1  The  "White  and  the  Brown  AI- 

JBxulant,  J  batross. 
^pfeHodyta  Chn/socomcy         Crested  Penguin. 
PraulUfria  EquinoctiaUt,        Black  Petrel. 
—            Fu^tuM,  Puffin. 

.     Giisea,  Grey  Prtre]. 

  Pt-liwlrfh  Stormy  Petrel. 

I   I      .1  -  Forstcri,  Blue  Petrel. 
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Sterm  Hirundo  Silver  Bkd,  or  Sea  Swallow. 

Anas,  A  sinaU  brown  I>ucIe»  not  much 

larger  than  a  thrush,  and  ap- 
{Nuently  not  docribed  by 
natuialbt*. 

Not  a  dn^e  land  bird,  nor  a  quadniped  of  anj  8ort»  nor 
cmn  an  infect,  Except  flies,  was  met  with  on  the  island. 

The  number  of  plants  was  very  limited  as  to  genus  and 

spccir*!,  thoM^rh  there  was  no  want  of  verdure.  They  con- 
sisted cliiellj  of  mosses  and  other  genera  of  tlie  cryptfjgaiiious 
class,  and  a  few  species  ol"  grasses ;  but  we  did  not  observe  a 
firutescent  plant  on  the  wiiole  island.  Tiic  following  were 
the  only  specimens  wo  brought  on  rxjard,  but  we  had  col- 
lected several  others  which  were  unfortunately  left  be- 
hind: 

.  Sonchus  Oleracfo, 

Apium  Pefroscliiatnty 
Marchunlin  Poli/morpko^ 
Sagina  Procitmten$t 
PohfpoJiu/n, 
Arumlo  Arenoria, 
Arundo  Altera, 
Aspleniunt, 
Blechnum, 
Ltfcopoditm. 

Beside  several  species  of  the  marioe  plants,  Ulvse,  Fuci,  &c. 
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It  was  curious  enough  to  observe  that  Uie  gi  eatcr  part  oi  Uie 
plaats  fottodon  this  new  island  were  products  of  Europe ;  and 
the  question  was  equally  difficult  of  solution,  liow  any  platits, 
European  orlndiaot  should  first  have  been  brought  upon  two 
litde  specks  of  land,sitaated  in  the  middle  of  tlieocean,half  way 
between  the  coasts  of  New  HoUand  and.  Mada^scar,  at  the  dis« 
tancc  of  two  thousand  English  mUes  from  tlie  nearest  shore. 
Were  they  borne  on  the  wind,  wafted  by  the  waves,  or  carried 
by  the  fowls  of  the  air ;  or  were  their  rudiments,  after  lying  foi 
ages  dormant  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  thrown  up,  by  the 
agency  of  subterranean  fire,  into  a  sitnalion  favourable  for 
vegetable  lile  to  burst  tortii  ?    'J  lie  Kiiiid  ot  man,  ever  active 
in  its  inquiries,  may  be  y)roiT!j>te(l  to  a«k  such  <]uestions, 
thougii  without  the  hope  ot"  ever  being  furiu>lieil  wjih  a  '•niis- 
factory  solution.     The  namral  historian,  in  eonreniplaiiug 
facts  like  litcbc,  CiuuioL  tail,  liouc^cr,  la  be  most  forcibly 
inq>res}>ed  with  the  wise  aiul  benevolent  designs  of  tiic  great 
Author  of  the  miiversc,  which  to  him  are  so  apparent  in  alt 
the  works  of  the  creation,  and  ui  none  more  so  than  in  the 
providential  means  he  has  thought  6t  to  employ  for  the  wide 
dissemination  of  plants.   Some  he  will  perceive  to  be  supplied  • 
with  such  multitudes  of  seeds,  others  so  completely  protected 
against  injuries,  some  so  amply  provided  with  hooks  to  hold 
with,  and  others  uith  feathers  to  bear  tliem  through  the  air, 
that,  by  the  ai»sistance  of  the  wind,  rain,  rivers,  birds  and 
insects,  a  single  pair  of  plants  of  every  species,  accoiiling  to 
the  opinion  of  Linnteus,  growing  on  the  first  httle  island  that 
niav  bf  "nppwrd  to  have  peeped  out  of  the  nnivrr?e  of  Ava- 
t^r^^,  ^vlil  he  deemed  ^ullicient,  without  human  aiti,  to  stock 
the  whole  surlacc  of  the  i:lol)e.    'I  his  great  naturalist  tells  us 
that  a  single  se^d  of  poppy  will  m  one  year  yield  32,000  seeds ; 
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and  thai  4(),(KX)  plaiitb  vi'  tobacco  have  been  ))roduced  from 
ouc  inilividuul.  Aad  as  an  ntstancc  of  the  actual  dispersion 
of  vegetables,  tliii  accumte  obsenrer  atterto  that  an  American 
plant,  of  the  g^nus  Erigeron,  which  was  first  brouglit  into 
!BuR>pc  scarcely  a  century  ago,*  and  cultivated  in  the  bo- 
tanical garden  at  Paiis,  had.  In  his  time,  spontaneously 
spread  itself  over  all  France,  Italy,  Sicily,  Flanders,  and 
Germany. 

The  neighbouring  it^laud  of  St,  Paul  Is  ivhoHy  covered  with 
an  impenetrable  tliicketof  Gop}itce  wood.    like  Amsterdam 

it  is  also  of  volcanic  origin,  and  the  shorn  is  said  to  be  sm- 
rovmdcd  Avith  pumier  stonr.  Tt  may,  therefore,  be  reason- 
abby  conjectured  that  of  the  two  i«laud»  St.  Paui  is  cousider- 
ably  the  eai'Uer  creation. 

It  is  obsencd  by  ^'alentyn  lliar,  \,\\ien  Wiiliatu  de  \  laming 
visitod  this  island  in  IG9C),  the  pond  (meaning  the  crater)  was 
separated  by  a  ridge  of  rbdcs  fiom  the  sea  about  twenty 
paces,  over  which  the  seals  clambered ;  that  it  was  shaped 
like  a  half  moon,  and  about  a  pistol-shot  in  length.  IVom 
the  description  whieh  I  have  just  given  it  will  readily  be  per- 
ceived that  a  very  material  change  has  been  effected  in  the 
course  of  one  humdred  years,  probably  by  smne  fresh  erup> 
tion  having  Liken  place.  The  biuuo  writer  mentions  lik^ 
wise  a  reef  of  rocks  near  the  crater  that  jutted  into  the  sea  to 
the  distance  of  about  a  gun-shot,  which  at  that  time  were 
observed  to  ho  in  :i  Imrninir  state.  These  were  no  doubt  the 
same  as  tliut  of  which  the  basaltic  rock  I  have  described 
ftmns  a  part.  Tliis  is  still  perfectly  naked  ;  and  A  laming 
i^uiul  only  on  tlie  great  island  a  few  reedi^,  and  here  and 
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(bern  nniong  tlic  rocks  n  very  few  plants  that  were  not  unlike 
parsley.    The  wliole  island,  indeed,  \reai-s  every  indication 
of  havinii:  ])een  a  very  recent  production  ot  suliirnaneous  firo, 
which  is  still  burning  iit  no  great  distance  from  the  surface. 
Such  at  least  appears  to  have  been  the  case.    But  geological 
science  is  yet  in  its  infancy.  M  ith  all  the  various  systems  that 
hxwe  been  written  to  explain      stractnre,  tlie  constitution, 
and  the  external  ap])caiiinoe8  of  the  eaidi,  and  with  all  the 
aid  which  modem  c^bemistiy  has  lent  to  such  investi^tions, 
mtr  real  knowledge  extends  only  to  a  \'ei7  sliailo^v  depth  be- 
low the  8iir&ce. '  One  mdts  the  ^obe  by  fire,  and  throws 
its  most  prominent  features  out  of  the  ocean  by  the  expansive 
ibrce  of  steam ;  another  supposes  that  the  regular  and  uni« 
form  strata,  observed  in  what  has  been  called,  secondary 
countries,  could  only  have  been  effected  by  the  agency  of 
water.    Bolli  may  perhnps  be  rij^ht :  and  I  dare  say  if  Dr. 
Ilutton  and  Mr.  Kirwan  could  evamint  tlif  island  of  Amster- 
dam, tliey  would  each  of  tliem  produce  it  as  an  adiniiable 
elueidation,  one  of  the  Plulonic  and  the  otiierof  tlie  X(  p- 
tunian  theory  ;  for  tlie  materialn  have  evidi  iitlv  vnuU  ii:one 
complete  fusion,  and  they  are  laid  in  je^itlar  and  horizontal 
strata. 

HHiether,  indeed,  it  be  admitted  that  stratified  mountains 
have  been  melted  by  heat  or-  deposited  by  water,  many  of 
them  bear  the  most  unequivocal  proofs  of  having  once  been 
immersed  under  the  ocean;  and  the  grand  question  seems  to 
lie  reduced  to  this  smgle  point,  whether  the  sea  has  retired  ^ 
from  them,  or  they  have  been  raised  out  of  the  sea?  If, 
laying  hypothesis  aside,  we  areeatisfied  to  rest  on  the  Bnalogy 
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'ti'  l'a<  ts,  w  c  sball  perhaps  coiicJudc  in  favour  of  tlio  latter 
opinion.  'Jlsr  ('xpansivr  force  of  steam,  under  rfivaiu  cir- 
cunistimces,  is  btyoiul  calcMlation  ;  aiul  ^tcani  is  inujurstioa- 
ably  fonactl  in  all  volcanic  explosions,  us  Llic  pica€iicc  of  a 
vast  bod  J  of  water  »ceuis  to  be  ijidisjjensablj  necessary  in 
these  operations  of  natore:  for  the  greater  part  of,  ifnotaUt 
real  v<rfcanoe8  are  either  ishnds^  or  are  situated  bo  near  the 
soa  as  to  have  rccetved  a  supply  of 'watwfioiiiit.  ItiaweQ 
known  Aat  a  torrent  of  boiling  water  mtled  down  the  sides 
of  mount  Etna  about  the  middle  of  last  century,  and  the 
same  circtumstance  has  happened  more  thai>  once  in  Vesmius. 
It  is  also  now  understood  that  the  earth  contains  a  vaj-iety  of 
substances,  and  those  iii  large  quantities;  v  hich,  in  contact 
Mith  Mater,  will  cause  ignition,  and  others  that  will  support 
it  without  the  pn  s(  iire  of  air.  Tf  then,  by  means  of  a  rent 
or  chasm  in  the  liotioni  of  t!ic  sea,  a  sntticient  quantity  of 
water  be  brought  to  act  on  a  pioportidiiate  inass  of  materials 
capable  of  supporting  ignition,  the  steam  generated  in  con- 
sequence uiu-st  iicavc  up  the  superincunibcnt  earth,  and  pro- 
bably, on  some  occasions,  without  disturbing  the  armugement 
of  its  parts  as  thej  existed  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea  previous 
to  the  eruption,  except  immediately  in  those  phces  where 
the  explosion  bunt  out.  Thus  we  see  in  many  islands  of  vol- 
canic origin,  as  Tencrifie  and  Madeira,  large  portions  of  the 
sui&oe  where  Uie  action  of  6re  is  not  in  the  least  dbcemible. 
That  new  islands  arc  produced  from  time  to  tinui,  and  pro- 
bably in  this  manner,  history  affoitls  us  various  instances. 
One  of  the  most  considerable  of  the  Lipari  i<l:uuls.  railed 
Vulcmio.  was  ctratcd  in  the  time  of  the  Roman  repnhlie. 
iiiacc  the  seventh  century  of  the  C  hiistian  auu  Uirce  distinct 
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islands  have  been  thrown  up  in  the  Archipelago.  In  165B, 
an  islauti  about  the  size  of  Anistcrdam  was  thrown  up 
among  the  Azoics  or  ^^'cstcl^l  islands ;  and  in  1 7 a?,  in  the 
same  cluster  ncai'  that  called  St.  George,  eighteen  small 
idaads  appeared  above  the  surfocc  of  the  aea,  aiier  a  tre- 
mendous and  destniGtiTe  earthquake  which  continued  ei^t 
days ;  but  they  gradually  subsided,  and  at  last  altogether  dis- 
appeared ;  that  part  of  the  sea  where  they  rose  being,  how-^ 
ever,  very  materially  decieascd  in  the  depth,  of  water. 

Since  then  it  admits  of  proof  that  ishuids  and  mountains  do 
spring  up  from  time  to  time,  and  no  grounds  can  be  produced 
to  sVif  w  thnt  llic  smallest  hill  has  been  left  iincorcrcd  liy  the 
rotivat  of"  the  ocean,  an  inirenioiis  theorist  might  employ  tliis 
argument  %vith  success  to  prove  that  the  sea,  in  the  lapse  of 
ages,  may  totally  disappear  within  the  crust  of  the  earth, 
whicli  woukl  tlius  revert  to  the  egg  of  the  utiiuent  philo- 
sophers ;  whose  shell  again  bursting  might  cause  a  new  deluge 
and  a  new  creation.  What  changes  may  happen  in  eternity 
<tf  duration  and  infinitjr  of  space,  c(iually  incomprehensible 
to  the  mind  of  man»  axe  bidden,  no  doubt  for  wise  and  good 
purposes^  from  finite  beings ;  hut  reason  and  observation,  in- 
dependent of  sacred  or  pro&ne  history^  clearly  point  out  that 
'  the  earth  we  inhabit  has  undei^ne,  and  is  continually  under- 
going a  great  variety  of  changes ;  but  when  or  in  what  manner 
the  most  important  of  them  hare  been  brought  about,  we  must 
either  be  content  with  what  tlie  sacred  writings  have  com- 
municated on  the  subject,  attributing  them  to  an  omnipotent 
and  preternatural  ranse,  or  continue  to  amuse  oiuncIvcs  with 
vague  conjectures ;  for  neither  the  theory  of  the  Neptuuiats 
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nor  of  the  Plutonists,  thou^  both  may  sen  e  to  explain  many 
of  the  inferior  phenomena,  will  by  any  means  salve  the 
most  difficult  and  important  that  present  themselves  to  the 
Tesrarcbes  of  the  natural  philosopher.    Thus,  difficult  as  it 
may  seem  to  account  for  tlie  traees  of  the  sea  on  secondary 
iuount«iii)&,  it  is  not  less  so  to  explain  from  whence  proreedcil 
the  multitude  of  bones  of  elephauts,  rhinosceroscs,  buftklos, 
and  the  huge  mammoth,  with  others  not  existing  ia  auy  part 
of  die  cveatioii  at  the  preseot  day,  which  occur  in  Sibena,  and 
even  on  ialands  in  the  midst  of  the  icj  sea,  where,  aooording 
to  modern  tFaTeUen,  the  soil  is  almost  wholly  composed  of 
them,  n^ese  and  manjr  other  organic  renUdns  of  the  old 
worid,  found  in  climates  where  they  could  not  poanfaly  have 
supp<Mrted  life,  give  some  colour  of  arumment  in  farour  of  the 
ingenious  and  well-told  theofy  of  Mr.  Bailly»  contained  in  his 
letters  on  the  Atlantic  island  oi  Plato,  where  he  supposes 
that  these  northern  regions,  now  condemned  to  everlasting 
fipost  and  snows,  were  not  always 

«  DHrfcaaMMriaQdeMrtt)" 

iMit  that  they  might  once  have  enjoyed  a  happy  temperature  of 
climate,  a  produetive  soil  furnishing  a  supply  of  food  lui  those 
animals  whose  remains  are  found  in  such  abundance  buried  in 
the  earth,  their  form  remaining  but  their  nature  totally  changed. 
■  A  different  inclination  of  the  earth's  aads  to  its  oHbtt,  being 
qnite  suflBdent  to  explain  the  phenomenon,  has  generally 
been  vescNrted  to  for  fibis  purpose;  but  I  am  ralber  snrpnaed 
diat,  among  the  various  causes  which  have  been  assigned  for 
altering  the  position  of  the  axis  with  regard  to  the  plane  of 
lihe  earth's  orbits  the  reactive  force  of  volcanic  eruptions  has 
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went  been  called  in  aid  (at  leait  I  do  not  recollect  it  has)  of 
audi  an  hjpotbeaa.  Hie  power  that  was  fequired  to  heave 
up  Heckla  and  the  yolcanic  mountains  Mar  Kamskatka,  and 
which  can  huri  rocks  some  thousand  feet  into  the  air,  ma  j  be 

supposed  to  produce,  by  its  reactive  force,  a  secy  consider- 
able impression  on  the  globe  of  the  earth,  especially  when, 
exerted  near  the  poles,  and  if  it  can  be  supposed  to  act  in  a 
direction,  not  to  the  centre,  but  perpendif  nlar  to  its  axis.— 
But  I  am  rambling  into  the  wilds  of  theory,  whilst  my  business 
at  present  is  only  with  ^ts. 

If  the  smoke  and  the  fires  of  Amslcrdaiu  had  cxcilod  our 
curiosity,  the  discovery  of  two  or  three  human  Ix^ings  running 
along  the  shore,  as  our  ships  approached  it,  on  so  miserable 
a  spot,  and  so  distant  fyom  any  other  land  except  Ihe  little 
neighbouring  ialaod  of  St.  Paul,  caused  a  stiD  greater  degree  of 
tstonishment^-  On  landing  we  found  five  men,  very  ill  dressed 
and  squalid  in  their  appearance,  three  of  whom  were  Frendh, 
9j)d  two  ifi^lish.  Thdr  chief  w|»  a  Frenchman,  of  the  name 
of  Fenron*  who  infeimed  us  that  they  hdd  been  landed, 
.about  five  months  before,  fmm  a  small  vessdl  fitted  out  of 
the  Isle  of  France,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  cargo  of 
seali-skins  for  the  China  market  :  that  the  weather  when  they 
landrd  ^^■Tls  bad,  and  continued  incessantly  so  very  boisforous 
for  forty  days  as  to  j)rcvcnt  all  coimnunicatioa  wilii  their 
vessel,  wliich  at  the  ejul  of  tiiut  time  put  to  sea  and  coti~ 
tinned  her  voyage  to  Nootka  Smmtl  ;  and  that  they  did 
not  expect  her  bark  tor  twelve  nionlh-j  lu  conic.  That,  by 
her  being  thus  so  unexpectedly  driven  away,  they  were  left 
destitute  <^  every  }aad  of  provision,  except  a  little  hard  Ins- 
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ruit  and  rice ;  but  that,  luckily  lor  them,  they  had  hitherto 
found  an  abundant  supply  in  the  diffident  kinds  of  fish,  birds, 
and  egg$,  wliich  they  dressed  with  the  fresh  oil  of  Mftk 
instead  of  butter.  They  all  lived  in  one  small  niiseraUe  hut, 
as  dirty  and  offensive  as  that  of  an  Hottentot ;  and  it  wa» 
surrounded  on  eveiy  side  by  the  dead  carcases  of  seals  and 
searlions.    The  birds,  they  observed,  had  a  strong  fishj 
taste,  to  which,  however,  long  habit  had  reconciled  them : 
those  that  were  the  lost  so  were  the  Uue  peiiel  and  the 
little  brown  duck.  Tliey  laboured  under  constant  appreben^ 
sions  of  the  scurvy  making  its  appearance,  for  want  of  some 
vegetable  food  to  correct  the  humours  which  they  supptwcd  a 
fishy  and  oily  diet  must  necesi>;irily  occasion  ;  and,  indeed,  it 
seems  to  tiirnish  no  weak  proof  of  the  liealthincss  of  the 
climate,  that  five  men,  liv  ino  together  for  five  niontlis  under 
such  circumstances,  shoulil  have  cscajied  every  kind  of  dis- 
ease.   They  had  prepared  ahcady  about  eight  tliousand  skins, 
and  expected  before  the  return  of  the  vessel  to  procure  about 
twenty  thousand  more ;  and  as  each  peiaon  had  a  €onsidep> 
able  interest  in  the  adventure,  they  expressed  no  desire  to  leave 
the  island  tin  the  accoroplisbment  of  their  undertaking.  We 
left  them  a  little  vin^^  and  a  few  potatoes ;  and  our  gar- 
deners planted  some  of  the  latter  in  those  spots  where  there 
was  the  greatest  depth  of  soil. 

'llicsc  pfKir  ad\Tntur<»rs,  as  wc  have  since  been  inlbniied, 
met  with  a  hard  return  for  the  great  saeritices  they  had  been 
induced  to  make  in  the  hope  of  ginn.  While  we  were  in  the 
nortJhcrn  parts  of  China,  ihc  Lion,  in  her  passage  to  Canton, 
fell  in  with  their  little  vessel ;  and  the  report  of  hostilities  be- 
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tweak  EDgland  and  France  having  reacbed  Canton,  she  waa 
captured  as  French  piropertj,  and  uAd  upon  the  spot 
TnrelTe  months  after  the  time  fixed  on  for  her  retnm  to  Am- 
sterdam, the  poor  ftUows»  hearing  nothing  of  their  veaiel, 
condnded  she  mast  have  been  lott,  and  fher^bre  resolved  to 
embaifc  on  the  first  ship  timt  should  call  at  the  island.  It  hap- 
pened to  be  an  American,  the  master  of  which  took  them  and 
their  caigo  of  skins  on  board,  in  oonsideration  of  his  sharing  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  money  they  should  sell  for.  The 
ship  steered  for  New  Holland,  where  the  men  were  landed, 
after  which  she  set  sail  for  the  Cliina  market  with  hnr  rargo 
©f  skins,  leaving  the  proprietors  belnnd  to  slntt  tor  iliernselves. 
Such,  at  least,  is  the  story  we  were  told  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 
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CHAP.  VIE. 
VBB  BTEAIT  •»  ftUNDA  AVO  ISEAITB  OP  J*ATA..  • 

CeOifariuM  between  the  Harbour  of  Rio  di  jfattctro  and  the  Strait  of  Sunda— 

Cathcart—Tbt  fhtHtmd  Moub—IU  Edrtu  tmine  Wmm  Cmwi 
ItUttidt  Hurt  fivum^k  fir  fhnts  t&M  ftStflf  ^  vtluuic  On^w^^Aiy  ^ 
BOMh-^itt  of  Satavith^Bad  TatH  if  fit  lh»iib''-^Dmelflim  if  Ba- 

tavia—  Poptdatien-^rMt  Mortality — Ti!»^  mare—Dueatet-^Produc 

lions  of  y^iva  in  the  mineral  and  vegetable  Kingdms — Cocoa,  MangostaUt 
Mang9y  Ramboolan,  Pooiosan^,  ^c.—Curi'Tus,  useful,  or  beautiful  Plant s—- 
The  Nepenthes,  or  Pitcher  Plant— The  Ufas— Effect  of  poisonous  Sub- 
ttntu-^ydropMiay  curieui  (Unt  t^^Anmalt, 

\f^E  took  our  departure  fvcnn  tiie  burning  yand  of  Ajn- 
stenlam  on  the  2d  of  February,  and  on  the  SGtK  of  tlie  same 
month  entered  tlie  strait  of  Sunda;  the  passage  of  which  to 
the  usual  anchorage  of  the  East  India  Compan/s  ships,  near 
North  Island,  (so  called  iirom  its  position  in  the  northern 
month  of  the  sirait,)  occupied  three  days.  The  featur  ^  r 
the  two  grand  islands  of  Sumatra  and  Java,  between  which  I 
this  strait  is  formed,  and  indeed  of  all  the  smaller  ones  which 
arc  iiitors]iersed  around  them,  are  di^^tinijiiished  in  a  very  pe- 
culiar manner  by  the  luxuriance,  suJUR.--i'<,  and  anicnify  of 
their  nathe  tints  of  verdure.  In  sailing  up  tlie  magiiilicent 
harbour  of  Kio  tic  Janeiro,  Uic  v  aried  hues  of  mde  and  un- 
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cultivated  nature,  mingled  with  the  still  more  varied  shade* 
produced  by  humaa  indusbj,  and  heightened  aad  leudcrcd 
more  promineiit  by  dieisontart  of  rugged  and  naked  moun- 
tains, imported  to  the  summiiding  prospect  an  infinite  diver- 
sity, which  the  eye  could  not  behold,  nor  the  mind  con- 
temphte,  witbout  exp^eacing  that  mcceaeton  of  nev  dd^ght 
ivfaicfa  variety  seldom  Jails  to  commnwcate;  but  here,  in  Ibe 
strait  of  Sunda,  and  particalariy  on  tlie  island  of  Sumatra, 
i^hich  ibrms  its  left  or  western  boundary,  all  is  vegetation 
and  verdure — all  repose,  and  yet  not  a  sin^  marked  point 
for  the  eye  to  rest  on.    Hie  colour  of  the  picture  is  one  mass 
of  soft  and  luxuriant  green,  -which,  though  ilu'  most  agreeable 
and  delightful  of  tint^>,  is  paj  ticularly  hea\  y  iniless  relieved 
by  variety.    The  eye  of  the  paiuter,  whcthei  ii  wanders  lu 
search  of  scenery  whose  eluu  aeter  is  softness,  or  nideness,  or 
picturesqueness,  still  requires  variety ;  like  the  taste  ol  the 
epcufe,  it  is  sddom  contented  to  ftast  on  sim{de  food,  or  to 
sit  down  to  a  sbgle  dish,  however  licfaly  it  may  be  seasoned.. 
To  a  mofal  phikMopber  tiie  appearance  of  an  unbounded  and 
unbroken  fomt,  like  that  on  SmnatTOi  is  pfoducttve  of  lew 
consoling  xcflectioiis,  being  the  save  iadicatkm  of  a  pauci^ 
of  luunan  inhabitants,  and  of  the  little  progress  made  by 
those  few  in  the  arts  of  civiliaation.    On  the  opposite  shore 
of  Java  the  forests  are  considerably  broken,  and  the  inter- 
mediate patches  of  Glca]:ed  ground  exhibit  evident  maiia  of 
cultivation. 

Of  the  many  little  islands  scattered  over  the  surface  of 
the  strait  we  a  isited  oidy  two,  that  are  situated  at  no  great 
distance  from  the  shore  of  Java,   They  arc  known  to  seamen 


I 


i6e  THE  STRAIT  OF  SUNDA. 

by  the  names  of  the  Cap  and  the  ButtM,  In  a  deep  carem, 
Trashed  by  the  sea  into  the  nde  of  the  fonner,  we  disturbed 
such  a  multitude  of  bats  and  swallows^  that  we  weie  HteraUj 
driven  back  by  die  sucoessiFe  voUies  in  which  they  assailed 
us.  Hie  bats  in  particular  were  e!Lce6u.velj  tnutrfesoin^  by 
flying  entirely  at  ratHloni,  owing  to  their  imperfect  nsion  on 
encountering  the  light  at  the  moutli  of  the  cave.  The  swal- 
lows were  of  that  specie  wliicli,  in  the  Systema  Natures,  is 
callrtl  Escukntd,  from  the  abuiulaut  use  made  of  their  nests 
in  (  liiiiesc  cookiM  V.  We  found  some  thousands  of  tliese  nrsts 
aUaclied  to  tlie  sich-s  ot"  the  cavern,  some  contaiiiini:  yoimi; 
hird-*,  and  others  e[:t;s.  'I'ho  lu-^ts  were  of  an  oval  shape, 
Nhghily  joined  to  each  otlicr  ul  the  extremitici*  of  tlie  longest 
diameter,  and  placed  in  regular  and  conduued  rows.  Their 
extenial  coating  appeared  to  be  the  filaments  of  some  species 
of  sea^weed*  oonented  together,  by  a  viscous  substance,  which 
was  collected  probaUy  on  the  sea-shore.:  stripped  of  this  coat- 
•  ing  they  were  about  an  eighth  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  had  much 
the  appearance  of  a  piece  of  hard  ^ue^  semi-transparent,  and 
evidently  composed  of  the  same  kind  of  gelatinous  matter 
which  kept  together  the  exterior  hbres,  and  with  which  the 
atones  and  marine  plants  on  the  shores  of- the  ishuid  were 
covered.  On  .  the  Button  island  we  shot  an  iguana^  which 
measured  four  feet  in  Irn^th.  and  the  flesh  of  wliich,  when 
roasted,  was  as  white  and  delicate  as  that  of  a  cliickea. 

Half  way  up  the  strait,  on  the  Java,  shore,  there  is  a  con- 
siderable Village  calletl  AnJ^ric,  where  ships  may  conveniently 
be  supplied  with  water,  and  every  kind  of  refit^shment 
which  the  island  affords  in  great  abundance,  and  on  terms 
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•ufficiently  reasonable.     For  instance,  we  purchased  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  rommon  fowls  for  a  dollar,  five  fine  capons 
for  the  same  sum,  and  the  price  of  a  moderate  sized  buffiilo 
\nM  Bot  mare  than  ten    twelve  doUara.  The  natives  usuallj 
CQiDe  olf  in  their  canoes,  lo  aliipa  which  may  anchor'  heie, 
widi  pleatifiil  supplies  of  Ihe  fiuits  peculiar  to  the  iskuid, 
and  oUier  TegetaUes  that  may  be  in  season.  The  air  is  diy 
and  pteasant ;  and  a  cool  lefnahing  bieeae  descends  fiom  the 
high  lands  of  Java,  spreading  its  firagrance  to  a  distance 
much  beyond  tiie  anchorage  of  the  ships.    Yet  because  this 
side  of  tlie  strait  is  occasionally  subject  to  calms,  which  may 
sometimes  hare  caused  the  delay  of  two  or  three  da3's  at  the 
utmost-,  few  of  the  outward-bound  Chinti  "ihips  touch  at 
Anferit',  preteixing  to  take  in  a  fresh  supply  of  wood  atid 
water  at  North  Islaiui,  t>i'  raiiit;!'  on  the  Sumatra  shore  op-  ' 
posite  to  this  island,  where  only  wood  and  nvaler  urc  pro- 
curable. Bad  wbeoe  numbos  of  seamm  yearly  &11  a  saciifiee 
cither  to  Malay  tieacheij,  item  the  .phmdefew  who  are  al«  » 
ways  loricing  among  the  fticatB  OD  this  part  of  the  oo^  or 
to  the  nohealthiness  of  tin  place,  oooaiioned  hj  the  heavy 
ni^illy  logs  ttiat  hang  over  this  low  swampy  shoieb  and  the 
nnioiis  vapovs  arisug  finoi  the  putrefactive  fennentation  of 
TCfetable  matter ;  aa  epentioil  which,  in  this  region  of  the 
wotW,  is  incessantly  canying  on.   We  had  fidl  experience  of 
the  conveniencies  of  the  one  place  and  the  disadvantages  of 
the  other,  both  on  the  outward-bound  passage  and  on  our 
return,  to  induce  us  on  every  consideration  to  give  a  decidpfj 
preference  to  Athene  point  :  and  surely  the  delay  of  a  tew. 
days,  or  even  a  week,  in  u  voyage  of  such  long  duration,  is 
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an  object  of  siuall  iuiportaurc,  when  compared  veith  the 
lieulih»  the  mtetj-,  and  the  comibrt^  of  a  ship's  oNnpaiiy. 

In  no  other  [vdrt  ot  the  world  do  I  recollect  to  have  ob- 
served such  shoai»  oi"  sharks  as  are  constantly  prowling  near 
tJic  shore  at  Anjericy  attracted  no  doubt  by  the  otials  that 
float  th)wii  the  river  or  are  thrown  upon  the  l>each.  ^V  lien 
on  board  tiic  Uimlostan,  at  this  atichorage,  I  hooked  one  of 
these  voracious  auimab  from  Uie  stern  gallery,  in  doing 
which,  liowever,  I  had  a  very  nairow  escape  from,  being 
dragged  by  it  info  Ibcsea.  No  sooner  did  tbe  fish  foA  the 
liook  ia  lU  jaw  than,  plunging  tomirds  the  bottasn,  he  drew 
the  fine  to  ttp  fall  stretfch,  which,  being  entangled  in  the  nuU 
ii^  of  the  gallery,  swept  atvay  at  onco  a  gitat  part  of  the 
*  balustrade.  In  the  rapidity  with  whidit  the  rope  fan  out,  a 
roil  of  it  got  RMiiMl  my  am,  hut  jdA  as  I  was  feroed  among 
the  wi«ck,  the  ahaik,  by  darting  hiick  to  the  aui&ce»  sfack« 
*  ened  tile  rope  soflkiently  to  enabfe.iae  to  disengage  my  aim 
and  to  get  clear.  Gfeady  as  I  was  alarmed  at  this  accident, 
a  poor  Javanese  appisarad  to  be  still  more  so,  wlio  ha|>pcned 
at  that  moment  to  be  astern  of  the  ship,  paddling  his  canon 
with  a  load  of  fruit  and  Teget^bles.  His  apprehension  lest 
the  wounded  shark,  in  rolling  and  plunging  and  kshing  the 
water  with  its  fins  and  tail,  should  overturn  his  liitlc  skilV, 
M-hich  was  not  much  larger  than  the  animal  it.self,  his  exer- 
tions to  get  out  of  its  reach,  and  the  marks  ol"  terror  that 
were  visible  on  his  countenance,  struck  our  fellow  traveller, 
Alexander,  so  lincibly  that,  though  ol'  momentary  tluration, 
he  cauglit  with  ius  pencil  a  spniled  sketch ;  which,  liaving 
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Uie  merit  at  least  f)rbeinG:  a  true  representation  u!*a  Javanese 
canoe,  with  it>  |>ail<jic  and  h:jniboo  outrigser,  was  considered 
as  not  unwortiij  ut' being  pni  in  10  the  engravers  hands.  The 
shark  being  killed  with  a  harpoon,  was  then  hm&ted  upon 
deck  and  opened.  The  oonteats  of  its  itomadi  fimned  a 
mau  of  mch  ma^utude  and  variety  at  caa  acarodj  be  cod- 
inved.  It  comnled,  among  other  articles,  of  the  complete 
head  of  a  fiemale  boffidok  a  vhote  caU^  a  quaotity  of  eatnib 
and  of  bone8»  and  lai^e  IngpientB  of  the  upper  and  under 
dielb  of  a  considerable  aiaed  turtle.  Tha  length  of  the  ahark 
iras  ten  feet  ei|^t  inches. 

Tlie  Dutch  have  established  a  small  fort  at  Anjene  point, 
consisting  of  u  low  earthen  embankment,  surrounded  witli  a 
palisade  of  bamboo,  and  mounted  wnh  iialf  a  dozen  four- 
ponnder  guns,  some  of  them  witliout  earriages,  but  otliers 
preserved  apparently  with  so  much  caie  liom  the  weatlier  as 
to  be  surrounded  with  a  roof  of  thatdu  Tbe  whole  garrison 
was  composed  of  a  seijcant,  a  corporal,  and  six  privates; 
end  was  intended  as  a  protection  to  tibe  village  against  Malay 
imates,  and,  at  the  same  time,  as  a  poet  to  receive  and  con* 
vey  dispatches  or  tnteDigBooe  to  and  from  Batavia  acioas  tho 
eonntiy,  ^hen  any  of  didr  own  ships  or  those  of  an  enemy 
mdice  their  appearance  in  the  strait.  Ihis  little  fort, 
however  insigniiicant  in  itself,  was  nevertheless  not  wholly 
uninteresting  to  us,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  containing, 
within  the  palisade,  the  remains  of  the  late  Colonel  Cathcart, 
who  died  in  the  stniit  fif  Banea,  when  on  his  mission  as  Am- 
bassador from  tlie  K  iivi  of  Grrnt  Britain  to  the  Emperor  uf 
China.   The  oompamons  of  liis  voyage  erected  in  tliis  fort  a 
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wooden  nn>nuni«'.nt  to  his  dkmhoi  v  beann;;  a  suitaljJe  iuscrip- 
tion,  of  which,  being  ;t  perishable  matcriai,  liie  friends  and 
relatives  of  the  deceased  maj  not  be  dupleased  to  see  uu 
accurate  refMeseatatioii. 

On  enteringthe  stiait  we  in  with  an  Ixniiewaid-txMiiid 
Indiamaii,  whidi  had  left  at  Batavia  a  dttpatch  fiom  Clooay 
addressed  to  Lord  Macartney..  This  diamwhince^  added  to 
other  coD8ideratioii8»  made  it  expedient  for  the  aqaadroii  to 
proceed  thither  as  soon  as  we  diould  have  completed  the  ne« 
cessaiy  supply  of  wood,  water,  and  refreshments.  Nothnig 
could  possibly  be  more  delightful  than  the  short  passage  be- 
tween North  Island  and  "Batavia,  alonix  the  norllicrn  coast  of 
Java.  Thr  distance  is  about  ninety  miles;  the  sen  i'^  rarely 
rnffled  with  a  gust  of  wind,  but  is  smooth  as  the  siT|)entinc 
river  in  Hyde  Park  :  and  the  crowd  of  little  ishuuls  risiufi  out 
of  its  ^nrfacp  is  so  immensely  ffi^at,  that  wou  the  indefati- 
gable Duuli,  wlio  are  accustomed  to  deal  in  detail,  despair- 
ing in  this  instance  of  being  aUe  to  aasi^  to  each  a  distinct 
name,  have  given  to  the  whole  groupc  the  general  appdhb- ' 
tton  of  the  Thommid  Ishtub.  ^rery  one  of  these  ttumenXift 
i&km  is  completelj  clothed  with  an  unvaiying  tint  of  the 
more  hvelj  vevdoie ;  and  though  dieir  surfiioes  are  flat  and 
little  elevated  above  that  of  the  sea,  jet  the  taJl  trees  which 
grow  on  most  of  them  appear,  from  a  di|tance,  just  like  so 
many  fleets  of  ships.  Some  of  them  are  skirted  by  smooth 
sandy  beaches,  wliere  turtles  in  abundance  resort ;  but  on  • 
the  great<;r  part,  the  branches  and  the  roota  of  the  trees 
strike  into  tlie  ^t  water. 
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The  whole  groupe  of  the  Thousand  Islands^  and  indeed  Ihc 
greater  part  ot"  all  those  whose  surfaces  arc  flat  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  equator,  owe  tlieir  origin  to  the  labouri>  of 
that  order  of  marine  worms  which  limiueus  has  arraoged 
under  the  name  of  Zoophjta.  TlMie  litde  MiiBtalii  ia  amoat 
siirpriidDg  manner,  coostract  their  calcpreoiis  habitatioiis 
.  der  an  infinite  variety  of  forms,  yet  witit  that  order  and 
.  iiqpilarity,  each  after  itr  owh  mannar,  which,  to  the  minute 
inquirer,  is  so  disoeraiUe  in  every  ptat  of  the  cieation.  But 
although  the  eye  may  he  convinced  ef  ^  fact,  it  is  difficult 
far  the  human  nund  to  oooodmUie  poanhility  of  insects  so 
nnali  being  endued  with  the  power,  anch  less  of  being  for- 
nislied  in  thdr.own  bodies  with  the  materials,  of  ooostroctiug 
tlie  immense  fabrics  which,  in  almost  eveiy  part  of  the 
£asteni  and  Pacific  oceans  lying  between  the  tropics,  arc  met 
with  in  the  shape  of  del  ached  rocks,  or  reefs  of  gn»at  extent 
just  even  ^vith  tlic  surface,  or  i^land'^  aheady  clotlied  with 
plants,  whose  ba«es  are  fixed  at  Uie  bottom  of  tiie  sea 
several  hujidred  ffeet  in  depth,  where  hght  and  licat,  so 
vcrv  essential  to  animal  lilc,  if  not  rxchidrd.  are  spin  nuly 
rf  (  Lived  and  feebly  felt.  Thousands  oi  sui  Ji  1  cx-ks  and  rects 
and  islands  aic  known  to  exist  in  tiie  Kastern  t>ciaii,  within, 
ajid  even  beyond,  tlic  Uiniti  of  the  tiopics.  The  castera 
coast  of  «New  Holland  is  almoet  wholly  girt  witii  reeft  and 
iilands  of  coral, roclr,  rising  perpendicularly  finm  the  bottom 
of  the  abyss.  G^ptain  Kent  of  the  Bufialo^  speaking  of  a 
oonl  reef  of  many  miles  in  extent,  on  the  south-west  coast 
of  New  Caledcnia,  observes  that  U  is  level  with  the  water's 
edge,  and,  towaids  the  sea,  as  9ieep  fa  as  the  wall  of  a 
^  house;  that  he  sounded  iiequestLy  within  twice  the  ship's 
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*'  length  of  it  with  a  Une  of  one  hundred  and  tifty  fathoms, 
"  or  nine  hundred  feet,  without  hc'xutr  able  to  rrarh  th« 
*•  bottom."  How  ■wondert'ul,  liow  iuconceivahlc,  tliat  such 
stupendous  fabrics  shotild  ris(>  into  (^\isti:nco  from  the  silent, 
but  incessant  and  ahnost  imperceptible,  labours  of  such  imtig* 
uihcant  worms ! 

From  the  soft  and  leathcr-Uke  consistence  of  the  tubulated 
surfaces  of  the  coral  fabrics,  it  would  appear  that  as  the  old 
animalidie  and  Unif  cricnnrous  ceUi  become  rigid,  suooeedf 
ing  generatMMu  contiBue  liheir  opeiatiooa  on  the  upper  and 
ktenl  soifiuies,  each  aoooidiiig  to  ^  particular  fona  whidi 
nature  hat  prescribed ;  fivtiie  texture  and  ccMiatniclMm  of  the 
rocks  are  veiy  difinentindiffisMkt  parts  of  then  J  end  though  ] 
diejr  have  peoei^ed  the  jgeneial  dcnoBjipetioii  cf  oofal,  lew  of 
them  are  of  that  deioripliao  «faicht  fioB  Ihdr  ramificatioaB 
leaembliiig  the  loots  and  branches  of  trees,      the  ancient 
naturalbtB  to  oondudc  that  they  qiigbt  form  an  inter- 
mediate dass  of  organized  beings,  partaking  of  the  double 
nature  of  plants  and  animals.   It  it  true,  the  fragite  branches 
of  corals  and  corallines  being  easily  broken,  their  materials  I 
may,  by  some  process.  Ix;  cemented  together,  and  contribute  ! 
to  tho  formation  ol"  t)ie  amorphous  basps  of  mrnl  inlands  ;  hut 
the  gi  t  at  masses  of  rock  appear  to  be  coiniM  >s<  d  chidly  oi* 
madrepore^,  ccllipores,  and  tubiporcs.    In  order  to  ascertain 
•whether  the  central  part,  as  well  as  the  shore,  of  North 
Island  consisted  of  these  substances,  we  removed  the  soil, 
and  at  the  depth  of  al)onl  three  feet  found  large  blocks  of 
madrepores,  and  various  cellular  masses  of  calcareous  format 
tion ;  andt  amoog  other  articles,  we  dug  up  a  very  large  didl 
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©f  the  Chama  gigast  supposed  to  be  tiie  Ihi  iioI  species  of 
•hell-fish  that  exists  in  the  universe.  One  of  the  old  Dutch 
navi^itoi-s*  observes,  that  thirty  of  hi^  people  made  a.  very 
comfortable  supper  of  a  single  t  cm  i.K  .  lur  the  relation  of  wliicb 
it  may  readily  be  supposed  he  otKamed  very  little  credit. 
Tlie  gigantic  Chama,  which  was  the  Dutchman's  cockle,  is, 
however,  sufficiently  large  for  the  purpose ;  near  the  shores 
of  the  island  we  found  tereral  of  IIkm  shelis,  soine  of  wlncli 
could  not  be  of  less  wdght  ffaan  ftnir  hundred  potnidi  the 
pair. 

It  is  suflkientlj  lemarkable  that,  although  difierent  kinds 
of  what  aite  usually  caBed  corals  or  corallmes  are  found  on  the 
shores  of  the  Hfest  India  udands,  no  huge  masses  of  rock,  nor 
reefr,  nor  islands  wholly  composed  of  this  material,  have 
been  discovered.  A  procesn  of  creation,  carried  on  by  such 
minnte  and  hnperceptihle  gradation,  may  probably  require  a 
fox^e  ocean,  and  bcliableto  too  much  interruption  from  the 
hurricanes  of  the  Atlaiftic,  or  from  the  stream  which,  sweep- 
ing round  the  Cape  of  Gtx>d  Hope,  sets  with  rapidity  through 
the  jnilf  of  Mrxieo  and  beyond  the  Imiiks  of  Newfoundland. 
When  we  reHrrt,  however,  that  a  vevv  l;ii'j;e  pmportioii  of 
tin  iiinltitiule  oi^slands  which  are  found  he'wceii  tlir  Iropics, 
in  tiie ojijx/site  lieim  ;  !  1  )inve  In^en  created  !)v  tin-  iiienT!r«!t 
and  most  insisiiitieaiil  *<i  HUiiii;i  1  <  d  beit»2's,  so  very  insigaili- 
cant  iiideetl  ilial  inony  of  the  specie^  lune  not  vet  been  dis- 
covered by  man,  it  is  impobiiiblc,"  as  Sir  George  Staunton 
\m  well  observed,    not  to  be  struck  with  the  diversified 

-operations  of  nature  for  <dilaiaiag  the  same  end,  whedmr 

•     employed  in  ori|(bia]ly  laxag  the  gnnitie  foundatifm  of  tiie 
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"  Brazils ;  or  in  throwing  up,  by  some  snddeii  and  subse- 
quent  convulsion,  the  island  of  Amsterdam ;  or  in  con- 
tinuing  to  this  hour,  through  the  means  of  animated  beiug^,^ 
the  fonnation  of  new  islands  in  the  strait  of  Sunda," 

Hie  munber.and  the  magnitude  of  tfaoae  wondeiiul  fiibtic^ 
diBpcned  over  the  Eftifem  ocean,  and  dail/  inoeasing  in 
balk  and  extend  fiimidi  no  weak  tuppofC  to  that  theofy 
wluchsappoies.all  maiUet,  limettones,  and  every  species  of 
calcareous  rodCf  to  have  been  the  production  of  animated 
beings ;  a  theory  that  is  rendered  still  move  plausible  from  the 
myriads  of  minute  shells  found  in  many  of  them*  and  of 
which  some  of  the  moit  beautiful  of  the  marbles  aie  almost 
wboll/  composed. 

It  cannot  escape  observation  that  no  sooner  ha\  c  the  points 
of  the  coral  rocks  reached  the  surface,  so  as  to  form  a  barrier 
for  the  accretion  of  adventitious  matter  floating  on  the  waves, 
and  by  its  accuiiiuiiition  rise  into  an  i-lct,  than  the  seeds  of 
the  vegetable  world  burst  into  life  :  foi  nil  the  islands  of  coral 
formation,'  perhaps  without  a  single  exception,  are  covered 
with  plants.  If  then  it  really  be  the  fact  that  new  iblaiiU^  are 
tintt  oontiniially  forming,  we  shall  be  borne  out  in  the  cou- 
duBioQ  that  a  combination  of  amnnl  and  oJcareous  matter 
it  more  fimmiable  to  the  pnkhusMon  9^  growth  of  vegetables 
tiiaa  tliB  materials  of  wch  newlj  created  islands  as  om 
tiieir  to  snbtenaneons  Snih    It  would  be  inoon* 

aistent  to  suppose  fhat»  wlieie  new  smfiwes  aie  contimially 
arising  and  yet  no  nakedness  appears,  the  same  slow  pvogtess 
had  gradually  taken  place  from  the  humble  and  aknost  un* 
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denized  lichen  to  the  tall  tree  of  the  forest,  which  is  con- 
sidered to  be  the  ordinaiy  and  gmduai  pEOooK  of  vegetatioa 
in  Yolcaoic  ootmtiie*. 

In  no  port  nor  harbour,  since  oui  Jcparture  from  Ports- 
iiioutli,  had  we  met  m  ith  so  great  a  number  of  shipping  as 
were  collected  in  the  ba^  of  liatavia.  Large  Dutch  ludia- 
men>  mostly  dismantled  for  want  uf  men  ;  KngUsh  trading 
vewdB  fipom  Bengal,  Madras,  and  Bombay ;  imniemft  Ghineae 
juniESt  wlioae  nogMlar  fimns  teomed  to  bespeak  an  aktiquitj 
88  ranote  as  tint  of  Noah's  eik ;  Malay  pfoai,  end  Javanese 
caooess  wkh  thiee  or  fcor  French  sh^  caaying  ioto  tlie 
Eastiero  wld,  in  addition  to  the  natural  pvodnda  of  tlieir 
countiy,  Uie  monstnMis  docbines  of  the  B^^its  of  Man»  ireie 
promiscuously  liding  at  anchor  in  ^  toad  of  Batavia.  The 
practical  part  of  these  novel  doctrines  was  griewrasly  oom> 
plained  of  by  the  officers  of  one  of  the  Prench  ships.  The 
crevr,  it  seems,  had  one  day  taken  it  into  their  heads  tliat^ 
by  virtue  of  the  sacred  and  inalienable  piijiciplie  of  all  men 
being  equal,  they  had  a  right  to  enjoy  as  good  a  dinner  as 
their  officers,  no  matter  who  should  pa  v  tor  it ;  and  accord- 
ingly, having  followed  the  di«hes  into  tiit;  cabin,  tiiey  seated 
themselves  nt  table,  inviting,  hi  tlie  most  oblieing  manner, 
the  Captain  and  otiu  r  ofiicers  to  partake  of  then  own  diniier 
with  them,  'i'hesc  gentlemen,  however,  finding  tiieir  autho> 
rity  and  their  property  at  stake,  thought  u  jirudent  to  make 
application  to  the  govcrnmcut  of  Batavia  for  a  few  German 
troops  to  instruct  their  crew  in  the  rights  of  discipline,  and 
io  the  duties  of  obedience  and  subordination. 
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The  bay  rrt*  Butiivia  is  circnmscril>cd  on  the  ^>outli  by  the 
(Toast  of  Juva,  and  bv  fifteen  or  sixteen  small  i»iandH  inter- 
spersed in  every  direction  from  the  e;ist  rouiul  by  the  north 
to  the  west.  Its  capaeity  is  perhaps  sutrieirntly  great- to 
contain  the  whole  r\9xy  of  Knulaiul  ;  it  is  pcifeetlv  secure  at 
all  :>easi>us,  and  the  water  is  larely  dibturbcd  in  aiiv  violent 
degree  by  the  winds.  The  pi*incijml  islands  that  sun-ound  it 
are  those  vhkih  bear  tike  names  of  Oinci#,  yumertnU  Kuiper, 
aad  Edam»  On  die  fint  Jsttfae  naitiJ  anenal,  stofeJioiiaM, 
saw^niilii,  andvoik-^lMipsof  theartifiom^ .  Itiaencompwed 
with  batteries,  4  JUur  demt,  whicb,  howefer,  afiMd  oiilj  a 
feeble  pFotectioii  to  thfrisland,  and  none  to  tike  shijpping  in 
the  bay,  nor  indeed  to  any  of  the  passages  leading  into  it 
On  Pm-jNcreal,  wbick  appcavs  to  be  a?efy  pleasant  island,  is 
tdfeuated  an  extensive  natal  hospilaL 

■ 

The  cfiast  of  Java,  on  this  side  of  the  island,  is  so  very  flat* 
ttnd  so  thickly  covered  with  tamarind,  Gocoanut,  canary,  and  a 
variety  of  other  treen,  tliat  no  jwrt  of  the  city  of  Batavia,  except 
the  cupola  of  the  great  church,  is  visiWo  from  tlie  ships  in  the 
bav,  nlthnniih  the  distance  is  little  nioR'tlian  an  Enjrlish  mile. 
The  j^rt'ut  plain  on  irhi<'li  this  v\\y  slanrh  see^ns  indeed  to  be 
wf  alluvions  pioductimi.  and  appears  to  In-  f'\t(  luUivj;  in  siieb 
rapid  prourosion  lliat,  with  the  assistance  of  » lie  coral-inakini^ 
inseet>,  it  may  not  rcipiiK:  the  lapse  of  many  centnries  ticii»rc 
the  w  hole  bay,  together  with  the  swecj)  i-f  islamis  that  on- 
eompass  it,  will  become  united  with  the  Java  eonlnieat. 
The  uioutb  of  the  rivoF,  which  empties  its  waters  into  the 
bay,  bas  obviously  trai-elled  dowmrards  more  than-  a  ban- 
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dred  yards  in  the  short  space  of  time  which  the  Dutch  have 
heki  the  tettiemait.  To  prevent  inundations,  and  to  keep  • 
open  a  free  commnnication  with  the  bay,  they  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  nni  out  two  stono  pirrs  fire  hundred  yards  in 
lenjs;th  ;  and  the  Irmd  has  now  advant  ed  nearly  to  their  ex- 
treme points ;  so  that  it  may  at^in  expedient,  before  the 
expiriftion  of  baJf  a  century  to  come,  to  extend  the  work  still 
ferthri  into  tlic  Imy.  The  JVater  Cmtle  with  its  lour  ha!^ 
tious,  so  called  from  its  being  once  insulated,  has  lon!^'  l)een 
left  on  the  western  bank  of  the  river,  in  seanu-ii's  lanijuage, 
hiirh  and  dry  :  where,  liowever.  it  still  apjx;ars  to  no  less 
useful  than  betbre,  as  a  wovk  of  defence  to  the  entranee  of 
the  river. 

I&niakmgdKMoe  of  the  preaentateof  the  dtj  of  Batam, 
tiie  pvedilectioa  of  the  Dutch  for  s  knr  swampy  sitoAtMm 
endemly  got  the  better  of  diear  prodence;  and  the  fiital  con- 
aeqaBBoel  that  have  iiifariaUj  attended  tibia  choice,  fiom  its 
Soak  oAaUidnaait  to  the  piesent  period,  irrefragably  demon- 
strated by  the  many  thousands  wlw  have-  £cUen  a  fo 
it,  have  nevertheless  been  hitherto  unavailing  to  induce  the 
government  cither  aJtogether  to  abandon  the  spot  for  anoAer 
more  healthy,  or  to  remove  tite  local  and  immediate  causes 
of  a  more  than  ordinary  mortality.  Never  were  national  pre- 
judiees  and  national  taste  so  injudieionsly  rni.sap[))i<"d.  a$  iA 
the  attempt  to  assimilate  those  of  IloUaiid  to  the  cliuiate  and 
the  soil  of  Bata\  ia.  Yet  sueh  has  licen  the  aim  of  the  set- 
tiers,  which  they  have  ciulciivoured  to  aceoni))!ish  with  iade- 
futigai)le  industery.    An  extended  plain  of  rich  alluvions  limd, 
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with  a  copious  river  serpcntizin<4  tin  jugh  it,  in  a  bliviiin  *>f  so* 
e»sy  and  gentle  n  cunru^  thuf  tiic  water  with  gieat  Ikcility 
ua^  capable  ol'  bein<;  «  uu(luctQd  at  pleasure  ;   a  tract  of 
couulry  holding  out  such  easy  means  of  being  iutcrsectcd  by 
canals  and  ditches,  and  Embellished  with  fish  ponds-;  of  being 
converted  into  gardens  and  viilas,.  wliere  diraw>bridgei  for 
ornanient  and  treksthuyU  for  pleasure  and  conveuknce  could 
be  adopted,  presentecl  temptations  too  atroag  for  Dutch  taste 
to  Ksist   Notliing,  however,  can  poHiUy  be  more  gratify- 
ing to  the  eye  tluin  the  general  appeoanoe  of  the  oovntiy 
whidi  suiTOimds  Batavia.  Hcie  no  addtty,  no  sterility,  no 
natedneas  even  partially  iatanana  between  the  plantatione 
of  ool^  •iigv»  pei^per,  lioe,  and  other  valuabie  prodoctt, 
which  are  enclosed  aad  divided  by  trees  of  the  choicest 
fruits.   la  ^  immediata  vi^inilj  of  the  dty,  the  eaEtaaave 
gardens  of  the  Dutch,  emfaeOished  with  villas  in  the  Oriental 
style,  furnished  with  every  convenience  that  a  luxurious  and 
voluptuous  taste  can  suggest,  are  chaiming  to  behold  iram « 
httle  distance,  but  do  not  improve  by  a  nearer  acquaintance. 
Tiie  vitiated  taste  of  Holland,  delis^hting  in  straight  avenues, 
trimmed  hedges,  myrtles  and  father  cvrnjrecns  cut  into  the 
walls  of  Trotft  and  flnv.  (  r-bedsi  laid  out  m  cu'clcs,  scjuarcs, 
and  jxjlygons,  are  no  lr<s  otl'eiilive  to  the  rye  than  the  nu- 
merous ditches  and  fibh-jjonds,  I'rom  their  steacii  and  exhala- 
tions, are  injurious  to  the  health,  besides  being  the  nurseries 
ut  an  innumerable  host  of  frogs  and  mosquitoes. 

In  carrying  into  eaecutkm  llie  plan  -ot  their  new  city,  the 
fint  opeiatian  of  the  Dutch  was  to  divide  the  river  into  two 
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branches,  in  such  manner  as  to  insulate  a  quatlrungiilar  spiicc 
of  ground  ;  and  just  witlnn  these  new  channels,  which  sci  verl 
as  a  wet  ditcli,  to  erect  a  wall  of  the  hH«^ht  of  aliout  twenty 
fijct,  chiefly  of  coral  rock.  'J'liis  wall  tlicy  rianknl  with 
twenty  redoubts  or  inegular  projections,  sojne  of  Lhcin  iiKnint- 
ing  three  guns,  some  two,  and  others  none.  Four  great 
gates,  witli  as  uiany  draw-bridges,  communicated  with  tiio 
four  suburbs.  Hie  citadd  or  die  caatle  111181168  on  die  nortfa 
fliddt  ortbat  nest  to  the  ba^r,  nidiottl  the  waOt  of  tbe  cHy, 
being  snmrnnded  with  ite  own  wall  from  twentj-five  to  thirty 
ftet  hig^ ;  and  its  Ibur  bastions,  to  denote  the  weallli  an4 
magniiirwice  of  tbe  aeCdbnent,  bear  tbe  splendid  namesiof 
die  Diainond,  tbe  Peai],  the  Sapphire,  and  the  Rubyr  dieir 
materials,  however,  like  those  ct  die  city  wall,  are  daeflj 
composed  of  calcareoas  coial  rock.  Hie  government  bouse, 
a  neat  ebapd,  and  nearly  all  the  public  offices,  are  widiin  the 
cndosore  of  the  casde.  The  difTensnt  canals  that  sunonnd 
and  intersect  the  town,  uniting  just  below  the  citadel,  form  a 
wide  navigable  river  that  flows  in  a  gentle  current  into  tbe 
bey.  Across  this  river  i«s  thrown  a  wooden  tx)om,  a  little  Ije- 
low  the  cHstle,  and  opposite  to  the  enstom-house  ;  imd  ;it  a 
short  distance  faiLher  down,  on  Ihe  wrsf  si<lr,  is  the  Imo  Ibrt, 
mountiac;  seven  or  eight  guns,  ail  ponituiL;;  down  the  river. 
On  the  opposite  01  eastern  side  tliere  is  also  a  iiattery  as  well 
as  an  extensive  line,  flanketl  with  several  re<loubts,  lii tended  to 
cover  the  various  magazines  and  stores,  the  gunpowder  mills, 
saw-mills,  timber-yard,  foundery  for  casting  cannon,  with  all 
the  work-shops  of  the  difiEbent  artificers  belonging  to  this  once 
splendid  estabhsfament. 


Uigiiized  by  Google 


,74  THE  IStAND  OP  JAVA. 

A\]  iIm  m  works  iiiive  evidcatly  beeu  planned  witli  the  viei^ 
rather  ot  keeping  the  natives  in  awe,  than  as  a(l«"(]uatc  de- 
fences 9|;aimt  the  attack  of  Kuiupeau  troops.  Thu  best 
defence,  iudecd,  whicii  may  be  reckoned  upon  against  sudi 
an  enemy,  is  that  wbidi  the  nmigM  of  tins  dealmdiTe  dimto 
woald  alooost  iimnediatelj  occasion  among  unseaaoned  tioopa ; 
and  it  ia  to  be  hoped  that  tbb  conndeialioii  will  alwajw 
Qfieiato  with  the  BsttiBh  gorerament  as  a  sufficieat  leasoo  fiir 
iKvt  attemptiiig  to  wiest  at  out  of  the  haikda  of  the  Duteh.. 
For  aa  the  diippii^  may  at  any  time  be  iakeo  out  of  the  bay 
l^y  8  superior  naval  kim^  4^r  possesskni  of  th|B  tomi  99A 
gairisoB  caimot  be  of  material  iojoiy  to  the  intensts  of  Great 
Britain,  provided  wa  baV^  a  strong  and  acliye  squadion  in 
libe  Iindian  seas. 

Batavia,  though  n/ot  of  an  extraorduiaiy  sh^  nor  embel- 
lished with  buildings  that  are  worthy  of  particular  notice  foe 
elegance  of  design  or  magnificence  of  di?>iensioas,  may  neter- 
tlieless  be  considered  to  rank  among  tlic  neatest  and  the 
handsomest  cities  in  tiie  world.  The  ground  plan  is  in  the 
shape  of  a  parallelogram,  wiioac  length  from  iioi  ih  to  souf  b  \a 
4200  feet,  and  breadth  dOQO  feet.  The  strt ,  u  are  laul  out 
iQ  strait:])*  lines,  and  cross  each  other  at  ngiit  suigles.  Each 
street  has  iis>  cuiud  in  tlie  iiuclclle,  cased  Avith  stone  wal^ 
svhich  rise  into  a  low  jmapet  on  the  two  margins.  At  the  dis- 
tance of  six  feet  from  this  parapet  waU  is  a  row  of  evergreen 
trees,  under  the  shade  of  trhidi.  on  tbb  intOMMdiale  space* 
are  eredfed  little  open  pavilions  of  \pood^  wnwmded  witb 
seats,  where  the  Dotch  part  of  the  iiMNiiiits  smofce  dieii 
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pipes  and  driiik  their  beer  in  the  rool  oi'  the  ex'enmff.  Bo- 
youd  tlie  trees  is  a  gravelled  road  iVoiii  thirty  to  sixtv  fret  in 
width,  t(M-iiuaated  also  on  the  oppusife  sitlc  liy  a  second  row 
of  cvergieens.  This  road  is  appropiiatctl  tor  the  use  of  car- 
riages, horses,  cattle,  and,  as  particularly  pointed  out  by 
proclamation,  for  all  shvet,  who  are  strictly  prohibited  from 
walking  on  die  flagged  canseway  in  IhiDt  of  the  iMiuaes,  as 
tfaiqr  are  tHao  fivmi  wearing  stockings  and  shoes,  in  ofder  tirnt 
their  naked  feet  may  be  die  means  of  making  their  oondition 
notorious,  llufl  irottcir  or  footwaj  is  at  least  six  feet  wide ;  and 
as  the  hreaddi  of  tie  canals  is  generalfy  the  same  as  that  of 
the  carnage  Toad,  the  whole  width  of  the  Batavian  streets  may 
be  oonsldeffed  to  run  from  114  to  304  feet  ;  and  the  city  i^ 
sud  to  contain  twenty  of  such  streets,  li^th  canals  in  the 
middle*  over  which  diey  reckon  about  ihirty  stone  bridges. 
Hie  trees  thait  ^bdUsh  the  streets  nre  of  diiferAit  kinds,  tint 
Ae  most  common  are  two  spccieii  of  O/AV cnllecf  by 
boCsnists  the  Inaphijllum^  and  the  Calalm,  the  Canarium  Com- 
mune,  or  canary-nut  tree,  the  Gutttarda  Spcciosa,  with  its 
odoriferous  flowers,  and  tlie  free,  elegant,  and  spreading 
tmnarind  tfce.  * « 

In  the  style  and  architectun-  c  f  the  pubHc  buildings  there 
«;  litth-  to  praise  and  much  to  c  iKicmi!.  The  Dutch,  both 
at  iionic  and  abroad,  have  lulheilo  resisted,  with  an  obstinacy 
which  indeed  on  most  occasions  intluetices  the  conduct  of 
this  nation,  the  iutroductiun  oi  tLc  Greek  aiiil  lioiuan  niuJeis 
of  arehitartiujfe.  The  laige  octagon  church  is  considered  by 
the  ioliabitaats  as  a  master-piece  of  elegance  in  itsf  design, 
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and  of  neatness  in  the  execution  ;  and  is  carefully  pointed  out 
to  tlic  notice  of  visitors.    The  annexed  engraving  will  enable 
tlic  reader,  in  some  nicasurc,  to  lonn  a  judgment  iiow  lar  its 
merits  arc  conespondent  to  the  high  notions  tiiej  bestow  on 
it.    The  inside,  however,  is  fitted  up  with  qreat  neatness, 
and  a  magnificent  and  hue-toned  organ  occupu eompletely 
a  side  of  the  octagon.    The  pulpit  of  teak  wood  is  a  la- 
borious piece  of  workmanship,  w  liich  is  executed  in  a  good 
style  of  carving.    The  expence  of  finishing  this  clmrch  is 
calculated  to  have  amounted  to  eighty  thousand  pounds. 
The  other  public  bu3ding»  oonwt  ta  a  Luthmmn  and  a 
Portugueze  diurch,  a  Mahomedan  moBque  and  a  Chineae 
temple:   Uie  stadt-hoiue*  the  sf>iii-hoiue»  the  infiimaijt 
the  chamber  of  orphans,  and  some  other  uuttttttions  d 
'  inferior  note ;  beside  a  very  coaveatent  and  extensive  maifcet 
for  butdien'  meat»  poullij,  fish,  gnun  and  vqi^tables. 
The  private  hooses  of  the  inhabitants,  and  particulaily  of 
Chose  in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company*  we  gene- ' 
rally  of  great  dimensions ;  the  rooms  iire  lofty,  the  doCMfs  and 
windows  laige.    Most  of  the  wood  work  atMl  the  furniture 
within  are  painted  of  a  light  chocolate  lm>wn,  and  all  the 
mouldings  are  gilt.    The  ground  floors  arc  flagged  with 
smooth  blue  stones  or  square  brown  tiles  which,  being  fre- 
quently washed  in  the  course  of  the  day,  communicate  a 
letehing  and  an  agreeable  coolness  to  the  bwer  apartments. 

From  a  register  that  is  kept  of  the  taxable  dwelluig 
houses  in  the  city  and  suburbs  of  ^tavia,  it  appears  that 
there  are  7 
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'  Houses. 

WitluD  the  waSfl        •        •        ,         •  1993 

In  the  south  suburbt        •»        -        «        •  506 

In  Ihe  lubitrtM  near  the  Rotterdam  g»le  >  -  73S 
In  the  mbiiriw  near  tiie  Utrecht  gate,  chielij  iwhahif^wl 

bj  Javanete  and  fiee  Malays        -        <•     -  76O 

In  ^  Cbuicae  town  on  the  wdtem  mde     -     -  1S77 

Ifaiuiiig  m  the  whole  5S70 


Wfaidi,  together  with  the  viUaget  and  villas  wiiliin  a  ciiciiit 
of  ten  miles  round  Batavia,  oootaui  a  population  of  about 
11^000  souls,  oonsisting  of 

East  India  Company's  servants  of  ereiy  desdijK 


tion  800,  and  with  their  families  -        -  S^SOD 

Burghers  01;  £we  citijKDS  1138,  and  with  their 

f'nniilies  _  -  .  ♦  -  5,6(50 

Javanese  and  tree  Malays  -  63,000 

Chinese  -  -      -         -        -      -  22,000 

Slaves  -         -         .   ,       -  -  17,000 


Total  115,960 


But  the  total  population  within  the  extent  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Batavia  is  reckoned  at  150,000  souls ;  that  of  all  the 
otiber  Dnteh  settlements  on  Jara  coHectiTely  at  930,000; 
and  the  whole  idand,  which,  howeTer»  is  little  bettw 
than  a  guc^s,  at  2,000,000. 

A  A 
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The  mortality  of  iluiopeans  in  Batavia  »  far  beyond  what 
is  ivuowu  in  -uny  otlier  settlement,  exceeding,  ia  the  best  of  ' 
tiroes,  that  in  the  most  fatal  of      Vfent  India  tskuMlak  Of 
penons  newly  arrived  the  usual  calculation  ia  that  three  in 
five  will  die' the  first  year ;  and»  of  the  remaining  survivony  the 
mOTtality  is  never  considered  tabe  less  than  from  nine-to  tweFve 
in  the  hundred,  which  is  the  usual  propoition  of  seasoned  Euro- 
peans, exclusive  of  infants.  Among  these,  likewise,  are  iK»t  in^ 
eluded  either  troops  or  seamen.  The  havock  which  this  perni- 
cious climate,addcd  to  t  heir  debauctieries  and  irregular  conduct, 
occasion  among  these  thonghtless  people,  is  truly  deplorable. 
'Hie  register  of  deaths  in  the  military  hospital  in  69  years 
amounted  to  78,000  persons,  or  1S58  every  year;  and  as  the  : 
cifttablishmcnt  oi"  European  troops  seldom  exceeded  ]  jOO,  and  i 
waH  geneniHy  less  than  half  that  number,  it  may  fairly  be  con-  ' 
rhi<l<  (l  that  every  soldier  who  has  lieen  scjit  out  to  Batavia  has 
peri  lled  ihcrt*,  which  is  I  believe  literally  the  liict.  in  1701  a 
(If  tarliinent  ot  truojis,  hired  by  the  Dutch  from  the  Duke  of 
U  iiUMiiiierir,  wns  sent  t'lom  the  Cape  oI'CmxkI  Hope  to  thisp]«re, 
contrary  to  ihc  express  terms  on  which  they  agreed  to  cuter.  It 
i  otis'istcd  of  »ix  officers  and  270  men.  ITie  following  year  five  of 
the  officers  and  150  privates  had  fiillen  a  sacrifice  to  the  climute. 
The  condition  of  a  German  soldier,  thus  lent  out  by  his  iner> 
oenary  master  to  fight  the  battle^  of  a  foreign  power  m  the 
most  destmclive  of  all  climates,  is  equally  deplorable  with 
that  of  a  negn  slave ;  and  the  petty  princes  who  raise  a  n- 
Tenue,  for  the  support  of  their  splendour,  by  such  unwar- 
rantable and  inhuman  means,  deserve  to  be  considered,  in 
this  respect,  in  a  point  of  view  not  more  favontfable  than  the 
common  traffickers  in  negro  slaves. 
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Bat  the  great  mortality  of  Europeans  in  Batavia  is  b}-  no 
means  confined  to  the  troops  and  the  seafneu.  An  extras 
ordinary  instance  of  the  tatal  edicts  of  the  rlimatc,  even 
among  the  seasoned  Europeans,  is  related  by  Mr.  Tliunberg. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1775,  he  dined  at  the  table  of 
his  friend  Dr.  Hotfman,  in  rDinpany  with  thirteen  persons, 
all  of  whotn,  on  his  return  from  Japan  in  the  month  of  January 
1777,  had  paid  the  debt  of  nature,  exctopt  the  doctor  and 
himself.  I  heard  a  young  lady  say  that,  iu  the  course  of  tea 
months  after  their  amval,  out  of  eleven  persons  of  which  her 
fiunily  ooimflted,  her  fiither,  lm>tiher,  and  six  sisten  had  lalleii 
a  sacrifice  to  the  noadous  air  of  Batavia  IVe  had  indeed,  in  our 
own  instance,  a  fiital  proof  of  the  malignancy  of  this  dunate. 
Notwithstanding  every  precautioii  that  was  taken  for  pie- 
serving  the  heahh  of  the  ciew,  a  dysentery  accompanied  with 
^hoos  fever  was  here  Imnight  on  board,  which  oontinued  with 
more  or  less  severity  during  die  remaining  part  of  the  voyage. 
We  had  not  lost  a  man  on  our  arrival  at  this  place,  but  fitun 
hence  to  the  end  of  the  voyage  tii^re  died  not  fewer  than 
iWy  men* 

Of  the  115,960  inhabitants  of  Batavia  and  its  neighbour- 
hood  the  mortality  is  rarely  less  lhaa  4000  souls.  The  account 
is  proliably  not  kept  with  much  accuracy,  but  the  following 
numbfen  of  the  seveial  classes  of  inhabitants  may  be  coiisi> 
dered  as  pretty  neaily  the  truth. 


Natives  and  Malays        -     -      1485    2^ 

leaves        -        -         -        132(5    71 


Dutch,  half>cast  and  &milies 
Chinese 


796  Hbetng  9  per  cent. 
l€9   3^. 


Deaths  in  one  year 

A  A  S 


4376  m  115,960 
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Exclusive  of  tbe  inilitarv,  seamen,  and  slave  cliildren 
who  are  not  registered.  So  that  the  fllects  ol"  ilui  di- 
male,  or,  perhaps  more  strictly  ^peakirn^,  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  different  descriptions  of  people  live  in 
tliiii  chmate,  arc  most  destructive  to  tlie  European  scttkrs 
and  their  families,  and  to  their  slaves — to  tliose  who  are 
most  intemperate  in  their  living,  and  to  those  who  are  at 
the  complete  mercy  of  the  intemperate.  The  d^ree  of  befit 
»  not,  indeed,  by  any  ineMW  so  higli  M  nug^t  be  expected 
in  a  large  tract  of  land  so  Ktde  lemoved  fiom  under  thus 
equinoctial  Itne»  and  in  a  portion  of  it  sA  a  consideiaUe  dis^ 
tanoe  fixun  mountains  or  l^gh  grounds.  Hie  usual  tempera* 
tore,  in  the  middle  of  the  day»  is  from  84*  to  86*;  hutit 
fluctuates  from  76»  to  96^.  During  night  the  thermometer  sel^ 
dom  sinks  below7S*»  or  rises  higher  than  76".  Itisnot,tbeie> 
foKf  the  freat  heat  to  which  must  be  ascribed  the  deslaructive 
effiK:ts  to  the  humnn  race,  so  much  as  otlier  circumstancea 
connected  with  tiie  local  situation  and  the  impnideiDt  "mnner 
of  living.  Butavia  is  built  on  the  midst  of  a  swampy  plain, 
out  of  which  is  constantly  engendered  a  foul  and  contami> 
Tinted  alniospliere,  stagnating  oyer  it  in  calm  weather,  and 
circulating  through  it  from  whntevrr  qviartor  the  wind  may 
hajipen  to  blow.  On  that  side  of  tlie  city  which  is  inland 
tlie  industrious  Chinese  carry  on  their  various  manufactures, 
such  as  tanning  leather,  burning  shells  info  lime,  baking 
cavilien  ware,  boiling  sugar,  and  distilling  aiia<k.  Their 
rice  grounds,  tlieir  sugar  plantations,  and  their  gardens  weU 
stocked  mth  aU  kinds  of  v^tables,  surround  the  citjr.  In 
these  gardens,  as  in  their  own  countiy,  they  sink  boge  tubs 
or  earthen  vessels,  into  which  are  collected  all  sorts  of  animal 
and  vegetable  matter,  to  be  converted  bj  putrefactive  fer- 
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mentation  into  manure.  Nor  do  tlic  sea  brce/es,  wUich  iu 
uuwt  of  the  tropical  situations  arc  cool  auj  rolrcsliing,  aflbrd 
tmy  relief  to  Batavla.  It  is  true  they  set  in  pretty  regul  r  i  y 
about  ten  in  the  roomiuji,  aiui  <  uuiinue  till  luur  or  five  iu  the 
afternoon ;  and  the  laud  breeze  comes  from  the  mountains 
towards  nine  or  ten  in  tlie  evening,  continuing  at  intervals  till 
daj*br«ak:  but,  «»  I  btae  aboulj  obierved»  both  the  one 
and  liie  ofber,  in  passing  over  the  intenoediate  tnanhy 
graond,  nt  equally  impregnated  wkk  contagions  vapouiB. 
Hie  ditches  mtUn  the  city,  aie  many  oS  them  itagnaot,  and 
hlH^ly  ofleiisiFe ;  and  the  Dutch  have  die  impiudeat  cnstoni 
«f  burying  their  dead  not  only  widun  the  dty  valls  but  ako 
fa  die  dnirdbei.  It  is  not,  tfaerefiae,  ia  the  kast  Biuiniiiig 
that  diseases  of  a  fetal  natme  should  pverail  in  such  a 
oountry.  The  most  oommon  of  these  axe  dysenteries  and 
fntrid  and  faiftunmatory  fevers,  which  in  the  course  of  a  very 
few  days,  and  sonetiiues  in  a  few  hours,  prove  fatal ;  or  they 
terminate  in  a  nguhr  intermittent,  wliich,  settling  in  a 
quotidian  or  tertian  ague,  is  afterwards  with  difficuK^  got 
rid  of.  The  predisposition  of  the  body  for  disease  is  such, 
that  very  slight  wounds  are-  frequently  attended  with  gangrene 
or  lock-jaw.  Very  tew  survive  the  age  which  is  considered  ia 
Europe  as  the  middle  point  of  life. 

Hie  usual  way  of  di\idiii2  the  year,  as  in  most  tropical 
climates,  is  into  the  rainy  and  the  dry  reasons,  the  iirst  set- 
ting in  about  November  and  continuing  through  April ;  but 
the  Dutch,  absurdly  enough,  both  in  speaking  and  uniting, 
gpve  names  to  Ihe  months  as  having  some  fefereoee  to  liieir 
fifodnctioBB,  or  ether  circumstances  which  distingdsb  tfiem»-  in 
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Europe :  thus,  thrv  have  t[i  r  //  mouik^  iheir  ff  ine  month y 
tlieir  Flower  monf/i  :  and.  nn! k  k  ly  for  their  nomcnrlaturo, 
as  used  in  this  place,  their  U  init  r  month  happens  when  the  sun 
is  nearly  vertical.  Who  Avould  have  suspected  that  the 
Bt  uimii  Cy  the  Gt  i  ininai,  the  Fioreal,  and  almost  the  whole  ot 
the  French  republican  caleodar,  woe  ftolen  fiom  tiietr  Dutch 
ftiendsy  who  hare  been  in  the  constant  uae  of  it  Ar  oen- 
ttmea  past  ?  It  is  doubtful  if  (he  Fiench  will  vetain  itio  long, 
and  vhetber,  in  their  thirst  for  noveltjr,  thej  nu^  not  pto- 
pose  to  oompUment  the  piesent  august  familj  on  the  throne 
by^  a  transfer  of  their  names  to  the  calendar  months,  or,  which 
would  be  more  oonyenient  fiar  themselves  and  the  rest  of 
Ettrope»  remt  to  the  old  ones  which  have  stood  the  test  ^ 
somaajages. 

It  has  been  ohserred  that  metab  and  other  valuable  pro- 
ductions of  the  mineral  kingdom  are  usually  found  in  the 
greatest  abundance  under  poor  and  barren  soils.  Admitting 
the  converse  of  this  observation  to  be  true,  the  surfae«;  of  the 
island  of  Java,  covered  with  a  fertile  soil  and  clothed  with  a 
redundant  vegetation,  holds  out  little  encouragpment  for  the 
researchcii  of  the  mineralogist,  llicre  are,  it  is  true,  high 
and  naked  mountains  in  the  central  paits  of  the  island, 
whose  summits  arc  occasionally  wrapt  in  snow,  and  some- 
times involved  in  the  smoke  of  volcanic  fires;  but  little  is 
known  of  their  stmcture  and  materials.  Various  eruptioBs 
are  said  to  have  happened  since  the  Dutch  first  settled  on  the* 
island,  and  slight  shocks  of  earthquakes  have  firequen^j 
been  felt;  and  in  several  phwxs  near  the  feet  of  the  moun- 
tains are  theiinal  sprii^  whose  waters  are  impregnated  wkh 
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iron.  Bcvond  these  facts  little  it'  anv  thin.:  is  known  to  tlie 
Dutch.  The  soil  of  the  island  may  genemily  be  ronsidorfd 
ns  pure  vegetable  moukl,  restin<j  on  rhiy,  or  argillaceous  irua 
stone,  or  coarse  linie-stonc  of  a  loose  aTul  ))()n)us  textm'c,  the 
remains,  perhaps,  of  corn]  rocks  cruini)lcu  into  amorphous 
masses  by  the  all-<iestroyu»g  hand  of  time.  The  northern 
coast  is  almost  wholly  girt  by  coral  falirics. 

Itaie  aie  aot>  piobaUj,  humi j  spots  oa.  tbe  g^olie  vhlch, 
on  the  same  •pBoe-,  cm  boost  d  so  rich  and  varied  a  find 
of  vegetable  pfodttctkui*  as  are  to  be  found  on  die  island  of 
Java ;  of  trees  so  nmarkable  fat  the  gtandeur  and  elegance 
cf  thcar  appcBiaiice»  the  beauty  and  fragrance  of  their 
floweis,  and  the  richness  and  variety  of  their  fruits.  To 
enumerate  the  vahiable  articles  it  produces  towards  supply- 
ing the  necessities,  the  conveoiendeS)  and  tbe  luiuries  of 
nanluod  is  a  task  for  which  I  am  not  prepared,  nor»  if  I 
were,  would  it  be  consistent  with  the  plan  of  the  present 
work,  which  professes  only  general  description  anfl  observa- 
tion ;  I  shall  mention,  therefore,  such  only  as  arc  most  re- 
makable  for  their  beauty,  utility,  or  some  jxicuhar  quaUty, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Batavia. 

Auiotig  the  grand  and  numerous  tribe  of  palms,  tlie  coct)a 
claims  the  first  distinction.  This  tall  and  majestic  tree,  so 
aboadantly  spread  over  the  low  ooasls  of  most  tbe  Oriental 
islands,  appears  to  be  in  Java  of  more  luxuriant  growth  than 
I  ronember  to  have  seen  it  elsewhere  towering  sometimes  to 
the  astonishing  height  of  150  feet  The  nut,  when  young, 
contains  a  milky  flnid*  of  whida  the  natives  aic  excessively 
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fond,  and  wliich  thrv  collect  into  pots  suspended  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  brutiches.  To  fix  the^c  vcsscJs  is  im  opcratioji 
which  appears  to  be  attctuied  ^T^th  no  mnah  degree  of  dan- 
ger: rather  than  to  take  the  tiui>l)!c  of  ascending  the  hi?h 
stem  of  each  individual  tree,  the  visual  method  is  to  lay  poles 
horizontally  from  one  to  the  otlier,  and  to  crawl  along  these 
poles.  The  liquid  that  exudes  through  the  footstalk  of  the 
young  nut,  or  rather  the  germ  out  of  which  the  nut  »  pio> 
dueed,  b  called  by  the  Datdi,  after  paniog  the  liitt  stage  of 
iSsnuentatioB,  palm  wine;  hut  it  it  Kldctn  ined  bj  tllea^ 
hu'ving  a  strong  and  dasagyeedble  flavoiir.  In  aeoond 
.stage,  it  becomes  a  pleasant  vinegar.  The  tises,  indeed*  to 
wWdi  this  liquid  is  applied  jue  "verj  Tarioos :  it  is  a  naterifel 
ingredient  in  the  distiOation  of  anuek;  if  slowly  evaporated 
over  the  fire,  or  in  the  open  ur,  the  residue  is  a  coarw  brown 
sugar.  The  pulpy  substance  of  the  not,  when  ripe,  if  sweiet 
and  nutritive,  the  liquid  it  then  contains  agreeable  and  re- 
freshing, and  an  oil  of  very  extensive  use  is  expressed  from 
the  kemeL  This  tree  is,  in  fact,  to  the  natives  of  Java  what 
the  bamboo  is  to  those  of  China.  Their  humble  dwellings  are 
almost  entirely  constnictcd  from  the  materials  which  it  sup- 
plies. The  principal  posts  or  standards,  the  poles  of  the 
roof,  the  rafters  and  tlic  laths,  arc  hewn  out  of  its  stem  ;  and 
its  leaves  are  ubed  for  thatch.  It  tiirnishes  them  with  various 
implements,  utensils,  and  domestic  furniture.  The  !>hell  of  • 
the  nut  is  converted  into  cups,  whose  surfaces  are  carved  ' 
with  great  skill  and  ne^itncss  into  a  variety  of  figures  and 
devices,  exhibiting  curious  specimens  of  what  may  very  pro- 
perly be  called  **  the  laborious  effects  of  idlenen.*  Ibe 
fibres  of  the  husk,  whidi  covers  fte  nut,  are  manufitctured 
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into  mats,  into  a  coaTsc  kind  of  doth,  ropes,  and  b.maU 
cordage.  Among  the  utauy  just  ohscnrations  which  mark  the 
aiitlicnticity  of  the  accounts  of  tAvo  Mahonicdfrn  travelh'is, 
who  \  i.sitcd  China  in  the  ninth  century,  that  of  the  \  ariety  of 
uses  to  which  the  cocoa  tree  isappUcd  is  not  the  least  curious. 

Tiic  people  ol'  Oman,"  says  one  of  lhe«»e  travellers,  '*  go  to 
"  the  G>coa  islands,  and,  having  felled  the  tree,  with  the 
**  bark  spin  a  yarn,  with  irhich  they  sew  the  plauks  together, 
«  and  to  build-ft  dkip;  of  the  same  wood  they  cat  and  rcmnd 
**  away  a  mast ;  of  the  leaves  thej  weave  the  sails*  and  the 
baik  thegr  ocavert  into  cordage:  having  thus  compfeted 
«■  tlieir  Tessel,  thej  load  her  with  cocoa  nuts,  which  they 
*  cany  back  to  sdl  at  Oman  * 

Of  an  the  delickniB  ihiits  that  are  praduoed  ia  the  East^ 
peihaps  I  may  veatuTe  to  say  in  the  whde  woiid,  the  man** 
goostan  may  Airly  set  up  its  claim  to  the  preference.  The 
tree  on  which  it  grows,  thonf^  not  magnificent,  Ls  extremely 
beantifbl,  bearing,  like  the  orange,  lx)th  fruit  and  flowcxa  at 
the  same  time  on  the  extremities  of  tire  branches.    This  fruit 
is  no  less  fascinating  to  tlie  eye  than  it  in  gratifying  to  the  taste. 
Its  form  is  round,  generally  a  perfect  sphere ;  the.  colour  a; 
bright  or  dark  pur{)le,  nrcordrnft  to  the  degree  of  its  ri})ene^  ; 
it  rest'i  in  a  piMiiiaaent  gici'.a  cal^'x,  and  the  upper  ]r,u\  is 
surmounted  by  a  corona,  ulu(  h  is  generally  dividi  il  into  as 
many  rays  as  tlie  fiuit  within  consists  of  lobes,  whiclj  v.vc  of 
a  delicate  white  pulpy  substan<*e,  co\  i  rin^  each  a  ^niaii  ni3t. 
The  husk  or  shell  contains  a  brown  ailnngiinl  juxcc,  wliicli^ 
with  oxyd  of  iron,  makes  a  clear  shining  iuk  of  a  dee]» 
purple.  The  annexed  plate  will  convey  a  tolerably  conneet. 
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idea  of  the  leaves,  ilower,  and  Iruu  ul"  the  mangoostan.  Tht* 
mango  is  iuiothcr  ii  uit  of  cxtjuisitc  flavour,  when  of  a  good 
sort,  but  of  that  peculiar  taste  which  is  not  reHslied  by  every 
palate.  It  grows  on  a  large  spreading  tree,  not  unlike  the 
walnut  The  Viimhwtan  or  haiiy  ihiit  (the  XcpAelrim  Eei»- 
ftffftfm)  and  the  Poohsang  (a  larger  species  of  the  same  gcnu») 
are  cool  and  agreeable  fruits,  of  a  ddicate  sabacid  flavour* 
highly  refreshing  in  a  warm  cUroate.  The  trees  on  which 
they  grow  are  shewy,  free,  and  el^;mt.  The  annexed  is  tt 
branch  of  the  rambootan :  the  leaves  of  the  poolosaog  are 
much  narrower;  the  fruit  is  larger  and  wants  those  hairy 
spines  which  cover  the  former.  Oranges,  lemons,  dtrcmsy  and 
shaddocks,  aro  i^lcntifiil  in  the  g^udens  about  Batavia;  so 
also  is  the  Eum  nia  or  rose  apple,  of  which  there  are  two 
species  ;  the  AverhaOy  consisting  likewise  of  two  species  (the 
CmaMb<^  which  is  used  for  tartsi,  and  the  Belimb'mg  as  a 
pickle);  giiavas,  annonas,  dates,  and  bananas.  The  Atro- 
afrpu^  or  J.-K'k  fruit  ojows  wild  in  great  plenty,  as  docs  also 
a  large  IVult  called  llic  Doorian,  whose  smo]]  h  rxtremely 
diR^?^I??t^nL^  and  flavour  .soiiu-u  hat  \ikv  what  one  Juight  sup- 
pose I  h(Mai>te  to  l>e  of  a  cu^taid  st^isoiii  d  with  orsriic  ;  but 
bt>t  h  the  taste  and  the  smell  ai'  •  said  not  oul  v  to  Li.c  their  offen- 
sive cpiuiities  by  frequent  use,  but  to  become  extremely  fasciuat- 
ing.  The  fragments,  however,  of  this  fruit  are  strictly  prohibited 
from  being  tluown  into  tlie  strceis ;  nor  are  they  su&red  to 
remain  about  the  stalb  in  the  market,  on  account  of  the  fetid 
smell,  whicli,  when  in  a  state  of  putrefectioo,  is  supposed  to 
taint  the  air  and  render  it  highly  injurious  to  health.  A  fruit 
cfillod  the  JSoa  Lama  is  in  great  estimation  atbong  the  peveral 
cloAM'S  of  inhabitants.  It  grows  in  clusters  like  gr&pcs,  upon 
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a  tree  of  moderate  size.  Each  individual  fruit  bears  a  resem- 
blance to  the  famous  Li-tchi  of  China,  being  a  pulp3*  sub- 
stance of  a  dclirate  subacid  taste,  comprehended  witliin  a 
thin  cru&tac('()ui»  covering.  Pine  apples  an-  produced  in  such 
abundance  that  they  are  seal  into  the  city,  like  turnips  to 
Covent  (Jaiden,  piled  up  in  cart«.  As  a  fruit  they  arc  not 
much  esteemed,  e\c(>|)t  for  pre^  rx  ini^  in  suj^ar.  Their  ncid 
juices  are  cinplovcd  Ibr  iiMii(>\  iii'j;  ni^t  from  swfird  l)lail('s, 
kiH\-e>,  and  uUicr  artic-les  of  jxjli^lu'd  in»ii.  JSfost  of  iVuits 
of  Eurtjpe  have  been  tiaiisjdanted  hither,  but,  as  n)iLilit  l)e 
expected,  tliey  dwindle  and  degenerate  in  an  equinoctial 
climate.. 

Among  the  trees  that  are  remarkable  ibr  singularity  or  * 
beauty  may  be  noticed  tbe  Casuartna  Equiwtifolia,  90  named 
from  the  general  resemblance  of  its  small  pendent  brandies 
to  the  hair  of  the  casuary  and  tlie  plant  Equitefum  or  Hone-' 
tail;  the  MHche^  Tehampacat  one  variety  bearing  white^ 
and  the^'other  yellov,  floireis  of  exquisite  firagrance^  yielding 
by  distiUation  a  spirit  more  powerful,  but  not  less  deUcate, 
than  the  perfume  which  is  extracted  from  roses  ;  the  Termi^ 
nqiia  Catappa,  a  grand  and  beautiful  tree,  which  !)cars  a  nut 
usually  known  by  the  name  of  tlie  Indian  almond  ;  and  vhich^ 
with  the  Botnhax  and  the  Etythri/ia  CoraUodcndrtim^  are  per- 
haps the  only  iuistances  in  this  coimtry  of  trees  whose  leaves 
arc  deciduous.  The  lioinhar  bears  a  long  pod,  which  con- 
tains a  silky  substance  hke  the  pod  nt'  the  Asclepius ;  but  its 
short  staple  rentiers  it  uniil  lor  other  j.in;»o«es  thnn  llif  stufTirirr 
of  cushions  or  mattresses.    Thousands  of  vanewjated  loorie^ 
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visit  the  coral  trees,  when  they  push  forth  their  large  clusters 
of  sc'irlrt  flowers,  in  Uie  yamc  manner  as  the  httle  paroquets 
irequcpt  the  same  speelcs  of  tree  in  Sovilhcrn  Africa.  The 
Lyriodendnim  Tulipifcrumy  the  Magnolia,  the  MtUa%  Oad 
hignoniat  are  all  of  them  sbewy  and  elegant  treei. 

The  trees,  the  shrubs,  and  the  hcrbaecous  plants,  tliat  are 
cultivated  in  \h.t  gardens  of  Batavia  for  their  beauty  or  their 
fragrance,  m  Tery  numerouB.  Among  them  we  observed 
the  Gardum  FbrUot  and  anodier  speoM  called  Catjepering, 
tlie  Catyopkylbmtxdov^ the  Jjtutnu  Chmamoma  or dinwuiMiB 
trecythe  Jfi/rulicaor  nutmeg,  the^^ycfoii^AeiorAndnanjaniiiiie, 
thePoi^^AetortubeRMetwhichisherecalled  iSbitSoandalMaUamt 

*  4he  Waniim  ^ikt  ;  the  Flumerut,  which  ig  vgnaSij  {danted 
near  the  glares,  theO<yiii«m  JBcutltct^theiSbw  or  la&cm0!an» 
which  »  used  as  an  ingredient  in  tlie  iavomite  dish  of  Came. 
Aman^  the  aromatic  plants  those  held  in  most  esteem  are  the 
three  species  of  pepper,  the  common  black  pepper,  the  bete1» 
and  the  Seriboo  or  long  pepper,  which  is  used  bj  the  several 
natives  either  akiie  or  with  the  betel  leaf ;  the  di£EeieDt  species 
of  Capsicum,  the  common  ginger,  and  tliat  species  j^ioduc- 
ing  what  the  Dutch  call  Cardomums^  wliich  arc  the  silicles 
or  pods  of  the  Amomum  Compaciftm.  These  seeds  tire  eaten 
by  the  ladies  to  sweeten  the  breatli,  and  to  remove  any 

•  offensive  smell  that  misht  remain  aftt'r  the  daily  use  of  <iarlie 
and  onions,  which  always  enter  into  the  standii!',:;  dish  of 
Currie.  Kvcry  lady  carries  about  with  her  a  box  of  ( ardo- 
mums,  which  she  presents  tu  her  Iriends  or  strangers  in  die 
iiamc  manner  as  tlie  snuff-box  b  presented  in  Europe. 
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twang  the  plants  which  w  cvg  considered  to  be  rare  aiid 
curious  we  saw,  ia  one  of  tiic  gentlemen's  gardens,  the 
Eastir  (Juni  tree,  the  Coinolvtiltis  Jalappa,  the  Sti^rax 
Uffuida^  tiie  Bread  Fruit,  and  the  Areca  Oleracca  or  moun- 
tain cabbage  tjce  of  tlie  West  Indies,  Rut  the  most  extra- 
ordinary plant  that  occurred,  aiui  \Uiu;a  is  said  to  be  vciy 
coniinon  in  most  of  the  Eastern  islands,  wsls  the  Nepenihes 
Dtstiiiatoria  or  pitcher  plaaL  Tliere  is  not,  pcriiups,  among 
the  numerout  enunples  that  ocxnr  of  the  provident  economy 
of  nature*  in  the  vegetaUe  part  of  the  creation,  a  mote  re- 
mariLable  instanoe  of  contrivance  adapted  to  drcumstances* 
of  means  suited  to  Hie  end,  than  what  is  evidently,  dupkyed 
in  this  wonderful  plant.  Being  die  inhabitant  of  a  tropical 
climate,  and  found  on  the  most  stoney  and  arid  situations^ . 
aatore  has  furnished  it  with  the  means  of  an  ample  supply  of 
jDOistuiCt  w^out  which  it  would  have  withered  and  perished* 
To  the  footstalk  of  each  leaf,  and  near  the  base,  m  attached  « 
.a  small  bag,  shaped  like  a  pitcher,  of  the  same  consistence 
and  colour  of  the  leaf  in  the  early  stage  of  its  growth,  but 
chan^g  with  age  to  a  reddish  purple ;  it  is  girt  round  with 
an  oblique  band  or  hoop,  and  rnvrrpfl  with  a  lid  neatly 
fitted,  and  moveable  on  a  kind  ol  luugc  or  strong  fibre  Avhich, 
passini!  over  the  handle,  connects  the  vc«??iel  with  the  leaf. 
By  the  contraction  of  thl-  iWnc  the  lid  is  (lr;n\  a  open  when- 
ever the  v.-ratlu  r  is  slioui  rv,  or  dews  tail,  vvliich  would  ap- 
pear to  ijc  jiis-t  the  contrary  ot  what  usuiUly  happens  in  na- 
ture, though  the  contraction  probably  is  occasioned  by  the 
hot  and  diy  aUnosphere,  and  the  expansion  of  the  fibre  does 
not  take  place  till  the  moisture  has  fallen  and  saturated  the 
pitcher.  When  this  is  the  case  the  cover  falls  down,  and  it 
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closes  so  fmuly  iis  to  prevrnt  nny  ov;i j)oration  from  taking; 
place.  The  water,  hrinu  ointlnally  absorbed  thiougli  the 
Tipnrllr  into  t  !i(M'ooL>talk,  (  s  \  i^our  to  th"  h  ai'  suste- 
nance to  llic  plant.  As  ;is  the  jiilritci-  im-  exliausted, 
tlir  lid*?  aerain  open  to  admit  whatever  inoi^imc  mf»y  fall; 
aiid  when  the  j>lant  has  pmdueed  its  seed,  and  the  diy  sea-xm 
fairly  sets  in,  it  withers,  with  all  the  covci-  ol'  the  pitchei>i 
standing  open.  Why  the  iianic  oi'  Homers*  /^rief-dispellimr 
plant  should  have  \h-cu  transferred  to  the  pitcher  plant  I  am 
unable  to  cx])lain  ;  Intt  it  does  not  appear  to  be  possessed  of 
anj  sedative  or  narcotic  tpiality  like 

«  —that  Ncpmtlics  which  tl-ic  wife  of  TboBC 
•*  In  tgypt  gave  to  Jove  born  iielcna." 

Many  of  the  products  of  Java  ore  not  less  valuable  in  a 
conunercial  {loint  of  view,  than  those  which  I  have  enume- 
•  rated  are  usqful  to  the  natives,  curious  to  the  travdhn;  or 
ornamental  to  the  face  of  the  country.  Of  such  may  be  men- 
tioned, among  the  most  important,  sugar,  coffee,  cocoa, 
spices,  sai^o,  cotton,  and  indigo.  The  Cnfjang  is  cvdtivated  ' 
by  the  Chinese  for  the  sake  of  the  oil  expressed  from  the 
seed,  which  is  not  only  used  abundantly  among  themselves 
and  hy  ot1;(  r  nailrr",  bnt  is  al'^o  exjuirted  to  China.  Several 
liuii(hv(l  acres,  at  no  «.»;rcat  di^-tance  fnim  liatavia,  are  an- 
nually covered  ',\  ith  this  plan!,  w  lucli  appeals  to  be  a  species 
of  7)o/<t7iDs,  ot"  iiu\  (itow  th  and  very  proiilic  in  hmjj  pods 
■which  rest  njxjn,  and  even  urow  into,  the  enrth.  Tho  Caju- 
putta  oil,  expressed  from  the  Mdakuca  Ia  madendnun,  is 
greatly  esteemed  as  a  spccitic  for  removing  rheumatic  com- 
plaints, both  in  the  eastern  and  the  western  world.  Tike 
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Nardjfs  or  spikenard,  sandal  wood,  and  Calauibac  or  aloes 
wood,  are  pitxlucts  of  Jii\  a,  autl  ft  rm  a  part  of  tlie  trade 
witli  Cliina.  'Hie  Cassiu  Fhiithi,  w  iili  its  lon<2,  ppndorit  seed 
pods  filled  with  a  medullary  substance  in  \\ iiirli  tho  ht  ans  are 
embedded,  was  once  considered  as  one  of  the  mo^t  ai)pro\fd 
laxatives,  and  ert-it  (juantities  ol"  it  were  sent  to  Europe,  tjut 
modem  praetitioiiers  iiave  expelled  ihi^  drnsr,  among  a  a-,  in-le 
host  of  Ibi  uier  remedies,  from  tlic  pages  ol  the  Pharmacupocia. 
The  roots  of  the  Caladi  Ayer  or  Water  Calad't  (the  Arum  Es- 
eulmHm)  famish,  when  bcnied,  an  article  of  food ;  and  the 
brood  leaves^  as  a  topical  application,  are  considered  to  be 
eflSK^caous  in  dispelling  the  pains  of  tlie  gout.  The  Cakmu$ 
Jtoiang  is  a  veiy  useful  creeper,  and  is  worked  into  chair 
bottoms,  mats,  and  sofiia. 

-'After  the  notoriety  which  the  baneful  Upa$  ha^  obtained 
from  the  republication,  in  a  popular  work,  of  a  most  Ortniordi- 
nary  account  of  this  poisonous  tree  that  first  appeared  several 
years  agp  in  the  Gentleman's  Magaxinc,  it  would  have  been 
an  nopardanable  neglect  in  us  not  to  make  reiy  particular  in- 
quiry into  the  tlegrcc  of  ercdibiHty  which  is  attached  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ^dand  lo  its  existence;  and,  if  such  tree 
did  exist,  to  endeavour  to  learn  hoAV  far  its  deletenoiis  quali- 
ties miglit  correspond  with  tliose  whit  li  iiad  been  a-^ei  ibed  to 
it.  Accordingly  we  seldom  entered  ;(  Lraiilen  or  itlantatioa 
without  mterroguting  thi'  people  emplovrJ  in  I  hem  as  to  the 
Upn!(.  The  result  of  our  iuquiries  was  little  luvi  urablc  to  the 
truth  of  i'ue/sc/i's  relation,  which  canies  wjth  it,  indeed,  in- 
ternal marks  of  absurdity.  It  required  some  ingenuity  to  con> 
eeife  the  .existence  of  a  single  tree,  the  sole  individual  of  its 


Digitized  by  Google 


192  THE  ISLAND  OF  JAVA. 

species,  standing  on  the  miildlc  of  a  naked  plain,  of  a  nature 
so  baneful  tl^at  not  only  birds.  Ix-asts,  and  evrrv  livini;  crea- 
tnrr  li  (  (line  witlmi  tlic  circle  of  tlift  atinospherr  ron- 
taniinatctl  by  its  pt)isun()us  cdliivia,  iiistantl?  ponsli,  but  so 
dcletorji lus  as  to  witluM- and  destroy  all  oiUi-r  plants,  and 
to  devour,  like  Saturn,  its  ov  n  otTsprinff  as  tliey  pullulate 
from  its  roots.  Such  a  monster  in  nature,  with  "  itj»  thousand 
"  tongues  steeped  in  f©U  j[K)isou,"  is  almost  too  much  for  tlie 
page  of  romance  or  Ihe  wUdeat  Action  of  poetry.  Yet  the 
relation  was  not  wholly  diicredited.  **  That  wMdi  is 
**  strange,"  says  Dr.  Johnson,  **  is  delightful,  and  a  pleasing 
**  eiTOr  is  not  willing)y  deteeted."  The  magic  pen  of  Dr. 
Darwin,  by  celebrating  Ihe  wondeis  of  this  wondcvfbl  tree 

*'  In  sweet  teteandrim  nwoo^iuao  stvam^" 

jnade  the  eoor  stUl  more  pleasing,  and  conseaated,  as  it 
were,  the  fiction  of  the  Upas* 

As  fabulous  stories  have  sometimes,  however,  their  origin 
in  truth,  so  that  of  the  Upas  uwiy  f»roh;d)ly  not  be  wholly 
groundless,  but  admit  of  some  exj)Ianation.  In  Uopical  cli- 
mates, plants  possessing  noxious  qualities  ait:  very  conm ion 
Java  is  c()nsid(  red  to  abound  -with  them.  'Hie  first  ol  tins 
kind  that  was  discovered  nu<dit  probably  have  the  name  of 
Upas  conferred  on  it,  which  name,  beiriL!:  altcrwards  adjunc- 
tively  applied  to  all  other  pl^uiis  pobJitssing  the  same  quali- 
ties, became  the  appellative  tor  every  poisonous  tree,  i  iiai 
this  was  the  common  acceptation  of  the  word  Upas,  I  in- 
ferred from  its  being  connected  with  the  trivial  name  of  all 
such  pluniB  as  were  either  known,  or  supposed,  to  eonlaia 
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poisoooiis  qualities.  Thus,  for  instance,  the  Dia^rw  Dele- 
itri»  was  called  the  Ubi  f/jpof,  vindimy  be  tianthted  the 
ptifomm  pii«ttt,  Theaeed  of  a  tieetieuingapapiUoiieoeoai 
Atmcr,  tad  appanntilj  a  fpedes  of  Sopharc^  waa  called  the 
Upas  Bidjk,  the  jwliWiii  ated.  T1um»  also,  a  triaagalaf- 
atenmad  JSi^AorlM^  aapeciataf  Al«iiaa»  aDa<*r«,  and  Bere- 
nl  ete  plavts  af  real  cr  rappoaed  aosdoas  quahtm*  had  aU 
'«f4lieak1)ie  WDcd  l^paijoiiied  tatlKir  proper  naii^  la 
aenaeb  the  BtHum  ot  BmnVpm  Aerteiliroidd  imply  neither 
mora  nor  kaa  than  a  ptMonawi  Iree^  aad  not  any  particular 
apedes  of  tree,  much  less  an  uncoaaected  individual  ««t 
^gjmerut  bearing  the  name  of  Vpa»* 

It  is  generally  believed  in  Batavia,  that  both  the  Malays 
and  Javanese  wear  crisnes  or  daggers  tliHt  have  been  steeped 
in  vegetable  poison.  So  was  it  generally  believed  lu  Athens, 
two  thousand  years  aeo,  that  Demosthenes  carried  ])uis<)n 
about  with  him,  lodged  under  the  gem  of  his  ring.  The  one 
appears  to  be  just  a.s  probable  as  the  other ;  but,  whether 
true  or  false,  the  Dutch  are  not  less  credulous  than  the 
Athenians  were  in  this  respect.  AVe  were  told  by  the  old 
governor  of  Bantam  fort,  that  when  the  king  of  tiiat  dis- 
trict is  desupotts  of  proving  the  virtues  of  a  new  oris,  he  calls 
beAee  lum  one  of  his  sbtTcs*  and  pricks  his  arm  with  its 
paint  The  valne  cf  the  instinment  is  estimated  aooofding  to 
the  kagftfa  of  time  which  elapses  be^ne  the  poison  bc;gins  to 
qMiale  and  tlie  lafuditj  with  which  the  victim  is  dispatched, 
wbidi  is  stated  to  take  place  sometimes  in  llie  comse  of  a 
few  xainutes.  I  have  read  somewhere  (I  think  in  Tavemier) 
of  an  instance  of  this  kind,  which,  if  a  fact,  evinces  a  ver j 

c  c 
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extraordinary  power  m  ssomc  of  their  jwisons.  Aii  ilnifli.sh 
sailor  at  Madura  was  condemned,  for  some  high  crime,  to 
«ufl'er  death  by  a  poismied  dart.  The  eacecutioaer,  who  was 
the  Prince  himself,  agreed  to  defivcr  up  the  culprit  to  tiie 
Btttdi  and  Engluih  surgeoiu  immedlatdy  after  being  struckj^ 
and  allowed  them  ailao  to  name  the  sped  where  he  slmild  hit 
him.  The  fleshy  part  of  tiie  great  toe  was  pointed  out  ibr 
this  purpoM^  which  wa»  acoofding^y  pierced  by  the  dart  of 
the  Prince.  Eveiy  preparation  being  made  tat  immediate 
amputation,  the  toe  waa  instantly  taken  ofl;  notwithstanding 
which  a  mortification  ensued,  and  the  man  died.  Admitting, 
however,  the  fact  to  have  been  as  here  stated,  the  climate 
and  the  general  relaxation  of  the  habit  might  also  have 
operated,  in  conjunction  with  the  poison,  in  produciog  this 
speedy  dissolution.  * 

To  this  relaxed  «.ta1e  of  tlie  body  may  certainly  be  attri- 
buted the  taUility  aUeiuhtig  many  cli.^ordrrs  w  liieh  in  ilurope 
arc  not  considered  to  Ix'  dangerous.  I  ti  prii  k  of  a  pin  or  u 
ppcdle  will  HOiiief  imcb  uecasion  a  lock-jaw  .  Tlie  IJiifeli  doc- 
tors are  also  of  opinion,  tliat  certain  eases  ot  hydrophobia 
uhich  have  occurred,  notwithstanding  no  iiihiui ice  of  canine 
madness  was  ever  knoAra  on  Uie  inland,  may  be  attributed 
to  climate,  and  tlic  state  of  the  constitution' as  efiticted  by  it 
llie  bite  of  the  large  Indian  rat,  commonly  called  the  Bm>- 
dtcoof,  is  supposed  to  occasion  hydrophobia  and  certain 
death ;  an  opinion  which,  I  understand,  is  also  entertained 
on  the  coast  of  Malabar.  The  bite  of  an  enraged  man  is  said 
to  be  as  certain  of  producing  hydiophobia  as  that  of  a  mad 
dog,  two  cases  of  which  had  happened  not  long  belbre  our 
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arrival.  One  of  thcni  being  stated  by  Dr.  Le  Dulx,  in  the 
5tli  volume  of  the  Traiisartions  of  the  Batavian  Society,  a 
work  known  in  Europe,  1  shall  use  no  apobgy  for.iil- 
aerting  a  tj^anslation  of  it  1 

^*  On  the  17th  March,  I7f\9-,  information  was  laid  before 
•«*  tiie  Court  of  Justice  th«t  iIk-  WnUir,  BtUthazar  Van  Vliet, 
in  a  fit  of  nuuhnss.  had  j)hu:ged  a  knife  into  \m  hovmh. 
**  The  Court  proceeded  to  tlie  place  without  delay,  attended 
**  by  the*  towu  surgeon,  Xjombart,  where  tl^y  found  the  pa- 
^  tient,  by  direction  of  the  rai^B^eon  attending  him,  bound 
"  and  in  strong  ccMivnlsions,  particularly  of  the  eyes.  Hie 
**  fiiiniij  bdng  interrogated  as  to  the  origin  of  his  oomplamt 
*'  lelated  that,  finir  or  five  days  previous  to  the  act,  the  par 
^  tient  had  a  ^uarvel  wflh  a  fnend,  which  proceeded  to  a 
furious  scuffle,  irhea  hb  antagonist,  finding  himseif  not  a 
'*  matdi  for  the  patient,  in  themoaienl  of      bit  him  in  the 
"**  van.   The  wound  was  boand  up  in  the  usual  way,  with* 
**  out  the  least  idea  being  entertained  of  the  dreadful  oonse- 
•*  quenres  ^hich  a  bite  thus  made  in  the  heat  of  pesnon  was 
**  capable  oi  producing.   Three  days  after  this  happened  the 
**  patient  was  attacked  with  fever,  but  still  no  particular 
"  regard  was  had  to  tlie  wound.    The  surgeon  who  attended 
"  him  observed  tiiat  he  was  in  a  state  of  continued  dchrium  ; 
**  that  he  had  a  great  antipathy  to  e\  rrv  kind  of  medicine 
**  and,  in  particular,  a   strong   aversion   to  -water.  On 
"  the  fourth  day  the  surgeon,  on  enterintj;  the  apartment* 
■"  toiuui  iuni  istubbiuc;  iiimself  repeatedly  with  a  knife.    W  ith 
^  some  difficulty  they  seized  and  bound  him  down  on  a  sofa. 
**  On  the  town  surgeon  being  sent  for,  he  ofiered  him.  a 
•  cc  St 
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**  spKX)nful  ol"  Avater  which  lie  refused,  bul,  on  bciiio;  toM  it 
"  was  ^in,  ho  endeavoured  with  great  diffieuhy  to  sw;ilio\r 
*'  it.  When  a  srUiss  ot  water  was  |)resrnti  d  to  hiin,  the  most 
**  ghastly  spasmodic  convulsions  were  observable  in  \ns  lace, 
**  and  over  his  whole  body,  acrompanied  with  such  a  degree 
of  terror  that  he  exclaimed,  fhiitr  !  Oh  Jesus,  have  rnrrctf 
i  **  on  me  I  His  terror  increased  on  wiping  his  bloody  hmuis 
"  with  R  wet  napkin,  when,  in  convulsive  agonies,  he  called 
*'  oat.  Oh  €hd,  water  f  Feroeifiiig  deuljr  that  hydrophofa» 
**  had  supenrened  fiom  the  hite  received  in  anger,  we  re* 
**  aohed  to  treat  him  acccndiogly,  but  he  died  in  the  afteiw 
**  nooa  «f  the  same  day  * 

That  the  bite  of  a  man  is  attoided  with  Toy  amligmuit 
symptoms  was  a  doctrine  whidi  pfevaMed  in  ancient  times. 
Fliny  dasses  it  among  the  very  woitt  of  woands  fgsm  in  this 
manner.  Morsus  hominum  inter  asperrimos  qvoque  numtratitn 
Aofd  it  appears  to  be  a  well  authenticated  fact,  that  many  ani* 
mal?«,  beside  dogs,  when  highly  enraged,  become  morbid  and  ac- 
quire the  power  of  conmuinicating  the  infection  by  their  bite. 
Dr.  Le  Dulx  mentions  iii  the  sauip  pajK-r  several  instances  of 
hydropiiobui  suceceduig  to  tlie  bite  of  enraged  atiimals,  as 
liie  ca^e  of  a  boy  bit  by  a  duck  which  he  liad  ttiil>e(l  in 
its  amours,  and  of  a  feeder  of  cucks  who,  beuig  pecked  in 
the  hand  by  one  of  these  aiiinials  in  separating  it  fi-oui  its 
antagonist,  died  under  .every  symptom  of  hydrophobia  aiul 
madness.  The  bite  ef  the  common  dom^tic  cat,  rendeied 
luiions  by  provocation,  is  wdl  known  to  produce  hydro- 
phofam.  In  what  manner  diia  cxtFaoidinary  state  of  mor* 
hidi^inlhe  animal  body  i^  generated  lemaios  yet  an  ar* 
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canum  in  animal  pnthology  ;  but  it  is  pretty  evident  that 
the  poison  is  secreted  by  the  salivary  glands,  and  conveyed 
into  the  circulation  with  the  spittle  of  the  morbid  animal. 

Most  of  the  wild  qwadrnpeds  of  Java,  from  the  huge  rhino- 
sceros  and  the  lierce  bufi'alo  to  the  least  of  all  known  four  footed 
beasts  with  the  hoofs  divided,  the  Moschm  Piguueus  or  pigm_> 
deer,  are  sufficiently  well  known  tonatunluits.  Large  crocodiles 
tbouod  in  the  riven  and  cieekt,  wUcfatheJavanea^  ftoatlieir 
beiDgoljeetoof  teiror,1iave  niaed  tothoaeof  sdonit^  The 
■oeient  stoiy,  foA  reooided  bj  HeiodoCiu*  and  after  hk  daj 
mpmtfbdi  by  Flntareli  and  niny,.  and  qnoted  in  modem 
timef  by  Montaigne  and  many  otfaen,  concemmg  the  Titn 
cAtAfff  or  Irammmg  bud  pickiag  the  teeth  ^  the  cracodile,  is 
finnly  believed  both  by  the  Dutu^  and  the  natives,  lliera  la 
not>  in  lact,  any  thing  marvellous  in  the  itoiy.  Thb  huge 
animal,  fond  of  rolling  in  muddy  waters,  cmwls  on-shore, 
having  his  rough  hide  bedaubed  with  alime  swanniog  with 
woims  and  other  animated  bcingk  By  these  are  attracted 
numbers  of  little  birds,  perching  on  \^rious  parts  of  the 
monster's  carcase,  whilst  he  is  haskinir  and  sleeping  in  the 
sun  with  liis  iaws  yawning  wide  open.  The  1]aa  snake, 
found  in  the  forests  of  Java,  is  no  l^-^s  fnrnndahle  than,  and 
not  inferior  in  magnittidc  to,  tlie  erocodilc.  Some  nf  these 
are  thirty  feel  lonw,  and  are  said  to  he  able  to  f^or^e  the 
calve<5  of  IjiitTalos  whole,  and  the  largest  hr)frs  :  after  which, 
attatdiinir  thcmiielves  to  trees  by  tlie  tail,  they  remain  in  a 
state  of  torpidity  till  the  animals  they  have  swallowed  are  • 
digested  or  dissolved.  These  woods  abound  in  that  species 
of  wild  hedge-hog,  the  Snmum  Mubieom^  in  the  gall- 
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bladder  of  which  is  sometimes  found  a  stone,  caiJed  by 
the  Portugueze  the  Pedra  da  Porco.  To  this  stone  the 
Dutch  a«sribe  many  wonderful  properties.  When  jput  into 
a  ^ais  of  wine  for  about  an  hour  it  commumcates  its  virtues 
to  the  liquor,  which  then  becomes  an  infiJltble  remedy  for  all 
kinds  of  poisOD,  for  obstructions,  feveis,  agues*  and  a  variety 
of  diseases.  like  the  Animmial  Ct^,  the  Pedra,da  Porco'h 
a  standiiig  &niily  medicine. 

Anothrr  spodies  of  wild  hog,  the  Sus  Babyromsa^  is  also 
common  in  the  woods  of  Java.  Philosophers  had  long 
pnaded  them<;elves  in  conjecturing  what  the  design  of  nature 
could  be  (as  she  docs  nothing  without  design)  in  giving  to 
this  animal  a  pair  of  large  curved  tusks,  pointing  inwards  to 
the  face  in  such  a  manner,  as  made  it  sufficiently  clear  they 
could  not  he.  used  either  for  attack  or  defence,  lor  jjrocuring 
food,  ^r  for  assisting  the  mastication  of  it  a\  hen  piocnred. 
But  »«  nature  lias  made  iiotiiing  in  vjiiii,  it  was  necessary  to 
assign  some  purpose  for  the  tusks  of  the  Bahfronssa.  At 
length  it  oct  urred,  or  wai  discovered,  but  by  vviiom  1  do  not 
recollect,  tliat  the  animal  is  fond  of  sleeping  in  a  standing 
postuoe  And  that,  having  a  large  ponderous  bead,  it  finds  a 
Gonreniency  in  banging  it  upon  the  bmnch  of  a  tsee  or  shrub 
within  Oie  reach  of  its  tusks,  which  .serve  on  such  ooc&hods 
for  hooks.  This  is  at  least  an  ingenious  disoovery,  and  may 
be  true ;  but  if  so,  the  habits  of  the  animal  must  vaiy  ac- 
Gcwding  to  local  circumstances.  Hie  same  species,  or  one  so 
like  it  that  the  difierence  'is  not  distmguiishable  by  any  de- 
scription or  drawing  that  I  have  seen,  is  ooomion  among  the 

rodEs  on  the  deserts  of  Soutem  AMca,  wllere,  withmflie 
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Atmimtum  of  a  huilied  ailesy  there  is*neitlier  tree  nor  shiub, 
except  a  few  stanted  heatlit  or  thriTelled  EverUuHng9  thinlj 
scattered  ont  tbe  Jofiarm  tarihce.  la  such  ritoatioiiB  where 
I.have  lumted  and  taJDcn  them,  it  would  certanitj  be  no  easj 
mattei  Ibr  the  Babgromtt  to  find  m  peg  to  hang  iWhead  upon. 

It  would  be  endk^  to  attempt  an  enumeration  of  the  w3d 
anunals  with  which  this  island  abound-^ ;  of  the  leopards,  and 
wild  cats,  and  squirrels,  and  monkies  innnmeralile  Irom  the 
Ourang-Outtmg  to  the  little  flying  Lemur.  For  one  species 
of  the  monkey  genus,  called  the  ^fuze-Wow,  tlie  Javanese 
pretend  to  have  a  kind  of  fellow  feeling :  there  being  a 
tradition  among  them,  that  their  ancestors  originally  sprung 
from  this  species  of  ape.  ' 

The  insect  tribes,  as  in  all  warm  climates,  are  here  very 
numerous,  and  tile  multitude  of  suakes,  centipetie^,  scolo- 
peudius,  scorpions,  and  spiders^  witli  while  ants,  moscitiitoes, 
£re  flies,  a  thousand  other  dangerous,  disgusting,  and 
jtroubteaome  vemuBr  swarm  in-the  streets  and  in  the  houses, 
ii^feaiiiig  even  the  sleeping  rooma  The  sting  of  the  scorpion 
is  considered  to-be  Teiydangerousy  and  stMnetiines  fetal ;  but 
the  Javanese  are  persuaded,  like  the  Hottentots  in  AAica 
and  the  Romans  o0  old,,  that  the  topical  appHcation  of  the 
same  ammal  which  gave  tiie  wound  will  heal  it.  A 
▼enomous  spider  is  very  common  in>  the  thickets  of  Java. 
The  diameter  of  the  body  is  near  two  inches,  and  tlic  length 
of  the  fore  legs  or  claws  near  four  inches,  covered  with  hair, 
the  colour  black,  and  the  mouth  red.  The  webs  spun  by 
this  animal  gave  us  coTisidcrablc  trouble,  as  we  traversed  the 
woods  about  Anjeiie  point.   Birds  arc  said  to  be  frequenliy 
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€nUingleii  ami  taught  in  them,  fts  in  artificial  nets.  A 
grave  gentleman  in  London  obserfed  to  lue  one  day  huw 
much  he  was  surprized  to  find  so  marvellous  an  account  of 
the  strength  of  spider-wdM  inaortsd  in  lo  vduablt  a  book  m 
the.  AttAmtic  Accoant  of  ■>  ftnWiy  to  Ghim.  Onlwiag 
told  that  I  could  infimu'liiiii  of  sometiMng  not  leat  mumStm 
itspecdng  the  ipidm  who  «nde  Ihism,  vUdi  mn  thtt  the 
tmils  of  their'ibio  dMr'i  wtn  foln^iaiid  ilmig^  tihat  it  wm 

Bataria  toJiaro  ffaani  mountedoa  gold 
or  silver  handlei^'Oiid  to^uie  ^hentai  taadi<^ciB»  I  liave  Utde 
doubt  Jie  wat  nady  to  escJaiin  with  Gay> 

*<  Hic  man  who  w'ltlt  luuiaunted  toils 

Wlut  rarious  wonders  feast  his  sight, 

'What  «traagcr  wonders  docs  he  write  1"  « 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  the  tbrcsts  and  the 
mountanis  of  Java  produce  an  irameusc  number  and  variety 
of  the  feathei\id  race,  from  the  large  cassowary  or  emeu  to 
the  minuit:  humming;  bird  little  larger  than  the  common  bee  ; 
and  though  the  plumage  of  the  birdsof  Java  may  not  perhaps 
be  put  in  competition  with  that  of  the  feathered  race  of  SouUi 
America,  whidi  taken  collectively  m  imtfuei^mii^j  the  lUMt 
gplendid  in  the  world,  yet  many  of  tfie  loories  and  paioqneli 
are  here  singularly  beautifVd.  Of  that  elegant  biid  the  Azgos 
plieasant  we  piocurod  a  number  of  peiiect  specimens,  but  itia 
said  to  be  ludy  brou^i  alive  out  of  the  woods*  The  fiie* 
backed  pheasant,  the  crowned  pigeon^  the  Aliee  JPirp%ribi 
the  several  birds  of  Fuadiae^  the  various  species  of  Oriolm 
or  goiden  tfantih,  and  of  the  Aked»  or  kingfiiheiy  and,  to  de- 
-soend  to  the  smaller  ldndB»  aa  the  Java  spanowt  or  rice 
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birds  and  the  avadavat,  are  sufticicuLly  beautiful  to  deserve 
a  distinguished  place  in  the  class  of  the  animal  kingdom  tu 
which  they  belong. 

Having  thus  takm  a  very  supeificial  viev  of  flie  nuMt 
striking  prodactiaiis  of  Java,  I  ahall,  in  the  next  chapter, 
attempt  to  pencil  out  a  ibw  geoeial  outlintt  of  the  cbaiacter 
and  feritmes  of  the  Taiious  natiooB  'by  winch  the  city  of 
'Satttfia  is  inhabitocU 
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RiOpHm  by  the  Dutch  Gwemor—Van  Wcegfrmn'j  Villa  and  Ifawr— 
Governor's  Ball  and  Supper — Dutcl'  Mc  Jc  «f  Living— Ccnjc^umres  cf  it — 
The  Chinese — 77'f/r  Industry  and  Prosperity — Jealousy  of  the  Dutchy  and 
horrid  CcnscquCKces  of  it — Javanese,  tlmr  Habits  of  Life,  and  Condition— 
Their  spare  Diet—Their  apparent  Origin  from  the  lluidut — Their  Re- 
ligion— IncwU^HOti     Trmta^ratian   Cf  Atmmd  Lfeiea^fnAutd 
by  a  fturtu^m  Ctmwmnu  tf  Onmittmen^Tbe  Mabp  Tbeh  Ck^ 
ratter  mid  wMM^int^^Aiuebmm  to  Gmii^^ 
cious  CondiiaftbeMat^ft'-'Simtettf^^ttntN^^  ' 
Ctttditiuh  Emfkymm. 

If  a  stranger  sinmi  i  happen  to  iiiakt  In-^  i[ist  rntraiuT  into 
the  city  of  Batax  ia  about  the  middle  of  tiie  dav,  In  .^ui  l  i  be 
apt  to  conrlude  it  deserted  by  tlie  inliabitants.    .Vl  tins  iiuic 
the  doors  and  windows  are  all  shut,  and  not  a  creature,  ex- 
cept perhaps  a  few  slaves,  is  stirring  in  the  streets.    But  if 
he  hhould  enter  the  city  in  the  monung  or  the  evening,  his 
eye  will  not  be  less  attracted  by       Tart  crowds  of  people 
moving  about  in  the  principal  streets,  than  by  the  very  great . 
variety  of  dress  and  oomplexioa  which  these  crowds  exhibit. 
Here  he  will  at  once  bdiold  eveiy  tint  of  colour,  except  that 
of  loay  hedtb,  fnm  the  pallid  hue  of  the  sickiy  £ajopean,    _  . 
ibiougjk  the  endless  diades  of  brown  and.  yellow,  to  the  jetty 
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blnck  of  the  Malabar  ;  and  the  dresses  of  the  s^^voral  nations, 
both  as  to  fashion  and  material,  are  as  \aiious  as  tlieir 
colour  and  cast  of  countenance.  That  class  of  men  wliicli 
bears  a  complete  suaj  over  tlie  island  is  by  much  tlu;  least 
nuiiu^rous  ;  it  is  even  rare  to  sec  a  tiujgle  wel  tdrh  huoir  pt- 
boortn  IJoUander,  a  right  honourable  high-bovn  Duichman^ 
condescending  to  walk  the  streets.  .  "  Nothing  from 
Europe/'  be  observes,  '*  but  Englishmen  and  dogs  walk 
**  in  Batavia  *  Whenever  he  hak  occasion  to  take  thia 
kind  of  exercise,  he  puts  on  bu  full  dress  suit  of  vdvet, 
and  IS  attended  by  a  suitable  retinue  of  sWes:  sensible 
how  very  necessary  it  is,  where  power  is  but  ideal,  to  put 
on  an  imposing  appearance.  But  the  Anqenians,  the 
Peraianfl,  and  the  Arabs,  always  grave  and  intent  on  busi- 
ness; the  half-cast  merchants  from  the  diffci-ent  ports  of 
Hindostan ;  and,  above  all,  the  Chinesi^  some  in  long  sattin 
gpwns  and  plaited  taila  reaching  ahnost  to  their  heeft,  and 
others  crying  their  wares  to  sell,  or  necking  employment  in 
tlicir  several  professions,  dressed  \n  large  umbrella  hats,  short 
jackets,  and  long  wide  trowserst  tlic  Javane -f'  Toltcring  care- 
lessly along,  as  if  indiHerent  to  every  thing  around  them; 
the  free  Malays,  with  half-averted  eye,  looking  with  suspi- 
cion on  all  who  come  across  them  ;  and  sla\  ei»,  from  every 
nation  and  country  of  the  I'-ast,  concU  lunetl  to  tnidgfe  in  the 
same  path  with  the  carriages all  these,  io  the  early  and 
latter  parts  of  tlie  day,  may  be  seen  bustling  in  crowds  in  the 
streets  of  Batavta. 

It  would  fitf  eatceed  the  limits  I  have  prosciibed,  were  I 
enter  at  fidl  length  into  the  mannen  and  peculiar  customa  of 
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all  or  anv  of  tlir«?p  people  :  but  I  shall  endeavour  to  a;ivc  such 
a  general  sketch  or  outline  ol"  the  character  aod  situatitm  of 
the  Dutch,  tlic  Chines?,  the  Javanese,  the  Malays,  and  the 
Slaves,  ;i<  may  serve  to  throw  some  light  upon  their  respec- 
tive roiidilioiis  ill  this  jereal  and  once  u»  aUhy(  ity,  which, 
from  a  niiHcrahlc  vill;mc  of  thatched  hovels,  ro&c  into  splendour 
and  opideace,  by  tUc  adventurous  and  buccessful  cointnen'e 
of  the  Dutch,  in  the  huppjr  days  of  their  frecdooi  and  iude- 
pendence. 

'  On  our  fiist  visit  to  Batayta,  \n  were  received  with  great 
ceremony  dt  the  gateft  of  the  castle  bj  the  oid  Oovernar  Van 
Aiiing,  accompaoied  irith  the  wel  edeU  keeren,  oomposiiig 
the  Council  of  India.  On  this  occasion  we  aU  sofiered 
greatly  from  the  heat  of  the  climate.  It  happened  to  be 
about  the  middh^  of  the  day,  when  the  son  was  vertical,  and 
not  a  bteath  of  wind  stining  ;  the  mercury  in  Fahrenheit's 
thermometer  at  SQf  in  the  shade;  when,  afler  abundant 
ceremony  in  the  ^>pcn  ak,  we  were  introduced  into  a  close 
narrow  room,  with  a  couple  of  windows  nt  one  end,  nearly 
filled  with  fat  "  slcek-hcnded  men, "  dressctl  in  suits  ot  \  elvet 
stiftentxl  with  buckraiii.  In  tliis  narmw  room,  aud  mixed  among 
these  warmly  clad  uentlemen,  wc  were  seated  round  a  table 
covered  with  crimson  velvet,  on  chairs  wiiosc  corresponding 
cushions  were  stuffed  with  feathers.  And  thouirh  the  very  ap- 
pearance of  the  furniture  alone  was  enough  to  induce  a  fever, 
two  or  Uiiee  little  cliafing'dithes  with  live  coals  were  set  on 
the  table,  for  the  accommodation  of  those  who  were  inclined 
'  flaoke  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  which,  -with  wine^  spirits,  and 
cakes,  ii«ie  handed  round  to  the  company. 
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The  rcretiioiiy  oi  our  intioduction  being  oud(«d,  wo  pro- 
reedod  tVoiu  the  castle  to  the  coiintry-bousf  of  fan  Uecgcrr 
man,  the  second  in  eouiieil,  to  whieh  we  wrre  coincved  iu 
sm.'Ul  carriasxcs,  cac  li  drawn  l)v  a  pair  of  pouKN,  uud  dn\en 
by  a  ijlack  coachman,  who,  mounted  on  a  Lii^h  hox,  with  a 
large  tliree-corucred  bat  and  an  enorDiou&ly  long  whip,  formed 
no  unimportant  part  of  the  equipage.  Hie  distance  we  had 
to  travei  wa»  ooljr  about  a  mile  beyoad  the  city  gate.  We- 
entered  his  villa  by  a  draw-bridge  tbiown  acrots  a  moat,  with 
which  it  wat  tonounded,  and  whidi  was  iatended  as  well  &r 
omament  as  defieooe.  Behind  the  hotise  was  a  considerable 
piece  of  grouad  hud  out  with  much  foimslity  into  a  sort  of 
pleasuie  garden  intenected,  rutlier  injudiciously  it  would 
seem  in  such  a^dimate,  with  fish  ponds  and  canals  or,  more 
correctly  speaking,  with  |)uddles  and  ditclies  of  dirty  water. 
The  ground  was  wtW  stocked  with  all  kinds  of  tropical  fruits, 
and  many  rare  plants  peculiar  to  the  island.  Orange  ti-cea 
of  a  large  size,  shaildocks  and  mangoes  weiv  loaded  with 
fruil  ;  and  every  individual  of  tlie  vegetal)le  world  seemed  to 
flourish  with  a  \  iu"oron«i  luxuriance,  except  a  i'cw  sickly 
Kuropcau  )ilaai>,  wiuel)  were  here  and  theic  seen  drooping 
in  pots.  On  ohsen  ins  to  our  host  how  very  bountiful  nature 
had  bcca  to  this  islaiul  ui  the  distiibutiou  of  some  of  her 
choicest  stores,  he  replied,  "  Ya  mynheer  het  is  zpel  wacir." 
**  You  are  very  right,  Sir,  we  have  abundance  of  every 
"  thing ;  and  yet,"  continued  he,    Aef  w  een  venlaeki  kmdf" 

it  is  an  accuned  country,  to  say  the  best  of  it,  where  me 
*f  eat  poho»  and  tbnnk  pntU/mee  at  every  meai."  In  what 
tiiis  poison  and  pestilence  oMisbted  will  best  appear  by  a 
short  description  of  Vam  Weegerman^s  dinner. 
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Wt'  !>ad  «;rarcely  set  foot  in  the  liousc  wlicii  a  procession 
of  '^lavfs  Tiiudc  its  n pixarance.  uillt  wine  and  gin,  cordials, 
cakes  and  su  eetnieais ;  a  ceremony  that  was  repeated  to 
every  new  guest  who  arrived.  After  waiting  a  couple  of 
hours  the  signal  for  dinner  was  given  by  the  entrance  of  three 
female  slaves,  one  with  a  large  silver  bason,  the  second  with 
a  jar  of  the  same  nietal  filled  with  rose  water  for  washing  the 
hands,  aud  the  third  with  towc^  tbr  wiping  them.  Tlie  oom- 
*  pany  was  very  numeitnit  and*  the  ireatiier  being  lemaikably 
doBe»  the  Tclvet  coats  and  powdered  wigs  ^vete  now  thrown 
aside,  and  their  places  supplied  with  short  dimity  jackets 
and  muslin  night-caps.  I  cortainly  do  not  remember  ever  to 
have  seen  an  European  table  so  oomptetely  loaded  with  what 
Van  Weegennan  was  pleased  to  call  jNWWfi  and  putilenee. 
Fish  boiled  and  broiled»  fowls  in  curries  and  pUkan,  tuilues 
and  laige  capons,  Joints  of  beef  boiled  and  resisted  and 
stewed,  soups,  puddini^,  custards,  and  all  kinds  of  pastry, 
were  so  crowdrd  and  jumbled  together  that  there  was  scarcely 
Any  room  for  plates.  Of  the  several  kinds  of  dishes  there  was 
generally  a  pair:  a  turkey  on  one  side  had  its  brother tui*key 
on  the  other,  and  capon  «tared  at  capon.  A  slave  was 
placed  l)eliinfl  the  chair  of  each  guest,  besides  those  who 
handed  rovuul  wine,  gin,  cordials,  and  Dutch  or  Danish 
beer,  ail  of  which  are  used  profusely  by  the  Dutch  under  an 
idea  that,  by  promoting  perepiration,  they  carry  o(F  in  !>ouic 
degree  the  effects  of  the  poison  and  pestilence.  Ailer  dinner 
an  elegant  desert  was  senred  up  of  Chinese  pastry,  fruits  in 
g^t  variety,  and  sweetmeats.  There  wefe  not  any  hidies  in 
company.  Van  Weegerman  being  a  bachelor  had'  no 
females  in  his  house,  except  his  hamm  of  slaves  amounting  to 
about  fifty  in  number,  assorted  fiom  the  different  nations  of 
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the  East,  and  combining  every  tinge  of  coiuplrxion  from  the 
sickly  faded  hue  of  a  dried  tobacco  leaf  to  the  .sinning  polisl^ 
of  black  maftie.  A  band  of  Malay  musicians  played  in  the 
viraada  during  dinner.  .  ^. 

.  Erom  taUe  the  Dutch  part  of  the  jcompany  tetired  to  tiieir 
beds,'  in  coder  to  recover^  by  a  few  houn  aleej^  die  iatigaes 
of  eating  lind  drinking,  and  to  prepare  far  those  of  a  lar 
more  serious  meal  which  was  to  follow.  The  dinner,  in  fiict, 
is  eoDsadered  only  as  a  whetter  of  the  appetite  for  suppeL 
The  day  of  our  landing  hapjieued  to  be,  at  the  time  when  we 
visited  Batavia,  a  day  of  genenil  festivity.    It  was  the  8th  of 
liforch,  the  annivenajry  of  tlic  birth  of  Uie .Prince  of  Oranc:c, 
and  a  most  magnificent  entei-tainment  was  prepared  on  thp 
occasion  at  the  Governor's  country-house.    Here  we  had  an 
opportunity  of  witnessing  as  grand  a  display'  of  splendour 
and  luxurj'  as  the  weahli  and  the  productions  of  the  Ka^t 
could  supply  or  suofff'st.    Tbc  anmscments  out  of  doo^  ron- 
S!iste<l  of  a  biilliunt  exhibition  of  fuc-works'.  jKirllj  F.r.ropcan 
and  partly  Chin('s<',  wliich  w  rvc  Ic!  (*;Vi;i  the  n:;(.l--t  of  a  lariat* 
garden,  who^-c  avenues  w  vvc  i'uuch\il\\  jighlfd  u})  by  thiJU'^aiids 
of  Cliinese  piunka  lanleins,  h;in<;ina;  in  festoons  from  tlm 
branches  ol  llie  uees,  and  t  oniiectcd  witli  wreaths  of  uatural 
^nd  artificial  flowers.    To  tliose  who  ha4  never  had  an  op- 
p(»tumty  of  visiting  YauxfaaJU  these  iOnminations  were  gazed 
on  widi  rapture ;  but,  dazzling  and  splendid  as  they  certainly 
-were,  their  brilliancy  could  not  be  put  in  competition  witi;. 
that  which  lights  up  and  en1i\'ens  thejoyiul  scene  of  pleasure, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thames.  In  difi^nt  parts  of  the  Bata^- 
vian  {poden  Averc  slaiioiied  bands  of  musicians,  some  of 
which  were  Malays,  and  othen  Germans  belong^  to  the 
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garrisDn.  In  fi\>nt  of  tlie  liousc  a  Iqnir  ii*w  of  bootlis  wn«4 
erected,  in  which  were  cxliibiU'd  tlic  humours  of  a  Dutch 
fair;  and,*  what  to  us  was  tl»eu  more  intccesting,  among  these 
booths  were  two  or  tliree  temporary  theatres,  on  ^vliich 
Chhie&tj  couiedians  were  entertaining  the  a^owd  ou  our  first 
arrival,  and  they  omtioaed  to  act  wiUiout  intenxussion  the 
\rliole  night. 

Hsv-ing  satisfied  our  cotioutj  as  to  llie  &ir  and  die  ire- 
irofkt^  we  repftired  f6  the  bail  room;  where  the  faidieB  vcre 
aheadj  aa«nhled ;  and  here  we  were  (track  with  a  veiy  un* 
usoal  displaj  of  finery,  the  singnlaritf  of  wbidi  at  Ie«gt»  if 
not  ^  beauty,  vesy  forciblj  attracted  our  attention.  Let 
tiie  reader  imagine  to  himself  about  ei^tj  or  aiaelj  ladies 
seated  round  tlie  Mdes  of  a  long  narrow  tBOOm,  superbly 
dressed  in  Ihe  finest  muslins  that  India  affords,  spangled  with 
gold  and  silver,  and  elitterinj^  with  nibics  and  diamonds — Let 
him  fijnirc  to  hii!i^p|f  ;in  rquai  number  of  little  female  slaves, 
each  sitting  at  the  Icct  of  lirr  mistress,  and,  except  as  to  the 
ornamental  parts,  nearly  as  weli  dressed  as  hci-sclf — Let  him 
imagine  about  half  as  many,  as  tlicrc  were  ladies,  of  tall, 
bright,  braxeii  eaiullesticks,  like  those  thai  are  somctmies 
seen  on  the  altars  of  Komisih  churches,  arranged  in  a  row  on 
tlic  floor  iiiuuediatoly  before  these  splcmiul  i>eanties,  and 
retiectiug,  like  so  many  mirrors,  the  bnlliuat  objects  to 
which  they  were  opposed — Let  him,  moreover,  ligurc  to  him- 
self at  least  an  equal  number  of  gentlemen,  all  AiU  dressed 
in  coats  of  cut  velvet,  shag  breeches,  bag  wigs,  and  loaig 
swofds,  besides  the  British  officers  both  naval  «nd  mHilBry 
in  fhetr  respective  umfimns*  to  say  nothing  of  the  C!af]tt 
d^Mtjaet^Aod  having  da^Kited  this  assemfalagpof  olyeGts 
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in  a  long  nanov,-  room  plainly  fiunishcd,  he  will  then  have  a 
lolembly  correct  notion  of  tin-  ajUK-arance  of  tin-  (lovcrnor's 
ball-room  at  Ikita\  ia.    But  Ikmc,  out  of  tciuleruess  to  Ui^ 
Eastern  beauties,  I  ought  perha|)s  to  stop  short  a*;,  bj  en- 
tering into  a  more  detailed  description,  I  shall  Ix;  ctiaiipi  lled 
to  throw  a  shade  on  the  briiliaat  scene,   'llieir  dingy  com- 
pteikmft  tafficbmdj  indicated  their  idndred  coancxion  to 
of  the  Oriental  nations.   like  tlioae  of  tbe  Chinese  aild 
BiblayB,  their  Made  shining  locks,  i^istaiing  with  a  prafoaion 
of  cocoa  nut were  smoothed  up  all  round,  and  fixed  m  a 
knot  by  golden  bodkins  on  the  crown  ijf  the  head.   Uke  d^s 
Afak^,  ako^  the  gpeater  part  of  these  dingy  beauties  were  in 
the  ddicate  habit  of  chewing  the  areca  nut  and  betel,  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  which  soon  discovered  the  mistake  we 
had  ooinmitted  with  regard  to  the  Roman  candlesticks :  thej 
were,  in  fact,  the  ladies'  spitting-boxes,  to  wliich  the  f;f  ntce! 
part  of  tlie  Dutch  give  the  name  of  Quigpedoors,  (probably 
from  the  Spanish  word  Escupcdero,  a  spitting-dish  :)  but  the 
delicate  name  in  vulgar  use  among  the  Dutch  is  Spcuw-pofjicf. 
Whatever  real  or  pretended  advantages  the  I'atavian  fair  may 
derive  from  the  use  of  her  favonrite  masticatory,  the  appear- 
ance of  lier  moutli,  and  the  etlecL  a  produces,  are  to  a  Htranirer 
shocking  and  nauseous,  and,  one  would  suppose,  an  uiviucibie 
antidote  agauibt  luspiiing  the  tender  pas^on. 

The  pcaris  and  the  diamonds,  spread  in  proSuion  over  die 
falac)t  shining  locks  of  the  ladies,  appeared  to  great,  advantage 
on  stich  aground ;  and  those  whose drcnmstaaoes did  not  aHow 
of  so  grand  a  display  of  jewds  as  thev  wealthier  ndghboni% 
contrived,  however,  to  make  amends  by  the  leis  gUtterio^ 
bat  not  die  less  agreeable,  onuunent  of  chipkts  of  firagra^l 
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flowers,  sucli  a:*  the  Ni/ctanthes  or  AiaLnaii  ja-,mmc  (called 
here  Sambac),  the  Plumeria,  ilie  Michelia  Tchampacay  axid 
^  Poltanthes  or  tuberose.  The  wlwle  mom  irts  scented 
with  the  powerful  fhigrance  of  tlwse  and  otiier  odorifenMu 
plants,  whote  perfumes  were  not,  however,  unmized  iridi  the 
less  agreeable  smell  of  cocoa  nut  oil.  The  Govemo/s  daugh- 
ter, who  by  the  motiier's  side  was  of  a  dingy  bieed»  was  so 
bespangled  with  jewels  that,  according  to  the  Dutchmen's 
valuation,  she  was  whispered  to  be  worth  twenty  thousand 
lixdoUan,  or  about  four  thousand  pounds,  as  she  then  stood. 

These  ladies,  thus  splendidly  adorned  to  appear  in  odm* 
pan)',  are  dressed,  when  at  home,  just  like  their  slaves,  in 
long  loose  printed  or  chctiuercd  cotton  gowns,  bare  headed, 
barenecked,  barelci^ged,  and  bare  tooted.  Their  only  ob- 
ject at  home  is  to  keep  thcnisch  es  ("(xjI,  and  at  their  perfect 
case ;  and  by  so  doing,  and  living  a  more  temperate  hfe, 
the  mortahty  is  by  no  means  so  great  among  the  women  as  in 
the  other  sex. 

• 

A  little  after  midnight  a  magnifioeat  snpper  was  serred  up 
in  tiie  gicat  hall  which,  it  is  almost  mmeoessary  to  add,  con- 
sisted of  every  luxury  and  delicacy  that  the  united  stores  of 
Asia  and  Europe  could  supply.  The  company  amounted  at 
least  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  Tlie  old  Governor 
^tio,  with  the  rest  of  the  Dutchmen,  had  hitherto  kept  on 
bis  fill!  dressed  suit  of  vdvct,  now  threw  off  his  coat  and  wi|^ 
and  took  his  seat  at  table  in  a  light  nmslin  jacket  and  a  night> 
cap.  Many  of  the  ladies,  fblbwing  his  example,  laid  aside 
their  spangled  gowns,  and  appeared  in  tlieir  dimity  jackets, 
■i  hese  jolly  dames  took  especial  care  tlial  the  strangers  should 
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be  well  plied  with  wine,  to  wliich,  at  the  same  time,  they 
were  by  no  means  backward  in  helping  themselves.   Some  of 

the  cider  sort  sat  at  table  to  a  late  hour,  wliile  the  younger 

part  rctumcd  to  the  ball-room,  where  reels  and  jigs  and  liorQ-> 
pipes  now  took  place  of  country  dances.  A  Senfo-Bafaviatf 
officer  displayed  liis  mw-honed  activity  in  n  saraband,  to 
the  great  amusement  of  the  native  dames,  who  had  seldom 
witnessed  such  uindjle  ca]>crinc:.  So  fascinating  was  the  en- 
tertainment that  it  was  near  tour  in  the  morning  ix*fore  the 
companv  dispersed. 

It  is  almost  superfluous  to  remark  how  very  ill  suited  is  the 
mode  of  life  I  have  here  described  to  an  equiuoxial  climate. 
But  the  Dntchman,  whose  predominant  vice  in  Europe  is 
avarice,  rising  into  affluence  in  an  unhealthy  foreign  settlement, 
almost  invariably  changes  this  part  of  bis  character  and,  with  a 
thorough  contempt  of  the  fhi^  maxim  of  MoBtre's  L'Avare, 
lives  to  eat  rather  tfakn  eats  to  live.  His  motto  is,  **  Let  u^ 
**  eat  and  drink,  for  to  morrow  we  die."  He  observes,  it  is 
true,  the  old  maxim  of  rising  at  an  early  hour  in  the«moniing, 
not  however  for  the  sake  of  enjoying  the  cool  breeze,  and 
of  taking  moderate  exercise,  but  rather  to  begin  the  day's' 
career  of  eating  and  drinking.  Ilis  first  essay  is  usually  a 
sopie  or  glass  of  gin,  to  which  succeed  a  c»ip  of  cofiee  and  a 
pipe.  His  stomach  thus  fortified,  he  Immgcs  about  the  great 
hall  of  the  house,  or  the  viranda  if  in  the  country,  with  a 
loose  night-gown  carelessly  thrown  over  his  shoulders,  a- 
night-cap  and  slipj>crs,  till  about  eight  o'clock,  wliich  is  th.e 
usual  hour  of  breakfast.  This  is  frenerally  a  ^t-Jid  meal  of 
dried  meat,  fish  and  poultry  made  into  cnnies,  eggs,  rice, 
strong  becT  and  spirits.    Currie  and  nee  is  a  standing  dish 
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at  all  iiiealii  and  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  being  considered 
as  an  excellent  stimulus  1)  theistomach.  The  business  of  the  day 
occupies  lit  tit:  more  ihun  a  couple  of  hours,  from  Icii  hi  twelve, 
when  lie  ugum  sits  down  to  dinner,  u  meal  Lliat  is  some- 
whnt  more  solid  than  the  breakfiist,  From  taUe' he  retires  to 
sleep  aiul  icniains  invisible  till  alxmt  five  in  evening,  when 
he  rises  and  prepares  for  taUog  ft  ride  or  a  walk,  but  generally 
the  fonner.  In  the  open  dootB  of  the  Itttle  coveted  cairiages 
male  or  female  slaves,  or  both,  rit  on  the  sfeps,  according  as 
they  may  happen  to  be  occupied  by  gentlemen  or  ladies. 

From  seven  to  nine  aie  die  usual  hours  fiv  receiving  and 
retnhiittg  visits,  when  they  play  canb,  drink  vine,  and 
smoke  tobacco.  In  the  dry  season  these  evening  parties 
generally  meet  in  the  little  summer-houses  which,  as  I  have 
already  noticed,  arc  built  on  the  margin  of  the  canals,  smifl^ 
iug  the  nauseous  effluvia  which  abundantly  evaporate  from 
the  nearly  stan;nnnt  water,  and  tormented  by  myriads  of 
mosquitoes  and  other  insects,  for  llir  prnp:i*i?ir((in  of  which 
tlie  climate,  the  dirty  water,  and  the  everj^reen  trees,  are  sO 
remarkably  favourable.  The  luhabitants,  however,  are  so 
passionately  attiiched  to  their  canals  and  their  trees,  that  a 
proposal  in  the  Council  to  fill  u|)  the  one  and  cut  down  the 
other  had  almost  produced  an  msurrcction  in  the  city.  But 
neither  these  insects,  troublesome  as  they  are,  nor  tlie  stench 
of  the  water,  can  be  consMered  as  the  most  ofkuAte 
nuisances  to  which  those  evening  parties  are  liable  to  be  ex- 
posed.- The  tower  class  of  the  inhiabitants,  the  Javanese,  Has 
Malays,  the  Chinese,  and  the  slaves  of  every  nation,  descend 
the  steps  of  wooden  ladders  placed  down  the  ndes  of  the 
canals,  and  tjiere^  without  any  ceremony,  perform  the  rites 
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of  tiie  goddess  wlio,  in  our  country  at  least,  is  usually  wor- 
shipped in  retirement.  Both  men  and  women  are  constantly 
meeting  on  the  same  step,  without  Ix'in^  in  the  least  discon- 
ceited  with  tliems€lve»,  or  molested  l)v  the  j)res<Mie<'  of  the 
parties  in  the  summer-houses  or  bye-slandeis  in  the  street. 
The  man  turns  his  back  to  tlie  Avater,  and  the  woman  faces 
it.  At  tliis  tmic  of  the  day  the  canals  are  all  alive  with  the 
Dumben  of  men,  women,  and  children,  tliat  promiscuously 
ploogB  into  the  water.  T3ie  womeii  are  oonsideied  as  tbe 
best  swimmers,  paddling  with  their  hands  in  the  same  manner 
as  quadrupeds  do»  and  not  striking  out  as  is  the  common 
piBctioe  among  Euiopeans. 

But  these  comreniendcs  and  amusements  which  the  canals 
afiord*  and  which  are  carried  on  under  the  eyes  of  the  parties 
of  pteasioe  assembled  on  their  banks,  gross  astheyaie,  majr 

be  considered  as  still  less  disgusting  than  a  gcnenil  usaiTO  in 
the  city,  by  which  they  are  immediately  succeeded.  1  have 
somewhere  met  witli  an  obsenation,  that  an  Knglishmar!  in 
buiUiinf;  a  house  hi'st  plans  out  the  kitchen,  and  a  Dutchinrm 
t\'r'  iiecessarv.  But  the  Duteli  in"  Bata\*ia,  like  the  good 
j)tm;]e  of  I'Ahnhvngh,  have  contri\e(l  to  dis[)ensc  with  con- 
vcnieucicis  of  this  kind,  for  which  1  have  heard  two  (litlereiit 
reasons  assigned  :  one  is,  that  the  heat  ul  the  climate  would 
operate  so  as  to  create  u  puirid  fever  in  the  c  ii  v  ;  and  the  other, 
tliat  the  great  bandicoot  rat,  of  which  1  have  spoken  in  the  last 
chapter,  would  infest  the  .tem|de  in  such  amanner  as  to  reader 
the  lesort  to  it  unsafe,  especiaUy  for  the  male  sex :  the  fint 
is  absuid,  the  last  ridiculous.  Instead,  however,  of  such 
places  of  retirement  they  substitute  large  jars,  inanufactme^ 
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for  the  orciision  in  China,  narrow  at  toj),  low,  and  bulsing 
on\  in  ihr  middle  to  a  "^I'eat  width.  These  jars  remain  im- 
disturbcd,  m  a  certain  corner  of  tlie  house,  lor  twenty-four 
'hours ;  at  the  end  of  which  time,  tliat  is  to  say  at  nine  in 
the  evenin!:y,  the  hoiu-  when  all  the  parties  usuallv  break  up 
and  return  to  tiieir  respective  homes,  the  Chinese  .tampans  or 
dirt  boats  begin  to  traversni  the  cunals  of  the  city.  At  the  ireU 
IfLQCwn  cry  of  these  industrious  collectors  of  dirt,  the  sls?es 
finom  the  oppodite  lumMS  dart  out  witb  their  loaded  jars*  and 
em  p  I }  their  contents  in  bulk  into  the  boats.  In  this  manner  the 
CSiinese  scavengers,  paddling  in  their  sampaios  along  the  sevend 
canals,  collect  fiom  house  to  house,  for  the  use  of  tliaff  counby- 
men  who  are  the  only  gardeners,  **  the  golden  stove."  Such  a 
Custom,  in  such  a  climate,  can  be  no  less  injurious  to  health 
than  it  is  indecent  and  disgusting.  But  the  Dutdi  a|^iear  to 
be  as  insensible  of  the  one  as  thej  are  reconciled  to  the  otiber. 
If  thejr  happen  to  catch  a  passing  breeze  charirrrl  with  the 
:  perfume  of  these  jars,  they  coolly  obser\'e,  "  Daar  bloeit  dt 
\  **  /oo/a  nontt*  horns" — the  nine  o'clock  flower  m  jtat  in  bhstom" 

The  blooming  of  tlir  nine  o'clock  floncr  is  the  sicrnaJ  for  all 
parties  to  disperse  and  betake  themselves  to  their  respective 
homes,  where,  aft(ir  a  smoking  hot  supper,  whicii  is  always 
readv  to  receive  tlieni,  they  immediately  retire  to  rest.  The 
iii  ciit^i  that  must  necessarily  result  Iroin  such  an  intem- 
perate life  as  I  have  here  described  arc,  indeed,  not  less  per- 
nicious than  **  poison  and  pestilence.''  The  natives  are  de- 
stroyed at  an  early  period. of  life,  and  the  new  comers  raieljr 
'  get  over  what  is  called  **  the  seasoning.''  Those  fev  that 
escape  grow  unwieldy  and  corpulent,  bnt  are  soft,  lax,  and 
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weak,  afibrding  no  bad  illustration  of  an  aiirieiit  iloctniic  re- 
corded by  Pliny,  "  Somno  concoquac  corpulcntiic  quam  Jirmi- 
"  tati  utilim." — "  Digestion  in  sleep  is  luuro  conducive  to 
**  corpulency  than  strengtli. "  In  fact,  sucl»  habits  ol'  hfe,  in 
such  a  dimate*  could  not  &il  to  exhaust  the  strength  and  en- 
feeble the  orafltilsutioii.  The  functioBS  of  life  are  iktigued, 
the  powers  of  the  body  tote  worn  oat  by  luxury,  indolence^ 
and  volttptuoiiaiieas ;  and  whea  disease  attacks  tbem,  llie 
feeble  victiiii,  nitbout  nefves  or  stamina  to  resist  it,  fiilb  a 
speedy  sac^ifice^  aad  sinks  into  the  gnive.  Deaths  of  tins 
kind  ate  so  fiequent  at  Batavia,  that  they  searoely  make  any 
impression  upon  the  minds  of  tlie  inhabitants.  Tlie  fre> 
quoicy  of  the  event  has  rendered  it  familiar ;  and  they  shew 
no  signs  of  emotion  or  surprize,  beyond  the  shrug  of  the 
shoulder,  when  they  hear  in  the  morning  of  the  death  of  the 
person  with  whonx  they  supped  in  seemingly  good  health  the 
evening  before. 

Unexpected   proiiiotions  and  cxtraoidinary   riiuoves  to 

atuations,  different  from  what  the  succenlul  candidates  were 

originaUy  designed,  are  not  unfirequently  the  consequences  of 

the  great  and  rapid  mortality  of  Batavia.  Our  friend  Wee> 

g^rman  left  his  native  country  in  the  humble  capacity  of  sail- 

inaker  to  one  of  the  Company's  ships.  Hie  barber  has  more 

tiian  once  quitted  the  shaving  profession  for  the  pulpit  The 

phy^dans  have  almost  invariably  emerged  out  of  diat  class 

of  men  whose  original  occupation  was  the  handling  of  anuar^ 

and  who,  in  their  native  country, 
• 

«■     ■idiw'd,  drew  teetb,  «nd  hreidAI  a  nb." 
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In  hn\h  professions,  however,  there  liave  ht.cn  occasionaUy 
at  Batavin  nu-n  of  tjiloiit  and  character.  But  au  cquiiioxial 
climate  IS  not  moro  tavovirahlo  tor  tlie  growth  of  the  arte  and 
sciences  than  a  polar  one.  To  give  elasticity  to  the  expan- 
sion of  the  niinil,  and  a  igoiir  to  tliose  energies  of  which  it  is 
capable,  the  lK)dy  requires  to  be  placed  in  liiat  state  of  ease 
which  no  art  nor  jjampering  luxuries  can  possibly  place  it  in 
the  extremes  of  heat  or  cold.  Yet  with  evary  inomvenieace 
atteniling  the  worst  of  climat«i  the  Batavian  societj  has 
printed  six  octavo  Tolumes,  irfaicb,  if  ^ttey  do  not  displaj 
much  depth  of  learning,  evince  at  least  a  laudable  desue  of 
extending  the  sphere  of  useAil  knowiedge. 

The  next  description  of  the  inhabitants  of  BataTia>  who  in 
numbers  and  in  opulence  exceed  the  fomer,  is  the  Chbese. 
These  people,  as  appean  from  their  records,  first  obtained  a 
settlement  on  Java  about  the  year  1412.  As  intruders,  but 
not  conquerors,  it  is  probable  they  have  at  all  times  been 
subject  to  harsh  and  oppressive  treatment ;  but  therestiictioas 
and  extortions  under  which  they  at  present  labour  seem  tjo  be 
as  unnecessary  and  impolitic  as  they  are  unjust.  Tliat  they 
should  consent  to  the  Mahomedan  ^falavs  and  Javanese 
exerrisinc; their  dtnotionsin  tlie  same  tenipic  wliich  they  built 
at  their  on  n  rxpcncM-,  and  rons(M  ratrd  to  the  god  of  their 
own  \vorslij|),  is  by  no  means  an  untax x)urable  feature  in  their 
i  haractcr ;  l)ut  on  the  part  of  tiie  Dutrli,  who  enforce  the 
nu  Mbure,  it  Is  one  of  the  greatest  insults  thut  could  wcU  be 
oflfeicd.  The  Chinese  hospital  or  infirmary,  which  was 
erected  by  voluntary  ccmtributions  from  their  own  community, 
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«nd  is  supp<»ted  by  legacies,  by  proHts  arising  from  theatric 
oal  exhibitioKHi  and  fire-works,  and  by  a  small  tax  oa  mar- 
riaiG^,  fiinerals,  and  celebrations  of  public  festivals,  is  equally 
open  for  the  Ix^ncfit  and  reception  of  those  who  have  not 
contributpfi  towards  the  establishment,  and  who  do  not  b(^- 
long  to  tlieir  society.  Into  this  admirable  institution  arc  in- 
discriminately admitted  th<^  infirm  and  the  aged,  the  iViond- 
l^s  and  the  indigent,  of  all  nations.  Towards  the  support  of 
tliose  institutions,  (he  temj)le  and  the  luln  inary,  their  contri- 
butions are  voluntary  ;  but,  exclusive  of  these,  their  industry 
is  tererely  taxed  by  the  Dutch  government,  Every  vdi^ous 
festival  and  pnfaKc  ceremony,  every  popular  amnsemfint,  as 
wen  as  eveij  faiaoch  of  indavidoal  industry,  are  sulject  to 
tescatioD.  They  are  eren  obliged  to  pay  for.  a  licence  to 
wear  their  bair  in  a  long  plaited  tail,  aoooiding  to  tbe  custoai 
of  tbdr  country ;  Ibr  pennission  to  bring  tbeir  greens  to 
marked  and  to  sdl  'tb<^  produce  and  manufactures  in 
tiie  streets.  Y<t  to  tiie  industry  and  the  exertions  of  tlusse 
people  are  the  Dutch  wholly  indebted  for  the  means  of 
existing  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  comfort  in  B»- 
tavia.  Every  spedea  of  vegetable  for  the  table  is  raised 
by  them  in  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  at  times  when 
the  most  indefatigable  attention  and  labour  are  required. 
TlioY  arc  ihasons,  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  paiutci-s,  up- 
holsterers, tailors,  and  shoemakers;  they  are  employed 
m  tlio  arts  of  distilling,  sugar-refmiiig,  pottery,  lime  burn- 
ing, and  every  other  trade  and  profession  that  are  indis- 
pensably necessary  for  making  the  state  of  dviliaed  so- 
ciety tolerably  comfortable.  They  are,  moreover,  the  con- 
tractors for  supplying  the'Tarious  demands  of  the  civil, 
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military,  and  marine  rstabli^^hmcul-  \n  the  5t»ttlemf*nt ;  they 
are  the  collectors  of  the  rents,  tiie  customs,  aiid  the  taxes ; 
and,  in  short,  are  the  monopolisers  of  the  interior  commerce 
of  the  island,  and,  with  the  Malajrs,  carry  ou  the  principal 
part  of  the  coasting  trade. 

That  intlucQce  which  Trould  naturallj  folhnr  firom  the 
management  of  concerns  so  very  importHnt  tatd  extauive» 
could  not  long  be  regarded  by  m  weak  and  kmanous  goTen^ 
ment  without  jealousy.  Tlioae  aits  which  Bnopeans  have 
Qtnally  employed  with  mco^  in  eBtaHiaipny  themadRS  in 
foidgn  countries*  and  which  the  Dutch  have  not  been  haekp 
waid  in  cacefiiHy  studying  and  effectually  canying  into  pno^ 
tice,  with  regard  to  the  natiTes  of  Java,  could  not  be  applied 
with  the  least  hope  of  success  to  the  Chinese  settlers.  These 
people  had  no  sovenagn  to  dethrone,  by  opposing  to  him  the 
claims  of  an  usurper ;  nor  did  the  separate  interests  of  any 
petty  cliiels  allow  ihrm,  by  exciting  jealousy,  to  put  in  exe- 
cution tlie  old  adiiL'^o  ot  divide  et  impem,  divide  and  com- 
mand. "With  as  little  Iiope  of  success  could  the  masters  of 
the  jshuul  venture  to  sediu-i^  an  industrious  and  abstemious 
people  from  their  tenij)erate  habits,  by  the  temptation  of 
ibreiiin  Ivixurics ;  and  their  general  disposition  to  soljricty 
held  out  no  encoui.iiieineul  tor  the  importation  of  spirituous 
liquors  and  intoxicating  drugs.  For  though  the  Chinese,  who 
are  in  drcumstanccs  to  aAxd  it,  make  use  of  opium  to  ex- 
cess, yet  this  is  a  luxury  in  which  the  common  people  of  this 
nation  tardy  think  of  indulging.  The  Dutch,  therefore,  who 
were  weak  in  point  of  number^  had  reooutse  to  a  more  de- 
cisive and  speedy  measuie  of  getting  rid  of  a  ledundancy  of 
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popii lilt  ion,  which  liad  Ix^gua  ta  cceate.ftUspicio}i  aod  alainu 
Xiiny  put  tiiejii  to  Uie  sword. 

'ITie  horribk?  scones  that  were  exhibited  in  this  ahoinmable 
transaction,  Avliich  took  place  in  the  year  1740,  have  fre- 
qtiendy  been  mentioned,  but  die  subject  was  never  fairlv 
investigated.  The  cause  has  been  a&cnbcd  solely  to  the 
Xhitcli  Cknrcraor  V&lkamert  «rlio,  diMppoiated  in  not  being 
aUetoestoftalarge  sum  of  moaey  fioii  ti»  Chiaeie  chie6 
£ot  pemuMon  to  odefamte  Miiie  particnhr  least*  aocuaed 
dMB  of  «  plot  against  the  gowmnnent  Manj  othen»  hov- 
«ver»  are  supposed  to  hare  been  implicated  in  tlib  afBur; 
and  it  is  stronglj  suspected  that,  in  cvderto  get  rid  of  &fther 
iaquiiy,  tiie  ooadjulors  found  it  espcdient  to  put  an  end  to 
the  Governor  bj  poison.  Ute  causes  assigned  on  the  public 
«  iQCQfds  of  Batavia  are  too  absurd  to  deserve  the  least  degrct 
cf  credit.  By  these  it  would  appear  that  a  nian»  assuming 
tiie  dumactCT  of  a  descendant  of  the  Emperor  oF  Cliina, 
formed  a  conspiracy  M'ith  some  of  the  Princes  of  Java,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  exterminate  the  Dutch  ;  that,  with 
this  view,  tlicy  }i:u]  ]irriviclcd  themselves  with  a  (junntity  of 
wooden  cannon  to  batur  down  (he  walls  of  the  city;  that 
tluiir  plan  was  to  seize  the  persons  of  the  Governor  (Teneral 
and  the  Council,  whose  destiny  was  to  be  that  of  undjrt  ila- 
bearers  to  tlic  Chinese  chief;  but  th<*  wives  of  these  noble 
personages  wcrt^  to  be  cut  into  in  meed  meat,  in  order  to  be 
eaten  by  the  Chinese  at  one  of  their  solenm  feasts :  that  a 
general  auto  du  ft  was  to  be  hdd  in  the  early  part  of 
the  day  for  all  Dutchmen  that  should  be  taken,  and' in 
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the  evening  that  all  the  women  were  to  suffer  the  same 
deatii.  Their  children  ^vere  tu  be  ijlaven  to  the  iiupcnai 
family. 

Od  siidk  tidiculous  nifaiiBes  was  fhe  Cldone  cbkf  dragged 
to  the  stadt-house,  wliere  the  most  horrid  tortuns  weite  em* 
plojed  for  the  purpose  of  extottiiig  from  him  the  conftsaioii 
of  a  crime  whidi  it  had  never  entered  into  his  mind  to  com* 
mit;  and,  at  the  same  time,  about  five  hundred  of  this  na^ 
tion  were  tlinnrn  into  imson.  Tlie  Dutdi  guards  were 
doubled ;  and,  \rh\]e  the  work  of  torture  was  going  on,  a 
firie,  unluckilj  for  the  Chinese,  l)roke  out  in  that  quarter  of 
l]ic  suhuibs  which  was  pnrticularij  inhabited  by  them.  This 
accident,  occurring  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  without  the 
walls,  was  nevertheless  constrnrd  into  a  malicious  intention 
t<i  set  fire  to  the  whole  rif  v,  Tiie  ual<  s  were  doiil>ly  guarded, 
the  ]i;ilt"-f;}*«t  hiir^hcrs  wore  anru^d,  tlie  soldiers  drawn  ont, 
and  tlie  siulors  landed  i'vo\n  the  .slii|)s  in  the  load. 
Chinese  were  ordncd,  by  pruclamaliun,  to  confine  tlienisehes 
to  th<  ir  litiuscs  :  luif  teiTOr  overcoming  their  (hscrctioii,  and 
teaiud  ot  tx  ing  niurderetl  within  doors,  thev  roslied  Ibrth  to 
mcci  their  fate  in  the  streets.  The  liornd  tragedy  now  be- 
g5in,  and  neidier  age  nor  sex  could  avail  in  preserving  the 
victims  firom  assafsination.  About  four  hundred  who  had 
fled  to  their  hospital,  and  five  hundred  wlio  liad  been  im- 
prisoned, were  speefiily  put  to  death.  Numbers  without  the 
citj,  who  had  hastened  to  the  gates  to  learn  what  was  doii^ 
within,  were  set  upon  by  the  soldiers  and  put  to  dtath. 
Within,  the  stteets  ran  with  blood. 


No  soonfvr  had  the  work  of  destruction  ended  tliiui  iliat  of 
plunder  began.  Tlie  soldiers  and  sailors  \rerc  seen  ?,ci"aiiihlniq 
among  the  dead  bodies,  their  hats  and  pockets  loaded  ^vull 
dollars,  quarrelling  for  the  spoil,  fighting,  maiming,  anil 
murdering  one  another.  This  extcaordinary  afikir  took  place 
on  the  9th  of  October;  the  whole  of  the  10th  wu  a  day  of 
.plunder;  and  on  tiie  11th  they  began  to  remove  out  of  the 
•treett  thedead  bodies,  the  interment  of  wluch  employed  them 
eight  da^ra.  The- number'  said  lo  have  penished,  acoofdmg 
to  the  Dutch  account,  amounts  to  move  than  twelve  thousand 
souls.  Ihviag  thus  completed  one  of  the  most  inhuman  and 
apparendj  causdess  transactions  that  ever  disgraced  a  • 
civilised  people,  thej  liad  the  audacity  to  prodaim  a  public 
thanksgiving  to  the  God  of  meicy  for  their  bappj  deliverance 
from  the  hands  of  the  heathen. 

Whale  the  Dutch,  in  their  public  records,  endeavour  to 
justify  this  atrocious  act  on  the  plea  of  necessity,  they  make 
the  following;  memorable  observation  :  "  It  is  remarkable  that 
"  this  people,  notwithstanding  their  great  numbers,  otiered 
**  not  tlie  least  resistance,  but  suffeiwl  themselves  to  be  led 
**  as  sheep  to  the  slaughter."  For  my  own  ])art,  when  I  re- 
flect on  the  timid  character  of  the  Chinese,  their  nant  of 
confidence  in  each  other,  and  tlieir  strong  aversion  to  the 
shedding  of  human  blood ;  and  when  I  compare  their  situa> 
ticn  in'BatavJa  with  that  of  the  Hottentots  m  the  colony  of 
the  Cape  cf  Good  Hope,  where  every  little  irregularity  is 
magnified  into  a  plot  agunst  the  government,  I  cannot  for- 
bear ,gtving  a  decided  opinion  that  these  people  were  in- 
nocently murdered.  The  consequences  to  ^  Dutch  proved 
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much  more  smous  Uiaii  at  first  they  seemed  to  hare  been 
aware  of.  The  terrified  Chinese  who  escapoil  the  massacre  tied 
into  the  interior  of  the  ii>Lmd ;  a  scarcity  of  rice  and  every 
kind  of  vegetables  succeeded;  and  the  iqipfdieiiaiooi  of  a 
ftmine  iaduoed  fbem  to  «Ar  taoM  to  the  fugitive  and  to 
entmt  tbonr  xetnra. 

'  On  onotfaor  oecMkm  at  »  supposed  oonqdracy  aguart  the 
govenuaeDt^  the  Dutch  acted  nHk  a  Tigpur  ooold 
•cModj  be  justified  ob  any  eneigflMf .  The  dnef,  wiA 
twenty  of  the  oaiispu«ton»  me  CQodeBHifid  to  Mfc  dealli, 
**  by  beiqg'fttiiBtched  on  a  CKM ;  the  fleih  of  Hieir  arms, 
*•  and  breast  torn  awa}'  with  red  hot  pincers ;  thciir  befliet 
**  rijjpcd  up,  and  their  hearts  thro\vn  in  their  hucea;  their 
"  heads  cut  off  and  stuc^  upon  |k>le»,  and  their  mangled 
"  carcases  exposed  to  be  devoured  by  the  fowls  of  the 
**  air,"  &c.  Sec.  And  after  this  sentence  was  put  in  execu- 
tion, a  solemn  thnnksgiving  v  as  proclaimed  ;  and  the  follow- 
ing day  thirty  uuuc  were  broken  on  the  wheel.  l  o  perpe- 
tuate tliis  fonspiracy,  a  skreen  or  blaiik  wall  is  erected,  with 
a  death's  head  stu(  k  on  the  top,  on  the  spot  where  the  house 
of  the  rebel  chief  stood  ;  anil  on  tlie  skreen  is  written, 
in  the  Dutcli,  Trench,  Portugueze,  Malay,  and  Ciiinese 
languages,  the  following  sentence;  "  Here  once  stood  the 
**  home  of  Uie  abominable  wretch  Peter  Erberfiddt,  where  a 
**  house  shall  never  again  stand  to  the  eod<tf  time^ .  Bitafk, 
•*  Cid  April  1793* 

t 

Hub  lastcoiupirator  iras  anative  of  Batavi^  and  nearly  eon* 
nected  with  some  of  the  principal  families  of  dAjavanese.  The 
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fttifltanoe  which  the  Dutch  have  cxpetienced  from  this  people 
has,  at  all  times,  been  trifling.  Their  spirit,  if  ever  they  had 
any,  seems  to  liavc  hrcn  completely  subdued  by  their  Ma- 
Itomedan  conquerors,  some  rontiirics  before  their  i<lniid  was 
discovered  by  Europeans.  AV  Jiat  they  niigaL  lane  been  in 
early  ages  history  does  not  inform  us ;  but,  at  the  present 
day,  their  state  and  condition  are  by  no  meanf«  etiviable. 
Sunk  into  the  lowest  stage  of  apathy,  they  seem  to  be  utterly 
incajjablc  of  any  s^reat  exertions.  Their  Princes  are  prisoners 
to  a  handful  of  Dutchmen,  and  the  landholdei's  are  slaves  to 
tlie  Princes^  We-  endeavoured  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  King  of 
BaoDtuii,  bat  iveie  pRrenfeed  bj  a  Dutdi  officer,  who  com- 
maiided  fte  ioit  ia  which  ha  resided,  and  who,  as  i&  Trin- 
ciib's  government^  appeared  to  be  YloeiDy  over  the  King. 
But  a  slate  of  imprisonment  can  scarcely  be  coosidefed  as 
amy  hardship  to  oaie  who  has  no-  care  fi»r  the  wdiare  of  his 
sobjects,  who  cQBsahs  only  bodily  ease,  and.  who  lives  in  the 
^nn  pemmsion  of  the  pn^wad  wisdom  in  wluch  the  old 
Oriental  maxim  Is  fbonded,  fhat  it  is>beiter  to  stand  than 
<*  to  walk,  to  lie  down  th^  to  sit,  to  sleep  than  to  be  awake, 
*•  and  that  death  is  the  best  of  all."  Agreeably  to  such  sen- 
timents, the  life  of  a  Javanese  ot  condition  is  an  invariable 
rovmd  of  indefatigable  and  persevering  indolence.  To  him  the 
supreme  blessings  of  life  consist  in  stretching  himself  at  full 
lensfth,  or  sitting  cross-]c2;!2:cd  on  a  carpet,  the  whole  day  long 
Surrounded  by  women;  or,  in  his  n  nre  lively  hours,  attended 
by  musicians  with  drums  and  srjaalimj;  flutes,  by  dauciiis^ 
men  and  dancing  women,  whilst,  with  placid  indifference 
and  unshaken  tranquiUity,  he  draws  the  smolic  through  the 
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tube  of  his  hookar,  tiikcs  his  dose  of  opium,  or  chews  his 
pneparatioo  of  Lictel-pepper,  areca  nut  and  diimam. 

In  the  dances  of  the  w  oinoi,  liowevcr  pleasing  to  a  Java- 
nese eye,  ail  European  v  iil  not  find  any  thin »  interesting  or 
elegant.  They  consisi,  ;is  m  huha,  of  certain  lascivious  mo- 
tions of  the  hody,  liead,  and  anns,  whilst  the  feet  remain  as 
it  were  rivetted  to  the  floor.  TTie  contortions  of  the  body 
that  are  practised  by  the  men  maj  with  more  propriety  be 
called  poitanMnaking  than  daiwang. 

The  private  hours  of  a  Javanflie  Prince  are  uoatty  pased 
in  the  society,  or  at  least  in  the  pfeaence,  of  women.  He 
feds  himself,  pcohably,  moie  aecnie  in  their  attendance  than 
he  would  do  in  that  of  his  own  sex.  HeinliilsasniBnyintothe 
number  of  his  wives  as  he  chuses.  Polygamy  is  allowable  to 
any  extent,  and  the  ladies  take  rank  according  to  the  priority  of 
their  introduction  into  the  haram.  The  eoniparativeestimation 
in  which  the  sex  is  held  is  sufficiently  declared  in  one  of  their 
laws,  by  which  it  is  ordained  that  if  a  man,  either  by  accident 
or  design,  shall  kill  his  wife,  he  must  pay  to  her  relations  the 
full  value;  but  if  the  wite  kill  her  hn<=  hind,  she  must  suffer 
death.  Pecuniary  compensations  arc  <i  lur  tlicft  and  mur- 
der and  almost  every  other  crime,  rxeept  treason  against 
the  Prinee  ;  and  when  the  criminal  is  unable  to  jjay  the  fine, 
he  is  usually  ssold  as  a  slave.  The  power  of  a  Javanese  Prince 
over  his  subjects  is  very  limited  in  some  respects,  in  others  it 
is  absolute.  By  a  sort  of  feudal  right  they  arc  liable  to  be- 
come his  sfanres,  in  which  situation  he  exeidses  o?er  them  an 
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uncontrolled  sway.  Mlicn  a  man,  for  instance,  dies  and 
leaves  l)chind  him  ehildreii  tbnt  nre  either  under  age  or  un- 
married, liis  wives,  iiis  tliiidi-cu  and  j)r()|)erJy  fall  to  the 
Prinee,  and  are  eon.si<lfre<l  to  Ix-  taken  ijy  Intn  in  lieu  of  the 
mililarv  service  of  the  d<  i  t-used,  to  which  he  had  a  chnui. 
Tim  light  is  not,  however,  generally  exercised.  The  chief 
being  considered  as  the  sole  proprietary  of  the  soil,  all  lands 
arc  held  of  him  under  the  tenure  of  military  service,  and  a  pro- 
portion <tf  tfadr  produce ;  but  siiioe  die  Bcttlemcnt  of  the  Dutch 
on  Java,  the  several  Princes \iot  only  oblige  the  peasantry  to 
cultivate  particular  articles  suitable  for  exportation,  but  take 
.  from  them  such  proportion  of  the  })roduce  as  will  meet  the 
terms  on  which  they  may  hare  coocluded  their  agreement 
with  die  Dutch.  Tonneriy  they  exacted  one  half  of  the  pio» 
duoe  by  way  of  rent,  but  they  are  now  said  to  demand  at 
least  two  third.s  of  the  crop.  Popper  aiul  colTcr  arr  the  two 
prin(  ij)al  articles  that  arc  required  to  be  cultivated,  as  best 
suiting  the  purpose  of  the  Dutch,  to  whom  they  are  dcUvered 
by  the  Javanese  Princes  at  the  low  rate  of  about  one  penny 
a  pound* 

The  Javanese  nre,  in  generni,  about  tlic  nnddie  Mze  of 
EuioiHaiis,  str.iigiit  and  well  made;  all  tlicir  joints,  their 
luinds  and  their  feet,  remarkably  small ;  the  colour  of  their 
.skin  a  deep  brown,  approaching  to  black ;  their  eyes  are 
black  and  prominent ;  the  nose  rather  broad  and  somewhat 
flattened :  the  upper  lip  a  little  projecting,  not  much  thick- 
ened, but  highly  arched.  They  have  a  firm  steady  gait,  and 
seem  to  feel,  or  at  least  to  aflfoct,  a  superiority  over  the  other 
inhabitants  of  the  island.  Hiay  nib  the  head,  the  lace  atad 
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other  parts  of  the  body  that  are  not  covered  t\  Jih  r]ot]\in£r, 
with  a  conipositioii  of  cocoa  nvil  oil  and  sanda!  ^vood  dust, 
as  a  preventive  against  a  too  copious  pcrspiratrou,  and  tlie 
biting  oi  iuo3([uitoes  aud  otiier  aiiuo^  iag  insects. 

1  hey  arc  remarkably  temperate  in  tbek  diet,  but  neittiier 
fheir  temperance  nor  their  moderate  Eabomr  seem  to  have  tfaa 
eifect  of  promoting  longevity.  Females  iimiany  mairy  at  ten 
or  twelve  years  of  age,  till  winch  time  tbej  go  nearly  naked, 
wearing  only  a  belt  round  their  loinB,  with  a  broad  metal 
plate  in  fiont,  of  an  oval  or  circular  Ibnn,  and  sometimes 
shaped  like  a  heart;  and  this  is  the  only  impeilect  coTering 
of  what  decency  requires  to  be  oooeealed.  Sometimes  they 
wear  rings  or  bracetets  round  the  wrist,  chains  about  the 
neck,  and  chaplets  of  flowers  in  the  hair.  a  glil  is- 

espoused,  she  is  clad  in  a  loose  flowing  robe,  variously  omft> 
merited  according  to  the  circumstances  of  her  parents,  heg 
hair  is  more  than  usually  decorated  wi^  flowers,  and 
smoothed  with  a  profusion  of  paste  and  cooea  nut  oil.  In 
this  dress  she  rides  about  the  town  -or  village,  mounted  on 
horseback  and.  as  emblematic  of  her  chastity,  the  animal  is 
always  a  white  one,  when  surli  is  to  be  had  ;  and  she  is  ac- 
coinpnTiied  bv  nil  the  fri<'nd'<.  tlic  relations  and  the  sl;nes 
of  both  fitmilu's,  jiiid  a  band  of  inusic.  But  this  is  olien  lier 
last  public  exhibilion  ;  for,  if  she  nirinies  into  a  family  of 
condition,  she  is  then  shut  up  for  the  remainder  of  her 
life. 

The  diet  of  the  Javanese  foraa  a  great  contrast  with  tibat 
of  the  Dutch.  A  considerable  part  of  it  consists  in  rioe, 
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somelinies  fry cd  in  oil  and  soiuetnnes  boiled  in  plain  water, 
with  which  arc  used  a  i'cw  capsules  or  heads  of  Capsicum  or 
Cayenne  pepper,  and  a  litUe  salt,  to  render  more  palatable 
this  insipid  grain.    With  the  use  of  animal  food  a  tnie  Java- 
nese is  wiioUy  unacquainted,  and  of  milk  he  is  very  sparing, 
except  indeed  ol  that  liquid  buhsUuicc,  iiomctimes  though 
improperly  so  called,  which  abouiKU  ia  tlie  young  cocoa 
nut,  and  which  sSotdt  a  cod  and  lefieduAg  dmuj^t  This 
tree,  and  indeed  moit  of  the  palm  tribe  aa  the  date,  the 
sago  and  the  aieca,  ail  supply  him  with  solid  food.  The 
duef  use  of  die  aieca,  however,  is  only  as  an  ingredient  in  a 
componnd  maiticatory,  consisting,  bendes  this  nut,  of  chunam 
or  Ihne  of  shells  and  teriboo  at  seeds  of  long  pepper,  made 
into  a  paste  and  rolled  up  in  the  green  leaf  of  betel  pepper. 
Tins  oonposition,  when  moistened  in  the  mou^,  Gommuni^ 
oates  to  the  toogne  and  Hps  a  deep  red  colour,  which  turns 
afterwards  to  a  dark  mahogany  brown,    llie  teefJi  of  a 
Javanese  bdng  painted  black  i( because  monkies,  he  observev 
^ve  white  ones)  give  to  the  countenance  rather  a  hideous 
appeaianoe. 

The  arcea  nut,  especially  when  ftesh  from  the  tree,  is 
powerfully  narcolie,  and  a  small  portion  will  cMi<c  intoxiru- 
•tion  in  those  wlio  are  not  accustomed  to  the  use  of  it.  The 
fecula?  of  this  uut  is  the  Catechu  or  red  earth  of  the  old  Phar- 
macopoeia, and  is  obtained  by  boiliu?r  it  with  unslaeked 
lime ;  but  the  Terra  Japonica  or  Catechu,  v,kiicL  is  uuh  iu  use 
and  said  to  be  an  excellent  tooth  powder,  is  the  ashes  of  a 
particular  species  of  mimosa,  Aund  in  Japan  and  on  most  of 
^  Eastern  isbmds.  Hie  charcoal  of  the  areca  nut  is,  how- 
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evcar,  consideied  in  India  as  the  best  and  most  agreeable 
powder  that  can  be  used  for  tKe  teeth. 

The  sedative  and  86pctri|u;  qualities  of  opium  are  weU 
adapted  to  the  character  and  habits  of  the  JsTanese.  This 
inspissated  juice  of  the  po])py  is  the  greatest  blessing  and  the 
greatest  curse  that  the  ingenuity  of  man  ever  devised  the  means 
of  extracting  from  the  vegetable  part  of  tlie  creation.  When 
taken  in  moderation,  it  sotlens  the  anguish  of  bodily  pain, 
trancpiillizcs  ihe  mind  and,  like  the  watrrs  of  Lcthc,  chaws 
the  veil  of  oblivion  over  rf)mKhnL:;  care;  a  Jar^cr  close  pro- 
duces  a    tt-uiporary   exiiilaration    of    the    spirits  ^vliicli 
subsides  nito   iowncss   and   languor :    and   when  ust  cl  to 
excess,  it  irritates  even  to  niaducss  and  to  deulli.  Opium, 
hoA\  ever,  is  too  expensive  a  luxury  to  lx?come  of  general  use, 
andean  be  taken  only  occasionally  by  the  bulk  of  the  people ; 
but  other  though  less  agreeable  substitutes,  possessing  sbiilar 
qualities,  have  been  resorted  to  for  prodndng  the  same 
effects,  as  the  cqmnion  tobacco  and  the  seeds  and  leaflets  of 
haiigue  or  hemp.'  But  the  seeds  of  the  Datum  Indica  are 
said  to  be  more  poxverfiilljr  narcotic  than  either  opium,  tb- 
bacco,  or  hemp;  and.tliat,  if  taken  only  in  a  moderate 
quantity,  they  will  adict  the  brain  and  produce  the  most 
vident  paroxysms  of  madness.   A  Leyden  doctor,  having 
probjd)ly  heard  of  their  efficacy  in  thb  way,  was  induced  to 
try  their  eft'ect  as  a  remedy  in  cases  of  mental  derangement; 
and  he  published  an  account  of  several  instances  in  which  he 
pretends  this  medicine  was  administered  with  complete  suc- 
cess.Sanaf  qvcrn  saudat  ipsa."    On  the  same  })vinciple. 
Dr.  Storkc  of  Vienna  administered  large  doses  of  Hi/osct/amus 
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Niger,  the  1)!ack  henbane,  in  cases  of  madness.  lie  con- 
ceived. pn)l);ibly,  tliat  an,  according  to  ptihlic  opinion,  a 
small  ([uantity  of  the  extract  of  thi^  plant  %\<>ul(l  cause  a  dc- 
mngeiueut  of  the  intelleclj>,  a  copious  <lo.>v  luiglit  he  attended 
witli  the  same  salutary,  effects  as  drinking  deeply  of  the 
Viuuii  spring, 

*»  WIkr-  siinilow  tlnugKts  iiuoxicatc  the  brain* 
«  And  drinking  largely  sobers  us  again." 

Not  only  the  ftatures,  the  manners,  and  tlie  remains  of  the 
civU  and  rehgious  institutions  of  the  Hindoos  are  still  ap* 
parent  among  the  Javanese,  bnt  they  have  preserved  the 
fragments  of  a  histoiy,  according  to  which  they  derive  their 
origin  from  Vithuto,  This  history  tenmnates  with  the  account 
of  a  dreadful  deluge,-  which  swept  away  the  great  bulk  of 
mankind.  In  Uic  inland  parts  of  the  island  they  sttH  observe 
»  scrupulous  abstinence  from  every  kind  of  animal  food,  un- 
der the  notion  of  a  transmigration  of  souls.  However  amiable 
that  icliL^ion  may  seem  which  forbids  the  taking  away  of 
animal  life,  it  may  fairly  be  doubted  whetiier  an  aversion  to 
the  shedding  of  blood,  or  a  tender  feeling  for  animal  sutFering, 
had  any  share  in  the  oriirin  of  mch  nn  inslitntion.  A  stip- 
position  to  this  eflfect  would  itnolvc  with  it  a  iniiftiliulc  of 
contnulirtidiis  and  inrOT]sist('iu-ies.  The  siihk;  j>copic  who, 
in  ihi'ir  jncttpts  strenuously  inculcate  and  in  pnictice  eu- 
courau;e,  I'V  a-^slstnig  ami  Liaxinij;  at,  tlic  inlunnau  and  un- 
natural siu  rilicc  of  a  beautnui  and  innocent  woman  expiring 
in  the  liaiaes  of  a  funeral  pile,  cannot  consistently  be  sup- 
posed to  feel  any  horror  at  the  slaughtering  of  ao  ox.  The 
same  remark  will  with  equal  force  apply  to  the  Javanese. 
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"Whni  pretensions  can  these  people  have  to  dehcate  feeling 
and  sensations  of  horror  for  animal  suffering,  whose  great  de- 
light is  to  witness,  like  the.  iiarbai-ous  Romans,  a  miserable 
crimina],  perliaps  for  a  very  sUgbt  offence,  torn  in  pieces  by 
tygers  and  buffalos?  Neither  is  it  more  Irkely  tliat,  in  a 
country  where  auaiial  existence  is  bo  abundantly  pro- 
duced and  abuudautiy  destroyed*  ^  forbearance  should 
liave  ori^iUediii  anj  peculunr  deg^^f  fespect  and  value 
fat  animal  life.  It  is  <8Gamty  iSmt  la  general  conttitiiteg 
value. 

The  tanid  mne  indeed  it  pfoliafalj  not  the  counUy  in 
which  sncJi  a  system  had  its  origin— utoe  all  nature  is  in  a 
state  of  visible  animation — ^where  the  naked  earth,  the  woods, 
the  waters,  jmd  ercn  die  rodcs  under  tibe  waters,  are  teeming 
with  animal  life — where  every  step  that  a  man  takes,  every 
time  that  he  opens  his  mouth,  whether  to  inhale  the  atmo- 
spheric air,  to  quench  his  thirst  with  pure  water,  or  to  eat 
his  lifeless  vegetables  (a«  he  is  willing  to  suppose  them),  he 
necessarily  destroys  m3-riads  of  living  and  sentient  beinsis. 
With  as  little  propriety  can  such  a  system,  so  misplaced,  be 
rrfrnrd  to  any  refined  notions  of  merry  and  benevolence, 
but  may,  perhaps,  more  properly  be  considered  as  one 
of  thohc  iin;u'countablc  institutions  which  are  sometimes 
found  to  nniiiate  a<z;ainst  local  consi^itency,  and  whicli  af- 
ford no  slight  argument  iu  favour  of  their  foreign  origin.  On 
the  same  ground  of  reasoning  we  nu^hi  venture,  perhaps,  to 
infer  that  die  consecFation  of  the  cow  is  nM»e  UlEely  to  have 
had  its  origin,oti  the  Ueak  and  harren  heights  of  Tartaiy  than 
on  the  warm  and  fertile  plains  of  Hindottan. 
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In  Java  ever V  obioet  sct'iiis  to  \h:  iin})rf.;:iat*'«  life 
A  glass  (if  wa'u-i  lakon  out  of  the  caiuil  oi'  ikilavia  bccuim^s, 
in  the  coursie  of  a  lew  hours,  a  mass  of  aniiiiuted  nialtcr,  the 
minute  portions  of  which,  multiplying  by  division  and  sub> 
dhriBioi),  move  about  with  astonnhing  rapidity.  The  bay, 
swamuDg  with  myriads  of  living  preatuies*  esdiibits,  in  the 
m^t  time^  a  phospboresceat  lij^t  like  a  sheet  of  fire.  Hie 
fttream  of  fiesh  water  which  fiiUsintok,  being  more  highly 
chaiged  with  animal  is  distinctly  tmced  in  the  bay  by  a 
tnin  more  lunnnons  and  brilliant  dian  the  rest  of  the  sur&ce, 
appearing  like  another  milky  way  in  the  midst  of  a  firaia* 
me&t  of  stars. 

Whether  the  Hindoos  framed  the  strange  tloctrinc  of  trans- 
migration of  the  vital  prinriplr  into  diffcrrnt  animals,  or  bor- 
rowed it  from  other  countries  whrrr  tmiinul  life  was  less 
abundant,  and  thrrefore  of  more  value,  than  in  Tiidi;f,  their 
•  absurdities  are,  in  either  ease,  fully  as  det(eusd)le  as  those 
of  some  of  our  modern  philosophers  who,  in  a  glare  of  fine 
phrases,  have  a^isiduuasly  endeavoured  to  propagate  the  un- 
founded doctrine  of  a  fortuitous  and  spontajieous  vivification 
of  inaniinalc  matter.  If,  in  any  single  instance,  it  could  be 
shewn  that  animal  life  had  been  produced  under  a  fortuitouii 
concuiienGe  of  lavouiable  circumstances,  one  would  be  the 
less  soxprized  at  the  adoption  of  such  preposterous  notim  as 
<*  fiumlties  beiiiig  obtained  simply  by  wishing  ibr  them" — ^that 
M  from  oEgBnic  particles  aocmnidated,  origioBte  animal  ap- 

petenci«s*— that 

*<  Hence  widwut  paxest,  bj  spootaneoiu  btitb, 
«  Bbe  As  Cm       «r  MtasM  «Mth.* 
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And  llint  this  cartliy  innlti'i'  (tf  sp(>nlaiieou.H  ;muii;iliuii  li;is 
Wen  agt^rogated  iiitti  all  the  .shiijx  s  ;in<l  sizes  of  liviii;;  ( rra- 
tures  on  tlie  face  of  tlic  glolx;,  uierciy  by  volition,  by 
t'oniiino; 

"  A  potent  with  in     productive  boar.** 

Such  sublime  nonsense,  though  in  contradiction  to  every 
known  feet,  is  yet  plausible  enough  to  mislead  tho  iiidgment 
of  many  of  those  to  whom  it  is  particularly  addressed ; 
though,  like  the  tnin'^iiiiuraf inn  of  ^ouls,  it  is  ushered  into  the 
western  world"  in  an  agi  too  rnliiihlcned  to  sutfer  it  to  pass 
into  a  religi'His  creed.  \\  hen  tlie  object  of  talents,  so  miser- 
ably misapjjlied,  appears  to  be  that  of  dei^nHliiiii  man  to  a 
level  with  the  lowest  reptile  that  ciauls  oa  the  earlk,  and  of 
allowiiiL!;  him  no  oUier  pre-eminence  in  the  scale  of  creation 
than  tlic  accidental  conception  of  u  more  "  polCMt  wish  m 
"  the  productive  hour;" — when  the  most  disgusting  com- 
parisons are  drawn,  with  an  obviotts  de«^  to  debase  the 
<«  noblest  work  of  God"  down  to 

«  Hh  brodier-eiDiMts  aod  hit  liitavwonn* 

one  cannot  avoid  feeling  the  mingled  sentiments  of  piu ,  con- 
tempt, and  indignation,  which  even  the  seducing  garb  of 
hannonious  Tene  has  not  the  power  of  suppressing.  In  com- 
paring the  writings  of  Patey  with  those  of  Darwin,  how  simple, 
ho!nr  noble,  how  cCinsofartory,  ue  the  deagn  and  contriTaoce 
of  a  benev<^enf  Being  demomtrated  in  the  one ;  how  wretch- 
edly obscure,  how  mean,  how  hopeless,  b  the  doctrine  of  a 
fortuitous  concurrence  of  fortunate  drcumstanoes  so  pomp^ 
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ouslj  nnd  perversely  displayed  ia  Uic  rgscioatuig  v^ge  of 
the  other  i 

Hie  next  class  oi  lltr  ii)li;il)ilauU  ot'  Batavia,  which  I  have 
briefly  to  notice,  is  the  Malays  ;  a  race  of  men  wiiu  h  is  found 
to  inhaint  the  coasts  of  most  of  the.  nuinerou.s  islands  that  arc 
fcattered  over  tiie  great  Eastern  Ocean;  whUe  the  iolaod 
parte  <^  die  nne  idinds  are  inliabited  by  a  dbtinct  dags  of 
people  bearing  on  every  ialaad,  certain  marlES  oi  a  common 
origin,  and  an  affinity  more  or  less  with  the  Hindoo  chaiacter. 
Ibese  circunislaoces  not  only  pvore  tibat  the  Malays  were 
not  the  orij^nal  poMosion  of  the  idanda  on  which  they  are 
finmd,  but  that  tiie  Hindoos  most  have  been  Gon«deraMe 
navigators  at  a  period  antecedent  to  all  history.   Indeed  all 
the  Oriental  nations  seem  to  have  sprung  from  two  grand 
stocks,  the  Hindoos  and  the  Tartars.   The  .Tavnncse  evi- 
dently derive  their  origin  from  the  former,  and  the  Mala3's  as 
obviovisly  from  the  latter.    The  change  in  the  character  of 
this  people,  now  so  diflerent  Iroiu  that  of  the  Tartans,  has 
most  probably  been  occasioned  bv  change  of  situation  and 
local  cimimstanees.    The  reliuion  nf  Mahomet,  forced  upon 
theiu  by  the  Arabs,  may  in  itseii  be  coiisidt  ied  perliapsa^f  suf- 
ficient, without  any  other  cause,  to  have  oj)erated  this  change. 
Added,  however,  to  this,  they  may  ha\  c  been  driven  by  ne- 
cessity to  become  pirates,  and  to  seek  that  subsiatence  on 
the  sea,  which  the  more  numeiouB  and  poweifiil  owners  of 
the  ifllanda  denied  them  on  shore.  At  all  events,  their  dtua- 
tioo  and  their  dvcumstances  seem  still  to  compel  them  to 
retort  on  modem  navigators  those  cmelties  and  opprenive 
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measmest  whidi  their  Mahomedm  luid  MceeedSng  Europeaa 
vjsitofs  were  by  no  means  qparing  in  inflictmg  on  diem. 

'  llie  present  cast  of  11ieMtJayclMmcter»  of  ' a  ire^ 
onlinar J  nature.  In  dte  pnniuit  of  fdnnder  thej  are  aa  acttvej 
refttleas,  and  courageous,  as  in  their  conqneati  tli^  aie  fero- 
cious and  vindictive.  To  tkeir  enemies  they  aie  remoneleia, 
to  their  friends  capricions,  and  to  strangers  treacherous. 
Ready  at  one  moment  to  sacrifice  his  life  in  tlie  defence  of  his 
friend,  the  Malav,  in  the  lioat  of  passion,  will  not  hesitate  to 
murder  him  the  next.  lAke  a  V)cast  of  prey,  he  raves  and 
finms  Avhcn  beset  with  dangers  :  V)iit  his  rourasxc  may  rather  be 
roiiMvlered  of  that  ferocious  and  desperate  kind  wlneharts  on 
tiic  impulse  of  the  moment,  a  sort  of  mental  frenzy,  than  that 
stead}'  and  dehberatc  conduct  which  preserxfs  its  character 
tmder  all  circumstances.  It  is  equally  dangerous  to  offend 
or  to  punish  a  Malay :  in  the  one  case  he  will  stab  privately, 
in  the  other  in  the  heat  of  his  rage.  A  Wow  is  an  indigoity 
which  makes  him  lose  at  once  all  value  for  his  own  exutence, 
and  to  set  deadi  at  defiance.  He  never  forgives  the  author 
of  such  disgrace,  but  seelu  how  he  may  beat  glut  his  le- 
Yenge»  however  certain  that  an  ignominious  death  wiH  be  the 
consequence* 

By  tl»c  S'lnie  hiipetuous  tanper,  which  renders  liim  impa^ 
lient  of  injuries,  he  is  driven  to  desperation  by  misfortunes, 
whether  they  arise  from  unavoidable  circumstances,  or  from 
his  own  misconduct.  In  either  case  he  rarely  submits  to  his 
fate  with  cooluess,  but  flies  to  his  favourite  opiuiu,  whose 
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powerful  ertVct  on  the  brain  ?<  necessary  to  prepare  Inm  for 
the  conimissipu  of  the  fl '  ^porate  acts  he  may  iiavc  pre- 
meditated. Intoxicated  with  this  dm 2:,  he  tears  loose  his 
long  Wack  liuir,  and  nishing  iuliiiiateci  Lh^ou^^h  the  sUcct*, 
%vith  a  dagger  in  his  iiand,  as  if  beat  on  doing  all  the  mis- 
chief in  his  power  the  littie  while  he  Ins  to  live, 

**  He  runt  a  mucif  and  tilts  at  all  he  meets." 

An  unconquerable  propensity  for  gambling  is  one  of  the 
chief  causes  wUch  drires  die  Malay  to  thb  state  of  despera- 
tion. So  pesaionatelj  attached  is  he  to  every  species  of 
gaming,  and  moie  particulailj  so  to  cock-fightings  that  his 
bst  morsd,  the  oorering  of  his  body,  his  wife  and  children, 
are  fieqaently  staked  on  the  issue  of  a  battle  to  be  finight  by 
faia  &vo«iiite  cock.  Una  bird,  on  the  island  o(  Java,  gfowi 
to  a  prodi^ous  siae,  especially  aliont  Bantam,  where,  instead 
of  those  little  feathery-legged  fowls,  usually  supposed  to  be 
natives  of  this  place  firom  whence  they  take  the  name,  tiiey 
are  nearly  as  large  as  the  Norfolk  bustard.  "  I  have  seok 
**  one  of  these  cocks,"  says  Mr.  Maredcn,  "  peck  off  &  com- 
**  mon  dining  table  ;  when  fatigued  they  sit  down  on  the 
**  first  joint  of  the  len;,  and  are  tiien  taller  than  the  common 
**  fowls."  This  animal  is  the  inseparable  coin[)iiniou  of  the 
Malay;  but  his  affection,  though  apj  uicntlj  appioachins:  to 
infatuation,  does  iK  t  prevent  liiin  from  exposing  it  to  the  lisk 
of  a  battle  wlneii,  from  the  nature  of  the  weapons,  must 
prove  ^tal  to  one  of  the  combatanti.  Instead  of  spun  w 
heels,  he  fixes  on  the  bottom  of  his  feot  a  piece  of  sharpcand 
iron,  about  the  siae  of  the  blade  of  a  lai^^c  penknife,  and  of 
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the  shape  of  a  scythe.  A  single  stroke  of  this  wrajnin  will 
souieLimcs  completely  lay  open  tlic  Ijody  of  his  anUgonist. 
But  whether  tiius  hacking  duwu  wilii  cuiUussett,  ur  pricking 
each  other  like  gentlemen  with  small  swords,  will  be  ca^ 
sidered  as  the  mate  humane  and  the  more  genteel  practice^ 
is  a  point  I  must  leave  to  be  detenained  by  the  jlalajs,  and 
those  refined  gentlemen  of  our  own  country  who  can  denve 
amusement  hem  the  destruction  of  so  noble-spirited  an 
animal  But  while  we  condemn  iLe  ignorant  a|id  bat  half- 
civSiaed  Malays  fat  their  eagerness  in  the  pursuit  of  this  &- 
vourite  and  inhuman  sport*  we  cannot  too  much  reprobate 
the  seme  barbarous  practice  so  sedulouslj  encouraged,  as  an 
amusing  relaxat  ion,  in  many  of  our  seminaries  of  education* 
M  horc  it  is  usually  preceded  by  the  elegant  exercise  of  foot- 
ball, as  a  suitable  preparatory  for  the  cock-pit,  which  on 
Isuch  occasions  is  generaUy  graced  by  a  lew  black  eyes  and 
broken  shins.  Tims  are  scenes  of  quarrdfing  and  cnielty 
made  familiar  to  youth,  ns  the  proper  accompaniments  of 
gaming  and  idleness  in  ii[)cr  yeai-s.  The  education  of  Malav 
children  is  not  l('«?s  alteinh^d  to  in  their  way.  While  too 
young  to  manage  so  laigc  an  animal  as  the  rock,  they  in- 
dulge their  prf>pensity  to  this  species  of  gatiiiiiL:  hy  carrying 
about  iu  hide  cages,  like  the  Chinese,  (|uails  trained  to  fight^ 
and  difiercnt  ^mies  of  grassho])pcrs. 

The  ferociotts  conduct  of  the  Malays  would  appear  to  be 
sametimes  the  result  rather  of  a  wanton  cnielty  of  diaposition» 
or  an  implacable  hatred  of  stmngeis,  than  of  mental  distress, 
insult,  or  injury.  On  the  coast  of  Sumatra  we  had  the  mis* 
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fortune  to  lose  a  very  valualilo  nrm  by  the  daggers  of  these 
people.  Finding  him  alone  and  deteiimlesR,  employed  at  the 
waterins-place  in  washing  liis  foul  liiu-n,  tliey  had  nisliod 
upon  liim  unawares,  plunged  their  weapons  into  Ins  back, 
and  iljioNs  ii  him  into  the  pool  ot  water.  compHaioa,  who 
had  strayed  to  a  little  distance  along  the  beach,  met  tlie 
numienNu  party  who,  perceiving  be  carried  a  musquet, 
passed  him  without  the  least  molestation.  He  dragged  the 
body  of  his.finend  out  of  the  water,  but  poor  I^eighton  had 
already  expired.  It  could  not  have  happened  for  the  sake 
of  robbiiig  him  of  a  little  dirty  linen,  far  in  this  case  it  was 
not  necessary  to  eommit  a  murder;  neither  was  he  likely  to 
have  given  them  any  provocation.  He  was»  on  all  o^casioos, 
a  man  of  thorough  good  humour.  A  circunistance  was  rec  ol- 
lected,  aflerthe  accident  bad  Happened,  to  which  perhaps 
it  might  have  been  owing.  One  day  a  Malay  came  on  boiud 
the  Lion,  vith  monkie"*,  hirfls,  fniits  and  vegetables  for 
sale.  Lcigliton,  among  iiis  various  pvnsuits,  had  a  turn  for 
portrait-painting,  in  which  he  was  flattered  wnh  ben)g  suc- 
cessful, 'l  lio  Malay  Ix^ing  a  new  character,  he  was  deiiirous 
of  obtaining  Ins  features.  The  man  not  nnderstanrling  what 
he  wanted,  and  suspecting  Uiut  he  nuglit  Ije  [»ractising  some 
iucautation,  of  w  hich  tliis  nation  is  extremely  appix  In  usi\e, 
springing  Innn  tlic  deck  of  tiic  blu|!,  plunged  at  once  into  the 
,sea  and,  scrambling  into  liis  canoe  as  well  as  he  could, 
paddled  off.  Calling  to  recollectioD  this  circumstance,  it  was 
supiKised  by  many  that  this  same  man  m^ht  have  instigated 
the  party  to  put  him  to  death. 


«3S  B  A  i  A  V  1  A. 

'Ilie  last  rlas=>of  people  of  which  I  am  to  take  notice  is  that 
of  the  slaves.  If  al  any  one  place  this  unhappy  race  of  men 
has  been  more  unnecessnrily  IntToduccil  than  at  another,  tiiat 
place  i%  certainly  liatavia,  where  thousands  of  free  Chinese, 
the  best  and  nu)>t  handy  servants  perhaps  in  the  wholt;  world, 
presented  tiieniselvcs  m  readiness  to  serve  an  the  most  mo- 
derate terms.  I  conline  the  observation  to  those  slaves  who 
are  in  servitude  to  the  Dutch ;  as  the  JavBtieae,  though  in 
fact  little  better  than  staves  to  the  Princes,  ace  no^  however, 
disposable  by  sale,  nor  in  any  way  transferable  from  hand  to 
head,  like  other  property.  The  slaves  of  the  Dutdi  are  em- 
pkyed  chieAy  as  artificefi,  or  fer  domestic  purposes.  By 
the  number  that  are  kept»  the  wealth  and  importance  of  the 
owner  are  in  seine  degree  indicated.  like  a  stud  of  luMses 
in  England,  the  slaves  of  Batavia  are  kept  more  for  parade 
than  for  real  use.  While  in  this  condition,  as  I  before  ob- 
served, they  are  not  allowed  to  wear  shoes  and  stockings,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  known  in  the  streets  ;  for  a  freeman, 
however  poor,  will  take  care  to  supply  himself  with  at  least 
a  covermg  for  his  legs  and  feet,  in  preference  e\'en  fo  a  coat, 
to  avoid  carrying  about  with  him  the  odious  badge  of  slavery, 
I'ew  as  tiie  Dutch  are,  when  compared  with  their  slaves, 
tliey  are  less  cautious  than  the  Roman  j>eople  were,  who 
would  not  suffer  a  proposition  lu  be  carried,  a-.  Ik  li  v,  made 
in  the  Senate,  to  distinguish  die  slaves  by  a  ]>ai  Lit  ul.u  dress 
fifom  the  citizens,  lest  the  number  of  the  former,  being 
thus  easOy  ascertainable,  might  become  dangerous  to  the 
,  'State. 
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The  slaves  of  both  sexe»  are  lightly  worketl  aiul  well  fed ; 
and  tiiougk  tbcy  are  occasionally  punished  -with  trreat  se- 
Terity,  Uieir  punishment  is  rarely  iuflicted  by  the  hands,  or 
under  the  divection,  of  Ifaeir  owners. ,  The  lunal  way  is  to 
aend  them  to  the  !Fiical^-who  is  paid  some  triflkig  sum  for 
each  comction ;  bat  when  a  man  possesses  a  considerable 
nnmber  of  slaves^  he  geneiaU j  bazgiiins  with  the  Fiscal  to 
flog  fhoB  in  the  lump  by  the  year.  The  members  of  the 
Council  and  of  the  Court  of  Justioe  have  the  piifilege  of  de- 
maading  the  exercise  of  this  mi^trate's^  authority,  ti-ee  of 
eipenoe.  The  usual  punishment  consists  of  a  ceitain  number 
of  stripes,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  otTence,  uith 
laths  of  bamboo;  and  the  wounds  arc  generally  pickled 
with  a  prepamtioo  of  P^Ppcr  and  salt,  to.  prevent  morti- 
fication. 

The  number  of  slaves  aumiaH;.  fmported  into  Batavia 
alone,  for  the  use  of  the  Dutcli  ci  l  half-cast  burgliers,  is 
computed  at  ' one  tliousand.  IIo\vc\ci  extraordinary  it  may 
appear,  it  is  not  the  less  certain,  that,  in  order  to  keep  \ip  the 
csteblishmeat  of  slaves  m  liiis  dcchuuig  settlement,  it  is 
fouud  to  be  al^olutcly  necessary,  ta  continue  this  large  im- 
portation. If  any  explanation  were-  required  fbr  a  &ct, 
which  unfortunatdy  is  estaWithfd  in  aQ  oouBtries  where 
sbvery 'exists,  it  may  perhaps  be-here- attiibuted  to  the  excess 
of  females  above  tibe  maies^  and  the  little  care  that  is  taken 
of  duldren  whom  there  is  no  comrabial  tie,  and  » restrained 
interoourse  between  the  pavaits. 
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Tlic  most  numerous  and  indeed  the  most  nsrful  are  the 
Malay  slaves,  brought  from  the  ditTorcut  islands  in  the 
Ea«itpm  Sea.  Like  the  Chinese,  they  are  prompt  at  imita- 
tion, and  expert  in  learning  ali  iiaudicrall  trades.  A  great 
part  of  the  female  slaves  are  imported  fiom  Mo  Nks,  a 
small  island  on  the  wett  tide  of  Snnntim,  hemg  eiteemed  for 
the  eieganoe  of  tfadr  shapes,  their  nvacity,  and  their  smooth 
skins.  They  are,  however,  said  to  be  subject  to  a  cataneom 
disorder  whidi,  like  the  leproaj,  withers  the  skin,  and 
changes  its  cokwr.  The  piioe  of  a  Nias  maid,  when  all  her 
pomts  are  good,  b  sddom  less  than  one  thouiand  dollars. 

The  Malabar  is  a  mild  and  passrre  creature,  wUhng  to 
learn,  but  slow  of  apprehension.  His  slender  farm  is  ill 
adapted  for  Wd  labour,  and  he  is  therefore  generally  pur- 
chased as  a  personal  servant ;  and  the  women  of  this  nation 

are  mostly  employed  to  wait  on  their  mistresses.  Tlie  black- 
slaves  from  the  island  of  Timor  are  not  unlike  the  ?>lalabar8, 
and  in  their  features  evidently  betray  their  Hindoo  ongin. 

The  slaves  from  Madagascar  and  the  Mosambiquc  are  a 
harmless  race  of  men,  of  a  pliant  arui  vvillmg  disposition, 
but  extremely  stupid;  Uiil,  muscular,  aiid  athletic,  but  their 
strength  is  seldom  employed  with  advantage  to  themselves 
or  their  owners,  or  their  labour  conducted  with  judgment 
nieir  artless  simplicity  feads  to  the  easy  detection  of  their 
crimes.  We  had  an  instance  of  this  at  the  hotel  where  we 
todged.  Some  artides  were  missbg  ftom  one  of  die  'looms. 
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'the  slat'cs  were  sumiiioued  to  undergo  the  trial  by  rice. 
i^ch  slave  was  directed  to  open  hw  mouth,  iiito  whi<  h  was 
to  bd  th#o'#ti  a  otiitaill  quaadtj  of  dry  rice.  The  actual 
ilieff  ifhJMMl  i»itli  the  idea  that  the  not  would  certainly 
ehoAk  Uiot  iiad  tot  4t  ADgging  «as  betet  Ohui  suiBfocatiqB, 
pertiBRcioualjr  mAiMd'  t»  ^peH  hm  moiitii.  AaMHfaft  mDde  of 
detectiiig  a  cwlprit  b  by  giving  Iiim  at  night  a  small  stack, 
notdied  at  a  certain  distance  from  ^  end«  whilst  die  master 
keeps  another  iootched  eiactly  in  the  same  manner.  Being 
persuaded  that,  if  gQiIty,  the  notch  will  be  farther  rtanoyed 
from  the  end,  01  that,  tlie  stick  will  grow  longer  before  the 
next  morning,  th  c  slave,  in  the  simplicity  of  his  heart,  takes 
good  care  that  th  is  shall  not  be  the  case,  by  cutting.from  it 
a  slice  to  keep  it  tiown  to  its  proper  length. 

As  none  of  the  .Dutch  inhabitants  are  holders  of  land,  be-  ^ 
yond  the  gardens  w  u;diy  annexed  to  their  country  villas,  and  / 
the  Chinese  are  ine.omparablv  the  l^est  gardeners,  there  are  / 
no  field  slaves  hi  the  neighbouilioo  l  of  Batavia  ;  the  whole 
that  are  imported  btnng  eitiicr  employed  for  domestic  pur- 
poses, or  brought  uj>  to  some  u&cful  trade,  by  working  at 
w  hich  they  earn,  for  the  nse  <^  their  masters,  a  hi^j^  in- 
•teiestfi>r  the  m<mey  e  xpended  in  their  purchase  and  sub* 
sistenoe  than  they  woulii  be  able  to  procure  by  employing  the 
same  capital  in  any  otheT  way.  Many  of  the  Malay  slaves, 
by  tndostry  in  thmr  |MN>fi)S8ion,  are  enabled  in  a  few  years  to 
pnrdiase  their  «nandpati'<m ;  sometimes  they  are  manumitted 
for  their  long  and  faithfi  d  services  ;  but  most  frequently  at 
the  death  of  their  master,  rho  usually  bequeaths  to  one^  or 
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more  of  liis  slaves  the  legacy  of  tlieir  freedom,  which  the 
Governor  and  Council  are  compelled  to  confirm,  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  ilmre  for  letten  of  nuBumuflon,  for  whidi, 
however,  he  is  ob%ed  to  pay  the  sam  of  twenty-five  doUan, 
or  lemam  in  lervitode  tiU  he  has  earned  fay  lug  kboor  what 
inaj  be  deemed  ao  etiaivalent  to  Unt  anowit. 
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COCatNCHIVA. 
Cecgraplneti  Omlbt^B^  md  ihtn-^^K^Idm  CiMAitf  if  Of  JbHvet, 

tU  Murder  tf  the  King-^Smjmst  if  Tta^-^in— Combat  tf  a  fskaa* 
General- — Safety  of  the  pung  Prince  of  Cocbinebina — His  AdvaUurtf^ 

Bisfjip  (TAdran  carries  the  Kin^t  $on  to  Paris — Treaty  betv^een  hin  nnd 
Lewis  XVI. — Preparations  fer  carrying  the  Treaty  into  Effect — Defeated 
by  Madam  de  Vienne— 'Return  of  the  legitimate  Kin^  to  Cocbinebina— His 

nmim  Smmm  mut  ^  Vmferi"  Hb  CkmOtT'-iBi  Jtuutmmt  H 
ik$  Bkhtf  ttJdrut'  'EictrMrdaury  Emfy  tf  bit  btd^  mid  nmnA 
tSgadtiei-^tSt  Inkt  Md  mariti  fyiat* 

VINO  remained  a  nuch  longer  time  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  equator  than  mc  had  intended,  or  indeed  than 
was  advisable  for  the  health  of  the  erews,  if  it  could  have 
been  avoided,  we  quitted  witli  })lea.suie  the  low  swampy 
coast  of  Suniatra,  and  at  the  same  time  the  strait  of  Banca  ; 
and  after  a  fruitless  attempt  to  stand  into  a  l)ay  on  the  i>lanrl 
of  Pulo  Lin2;in,  situated  iniuiedialely  uatier  the  efjuiiKu  lia!, 
we  were  not  sorry  to  leave  it  In  uind,  few  of  us  caring  ta 
encounter  that  extraordinary  degree  of  heat  which,  on  tltis 
island,  the  leaned  Bayer  sayt,  but  oq  vhooe  authoiky  I 
forget,  la  quite  soffident  fat'  tiie  propa^tion  of  the  humaii  J 
ypecieii,  without  the  usual  intercoune  of  the  wcesk;  undec 
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tlus  provision,  however,  I  suppose,  that  the  spoataneous  em- 
bryo shall  be  lucky  enough  to  form 

rp.,,  ...  •  «  Ap««i«h«4.p«odacli«bo«.- 

As  the  favourable  monsoon  was  scared}'  yet  set  in,  and  the 
state  of  the  sick  retjuired  the  refreshments  of  the  sliorc,  we 
came  to  anchor  in  an  open  buy  before  one  of  die  small 
islands  of  Pulo  Condore,  witli  a  view  to  that  eflect ;  but  the 
'  %ppearauec  of  onr  hirec  ships  occasioned  so  great  an  alarm  to 
,  the  few  poor  natives,  as.  lu  drive  them  into  the  mountains, 
leaving  behind  tliem  tlieir  scanty  stock  of  provisions  ex- 
posed at  the  door^  of  their  huts,  an4  praying  us,  in  a  billet 
writtipn  in  the  Chinese  character,  to  be  wtiafied  by  taking 
tiidr  little  all,  and  to  Bpaie  their  humUe  4welliiip.  Such 
bang  the  state  of  the  island,  we  bastened  our  departure  horn 
ihence,  and  steered  direct  towards  a  part  ei  Ibe  Asiatic  con* 
tijient  which  is  less  known  than  it  deserves  to  be  and,  I  may 
yenture.to  predict,  less  than  it  will  be  to  some  of  the 
European  nations,  bdore  many  years  shall  have  dapsed. 

In  tlu"  l:itrst  and  peihaps  the  best  armnged  system  of 
geography  which  has  been  offered  to  the  pubhc,  a  consider- 
able portion  of  Asia,  containing  full  twenty  miUions  of 
people,  and  from  three  to  four  hundred  thousand  square 
miles,  extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  is  passed  over  with  a 
mere  dash  of  the  pen.  "  Tiie  kingdoms  of  Loos,  Cambodiay 
"  Siampa^  Cochinchina,  and  Tung-quin,"  says  Mr.  Pinkerton, 
arc  countries  unimportant  in  themselves,  and  eouceniing 
**  which  the  materials  are  imperfect."  To  the  latter  part  of 
Ibb  jiweeping  aikl  unquaBfied  assc^tiDn  I  most  finely  and 
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fully  subsciii)e,  but  cannot  by  any  means  assent  to  the 
fumiev*;  being  vain  enough  to  hope  that  the  <m-i}}  stoc  k  of 
well-authenticated  materials,  which  I  am  alx)ul  io  lay  before 
the  piiblick,  will  be  sufliriL-nt  to  shew  that  these  e(^nntrics,  op 
a  ptiilioii  of  tlieni  only,  lield  tlms  so  \  cry  cheap,  aic  not  only 
importmit  within  themselves,  but  highly  so  to  the  present 
and  future  concerns  of  British  India.  .Ami  for  the  better 
illustration  of  the  historical  sketch,  which  will  be  the  subject 
of  fhtt  cha[)ter,  it  may  not  be  amias  to  prafix  a  concise  out- 
line of  the  geograpiiical  situation  and  diviaimu  of  that  part 
of  the  Asiatic  continent  which  is  nsualljr  known  by  the  name 
oi  Cbrhincliina. 

The  extensive  cmpiie  of  China  terminates,  on  the  south, 
at  the  twenty-ceoond  degree  of  latitude ;  hut  a  tongue  of 
land  connected  witli  it  continues  on  its  western  side  as  far  as 
to  the  ninth  paralU  1  of  northern  latitude.   This  piolongstion 

of  thirteen  degiecs  in  extent  has  a  ridge  of  high  mountains 
which,  running  down  the  middle  from  noith  to  south,  divides 
the  JBirman  empire,  on  the  west,  from  the  kingdoms  of  Tung- 
quin^  Cochitichina,  Tsiompa,  aiul  Cambotlia,  on  the  cast. 
These  name-,  thu^  usually  niaikcd  on  our  charts,  are,  how- 
ever, utterly  unknown  to  tlie  natives,  except  Tujiii-qiiin. 
The  (ttlu  r  three  t  ollectively  are  called  An-iian,  and  are  dis- 
tinguished by  three  grand  divisicjns.  The  fri-st,  contained  be- 
tween the  soullu'nmiost  point  wliicii  tbnns  the  extremity  of 
the  gnlph  of  Siam  and  wiuch  lies  in  about  the  ninth  degree 
>of  latitude,  as  far  as  to  the  twelfth  degree,  is  called  Don-nui ; 
-the  second,  extending  from  hence  to  the  fifteeijith  degree, 
Chang ;  and  the  thirdt  between  this  and.the  seve&teeath  de- 
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|;^ee,  where  the  kingdom  of  Tiinir^jrin  cojnmcnces,  i«  callecf" 
Hu^.  On  the  sc;i  const  of  all  Uiesc  divisions  are  safe  and 
Commodious  hnvs  and  harbours.  Tlie  great  river  of  Du/i-fini 
(Cambodtii  oi  tlic  charts)  is  dt'sc  ribed  as  navigabk'  by  slups 
of  the  largcat  size  to  the  distance  of  forty  miles  up  the  coun- 
try, where  the  city  of  «S<7/-£rowsr  is  situatctl,  iia  inj^  a  capa- 
cious  and  commodious  port,  aiui  aa  extensive  nav  al  arst  luil. 
An  English  gentleman,  who  sailed  up  tliis  river  in  a  large 
Vortugucze  vesseU  on  hb  passage  fiom  China  to  India,  le- 
presented  it  to  me  as  toe  oi  the  grandest  scenes  d&at  could 
be  imag^ed.  It  has  several  large  branches,  but  the  viddi 
of  that  up  which  thej  sailed  seldom  exceeded  tiro  miles,  and 
in  many  places  was  less  than  one ;  but  the  water  was  so  deep 
in  every  part,  that  the  rigging  of  their  vessel  was  sometimes 
entangled  in  the  branches  of  the  statdy  forest  tl^  which 
shaded  its  banks,  and  her  sides  £pequentlj  gnaed  against 
the  verdant  shores. 

tn  the  division  of  Chans:,  in  ktitaide  13'  50'  N.  is  Chin-cheu 
bay  and  harbour  ;  the  latter  spacious  and  completely  sheJ- 

fercd  from  all  winds,  but  only  acccssi!)le  by  large  vessels  at 
high  walcr,  on  account  of  a  bar  that  runs  across  the  narrow 
entrance  or  iwWvi  l)(Hvvccn  it  and  ihc  outer  bay.  At  the  head 
of  this  lun  l)«)ur  is  situated  the  city  of  Quin-mtig,  ' 

Tlie  principal  city  ia  the  divi^i()n  of  iiW,  which  bears  the 
same  name,  is  situated  on  the  l)anks  of  a  large  river  navi- 
gable by  ships  of  considerable  burden ;  bnt  a  bar  of  sand  * 
runs  across  the  moutli.    A  little  to  the  southward  of  this  river 
is  the  biiy  of  Hmi'MN,  or,  as  it  is  usually  marked  in  the 
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cSMUtSf  Turon,  wliich,  for  the  security  and  con\enif_'ncips  it 
iMTords,  is  equalled  by  few  in  the  East(;rii  a\  orld,  and  certainly 
isurpassed  by  none.    It  is  situated  in  latitude  10'  7'  N. 

It  ira»  for  thb  bay  we  shaped  our  course  from  Pulo  Con- 
dore,  and  we  arrived  before  it  on  the  24tfa  May.   Not  having 
any  chart  that  Could  be  depended  on»  and  perceiving  a  mul- 
titude of  fiihing  craft  between  onr  ships  and  the  shcne,  we 
ae&t  ont  a  boat  with  the  view  of  getting  a  pilot  j  but  the 
fiabermen,  on  obBemng  it,  immediately  hoisted  their  saik 
and  acttdded  away  befoie  the  wind.  At  last,  however,  a 
.gmall  boat  without  any  sail  was  overtaken,  irom  which  a 
miserable  old  wretch  was  brouiilit  away,  than  whom  I  never 
beheld  a  more  piteous  object.   His  eyes  were  deeply  stmk  in 
bis  head,  his  face  was  the  colour  of  an  old  oaken  wainscot, 
haggard,  and  wrinkled;  and  a  few  clotted  locks  of  grey  hair 
started  from  under  a  dirty  handkerchief  which  was  l>ound 
round  his  head.    His  whole  dress  consisted  of  a  short  trcx  k 
patched  with  pieces  of  twenty  different  sor1>  and  colours, 
and  a  pair  of  ragged  trowacrs  ot  tiic  pcuict>al  kind.    Such  a 
spociuicn  of  the  people  we  were  about  to  visit  was  not  cal- 
culated to  raise  very  high  expectations  in  their  favour.  Ou 
stepping  into  the  ship  he  seemed  to  be  greatly  agitated,  cast- 
ing his  eyes  first  round  the  spacious  deck,  then  at  the  largp 
guns,  and  not  a  little  disturbed  at  the  appearance  of  so 
many  people ;  bat,  above  all,  .the  great  hdgbt  of  the  maats 
seemed  to  attract  his  attention.   He  frequently  fell  on  fajs 
knees,  and  burst  into  teara.  With  some  difficulty  he  was. at 
.last  sufficiently  padfied  to  be  made,  by  signs,  to  comprehend 

.purpose  fi>r, which  he  had  been, brought  on, board;  and 


COCHINCHiNA. 

he  pointed  out  the  entiunce  into  the  bay,  whldi  does  not 
teadil}'  discover  itself  to  those  who  are  strangers  to  it.  The 
wcatlier  being  squally,  we  did  nut  succeed  in  gettffig  tfll 
the  latter  part  of  the  following  day. 

Tlie  dcploralilc  state  to  which  our  sick  were  now  rcdtircd 
b}'  tlie  lyplious  i'cvcv  and  dysentery,  which  had  been  cauglit 
at  Batnvia,  and  had  spread  nearly  through  the  wholf"  of 
the  ship's  company,  was  the  principal  reason  of  our  guiag 
to  Turon,  after  the  disaj)j)ointment  we  met  witii  at  Pulo 
('ondore.  It  may  be  imagiui-d  then  how  great  and  griermis 
was  tlic  mortiltcauon  we  all  leli  ou  being  told,  by  tiic  Cap 
tain  of  a  Portuguczc  vessel  whicli  was  lying  in  the  bay,  that 
an  existing  rebellion,  having  plunged  the  whde  of  Cochio* 
china  into  a  state  of  dvO  war,  had  reduced  the  country  to 
such  a  wretched  situation  as  to  prechide  efery  hojjo  of  our 
procuring  the  refireahnients  of  wfaicfa  we  stood  so  much  in 
need ;  and  that  it  would  be  more  adnsabte  for  us  to  pfooeod 
to  Macao  without. a  momeofs  delay,  than  to  wait  there  in 
fruitless  expectation  of  getting  those  supplies,  which  might 
perhaps  be  j^romiscd,  but  which,  he  knew  very  well,  could 
not  be  provided,  llie  miserable  condition  of  our  old  fishe»> 
man,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  place,  and  erery 
thing  we  saw,  seemed  to  confirm  tlie  unwelcome  intelligence 
of  Manuel  Dnome.  Few  natives  came  near  tlie  ships;  those 
that  did  t  onic  were  shy  and  suspicions  in  their  conduct,  and 
when  wc  wvnl  on  shore  they  seemed  to  avoid  us.  So  provi- 
sions nor  any  kind  of  r(  fivshments  were  brought  off  to  the 
ships,  and  it  was  not  without  diliicuity  we  cowld  procure  on 
shore  a  few  fbwb  and  a  tritiiug  quantity  of  fruit  and  roots. 
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The  second  day,  however,  the  ninrkct  was  rather  better 
stocked  ;  and,  in  a  few  days  more,  when  they  found  that 
their  articles  were  salrnhle  :il  iheir  own  prices,  and  money 
pIcntifnK  it  wan  ahuiui;intly  suj)|>lieil  with  hve  stock,  fruit, 
ivv.l  vegelahles.  The  ieadin<5  men  of  the  phire,  who  now 
bciiun  to  conje  forward,  shewed  an  inrli],;it!oa  to  be  civiJ, 
and  to  pay  some  atlealion  to  our  reiivusitions.  They  even 
visited  us  on  board  ;  and  on  tlic  iuurth  or  liilli  day  i'  was  an- 
nounced that,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  a  public  dinner 
wotdd  be  daily  prepared  on  shore,  for  such  of  the  gentlemen 
and  offioen  of  the  squadron  as  might  cbuse  to  partake  of  it. 

Our  inierooune  with  the  people  wa»  now  become  oottBtant 
and  unrettrained*  and  mutual  confidence  was  established 
betwem  us ;  and  tbb  brought  to  light  a  diaoovoy  not  rety 
creditable  to  our  iHend  Manuel  Duoraf .  This  Portuguese 

tnider,  in  the  true  spirit  of  commercial  jealousy,  had  availed 
himself  of  the  snspicions  of  the  Cochinchinese,  and  insinuated 
that  nothing  was  more  probable  than  the -English  squadron 
having  come  thither  with  hostile  views.  And  it  seemed  he 
.was  at  no  little  pains  to  convince  them  that  sucli  was  n-ally 
the  case,  in  the  hope  that,  by  their  shutting  the  markets 
against  us,  we  shonhl  be  induced  to  take  a  speedy  departure, 
and  leave  the  coast  clear  to  himself.  To  expiiiin  tlie  cireujn- 
stances  wliieli  <;ave  colour  (o  tl.t  sc  su<5])ieio!is  will  re(juire  a 
Itriel' ^lateinent  of  the  atfalrs  (jl'tiiis  <lisi  l  ai-ted  country  ihr  die 
ia-t  Ihiity  years;  and  1  am  uuv.iilins^  to  think  tliat  llie  his- 
torical ijketch  I  am  about  to  give  will  Ix^  considered,  even  b^ 
]VIr.  Pinkertou,  as  unimportant  or  uniutexesting. 
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HISTORICAL  BKBTCH  OF  MOOBEK  COCBIVCBIITA. 

In  the  35th  year  of  the  reign  of  Caitns:-shnng,  King  of 
Cochiiu  liina,  and  tlu"  50th  of  his  age,  (1774  of  the  Christian 
jera,)  a  sudtlon  and  ovcnvhclniin<r  insurreotion  broke  out  in 
his  capital,  tlic  city  oi'  Qttin-nong.  Tliis  rebellion  was  headed 
by  tlnce  brotLers.  The  eldest,  whose  name  was  Yin-yac, 
was  a  wealthy  merchant  who  carried  on  ao  extenuve  com* 
merce  with  China  and  Japan ;  the  name  of  the  second  was 
Long-niangi  a  general  officer  of  lugh  rank  and  great  com- 
mand and  the  third  was  a  priest  Such  a  dangerous  com- 
bination of  wealth,  of  military  power,  and  of  influence  over 
the  minds  of  the  people,  was  bnt  feeblj  resisted  on  the  pert 
of  the  Kingf  who,  from  a  sick]  j  constitution  and  an  indolent 
habit  of  body,  had  for  many  years  surrendered,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  retxiB  of  government  into  the  hands  of  his  generals, 
who  were  mostly  eunuchs.  Other  circttmsf  anres  at  the  moment 
fended  to  forward  the  views  of  the  rebel  chiefs.  The  imposition 
of  a  poll  tax  had  created  a  general  discontent  among  the  people. 
ITie  first  step  tliey  took,  Avliich  is  the  usual  proceeding  on 
such  occasion?^,  was  to  get  possession  of  the  person  of  the 
Kinij,  and  to  secure  every  part  of  the  royal  family  that  came 
Avitliin  their  reach;  and  al!  who  tell  into  their  hands  were 
immediately  put  to  deatli.  The  city  of  Sa{-s:ong  was  sup- 
posed to  be  ta^  ourable  to  the  cause  of  the  dejwsed  soverei2:n. 
An  army  wa^  therefore  marched  against  it,  the  walls  were 
levelled  with  the  ground,  and  20,000  of  its  inhabitanis  put 
to  the  sword.  Trials  and  executions  n^ere  daily  exhibited 
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in  e\  eiy  part  of  llio  rouutry,  under  pretence  of  plots  and  eon- 
spiracies  a«rainst  thr  saered  persons  of  the  iisurpei'S.  The^s 
on  their  part,  left  no  measures  \intvied,  nor  surtered  any  or- 
CRsion  to  pass  by,  -whicli  miglit  be  the  nican:>  of  acquiring 
them  popularity.  The  merchant  gave  smuptuous  cutcrtiuu- 
iiients»  feteSf  and  fire-works ;  the  general  cajoled  the  army  ; 
and  the  priest  prerailod  on  the  clerg>'  to  airnoaM  to  die 
caieleat  multitude  the  decree  of  Tien,  which  had  ordained 
these  three  worthies  to  be  their  ftitnre  rulers. 

In  their  airangemeDts  for  the  fiiture  government  of  this 
entennire  country,  it  was  determined  that  Ym^ae  diould 
possess  the  two  divisions  of  Chang  and  DoHrntAi  Lin^'4dang 
that  of  Huf^  b(»rderiDg  on  Tung-quin ;  and  that  the  youngest 
brother  should  be  high  priest  of  all  Cochinchina.  By  this' 
disp(K>ition,  Yin-i/ac  cunningly  placed  his  brother  between 
himself  and  tiie  Tnng-quinue,  who  were  at  this  time  considered 
as  a  powerful  nation.  Lons^-nfang  had  scarcely  set  foot  in 
his  capital  Hnl'-foo,  before  he  took  occasion  to  quarrel  with 
the  Kinir  of  Tung'tjuiu,  wlio  was  a  tributary  vassal  to  the 
Emperor  of  China.  The  Tun'^-qiiintsc,  Ix  inu;  in  fact  of  the 
<*ame  character  ami  disposition  as  tlie  Chines.',  were  little  able 
to  eope  vvitli  the  hardy  and  disei[)hned  lro(j])s  (»t"  a  bold  aud 
adventurous  usurper.  Their  King,  abaadouing  his  army  ' 
after  the  first  engugement,  iled  to  Pckin  to  demand  the  as* 
sistance  of  the  Emperor  of  China.  Kien^Limg  wh?,  from  his 
successes  in  every  part  of  Tartary  and  00  the  great  island  of 
Formosa,  had  been  led  to  believe  that  his  troops  wese  in- 
vincible, conceived  there  would  be  little  difficulty  in  driving 
the  usurper  from  Tung^wn,  and  in  restoring  the  lawful 
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sovereign  to  his  throne.  With  this  view  he  ordered  the  Vice- 
roy oi'  Canton  to  march  immediately  at  the  head  of  an  army 
of  100,000  matt.  Long-niang,  by  tasua  of  his  spies,  was 
AiDy  apprised  of  aU  the  movemente  of  thiB  imtneme  army. 
Having  ascertained  ihdr  line  of  march,  he  sept  out  detachp* 
ments  to  plunder  and  destroy  the  towns  and  villages  through 
which  it  had  to  pass ;  and  oountiy  bang  thus  laid  wastes 
the  Chinese  aimy,  long  hefiwe  it  had  even  readied  die 
frontier  of  Tung-fuiih  was  distressed  by  want  of  piovisioQa, 
and  obliged  to  &11  hack. 

The  usurper,  who  was  a  much  better  geneial  than  our 
finend  Fwhchang-iong,  (whom  we  met  at  the  court  of  fdun,) 
the  commander  of  this  army,  continually  kept  harassing  the 
rear  of  tlir  Chiueso  troops,  as  they  retreated  ;  and  so  much  did 
ihej  suflrr  in  this  ill-conducted  expedition,  by  fiitifjiic,  bv  fa- 
mine and  the  sword,  tiiat  not  Jess  than  lil'ty  thousand  naen  arc 
said  to  have  perished,  without  a  gincral  battle  havin^j;  Ijccn 
fought.  Driven  back  with  the  letnains  ot'iiis  arniv  within  a  Imn- 
dred  miles  ol'Canton,  the  Viceroy,  in  onlci"  to  i)revcnt  a  further 
los*s  of  men  ami,  what  to  hiin  was  of  mure  importance,  loss  of 
character  and  ceitaiu  disgrace,  concluded  Uiui  the  most  pru- 
dent step  he  could  now  take  would  be  tli^t  of  opening  a 
negodation  witli  the  usurper.  Lmg-niaHgt  asi^uming  the  tone 
of  a  conqueror,  boldly  decJaied  that,  having  \been  called  to 
ilie.thronB  of  Tung-quin  by  the  will  of  heaven  kad  the  voice 
of  the  people,  he  was  resolved  to  maintain  his  iHght  to  the 
last  extmnity  j  that  he  had  300,000  men  in  Tun^tan,  and 
as  many  in  Codiinchina,  ready  to  lose  t}ie  last  drojb  of  their 
blood  in  his  support;  and  that  he  was  now  no  loi]«rr  Long" 
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miang  the  iaurper,  fi>r  that  he  had  cauffMl  hinuwlf  Id  he 
crowned,  by  the  name  of  Quang-iung,  King' of  the  united 
kingdoniB  of  Tung-jutii  and  CmMcAtfia. 

Hie  Vknoy  of  Canton  was  but  ill  prepared  for  this  hi^ 
and  decided  tone  of  the  usurper ;  yet  no  time  was  to  be  lost 
in  deliberation.  Foo-chang-fong  was  a  poor  soldier;  but,  for 
what  he  was  deficient  in  courage  and  military  skill,  he  amply 
made  up  in  cunning.  His  fortunes  and  his  character  were  at 
stake,  and  he  saw  that  he  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
playing  a  des|)erate  game.  He  dispatched  a  courier  to  the 
Court  of  Pekin,  to  give  nn  account  to  the  Emperor  of  the 
unparalleled  success  of  his  expedition  :  and,  after  some  detail 
of  engagements  which  never  happrncd.  bvit  in  which  the 
HiTTis  of  the  Kinpcror  were  always  rcj)rcsciitcd  ns  vicioiKjuf, 
l.juic  testimony  to  liie  bravery  of  the  t-iicmy  ;  to  the  justice 
and  reasouabletiess  of  his  prcKMisiuiis  to  a  crown,  which  tlic 
former  possessor  had  relinquished ;  the  i'air  character  of  his 
antagonist,  and  the  onivenml  esteem  in  which  he  was  hdd  by 
the  people ;  and,  in  short,  delivered  it  as  his  opinion  that 
Quang'tung  should  be  invited  to  the  Court  of  Pekin  to  do  the 
usual  homage,  and  to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Emperor 
for  holding  the  throne  of  Tung-quin  ;  suggesting,  at  the  same 
time,  that  a  degree  of  mandaiinate  in  one  of  the  provinces 
of  China,  conferred  on  the  late  sovereign  of  that  country, 
would  be  an  ample  indemnification  ibr  what  he  had  lost  in 
Tifffg^tfth. 

Tlie  Court  approved  of  the  Viceroy's  proposal.  The  fugi- 
tive King  of  Twg^win,  like.  Fedengo  of  i^aples  when 
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created  Duke  nf  Anjou  V)V  Louis  XII.,  relinqtiislird  his  pre- 
tension<5  to  a  ( rown,  and  ac<.c|)tcd  the  (Ic^raded  tille  ol"  a 
Chinese  Maiuiarin  :  after  whicii  an  invitation  in  due  form 
was  sent  dow  n  for  Quang-tiing  to  proceed  to  Pekin.  This 
Mary  <^oncral,  however,  tliiuking  it  might  \m  a  trick  of  the 
\  iccro)  to  get  possession  of  liis  person  ;  and  naturali^  dis- 
tasting the  man  whom  he  had  lo  shamefuUjr  defeated,  re- 
maioed  in  doubt  as  to  the  couiie  he  ooght  to  punue :  but, 
on  consulting  one  of  bis  confidential  generak,  it  ms  con- 
cluded between  them  that  this  officer  should  proceed  to  tiie 
capital  of  China  as  his  represeatative,  and  as  the  neir  Ipog 
of  Tung^vm  and  Cochinchina.  He  was  leoeived  at  the 
court  of  Pekin  with  all  due  -hononn,  loaded  with  the  usual 
presents,  and  confirmed  in  his  title  to  the  united  langdoms, 
which  wcK-  In  future  to  be  considered  as  tributary  to  the  £b»- 
peror  of  China.  On  the  return  of  this  mock  king  to  Htd, 
Quang-tting  was  greatly  puzzled  how  he  should  act ;  but 
.  seeing  that  the  affair  could  not  \on^  remain  a  secret  with  so 
many  living  witnesses,  he  caused  liis  friend  and  the  whole  of 
his  stiito  to  be  put  to  death,  «s  the  surest  and  perhaps  the 
only  nuans  of  prevt-ntni;^-  the  trick,  uhicli  he  had  so  success- 
I'nlh'  plnved  on  the  l  anpcror  of  Ciiina,  trora  being  discovered. 
This  event  happened  iu  tlic  year  IF 79-  ' 

To  those  who  arc  acquainted  with  the  Chinese  character, 
and  tlic  nature  of  that  government,  it  will  appear  the  less 
iurprizing  that  the  commanding  oflBcer  of  an  aimj  shoidd 
transmit  to  the  supreme  tribunal  in  Pekin  a  ftlaeieport  of  lus 
pioceedbgs.  .Whiefe  the  chances  are  in  lavoor  of  ialsehood 
€ies^^ing  detection ;  wbeie  miUtaiy  merit  has  op  other  mea- 
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snre  than  that  of  success ;  and  where  Uie  consequence  of  a 
fihiglc  reverse,  Avhcii  once  ascertaitKHl,  is  the  liow-string, 
trutli  can  hardly  be  expected  to  How  from  the  pen  of  the  very 
man  who  has  to  tell  tlie  talc  of  his  own  disasters.  In  vain 
have  Kien-Jaiin'^  and  Kia-h'in^  issued  their  proclamations, 
from  time  to  time,  denouncing  \  cngcauce  on  tli6se  uenerals 
who  should  transmit  reports  of  battles  that  were  nc\  er  loii<j;lit, 
and  ol  victories  that  were  ne\  er  gained  ;  the  military  Uibunal 
of  Pekin  is,  at  this  day,  jus»t  as  remote  from  receiving  a  tnie 
statement  of  facts  as  their  predecessor  were  two  thousand 
years  ago.  No  wonder  tliea  tliat  FiHhehang-iong,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  3000  miles,  and  in  a  wild  and  but  little  frequented 
oodnti7,  should  be  tempted  to  impose  on  the  ooort»  and  that 
the  tridL  should  remain  undiscovered. 

• 

At  the  time  of  the  rebellion  in'  Cochinchina,  when  the 

three  ])rothers  caused  the  King,  and  that  part  of  the  xoyal 
fufuily  and  its  adherents  which  fell  into  their  hands,  to  be  put  to 
death,  there  happened  to  reside  at  Court  a  French  missionarj 

of  tlie  name  of  Adran,  who,  in  his  various  communicatiotts 
which  are  published  in  the  Txtttrs  rdifiantrs  et  cuneuscs, 
calls  himself  the  Apostolic  Vicar  of  Coc/iiiichina.  Tliis  mis- 
sionary was  strondy  attached  to  the  royal  family  which,  on 
its  part,  setms  to  have  held  huu  in  <:reat  consideration  and 
f  steeui.  Instead  of  persccutinsj  the  little  colony  of  Christians 
which  he  had  raised  in  the  country,  the  Kinii;  atforded  them 
his  protection  ;  and  so  little  danger  did  he  uppiehcnd  trom  a 
man  who  professed  u  ditferent  religion  from  that  of  his  own, 
that  he  had  no  scruples  in  placing  under  hib  particular  tuition 
his  only  stm  and  heir  to  the  throne.  Adran»  on  Ihe  fint  bunt 
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of  the  revolt,  saw  that  the  only  hope  of  safety  for  himself 
and  bis  flock  was  in  flight.  The  King  was  already  in  the 
pow-er  of  the  reliels  ;  but  tlic  Querii,  the  yntmg  Prince,  with 
his  wife  and  infant  son,  and  om  sister,  by  llic  ready  assist- 
ance of  Adran,  effected  tiu  ir  rsraj)i\  Under  favour  of  the 
nigh)  they  fled  to  a  considerable  distance  from  the  capital, 
and  toijk  rct'utic  in  a  forest.  Here,  for  several  months,  the 
young  Kinsr  ot  Cochincliina,  like  another  Charles,  conccalnl 
himself  autl  the  remnant  of  his  unfortunate  family  in  the 
shady  branches,  not  of  an  oak,  but  of  a  Innyaii  or  fig  tree, 
whose  sacred  cbancter  rendered  it,  perhaps,  in  their  estima- 
tion the  more  secure:  In  this  situation  they  receired  their 
daily  sustenance  from  the  hands  of  a  Chixstian  priest,  of  the 
name  of  Paul,  who  carried  Hxeta  supplies  at  the  hasard  c^his 
own  life,  till  all  fiirther  search  was  discontinued,  and  the  • 
parties  of  troops  sent  out  for  the  purpose  recalled. 

.As  soon  as  the  enemy  had  retired,  the  unfortunate  fti^tiTes 
made  the  best  of  their  way  to  Sai-gong,  where  the  people 
flocked  to  the  standard  of  their  legitimate  sovereign,  whom 
they  crowned  as  King  of  Cochincliina  under  the  name  of  his 
late  father  Cafni^-ylititig-.  'I'licre  happened,  at  this  time,  to  be 
lying  at  Sui-goug  an  unned  vessel  coninianded  by  one  iVanuel, 
a  Frenchtiian.  seven  Portugneze  nu  n  liaiitm<'n  and  a  con- 
siderable number  of  junks  and  row-boats.  F>v  tlu;  advice  of 
Adran,  this  fleet  was  purrliastcl,  manned  and  ecjuipped  at 
the  sliortest  notice,  for  the  pmpose  of  making  an  unexpected 
■attack  on  the  nsurpei's  fleet,  unprepared  for  such  an  event, 
hi  tlic  liarbour  of  Quin-}io?m.  The  monsoon  was  fa\ ourable 
for  the  project,    lliey  entered  the  bay  where  the  enemy's 
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tet  was  lying  quietly  at  andior.  The  alarm,  however,  being 
given,  the  tioopt  were  ■oon  emhaAe<t>  The  &te  of  the  day 
waa  dottbtfiil  till  the  Erenchnian's  diip,  which  in  a  Frendi- 
man't  nanatiTe  is  laid  to  have  done  woiiden»  got  agroimd ; 
when  the  oonitnanden  of  the  seven  Portugueae  veuels  im- 
mediatdy  laa  away,  and  cairied  off  their  ships  to  Macao* 
Hie  yonag  King  displayed  the  greatest  codneas  and  intre- 
pidity but,  beuigiifveqMmered  by  nmnben,  was  obliged  to 
eStct  Ik  escape  by  a  piedpitate  letieat 

By  this  attack  a  considerable  part  of  Km-jfoe^s  fleet  was 
disabled  or  destroyed  ;  but  it  answered  no  other  puipose  than 
to  rouse  his  attention  towards  the  southern  parts  of  the  country. 
Cauvg-shttng,  indeed,  liad  scarcely  returned  to  Don-nai, 
which  lie  reached  with  difficulty  on  account  of  the  nions<jon 
being  adverse  to  his  return,  when  inteUigence  was  received  of 
a  large  army  lieing  on  it&  march  against  him.  It  w;is  snon 
discovered  tliat  any  resistance  which  he  could  up|>ose  would 
be  nugatory  ;  and,  therefore,  lie  determined  at  once  to  aban- 
don the  country.  Having  collected  the  remains  of  his  family 
and  a  few  ftithfol  followers,  he  embaiiDed  in  die  river  of  Ski- 
gong  ;  and,  putting  to  sea,  aiiived  lal^y  on  a  small  uBin> 
habited  idand  in  the  guljdi  of  Sum  caBed  IVds  Wm,  H&bb 
.he  was  jotnetdi,  from  ttme  to  time^  by  about  twelve  hundied 
of  his  infa|ects  fit  to  carry  arms.  The  usurper,  liaving  dis- 
covered the  place  of  has  retreat^  resolved  to  send  out  an  ex- 
pedition against  him ;  bat  Cmmg-dnrng,  appiised  of  bis  in- 
tention, deemed  it  more  prudent  to  embark  for  Siam,  and  to 
dnow  himself  on  thc^  protectioa  of  the  Kinjg  of  that  oountryj 
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than  to  remain  on  a  defenceless  island,  where  certain  desU  ac- 
uon  iiiUdi  fuUuw  to  himself  and.  to  lib  people. 

His  Siamese  tdsjeaHj  happened  to  beat  war  with  tiie 
fttofif  (Ae  BinnaiisX  who  had  hitherto  been  constantly  vio- 
torious,  afid  made  coiuidenble  encrnachnimts  on  his  teiri- 
tories.  Camig-^lumg,  whose  mind  was  of  too  My  a  cast  to 
brook  the  idea  of  lemaiiiiDg  a  hundile  and  inactive  dependent 
on  the  mnnificence  of  the  King^of  Siam,  made  an  offer  of  his 
services  to  proceed  against  tlie  enemy  at  the  head  of  Ins  littk 
aimj  of  fbliowers»  ammmting,  at  that  time;  to  about  ono 
thousand  efiective  men.  The  King  accepted  his  offier.  Hav^ 
ing  gcqmrcd,  under  the  instructions  of  the  French  missionaiy, 
a  consldcnihle  knowledj^c  of  I'uropcan  tactics,  he  hatl  now, 
for  the  tirst  lime,  an  opportunity  of  putting  them  in  prnrtirc. 
Instead  of  hazarding  a  general  cugagenieut  wiUi  the  ciu mr, 
lie  attacked  liiiu  only  ftom  certain  commanding  po^ilions, 
threw  oi)stacleh  in  the  way  of  iiis  march,  harassed  him  con- 
tinuallv  by  detachments  and,  in  short,  made  use  of  so  many 
inan(cu\  ICS  unknown  to  the  Birmans,  that  he  obliged  them 
to  sue  for  a  |)eace  on  his  own  terms.  Atler  this  he  returned 
in  triumph  to  &e  capital  of  Siam,  whese  he  was  received  with 
universal  joy  and  every  demonstration  of  kindneas,  m  the 
part  of  the  Kiog»  who  loaded  him  with  presents  of  gold, 
fliWer  and  precious  stones. 

The  Ring  of  Siam,  it  seems,  had  made  overtures  to  QiMMig- 
fAwig's  mother,  during  his  abiSenoe  m  the  war,  to  obtain  Iiis 
sister  as  one  of  his  concubines;  a  proposal  which  she  had 
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rejected  with  disdain.  But  being  dcsperateljr  smitten  -with 
her  beauty,  he  was  dctcimaued  to  possess  hor  at  any  rate, 
and,  for  this  purpose,  made  an  offer  to  share  with  her  his 
throne,  which  mm  «lflo  refased.  His  Siamese  Majesty  began 
now  iohe  olfaidedLiBlmi  tnrB,  tnd  to  upbnid  the  emigrant 
Fkiiioe  as  an  abandoned  outcast,  who  ought  not  to  hold  himsdf 
aiid  his  fiuiily  in  such  hi^  ettiinatioik  On  this  subject  llie 
•twoBOTeKignsaresaidtobaTiequaRelled:  bat  other  aocounts 
•tate^  what  indeed  is  <inore  probable,  that  the  Siamese 
generals,  jeakms  of  tfae^ig^t  Prinoe,  had  plotted  against 
liis  life.  The  same  jeaIo\isy  might  -also  have  fonnd  its  way 
inta  the  breast  oi  the  King  of  Siam.  Awareof  the  storm  that 
was  rising  aj^inst  l^im,  he  communicated  his  apprehensions 
to  some  of  his  faitliful  followers,  who  advised  him  immediately 
to  quit  a  Court  where  tiie  delay  of  a  night  might  prove  fatal 
to  him.  Tt  was  theveforc  determined  that  thej"  shouhl  fVjree 
their  way  that  very  e\eniiig,  witii  bwirnl  in  hand,  to  tlie 
nearest  ,port,  seii^e  on  the  shipping  wliich  might  be  there, 
and,  being  embarked,  steer  a  direct  course  ior  their  old  soU* 
tary  island  of  Pulo  WaL  Th&  number  (tf  those  who  had 
lowed  his  fortunes  from  Cochinchina,  and  who  had  since  joined 
hiniin  Siam,  amounted  to  about  fifteen  hundred  persons.  Plac- 
ing himself  with  his  fiunfly,  at  the  head  of  this  small  ibroe,  he 
sallied  forth  fiom  the  capitsl  of  Siam,  cut  his  way  through  all 
that  opposed  him,  embarked  hb  fiiends  in  a  si^kient  num^ 
her  of  Siamese  vessels  and  Malay  proas  that  were  lying  in 
the  harbour  and,  putting  to  sea,  arrived  safely  on  Piflo  Wok  ' 
.  which  he  now  took  care  to  fortify  in  such  a  manner,  with  the 
guns  and  aims  found  on  the  ships  he  had  seised*  as  to  be  se> 
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cure  iiuiiin.st  ;iiu-  riUark  thateiiher  the  Kins;  of  Siam  or  the 
i-<^Ik;I8  ui  Cucliiuciiiiiu  luight  be  disp(><>ed  to  make  against  it. 

1 

Adran»  some  time  before  this,  luid  made  his  way  from 
Siam  to  the  aowtfiem  province  of  Cochiiichiaa,  m  <Mrder  to 
sound  the  sentimenta  of  the  people  with  K^gard  to  their  legiti* 
mate  sovereign ;  and»  finduig  them  still  ftithfol  tohkintevest^ 
and  a^genend  dissatisfection  pievailing  agaimt  the  warper, 
he  conoeired  the  plan  of  ofipljiBg  to  Xioois  XVI.  of  Jhmuae 
for  suoconn^  in  order  to  replace  the  lawftil  heir  on  the  thsone» 
on  such  terms  as  woold  not  be  objectionable  to  himsdf,  and 
might  eventually  be  highly  advantajjeons  to  France.  YfiOt 
this  view  he  set  sail  ia  search  of  thr  emigrant  King.  "  I  met 
**  with  the  unfortunate  Monarch/'  says  ho,  in  a  letter  dated 
from  Pondicherry,  "  in  a  very  wretched  situation,  accom- 
"  panied  by  a  few  faithful  friends,  on  one  of  the  small  islnnds 
"  in  the  gutph  of  Siam,  near  tlie  jimction  of  this  kiniddm 
**  with  Cambodia.     His  soldiers  were  subsisting  on  roob 

wJiich  they  dus:  out  of  the  eartli."  Here,  it  seems,  the 
King  commit  ttcd  to  the  care  of  the  missionary  liis  eldest  son, 
earnestly  enireatinjj  him,  in  the  event  of  any  aecident  bt^fall- 
ing  liimiielf,  to  e(niUiiiie  his  advice  and  a^Mstancc  to  him  as 
a  fathcf  and  a  friend ;  and  to  instruct  hhn  never  to  lose  sight 
of  his  lawful  doaunions,  of  wlndi  Ins  lather  was  deprived  by 
violence  and  usurpation 

Adian,  having  satisfied  the  King  on  this  subjeet,  took  his 
leave,  and  embaiked  with  his  young  duug^  Inr  Pondicherry ; , 
and,  having  procoied  a  passage  from  tfienoe  in  an  European 
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ve&sel,  thoy  arrived  in  Paris  in  the  year  1?87.  The  yoimg 
Prince  was  f)r«'srnteci  at  court,  and  iicaled  with  every  mark 
of  atlciition  ami  respect;  and  the  project  of  the  miKsionary 
was  so  highly  approved  that,  in  the  course  of  a  tew  niontlis, 
a  treaty  was  drawn  up  and  concluded  between  Louis  XVI. 
and  the  King  ci  Codihyjiina,  signed' at  Veisailles  on  the  part 
of  die  fatma  by  tlie  Cmp0i»  de  Vtrgamet  $sod  JfMliMfAi, 
and  of  the  iattar  bj  tiic  young  niaoe.  Ilie  principal  artidet 
of  tbii  extiaoidmaij  1ieafgr>  wbich  I  bdieve  h  now  in  Hie 
iint  thne  made pubGc,  veie  as foiOoirB: 

I.  Tlieie  diali  he  an  oiknaive  and  defennve  ailiaaoe  between 
the  Kings  cf  IVancc  and  Cochindiina;  they  do  hereby 
agree  mutuatty  to  ttSoid  aroirtencc  to  each  other  i^gainst 
all  those  who  may  make  war  upon  either  of  the  tiro  ood^ 
tiactbig  partinu 

II.  To  accomplish  this  purjwse,  there  shall  \m  put  under  the 
orr!fj-s  of  the  King  of  Cochinchina  a  scpiadron  of  twenty 
1  j(  iirh  ships  of  "War,  of  svirli  ei;/f.  nnd  force  aS  shall  be 
deoiued  su&dent  fot  the  deuiaodti  ol  lus  i^ervice. 

III.  Five  complete  European  regiments,  and  two  regiments 
ot  aain  c  colonial  Lioopj*,  bhail  be  embarked  wiliiout  delay 
for  Cochinchina. 

IV.  His  Majesty  liOuii  XVI.  shall  engage  to  fiimishf  withia 
four  months  die  sum  of  one  million  doUan;  five  bun- 
died  thousand  of  nhiofa  shall  be  in  specie^  die  ranainder 
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iu  salt  petie,  caaiiuu,  musquets,  and  other  military 
ttoies. 

V.  From  the  moment  the  .French  troops  shall  haTe  entered 
tibe  dominions  of  ibe  King  of  Co<JwnoWn»i>  thcj  and  dieir 
genenliv  both  faj  aea  and  land»  ahaU  raceiTe  dieir  onien 
firnn  the  King  of  Codundmuu  To  tfab  effect  ^  com- 
manding officers  shall  be  fumiahed  'with  instniciions  fiom 
his  Catholic  Majesty  to  obey  in  all  things,  and  in  all  plaoesi^ 
the  will  of  his  nfl«r  ally.  ' 

On  the  other  hand. 

I.  Tlic  King  of  Codiincbina,  as  soon  as  tranquillitj  shall  be 
re-established  in  hh  dominions,  shall  engu<;c  to  furnish,  for 
fourtren  ships  of  the  line,  such  a  quantity  of  stores  and 
provisiuas  as  will  enable  them  to  put  to  sea  without  delay, 
on  the  requisition  of  the  ambassador  from  the  King  of 
"France-;  and  for  the  better  eflccting  this  purpose,  there 
biiall  be  sent  out  from  Europe  a  corps  of  officers  and  petty 
officers  of  the  marine,  to  be  put  upon  a  permanent  esta- 
Uidmient  in  Codundnna. 

II.  His  Majesty  Loms  XVI.  -shall  have  resident  bonsnls  on 
eveiy  part  of  the  coast  of  Cochmchina*  wherever  he  may  ^ 
think  fit  to  place  diem.  These  consuls  shaU  be  allowed 
the  privilei^  of  bnilding>  or  causing  to  be  built,  ships,  fii* 
g^tes,  and  other  Tessd^  without  mdestation,  und^  any 
pretence,  from  the  Cocfainchmese  goremmeat 
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m.  The  unfaMiadoT  ofhis  Majesty  Louis  XVI.  to  the  Court 
of  CocKinchina  shall  be  allowed  to  fell  such  timber,  in  an j 
of  the  fo)tet8y  as  may  be  found  convenient  and  suitable  for 
building  ship^  fiigpttest  or  other  vessels* 

IV.  The  King  of  Cocbioduna  and  the  Council  of  State  si^Jl 
cede  in  pnpetuttj  to  his  most  Christian  IMa  jesty,-  his  hein» 
and  sQCoessorSf  the  port  and  territory  of  Han-san  (bay  of 
Turon  and  the  peninsula),  and  the  adjacent  islands  fimn 
Faifo  on  the  sooth-  to  Hist'iswa.  oh  the  north.. 

V.  The  King  of  Cocliincliina  engages  to  furnish  men  and 
materials  necessary  for  the  construction  of  forts,  bridges, 
high-roads,  tatik-*.  Sec.  as  far  as  may  be  judged  necessary 
for  the  protection  and  defence  of  tho' cessions  made  to  his 
faitiiful  ally  the  King  of  France. 

VI.  .  In<case  that  the  natives  shaii  at  any  time  be  umvilUng  to 
leniaia  in  the  ced^  territory,  Uiey  will'  be  at  liberty  to 
kave  itt  and^wiU  be-iembafsed  llie-vdne  of  the  property 
tbsy  may  leave^upan  it  The  oivil.  and  criminal  jnri»' 
jmi^oe  shall  femaan  unaltered;  all  religious  opinions 
shell  be  fiee;  the  taxes  shaD  be  coUectedby  the  French  in 
the  usual  mode  o$  the  country,  and  (he  odlectots  'shall>be 
appomted  jointly  by  the^  ambassador  o£  IVancr  and  the 
Kmg  ef  Godiindiina ;  Jbut  the  latter  shall  not  daim  any 
part  of  those  taxes,  which  will  betong.  properly  to- his 
liiost  Christiaa  Msjesty  for  the  support  o£  Us-  torri- 
toiies. 
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VII.  In  the  event  of  his  most  Christian  ^fj^irsiy  being  re- 
solved to  wasc  vrwT  in  any  part  of  India,  it  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  the  Comma nder  in  Chief  of  the  French  forces  to 
raise  a  levy  of  14,G0()  men,  whom  he  shall  cause  to  be 
trained  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  in  France,  and  to 
oe  put  under  French  discipHoe. 

VI II.  In  the  event  of  any  power  whatsoever  attacking  tiie 
French  in  their  Cochinchiiieie  tcoilorf,  King  of  Codun- 
china  ilialL  fomUi  60fi00  nm  or  niora  in  hmd  forces, 
wImxh  lie  dnlt  dolli^  ticliiial,  &c.  &c. 

Boide  fhete  aftidn>  tl»  twatyconHanrf  ioaie  eHnm  of 
ioftriortmportanoe^  but  ail  of  Urn,  as  miglit  te  ei^eeted* 
greatly  ufiKfoar  of  tiiaAeiidu  Adiaft  vaa  pvomoted  to  the 
qpiscopal  see  under  1h»  tide  qf  Bidiop  of  Coditncliiiia,  and 
honoured  ntSk  tbe  appomtmeQi  of  Ambamdor  Eitnoidiniuy 
andFleoipotentiafjtotihatCoiirt  TbeoonmaadofthetKMpa 
tntanded  to  be  cmhaitod  on  Ae  OKpodhion,  which  was  pat 
voder  llie  nle  naaagemeat  and  diieelion  of  <he  IBStifyop, 
w  meant  to  be  ocnftnred  eitfaor  on  IC  Cnstin  or  M.  de 
Frtoe.  The  Bishop  was  desiroiis  tlai  Conway,  the  Governor 
of  Bondicheny,  should  bavo  the  oomniand ;  but  lioois  XVL, 
it  seems,  had  taken  a  stRmg  aversion  to  this  oflioer,  at  being, 
m  his  opinion,  aa  faaBKNalt  unpriaci]ded  chaandtetf  and  a 
pvood,  haughty  and  restless  man.  Mons.  d'Adran,"  ob- 
lervod  this  good  Monaich,  "  you  sufier  yoonelf  to  be  led 
f*  away.in  finroorof  Gonwaj:  believe  me,  he  would  occtaioD 

yoQ  mudi  oneMiness,  and  probaUj  £ru8t»te  the  ^iews  of 
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**  the  expedition.  If  I  have  madn  Iviin  Gorcmor  General  in 
"  India,  it  is  with  the  view  solely  of  prevcntiiiEi;  his  intrir^ics 
**  here,  and  his  nttcnipts  to  throw  matters  into  ronfusion  ; 
"  for  I  wpII  know  that  his  hrofhcr,  himself,  and  Diilon,  rm- 
*•  not  remain  one  monieut  at  rest.  He  may  he  a  gooii  ^uldier, 
"  and  will  do  well  enough  whiU;  stationary  at  Poudit:herry  ; 
"  but  T  would  not  tnist  him  at  the  head  of  an  array.  How- 
"  crer,  for  vour  sake,  he  shall  have  the  red  ribbaad  {cordm 
rouge),  and  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  GeucraL" 

Matters  l>eing  thus  far  conchided  in  Paris,  the  Bishop, 
with  the  young  Prince  under  his  charge  and  the  treaty  in  his 
pocket,  set  sail  fur  Poudicherry,  in  the  Mcduse  frigate,  as 
Ambassador  Plenipotentiary  from  Loiiis  XVI.  of  F^nuioe  to 
the  King  of  CpcbinchiM.  He  called  on  Us  passage  at  the 
Isle  of  France,  where  he  found  lying  a  ship  of  fifty  guns,  seren 
fitj^tes,  and  some  transports.  He  found  alio  that  the  num- 
ber of  dispkMeahle  troops  in  this  ishwd  and  Bourbon  anuNinted 
to  between  four  and  five  thousand  men.  The  ships  weve 
ordered  to  be  equipped  with  ail  possible  dispatch,  and  thi 
troops  to  bold  themsdTes.  in  readiness  for  embaikation,  the 
moment  that  an  advice  boat  should  anite  foom  Bondidieitj, 
whidi  he  meant  to  dispatch,  on  his  arrival  there,  with  oidon 
to  that  effect. 

Tliere  happened  to  be  in  Pondichcrry,  at  the  time  of  his 
arrival  in  1789,  a  celebrated  beauty  of  the  name  of  Ma- 
dame de  Vienne,  the  wife  of  Conway's  Aid-de-camp,  and 
mistress  to  the  General.  As  the  Bishop  had  paid  his  respects 
to  all  the  women  of  distinction  in  the  settlement,  it  was 
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hinted  to  him  that  he  otijrht  to  make  a  visit  to  tliis  lady. 
This  piece  of  civility  he  not  only  refused  to  perform,  but  was 
exceedingly  indignant  on  the  intimation  beini;  made  to  him, 
usins  many  aross  epilliets  on  tlif  occasittn,  and  rcprol)ali ng, 
in  the  severest  tenns,  tlie  scandalous  conduct  both  ol"  the 
Crnrral  and  his  mistress;  all  of  which  was  faithfully  com- 
nuniicated  to  the  latter  by  sonic  oi'  her  couliduutial  Iriends. 
Enraocd  on  hearing  the  impertinent  observations,  as  she  con- 
Kiderrd  them,  on  thm  part  of  tlie  priest,  she  was  dtierniincd 
tp  lose  no  time  in  j)ractit»ing  her  revenge.  Matlarne  uc 
Vienne  liad  obtaiiunl  an  absolute  sway  over  Conway.  In  a 
larejt*  eonn»auy  she  t<K)k  an  occasion  to  ridicule  his  red  ril>- 
band,  which  she  rej)rcscnted  a^  a  bauble  sent  out  rather  for 
his  amusement,  and  to  keep  him  in  good  humour,  than  us  an 
honourable  testimonial  of  his  services.  She  treated  with  great 
contempt  tlic  nuik  to  which  he  had  been  promoted  in  vrhsit 
'•be  called  the  Pope's  army,  under  the  conmiaml  of  a  Bishop. 
In  short,  this  enraged  beauty  knev  so  well  haw  to  woric  on 
Ae  feelings  of  Conway,  that  sbe  completely  micceeded  in  all 
bcr  views,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  create  a  tempofary  dday 
to  the  piogresB  of  the  expeditioo.  For  thb  purpose  be  dis- 
patched a  ihst<sailing  vend  to  the  Mauritins,  with  directiont 
to  sospend  the  armament  until  Airther  oidcn  should  be 
ceived  from  tlie  Court  of  Versailles ;  and  the  weyolntiop,  in 
the  mean  time  breaking  out  in  France,  put  a  final  stop  to 
aU  their  proceedings* 

Had  this  event  not  taken  place,  it  is  difh  i  ult  to  say  what 
the  consequences  of  such  a  treaty  might  have  been  to  our 
poiBCSfflons  in  India,  and  to  the  txade  of  the  East  India  Com* 
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pany  with  China ;  but  it  is  sufficientljr  endeat  that  it  bad  §ot 
iti  object  the  deatractkm  of  biith. 

The  untoward  cirrumstancps  that  had  piif  an  end  to  the 
expedition  did  not,  however,  deter  the  Bii>hop  <Tom  tlie  pi-o- 
seculioa  of  his  original  plan  of  rc-estabhshinj  the  lawful 
Sovereign  ol"  Corhinehina,  it"  still  living,  or  tlie  yomvz  Pnnee, 
^  if  liis  fatlier  should  i>c  dead,  on  the  throne  of  their  ancestors. 
He  had  carried  uith  hiiu  from  Trauce  several  oiiu  ei-s,  who 
were  to  have  held  appoiutments  in  the  new  setUcuients. 
With  some  of  Uiese,  as  wduotem,  the  Bishop  and  the  youn^ 
Prince  embariced  in  a  nepchant  ship  for  Cape  St  Jacques, 
at  the  mouUi  of  the  river  leadii^  to  Sat'gongt  whfere  thej 
hoped  to  receive  intelligeace  of  the  King,  Here  they  leaned 
that,  after  their  depaiture  iot  Poodichenj,  the.imfortiitiato 
monarch  had  remaiiied  on  the  ishuMl  of  Pido  fFm  fat  nearijr 
two  yean,  feeding  on  roots  with  the  rest  of  his  people» 
when  the  two  usurpen  were  so  much  exhausted  by  perpetoai 
broils  and  skimushes*  and  his  &ithiul  subjects  so  very  do- 
suous  of  his  presence  in  Doa*aa»,  that  he  was  induced  onoe 
mofe  to  venture  a.landing  in  hb  own  dominions;  that  all 
nofcs  flocked  with  ardour  to  his  standard;  that  he  marched 
without  interruptiou  to  Sai-gong,  whose  works  of  defence 
were  immediatdy  strengthened  and  put  into  good  order; 
that  the  moment  of  his  landing  had  been  particularly  favour- 
able, as  the  two  rebel  brothers  were  then  shut  up  in  their 
respective  capitals,  each  cx{)ecting  to  be  attacked  by  the 
other.  This  favourable  inteUigenoe  gave  a  spur  to  the  exer- 
tiotos  of  the  Bishop  and  his  son,  who  joined  the  King  at  Sai' 
gottgi  in  the  year  1790 ;  and  they  were  followed  by  a 
small  Tessel  which  had  been  titkeu  up  to  convey  arms  and 
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ammnnition  ;  but  the  roniinaiiclcr  (Iticheiie)  was  accused  of 
1ki\  ir\i'  sold  the  greater  part  oi  ins  cargo,  for  hu  own  use»  at 
Malacca. 

The  meeting  of  the  Kiui:,  lii**  son,  and  his  instructor,  may 
be  more  ea«?ily  conceived  than  described.  No  lime  >vas  lost 
in  conceitmi;  their  plans  for  carrying  on  a  vigorous  war 
against  the  usurjier.  The  sjcater  ])art  of  the  first  year  was 
occupied  iu  tortifyiiig  Sai-gong,  ia  recruiting  and  disciplining 
the  army,  and  m  collecting  and  equipping  a  fleet. 

In  the  year  1791»  the  febd  Qtiang-tung  died  at  Htf^ 
lca?iiig  behind  him  a  son  of  about  13  yeafs  of  age  to  succeed 
to  the  gorenunent  of  Tung-quin  and  the  nortbern  part  of 
Codnnchina.  TUa  event  seemed  to  make  it  the  more  neces- 
sary for  the  legitimate  sovereign,  Caung-shung^  to  commence 
his  operations  against  Yin-yae  who^  much  as  he  bated  bis  late 
brother,  nii^t  probably  not  be  indbposed  to  ofler  his  youog 
ncphev  at  Htti  terms  of  acooromodation.  The  ratification  of 
Ills  father's  title  to  the  kingidom  of  Tung^qmnt  by  the  Em- 
peror of  China,  had  been  the  first  cause  ni  hostilities  between 
the  two  brothers.  In  all  their  skirmishes  Yin^yac  was 
worsted,  and  the  limits  of  hb  country  .contracted.  Nothing, 
therefore,  was  more  probable  than  hU  offering  to  make  peace 
with  the  young  King  of  Tttitg-qvim,  Under  this  idea  the 
Bishop  strongly  urged  the  expediency  of  njiikinti;  :in  im- 
mediate attack  upon  the  f)(  rt  of  Yin-ym,  in  the  harbour  of 
Qiiin-nong ;  especially  as  the  laud  forces  were  now  considered, 
botlj  as  to  numbers  and  disciphne,  to  be  capable  of  opposing 
any  army  that  might  he  marched  against  thcni  through  the 
iatcrior.   Tlic  King  liad  onl^*  a  few  ships,  and  the  usurper's 
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fleet  was  very  niinieroiis  ;  but  whilst  the  latter  waa  shut  up 
in  port  by  tlie  adverse  monsoon,  the  same  wind  was  favgur- 
able  for  eanTing  tlx-  former  dircclly  into  the  midst  of  tlieni. 
He  therefore  cmi)arked  iti  the  spriuL^  ut'  the  year  and 
p«ttin<x  the  whole  of  hi.s  tleet  under  tiic  direetion  of  two 
Freneh  officers,  who  commanded  two  Jiuropean  vessels,  pro- 
cee(ied  to  Quin-tfong.  A  Monsieur  d'Ayot  is  said  to  have 
made  a  dreadful  liavock  among  the  Coehinc  liiuese  jiudis, 
burning,  sinking  and  destroying  all  tliat  fell  in  his  way ; 
but,  pursuing  his  successes  too  far,  his  vessel  to(jk  the  ground. 
The  King,  having  observed  this  accitieni,  is  said  to  liave  re- 
marked that,  although  iL  uiiglit  prove  the  caust;  ul  lu^  losing 
the  day,  yet  that  he  could  not  forbear  rejoicing  at  the  oppor- 
tunity it  afibrded  him  of  pcrfonniug  his  partas  weUasd'Ayot. 
**  He  has  done  his-  sharc,"  nid  he,  jmd  I  would  not  wish 
**  .he  should  do  mine  also.** 

The  attack  was  bo  wholly  unexpected  on  the  part  of  Yin- 
ffaCf  that  he  and  his  Court  had  gone  about  tliirty  miles  into 
the  country  to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  hunting.  On  such  occfr* ' 
sions  the  sorereign  is  not  merely  attended  hy  a  few  of  his 
courtiers ;  the  numbers  of  which  the  party  is  composed  ibrm 
a  little  army.  Tiie  greater  part  c  onsists,  in  fact,  of  soldiers: 
they  surround  the  thickets,  and  having  sprung  tlicir  game, 
which  is  generally  the  huge  elepliant,  the  ferocious  tyger,  or 
the  wild  bu&do,  they  narrow  the  diameter  of  the  circle  till, 
fixing  the  animal  to  a  spot,  they  either  kill  him  with  their 
spears  or  take  him  prisoner.  The  aiann  of  the  enemy  was 
soon  commimicaled  to  the  party  of  pleasure,  and  the  beach 
was  presently  lined  with  troops ;  but  they  were  of  litUe  a»- 
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sistanrc  to  ihc  fleet,  which  was  now  almost  completely  de- 
stroyed. 'J'he  King,  therefore,  made  the  signal  to  retreat 
the  moment  that  d'A yot's  .sl)i|),  on  the  rising  of  the  tide,  was 
again  atloat.  The  gnmd  ynclit  of  the  usurper.  M  ith  a  few 
others  that  were  lyiuij;  at  the  upper  comer  of  tfn  li;u  I  onr,  had 
not  been  brought  into  action.  'I'hcv  were  poinU  d  out  to  the 
King  who,  however,  objected  to  ilieir  being  de^tioyed,  f)b- 
serving,  that  when  Y'tn-yac  wns  tired  of  hunting  he  miLilii 
**  wish  to  anmse  himself  with  fishing,  and  tliat  it  would  be 
**  cruel  to  deprive  him  of  the  means  of  pursuing  so  iimoceat 
an  occupation." 

It  was  in  the  sj)i  iul,  of  the  follow  ing  year,  1793,  when  the 
British  squadron,  in  its  way  to  China,  came  to  aucl»or  in 
IHiron  bay.  At  tliat  time  the  whole  of  Dan-mti  was  in  the 
poflsewnon  of  ti»  lawfiil  loverdgn.  Change  the  nuddle  part 
of  the  Gountiy,  was  held  by  the  usurper  Yin-yac ;  and  Hui, 
,induding  the  country  and  islands  adjacent  to  IVinm  bay, 
was  governed  by  ^  son  of  Qmdi^-Iwi^,  the  youth  above- 
inentioned,  who  then  held  his  court  at  Hui*  It  was  not» 
therefore,  in  tibe  least  surprising  that  our  ships  should  have 
created  an  alarm  and  a  degree  of  distrust  whidi,  I  have  ob- 
served, our  Portuguese  fiiend  Manuel  Dnoin6  had  endea- 
voured to  improve  to  his  own  advantage,  in  Older  that  he 
might  not  be  interrupted  in  the  exclusive  and  lucrative  trade 
w  hich  he  had  for  some  time  beeti  carrying  on  with  the  natives. 
These,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  had  immediately  concluded 
us  to  be  in  the  service  of  the  legitimate  monarch,  and  that 
we  had  come  ftom  Sai-gong  with  the  intention  of  getting  pos- 
session of  Turcm ;  and,  under  thb  idea,  they  bad  actuaUy 
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assembled  a  considerable  \yody  of  troops  and  war  elephants 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  :  nor  was  it  till  some  dajrs  had  ex- 
pired before  this  impressiou  was  done  away.  ' 

But  before  I  proceed  to  give  any  account  of  our  own  trans- 
actions in  tJiis  country,  or  of  the  manners  and  appearance  of 
the  people,  I  sluill  continue  my  narratif^e  oi  the  projn'e««s  made 
by  Cauii^-s/iiwg  in  the  recovery  of  his  kinucluni ;  ami  select  from 
my  materials  t  he  ieadini;  features  of  the  character  of  tliis  extra- 
oidiiuti  y  uvdVi,  v.  lu)  luay  Justly  be  ranked  among  those  few  who 
are  born  with  talents  to  ride  in  the  world  ;  who  now  ;uid  thca 
appear,  in  all  countries,  with  a  splendour  which  outbhia«'s  the 
rest  of  their  fellow  mortak.  It  may  be  riglit  to  apprize  the 
reader  tbBt  a  considerable  part  of  the  sketch  which  1  ha\  e 
here  given,  as  weli  an  that  winch  foUoms,  is  the  substance  of 
a  manuscript  memoir  dmwB  up  by  Monaieur  Barisaj,  an  in^ 
teUigent  French  officer,  who  oommiMided  a  fiigate  in  the 
service  of  this  monarch.  And  as  the  fbnner  part  agrees  W 
well  with  what  we  learned  ui  Turon  bay,  dirou^  our  inter- 
pfeter,  from  a  Chinese  secretary  to  the  government  at  that 
place,  and  with  the  different  idatioDs  of  the  missionaries  who 
have  resided  there,  I  have  no -hesitation  in  gbing  to  the 
sequd  the  most  implicit  belief.  The  material  ^ts  have,  in* 
deed,  been  corroborated  by  the  testimony  of  two  English 
gentlemen,  who  visited  Sai-gong  in  the  yean  1799  and 
IBOO. 

The  rebel  Yhi-i/ac  did  not  long  survive  tlie  destruction  of 
bis  fleet,    lie  died  a  few  months  after  we  left  Turon  bay,  in 
year  1793,  ofa  diseaseof  th(s  biaia,  as  one  account  states^ 
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supposed  to  liavr  bet  n  brought  on  bv  n^e  and  despair  at  the 
purress  of  the  lawful  King;  but  anothLT  report  says,  that  his 
phrenzy  was  so  ungovernable  tliat  it  found  expedient  to 
get  rid  ofliiiu  by  poison.  His  ■^on  surceeded  to  the  govern- 
ment, who  possessed  all  the  vices  witiiout  tiie  talents  of  his 
father.  Cruel,  deceitful,  and  vindit  tivc,  he  was  hated  by 
every  one.  Caimsr-shmg,  in  the  year  171X),  resolved  to  attack 
hig  capital  by  land.  The  young  usurper  was  enabled  to  bring 
against  him  afi  .trniy  of  100,000  men ;  but  the  King  com- 
pletely routed  it  with  a  very  inferior  force,  and  took  posses- 
&ioQ  of  Quin-nong.  On  tliis  occasion  an  extraordinary  in- 
stance of  magnanimity  is  related  of  Caung'Sfmng.  YHnen  the 
garrison  had  ttirrendeiedt  tlie  King,  having  been  engaged  in 
peiaoii  the  whole.day  sword  in  hand  and  worn  ont  with  fiutigue, 
threw  himaelf  into  a  sedan  chair,  in  order  to  be  oonveyed  into 
•the  citadel.  On  passing  the  inner  gate  he  was  fired  at  by  a 
person  on  the  rampart  His  guards  advancing  immediately 
seiied  the  culprit,  whom  they  hiougjht  before  the  King  with 
his  hands' bound  behind  him.  It  was  discovered  tliat  he  was 
.a  general  officer,  and  a  relation  of  the  usurper^  The  Kin^ 
•acoocding  to  the  custom  of  the  Chinese  when  they  mean  to 
mitigate  the  sentence  of  death  passed  on  a  criminal,  told  him 
-that  instead  of  ordering  his  lu^ad  to  be  struck  ofl^  which  he  so 
wdll-  merited,  lie  would  allow  him,  in  consideration  of  his 
rank,  to  chuse  his  own  punishment,  being  presented  at  the 
eame  time  with  a  bowl  of  poison,  a  cord  of  silk,  and  a  dagger. 

If  you  are  not  afiaid  of-  me,"*  said  the  rebel  chie^  "  you 
**  will  instantly  order  my  release ;  and,  as  I  have  sworn  never 
**  to  live  under  your  protection,  or  to  be  obedient  to  your 
**  laws,  if  yon  daie  to  comply  with  what  I  ask,  I  shall  un- 
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**  mediately  repair  to  Hui^  vliere  my  rank  and  character  will 
**  procure  me  the  command  of  an  army»  at  the  head  of  which 
**  1  shall  hereafter  be  proud  to  meet  yon."  The  King, 
Struek  with  his  bold  and  open  conduct,  ordered  liim  to  be 
Untied,  difectcd  a  guard  oF  5K>ldiors  to  f^cort  liim  to  tiie 
northern  frontier ;  and  the  following  year  this  very  man  "was 
the  second  in  roniinand  at  the  siege  or  Qiait-noug,  where  he 
lost  Ills  lite.  The  son  of  Yin-ijac  was  oompletely  subdued^ 
and  the  whole  country,  as  far  as  Turon  bay,  submitted  to  the 
arms  of  its  lawful  sovereion.  'I'he  other  yoimi?  usurper  at 
i!fK^  Still,  however,  kept  po>> c-hi  ii  of  the  kin^tioui  oi' Tung-^ 
quhi,  agaiust  which  Caung-shitHif  «  as  preparing  a  formidable 
armament  in  the  year  1800.  Though  no  authentic  accounts 
since  tliis  period  iiave  reached  England,  there  are  grounds 
for  believing  that  he  has  reconquered  the  whole  of  that 
country. 

IfioMi  tbft  yeiit'  1790,  in  which  CMtmg-tkung  tetumed  to 
CdchinlMfta»  to  1800,  he  was  allowed  to  enjoy  only  two 
jeftM  of  fe$ott  17fft  and  1796:  and  these  tiro  jpeifs  were, 
la  an  probability,  tiie  miNt  napattant  cf  hia  hithnrto  Mible* 
aome  reign.  Under  the  aimpioes  of  the  Bishop  Adnn»  who 
m  eveiy  important  nndertaldng  vat  his  omde,  he  turned  his 
attentioii  to  the  impnmnent  of  his  oMntiy.  lie  established 
a  maAaflfSCoi^  of  laltpetre  hi  FeB4am  (IWMijNi  of  th«  ehaiti), 
opatoed  iDads  of  eoBftflmnicalion  h^iifeeu  in^ottant  poiCs  and 
con^erable  towns,  and  plants  til^m  on  (»ch  »de  with  tieas 
for  shade.  He  eneouraged  the  cidfiMttion  of  the  areca  nut 
and  the  betel  pepper,  the  plantations  of  Which  had  heenrde* 
stMQrod  hy  the  amy  of  die  usmper.  Ho  held  out  lanftidi 
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for  the  propan^ation  of  the  silk-'^orm  ;  caused  large  tracts  of 
land  to  bt;  prepared  tor  the  culture  of  the  sugar-caue ;  and 
established  manufactories  for  the  preparation  of  pitch,  tar, 
and  resiti.  He  caused  several  tliou>^;nifl  matchlocks  to  be 
fabricated  ;  he  opened  a  mitH^  of  iron  ore,  aud  constructed 
smelting  furnaces.  He  distributed  his  land  forces  into  regular 
re»;iments,  established  military  scIumjIs.  \va(  re  otheers  were  in- 
sti'ucted  iu  the  doctrine  of  projectiles  aud  i^uunery  by  European 
masters.  Adran  had  translated  into  the  Chinese  lansinagc  a 
system  of  military  tactics,  for  the  use  of  his  army.  In  tJic  cuuii,c 
of  these  two  years  he  coustructtHl  ul  least  300  large  gun-boats 
or  row-gallies,  five  luggers,  aud  a  frigate  on  the  model  ot 
an  European  vessel.  He  caoaed  a  system  of  naral  tactics  to 
be  introduced,  and  had  his  naval  officers  instnicted  in  the 
use  of  8ig^8»  One  of  the  English  gentlemen,  whom  I  men- 
tioned to  have  been  at  Sai-gong  in  the  year  1800,  saw  a  fleet 
of  ships  consistiQg  of  ISOO  sail,  wadet  the  immediate  omn- 
mand  of  this  Prince,  veig^  their  anehon  and  drop  dawn  the 
river  in  the  highest  order,  in  three  sepamte  dimioos»  ibnoing 
into  lines  of  battle,  in  dose  and  open  eider,  and  goiqg 
throu|ji  a  Tariety  of  manoeuvres  by  sigoaht  as  thgj  proceed^ 
along« 

During  this  inttTval  of  peace  he  iiliewise  undertook  to  le- 
fonii  the  system  of  jurispnidcnce,  in  which  he  was  no  doubt 
very  ably  assisted  by  the  Bishop.  He  abolished  several 
species  of  torture,  Avhich  the  law  of  the  country  had  hitherto 
prescribed  ;  and  he  mitigated  puui&Iiments  that  appeared  to 
he  disproportionate  to  the  crimes  of  which  they  were  the 
consequence..  lie  estahUed  public  schools,  to  which  pa^ 
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rente  were  connpelled  to  tend  their  chSdien  at  the  of  ibnr 
yeaxSf  under  certain  pains  and  penalties.  He  drew  up  a 
system  of  rales  and  regulations  for  the  commercial  inticreste  of 
his  kingdom ;  (Siuscd  bridges  to  be  built  over  riireis ;  buojs 
and  sea-marks  to  be  laid  down  in  ail  the  dangerous  parts  of 
the  coast ;  and  surveys  to  be  made  of  the  principal  bays  and 
harbours.  He  sent  missions  into  the  mountainous  districts  on 
fhn  west  of  his  kingdom,  inhabited  by  the  Laos  and  the 
Miaotsit  barbarous  nations  whom  he  wished  to  bring  into  a 
state  of  civilisation  and  good  government.  These  moun* 
taineers  are  the  people  v  }iom  the  Chinese  designate  by  the 
degrading  aj)pellation  ot  "  Men  with  tails  ;"  though,  in  all 
probability,  tliey  arc  the  regular  desrondants  of  the  true  ori- 
ginal inhabitants  ot"  this  lontj  rivjll/cd  empire.  In  short,  this 
Monarch,  bv  lus  own  nidefatii^a!)!*-  application  to  tiie  arts 
and  manufactures,  hkc  Peter  ot  liussia,  without  hi?;  brutality, 
aroused  by  his  individual  example  tlie  energies  c,\'  lii^  p(!ople, 
and,  like  our  nuinortal  Alfred,  spared  no  pains  to  rt"g<'nerate 
his  country.  His  activity  and  exertions  will  readily  be  con- 
ceived from  the  circumstance  of  his  having,  in  less  than  ten 
yeuiis,  from  a  single  vessel,  accumulated  a  fleet  of  twelve 
hundred  ships,  of  which  duee  were  of  European  construc- 
tion; -about  twenty  were  ko^  junks,  simihr  to  those  of 
China,  but  completely  manned  and  armed ;  and  the  rest  were 
large  gun-vessds  and  transports. 

ft 

Caung-shung  is  represented  to  be,  in  the  strictest  sense  of 
the  word,  a  complete  sddier.  He  is  said  to  hold  tiie  name 
'  of  General  ht  move  dear  and  cstaiiable  than  that  of  80- 
vcreigiD.  He  is  desctibed  as  bdng  brave  without  lashness ; 
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and  fertile  in  expedients,  when  ditlicultics  are  to  be  sur- 
mounted. His  conceptions  are  generally  Just ;  his  conduct 
firm;  he  is  neither  discour;)2;ed  by  ditiiculties,  nor  turned 
aside  by  oh^taeles.  Cauu.J  is  in  deciding,  when  once  re- 
solved, he  h  prompt  'f?nd  vil'^oious  to  execute.  In  battle  he 
is  always  eminently  disimL^uisli  iMe.  At  the  head  of  his  a^my 
he  is  cheerful  and  good  iiuiiiourcd  ;  polite  and  attentive  to 
all  the  officers  under  his  command,  he  studiously  avoids  to 
mark  out  any  indi\  idual  as  a  favourite  beyond  the  rest.  Hii 
memory  is  so  correct,  that  he  is  said  to  know  by  name  the 
gjreater  part  of  lus  anny.  He  takes  uno(»nmoQ  pleasure  in 
OQUvendog  with  his  soldiers,  and  in  talking  over  tfadr  adven- 
tures and  exploits;  ha aoakes  particular  inquiricB  afiar  their 
ynrm  and  children ;  if  the  latter  go  regularly  to  schooli  how 
tbej  Bcan  to  dispose  of  them  when  grown  up ;  and*  In  short, 
eaten  widi  a  degree  of  interest  into  a  minute  detail  of  their 
domestic  cooicems. 

.  His  coqdnct  to  Ibfeigiieis  is  nSkWt  and  condesoepdii^ 
To  the  French  officers  in  bis  service  he  pays  the  most  moxhad 
attentioa,  and  tieats  them  with  the  greatest  pnlitwes^  §^ 
niiUarity,  and  good  hqmw.  On  all  l|ia  hunting  oxcurawib 
and  othf r  parties  of  pleasure,  one  of  these  oBiow  is  alwaya 
invited  to  attend.  He  openly  declares  his  great  veneration  for 
tlie  doctrines  of  Christianity,  and  tolerates  this  HiiUgiffn  and 
iodeed  all  others  in  his  d(»iiinions.  He  observes  a  most  scru- 
pulous regard  to  the  maxiins  of  filial  p^^*  as  1^  ()Qwi%in 
the  works  of  Coofucius,  and  humbles  hiqiself  in  the  pfeseo^ 
oi'^h  mother  (who  is  still  living)  as  a  child  before  its  mastey. 

yOfik  iim  wkft  9f  thji  amt  ^wj^^i  Qtm^  m^fhm  ha  ia 
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well  acquaiated ;  and,  through  the  traaslatitni^  into  the 
Chinese  character  of  tlic  Encifclopedk  by  the  llishop  Admn, 
he  lirjs  acquired  no  incgusidcrahlr  knowIocl<ze  of  Kuropenn 
aitb  aiiil  bciences,  unionj?  which  he  is  most  aUctched  to  such 
as  relate  to  navigstuou  uud  slup-buildinix.  It  is  stated,  on 
what  appears  to  be  good  authority,  that,  iu  order  to  obtaiu 
a  thorough  knowledge  oC  tiie  practice  as  well  as  tlieory  of 
Europesa  ami  aiciiitecture,  be  purchased  a  Portuguese 
▼easd,  for  the  sole  purpoie  of  tating  ia  pieces  phmk  by 
plunk,  with  his  own  hands,  fitting  in  a  new  piece  of  similar 
shape  and  dimfiDMniw  as  the  old  one  he  ranored,  till  every 
bcwDt  timber,  knse  and  plank  bad  been  leplaoed  by  new 
OBCB  of  hja  own  comtmelioo,  and  the  ship  thus  completely 
naovafted* 

1!beciiefgy  of  bis  auvi  is  not  ksft  Tigprona  tbiA  til*  a£^ 
of  his  ooipoieal  ftcaltifs..  He  is  nqnented,  in  fiu:^  aa  the 
■win  fpnag  cf  eroy  nKyveniflnt  that  takes  place  in  his  ex- 
tensive and  flounsliiog  kii^om.  Intendaat  of  the  ports  and 
anenals,  vaster  shipwrigltf  of  the  dock-yard,  and  chief  ca- 
guiBBi  of  all  the  works,  nothing  is  attempted  to  be  under* 
taken  irithoat  his  adfice  and  instractions.  In  tiws  fanaegt, 
not  a  nail  is  driven  without  first  consulting  him ;  nor  a  gun 
mounted  on  the  latter  but  by  his  orders.  lie  not  only  enters 
into  the  most  minute  detail  in  drawing  up  iustructious,  but 
actually  ^ees  thain  executed  himselil 

To  enable  him  tlie  better  to  attend  to  the  concern':  of  his 
governrii' ut,  kus  mode  ot  lite  is  re^jtiltUed  by  a  lixeti  plan. 
At  SIX  uk  the  morning  he  uses  tboui  ha  coucii,  ajuU^goes  in(o 
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the  coldliath.  At  seven  he  has  his  levee  of  Mandarioft:  «11 
the  letten  are  read  whicli  ha^  e  been  received  in  the  course  of 
the  pieoedmg  day,  <m  winch  h»  ofdeia  are  minuted  by  the 
respective  secretaries.  He  tlien  proceeds  to  the  naval  ar- 
senal, examines  the  works  tliat  have  been  performed  in  his 
absence,  rows  in  his  barge  round  the  harbour,  inspecting  his 
ships  of  war.  He  pays  purhcnlnr  attention  to  the  ordnance 
department;  and  in  the  founder  y,  which  is  erected  within  the 
arsenal,  cannon  are  cast  of  all  duucusions. 

About  twt  Ive  or  one  he  takes  his  breakfast  m  tlie  dock- 
yard, which  consists  of  a  little  l>oiled  rice  and  dried  fish.  At 
two  iie  retires  to  his  a,paiLuu  ni  and  sleeps  till  five,  be 
again  rises;  gives  audience  to  the  naval  uivl  luilitary  officerSj 
the  licads  of  tribunals  or  public  departments,  and  approves, 
rejecbi,  or  amends  whatever  they  may  have  to  propose, 
llieae  affairs  of  state  generaUy  employ  his  attention  till  mid- 
'  mf^U  aft^  wiuch  be  setins  to  his  pcivEte  aparlmeats,  to 
make  sadi  notes  and  memorandiunB  as  tke  oocnrrenoes  of  liie 
day  nay  Iwfe  saggested.  He  then  takes  a  light  supper, 
passes  an  hour  vrith  his  ftinily»  and  tietween  tiro  and  thiee 
in  the  ou^nung  letiies  to  his  bed;  taking,  in  this  manner^  at 
two  intervals,  about  six  hours  of  rest  in  the  fiiar-aad- 
tventy* 

He  ncather  makes  use  of  Chinese  wine;,  nor  any  kind  of 
s{nrituoiiS  liquors,  and  contents  himself  with  a  veiy  amall 
portion  of  animal  food.  A  little  fish,  rice,  vegetables  and 
fruit,  with  tea  and  light  pastry,  constitute  the  chief  articles,  of 

his  dieL .  like  n  tme  Ghiaese  descended,  as  he  boasts  to  be,' 
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&onx  the  imperial  family  of  Jifti^t  he  aln^ays  eats  alone,  not 
permitting  mthcr  his  wife  or  anj  part  of  his  family  to  sit 
down  to  the  same  tabic  with  him.  On  the  same  principle  of 
pride,  he  would  not  allow  some  English  gentlemen  to  pay 
their  respects  to  him  at  liis  palace,  in  the  year  I799i  becanse, 
as  he  observed,  the  unsettlcfl  •^t:<te  ot*  tlie  country  did  not 
peniiit  liiiu  to  make  such  prepaiatiuns  as  were  due  to  liim- 
self,  and  to  strana:ers  of  respectability,  Tlie  nieaning  of  such 
an  excuse,  connng  from  a  Chinese,  could  not  be  well  mis- 
taken i  but,  on  the  part  of  this  Monarch,  there  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  any  tiiino;  like  jculoubv,  ui  a  wish  to  deprive  flie 
strangers  of  tiu:  iueans  of  gratifying  their  curiosity  :  on  the 
contrary,  tlicy  had  full  Uberty  to  visit  every  part  of  the  naval 
arsenal,  and  to  inspect  the  town  and  its  fortifications.  He 
had  no  objection  to  entertain  diem  as  a  General,  but  lefuaeil 
to  see  them  in  his  chaiacter  Sorerdgn. 

His  stature  b  lepiesented  to  be  somewhat  above  the  middle 
jize;.  his  leatum  legnkr  and  agreeable:  bis  oomplesion 
raddjr,  Teiy  much  son-burnt  bj  a  constant  exposure  to  the 
wcnAer.  He  is  at  this  time  (180Q  just  on  the  veige  of  fifty 
yean  of  age. 

Of  the  English  he  has  little  knowledge  but  by  name ;  yet 
he  is  said  to  profess,  on  all  occasions,  a  great  veneration  ibr 
their  character.  When  Frenchmen  declare  this,  tiiey  may 
be  believed.  He  has  given,  however,  fiwquent  proofs  of  his 
good  inclinations  towards  tiie  English.  lie  published  an 
edict,  declaring  that  all  our  ships  should  at  all  times  he  ad- 
ntitted  into  any  of  his  ports  and  harboocsft  6ee  of  all  duties 
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snd  iK)ft  charges.  An  idfitance  ocoarred  wherein  his  generate 
conduct  shews  hu  chariict«r  in  th«  fairest  point  of  vi«w. 
An  English  merchant  ^fes^ie\  from  Ca»ton  arrived  ftt  Sal-gmg, 

where  the  Master  and  fint  officer  died.  To  pfcvetit  th<! 
frauds  and  piHage  wiiich  miit'it  he  comniitted,  and  tlie  losses 
which  M'otild  inevit'ibly  ensue  to  tlic  ownrr^  from  (lie  death  of 
those  who  had  I  n  > n  entrusted  with  tlie,  maaagement  oi  thcix 
concerns,  he  duect*  i  Tr^ptain  Barimsy,  with  a  pefty  of  sol- 
diers, to  take  possession  ol  her,  and  caiTv  her  xiudvv  \m  rimrge 
to  Canton,  with  orders  to  deliver  lier  safc  to  her  <jvrnei8,  Of 
their  agents  who  mi^il  lie  foimd  tliere  or  at  Macao. 

Though  nu  upjKiicnL  alteration  took  place  in  liis  conduct 
with  regard  to  the  French  oftlcei-s  in  his  service,  vet  the 
French  character  is  said  to  have  suffered  greatly  in  his  estuna- 
tion  from  tlie  moment  he  wa.n  iua(it;  acquainted  with  the  out- 
rageous and  inliuiuan  tiiiatment  which  the  uiiloiLuiuite  family 
on  the  throne  experienced  from  a  licentious  and  .savage 
rabble.  The  feeUngs  of  it  oolnd  lik«  that  of  Caung-shung 
could  Aot  be  otherwise  than  tiemblingly  afive  on  such  an 
occasion.  Driven  by  usoipefs  fiont  Us  dombuoin^  and 
doomed  to  wander  for  many  yean  as  an  outcast  and  an  exilei 
it  is  no  wonder  Aat,  in  comparing  a  nation  whidi  had  ez* 
peHcd  the  fiiniilj  of  its  lawftd  Soveieigpi  witb  anodier  nation 
wbicfa  feceited  it  with  open  anns,  lie  ahoold  be  more  de- 
iSroas  to  cnMtate  tlus  IHeadiliip  of  lie  latter  than  ui  the 
foiuier*  We  have  not»lAi#lBver»inBinigedaffidn  with  n^jaid  ttt 
this  extfaon&naiy  diatacter,  in  iudk  a  manner  as  to  pfomola 
that  kind  of  lUendlf  intmnuae^  irMeh  eouU  not  fiiil  to  bd 
highly  advantagBotB  to  isox  cutoxuusnUi  couottrns*  Hhe  Jkttt 
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India  Company,  convinced  at  length  of  the  importance  of 
standing  on  friendly  terms. with  the  King  of  Cochinchina, 
sent,  it  is  true,  one  of  lihdr  lemaits  fiom  Canton  on  a  secret 
BMNionto  Sai^gongt  in  the  year  1804:  which,  however,  com- 
pletely fiuled.   But  more  of  thi*  hereafter. 

In  juBtioe  to  Ute  membry  of  Adran,  who  died  in  1800,  it 
onght  to  be  observed,  that  the  character  of  this  Monarch, 
die  recoveiy  of  his  kingdom,  his  successes  in  ^war,  the  im* 
piovements  of  his  country  in  the  intervals  of  peace  and, 
above  aU,  the  rapid  progress  made  in  various  arts,  maaufac- 
tuies,  and  science,  are  greatly  owmg  to  the  talents,  the  in* 
struction  and  fiiUhAil attachment  of  this  missionary.  'Vhc  King, 
on  his  part,  loved  him  to  adoration,  distinguishing  him  by  an 
epithet  bestowed  on  Conliicius  alone,  the  Illustrious  Master. 
And  in  testimony  of  his  great  veneration,  after  the  cemains 
of  the  Bishop  had  l)cen  inteiTed  by  his  brother  missionaries 
according  \jo  the  rites  of  the  Komish  Cliurcli,  he  ordered  the 
body  to  be  taken  up  and  again  buried  with  «ll  the  funeral 
pomp  and  ceremonies  prescribed  by  tlic  Cochinchinese  re- 
ligion ;  nor  could  he  be  prevailed  on  to  forego  this  signal 
maik  ol  li  iiour  to  his  mcmof}',  notwithstanding  the  inlreaties 
and  expostuia4ions  of  the  French  missionaries,  who  were  not 
a  httle  scandalized  at  su(Ji  nnliallowed  proceedint^s.  It  may 
readily  be  supposed  the  liishop  liad  no  easy  Uisk  to  perform. 
As  counsellor  of  the  King  and  instructor  of  liia  son,  he  na- 
turally became  tiie  object  of  jealousy  to  all  the  Mandarins. 
Combinations  were  frequently  fonued  against  him ;  and  re- 
monstrances were  sometimes  ventured  to  be  made  to  the 
King  against  the  impohcy  as  well  as  indecency  of  entrttsting  Ihe 
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education  of  fltt  heir  appaicBt  to  a  IbMligiier,  who  neidier 
respected  the  lam  nor  profested  the  religioti  of  iheir  ao* 
cestots  ;  akid  the  neoemty  strongly  urged  of  placing hun  under 
the  direction  aiid  guidance  of  the  learned  men  who  "^vere  versed 
in  the  only  true  doctnne,  as  contained  in  the  writings  of  Con- 
fucius. On  such  occasions  the  King  alwajrs  repelled  their 
representations  with  firmness,  and  Hometunes  did  not  conceal  • 
from  them  his  detenuination  of  preferring  rather  to  sacrifice 
the  friendship  ,  of  his  ministers  than  to  give  up  that  of  the 
Bishop,  who  continued  indeed  to  enjoj  his  implicit  confi- 
dence  to  liis  last  moments. 

Ilis  Queen  is  ropresetitod  as  n  woman  of  txeniplarv  \  irtvie, 
of  irreat  firinncs'^,  and  as  llic  support  and  comtbrt  of  tlie  Kinj 
in  the  >!iuUi  ot  ilis  adversity.  Of  their  seven  children  the 
two  eldest  sons  were  put  under  the  tuition  ol  Adran.  Tlic  licir 
uj»j)arrnt,  file  yout]i  whom  the  Bishop  carried  u  iih  liini  to  Paris, 
died  sliortl  v  after  his  master.  lie  was  of -a  mild,  obliging,  and 
affable  disposition,  endued  with  all  the  soeial  virtues,  but  of 
talents  more  suitable  for  the  quiet  of  domestic  retirement  than 
the  bustle  of  public  life.  The  second  brother,  the  present  heir 
to  the  throne,  has  the  character  of  being  a  comptete  soldier.  He 
served  Aree  years  as  a  private  in  his  fiithei^s  guards,  and  five 
years  as  a  corporal  and  setjeant,  during  which  servitude- he> 
was  enga^  in  a  great  deal  of  acthre  waHafe^  In  1797  he 
nras  raised  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  Cobnei,  and  the  ftl. 
lowing  year  he  was  appointed  Govemoc  of  the  southern  pro- 
vince. In  1800  he  obtained  the  rank  of  OeneraJ^  and  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  an  array  of  a5,000-nea;  in. 
which  year  he  gained  aniost  impoctaut  victory.oyer.1he  idbda 
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in  the  north,  having  slain  9000  of  the  eaemy,  and  tal^en  all 
Uieir  dephaato  of  war  and  aitillery. 

The  strength  of  the  forces  of  the  King  of  G)c}unchina, 
as  stated  Captain  £anssy,  was  in  the  year  1800  a» 
foUows : 

Army, 

24  squadrons  of  bufValo  cavalry  -  '  -  6,()(X) 
16  battalions  oi  elepliaiits  (200  beasts)  -  8,000 
30  battalions  of  artillery          -  la,OOQ 

25  reginicnts  of  1200  each  (trained  in  the  European 
manner)         -  -  -         -  30,0UU 

Infantry  with  matchlocks,  sabres,  &c.  Uauied  in  tlie 

ancient  manner  of  the  country  -  -  42,000 
Guards,  regularly  trained  in  European  tactics  lifiOQ 

Luid  foioes       '  113,000 

Marine, 

ArtiBoeis  in  tie  naval  axsenal         -  8000 
SaSors  registered  and  borne  on  the  ships  in 

the  harbour  -  -       .  8000 

Attached  to  the  Emopean  built  veads  1900 

Attached  to  the  junks        «        -  I6OO 

Aitacbed  lo  100  row-0d]eys         -  8000 

In  the  sea  service  26,800 

Total  139300 

00  2 


.  J  .  ci  by  Google 


aS4  GOCHINCHTKA. 

"What  the  quiilitit's  ol*  these  tiooj^s  may  be,  if  measured  by 
an  Eiiropeitn  standard,  T  cannot  pretend  to  say ;  but  those 
few  wliieh  fell  luidei"  our  obisei  v  ation  w(Te  active  and  vigorous 
young  nieu,  not  mucli  encumbered  with  dress,  nor  was  that 
dress  uniform  either  in  point  of  shape  or  of  colour;  except 
indeed  the  holiday  dress  of  those  who  were  on  muml  on  tlie 
day  ui  our  pubUc  reception,  whose  pasteboard  hehuets,  and 
tassels  of  cow  tails  dyed  scarlet,  quilted  jackets  and  petticoats, 
veie  completely  Chinese.  In  genoal,  ft  bandkecdoef  lied 
about  tbe  head*  somewliftt  m  the  diape  of  a  toilMBy  a  loose 
smock  fitwk,  with  a  pair  of  drawen/  oomtitttte  the  dfeas  of  • 
M>]dier,  as  in  the  annexed  figure*  vfaich  b  an  aeeuvate  portiait 
taken  fiom  the  fife. 

The  histoiy  of  this  Prince,  of  which  t  have  here  given  a 
slight  sketch,  fiiniisbes  a  striking  example  and  an  useful 
lesson  to  'sudi  at  may  have  fiUlen  through  misftirtimes  into 
similar  circumstances ;  in  slewing  how  mudi  may  be  accom- 
plished by  the  union  of  talent,  eneig^,  and  couiage*  pro-  > 
perlj  directed.  An  outcast  fipm  his  country,  ibroed  to  fly 
from  the  hand  of  the  itsurper  and  asaaasin,  and  to  suflbr  the 
keenest  pangs  of  adversity,  he  has  not  only  been  abl^  in  the 
course  of  ten  or  twelve  years,  to  recover  the  whole  of  his 
lawful  possessions,  but  has  added  to  them  the  kingdom  of 
Timg'Qitm,  whi(  h  anciently  belonged  to  the  Kings  of  Cochin- 
china.  It  is  said  that  he  has  even  demanded  from  the  £m» 
pen>r  of  Cliina  tlic  crs-inn  of  the  larc:c  island  of  Hal-nan^  not 
.so  much  fqr  the  suke  of  cnlarLrinci  the  extent  of  his  dominions, 
as  af  leaving  behind  him  Uic  fame  of  having  restored  to 
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Cochmclnna  its  ancient  domains,  till  the  accomplishment  of 
which  he  is  said  to  have  made  a  von  to  Tien  ivnor  to  sit 
down  in  tJie  quiet  enjoyment  of  his  conc|ue3ts  ;  exeiuplit}ing 
the  poet's  observation^  that 

Rmk  u  the  spur  that  tlie  clear  spirit  dodk  nftr 
*  (Hut  last  infirmity  of  noble  mind) 
<*  To  scoro'delightSf  and  live  laborious  days."  , 

11ie*piDgrett  of  hk  ezertioas  suggests  likewise  other  con-^ 
.ttdemtions,  which  aae  not  undeserving  of  the  attentiooi  of  die 
.British  goyernaient  in  India.  If  this  Monnrdi,  in, the  inidst 
•of  a  'Straggle  wilh  powerfnl  rebels  for  the  recoreiy  of  his 
4iDgdo0i»  and  under  the  mosl  adverse-  ctrcnmstances,  eould, 
-in  ^  short  period  often  yean-,  imd=  the  means  of  raising  and 
equipping.a  fleet  of  130O  armed' vessels,  how  nnu  h  more  for- 
midable.an  armament  migiit  the  active  subjects  ot^Xouis  XVI» 
have  prepaced  in  the  same  ooantrjc»  had  the  treaty  been 
carried  into  effect?  And  wh;it  may  not  the  present  still  more 
active  government  of  France  be  tempted  to  try  in  this  only 
remaining  country  in  the  I^t  where  they  can  entertain 
any  rea^^onable  hope  of  acquiring  a  solid  and  permanent 
eatabU&hmcut  ?  ,  .  . 
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CHAP.  X. 

0£NERAL   SKETCH   OF  THE  MANNERS,  CHARACTjpB,  AXD 
CONDITION  OF  THE  NATIVES  OF  TUBON. 

the  King  of   England*!  Birtb-Day — Pkp  mi  other  dmmmmlp^ 

Actimtf  tf  the  C<Khinchincie — How  they  a^e  and  dhagree  with  the 
Chinese — Treatment  of  their  Women— Consequences  of  it — Easy  Terms  m 
which  Wamen  are  transferred  to  Strangers— Instarues  of  it — Dress—' 
Btdidings—Diei  and  Means  ^  Subsistence— Extensive  Use  cf  marine 
Pnduetim  m  of  Futd—Lnf  Sun*  tfih  Jm  mi  Mmafi^ 

tiite$—£tittl  imtt  bt  nmd  Jlrditt€twr§  Lmgum^  ReUpen  Ltm  li» 
imu  M  drnte  of  CUm  ^miehiimte  mt  a  fitfrnu. 

It  was  obscn'cd  in  the  last  chapter,  that  when  the  jealousy 
and  alaim  had  in  some  d^ree  subsided,  to  which  the  ap- 
pearance of  our  squadron  and  the  unfounded  insinuations 
thrown  out  by  Mnnuel  Dnonu'  had  given  rise,  the  markets 
wpre  from  day  to  day  belter  supplied  with  refreshments,  the 
officers  of  crovernmciit  mider  less  restraint,  and  that  some- 
thing Uke  mutual  conhdeace  as  well  as  an  uninterrupted  in- 
tercourse was  established  between  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  port 
and  the  persons  in  Uiugmg  to  our  squadron  ;  that  the  officers 
of  the  ships  and  the  gentlemen  attached  to  the  embassy, 
whom  business  or  curiosity  mi^ht  induce  to  spend  the  day  oa 
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shore,  were  entertained  witli  a  public  dinner.  On  tlimr  side, 
some  of  the  leading  men  dailv  visited  tlie  shijis,  where,  not- 
withstanding tlie  very  little  relish  they  seemed  to  t'v.d  lor  our 
cookery,  they  usually  dined.  They  neither  admired  our  beer 
nor  our  wine;  but  their  avidity  tor  ran-  nun,  brandy,  or  any 
kind  of  spirittions  li({nors,  was  so  great  that,  after  their  iirst 
visit,  it  was  found  expedient  not  to  leave  the  (jiuintity  to 
their  discretion,  as  the  whole  party  went  out  ot  thc  ship  in  a 
Itette  of  complete  iiitoxication. 

As  none  of  tlie  houses  in  tlie  town  were  largo  enough 
for  tlic  accommodation  of  so  numerous  a  party,  the  Go- 
vernor issued  his  directions  for  building  a  spacious  shed, 
ifV'hich,  by  the  help  of  the  ever  ready  and  useful  bamboo^ 
was  finished  ifr  lint  ooune  of  a  feir  hours :  the  roof  and  the 
noes  were'  covered  witk  thick  close  mats.  Within  this  shed 
was  plhoed  a  row  of  litUe-table^  with  forms  on  each  side,  to 
which  mi^t  sit  down  coDTemeotly  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
iMir  ponons..  In  China  it  is  the  custom  to  cover  their  littie 
square  tables  so  completely  with  dishes,  or  rather  bowls, 
limt  no  part  of  their  sar6Kes  shall  be  seen-;  bat  die  Cochin* 
eUnese  seem  to  have  impsoved  on  the  liberality  of  their 
U^y  polislied  neighbours,  by  not  movly  covering  the  table^ 
but  by  piling  the  bowls  in  rows  upon  each  other  three  or  four 
in  depth.  I  should  suppose  that  ^v«"  "^eldom  sat  down  to  a 
fewer  number  of  lx>wb  tlian  two  hundred,  exdusive  of  tho 
cups  of  lice-  which  are  handed  round  to  the  guests  in  the 
place  of  hffead;  rice  being  in  this  country,  as  well  as  h^ 
China  and  most  of  the  Oriental  nations,  the  staff  of  life. 
Of  table  linen,  knives,  forks,  bottles  and  glasses,,  they  nutka 
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no  lise ;  bat  before  each  peraoa  is  laid  a  spoon  of  potter^a 
ware,  and  a  pair  of  porcupine  quiOs  or  small  sticks  of  bam- 
boo, of  foae  or  sandal  wood,  sometimes  tipped  with  silrer  or 
tootanague,  of  the  same  kind  in  every  respect  as  those  iise4 
by  the  Chinese,  and  known  to  the  English  under  the  name 
of  chop-sticks.  The  contonts  of  the  bowls  are  preparations  of 
beef,  pork,  fowls,  and  fish,  cut  into  small  pieces,  mixed  widi 
vegetables,  and  dressed  in  soups  jand  gravies  variously  sea- 
soned and  composed  of  various  inaterials.  We  had  nothing 
roasted  nor  prepared  in  the  dry  way.  Neither  wine  nor 
spirits,  nor  fermented  Ijquors  of  any  kind,  nor  even  water, 
were  sorred  round  during  tlie  time  of  eating ;  hui  wlu  n  dinner 
was  over,  Chinese  seaurchoo  was  handed  about  in  httle  por> 
celain  cups. 

As  from  our  nuifiial  ignoraruH'  ui  each  oliier's  languafre 
there  could  be  no  twcliani^e  of  rouvorsation,  wc  found  little 
inducenieut  for  sitting  long  at  table.  Tlic  Cjovernor  or 
General  commanding  at  Turon  did  not  indeed  condescend  to 
sit  down  Avith  us,  but  usually  ou  these  occasions  lay  stretched 
on  a  mattress  spread  ou  a  mat  at  the  end  of  the  room,  smok- 
ing tobacco,  or  eating  his  areca  nut  and  bete)  pepper,  while 
two  tall  fellows  fimned  the  air  the  whole  tiine  with  laige  fius 
made  of  tiie  wing  featheis  of  the  Argus  pheasant  From  the 
table  we  usually  repaired  to  the  theatre,  which  was  also  a 
abed  of  bamboo ;  and  here,  as  in  China,  we  invariably  found 
the  actors  busily  engaged  in  the  peffimfnance  at  all  hours  of 
the  day,  proceedii^  apparently  with  as.  much  aidour  when 
no  spectators  were  present  as  when  they  were.  Being  hired 
fi»r  the  4<^y«  ft  crowded  or  a  thin  audience  made  little  dif- 
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ferencc  to  the  performers  ;  all  their  concern  being  the  leoeipt 
of  their  pay  oa  the  finishipg  of  their  work.  . 

The  whole  ol'that  division  of  Cocluncliinajn  which  Tnron  bay 
is  situated  was,  at  thi*  time,  in  the  possession  of  younsi;  Qtians:- 
tungt  the  son  of  the  rebel  General  who  defeated  the  \'icero\ 
of  Canton,  and  afterwards  played  the  successful  trick  on  the 
Emperor  of  China  wliich  I  have  related  in  the  preceding 
chapter.  His  residence  ^vas  at  the  city  of  Uidy  about  forty 
miles  to  the  northward  of  Turon.  No  sooner  had  the  welcome 
intelligence  of  our  being  friends,  or,  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the 
word,  neutrals,  reached  tliat  place  than  a  Mandarni  of  liigli 
rank  was  dispatched  to  the  Ambassador,  :irith  an  invitation 
to  his  EzceUencj  to  proceed  to  Court  wludi,  however,  he 
Ibund  espedieiit  to  decline  on  many  aoconnta,  and  parti* 
culaily  on  the  soofe  of  the  dehiy  which  would  thereby  be  oc* 
casioned.  However  desirable  a  journey  might  have  been  to 
the  capital  of  nofthem  Cochinchina,  as  iumbhing  an  oppoiw 
tunity  of  seeing  the  state  of  the  country  in  die  interior,  it  is 
probable  the  loss  which  curiosity  sustained,  in  not  witnessing 
tiie  ceremonies  and  festivities  of  the  Court  of  Hu^  is  scarcdy 
to  be  regretted,  especially  as  we  were  about  to  be  present  at 
HioBe  of  Pekin  which,  t1x)u^  of  the  «ane  kind,  must  be  in* 
finitely  more  splendid  than  what  Cochinchina  could  exhibit 
|t  would  have  been  more  gratifying  had  an  opportunity  pre- 
sented itself  of  passing  a  few  days  in  the  toWns,  the  villages,  and 
the  cottages.  llie  true  state  of  every  nation/'  as  Dr.  Johnson 
obser\  es,  "  is  the  state  of  common  life.  Public  happiness  is 
"  not  to  be  estimated  by  the  assemblies  of  the  gay,  or  the 
**■  banquets  of  the  rich.  The  great  mass  of  nations  is  ueithsc 
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**  rich  nor  gay."  Of  Eu^jtcm  nations  this  is  particuhirly  true, 
where  there  are  but  two  descriptions  of  men,  the  goA  eniors 
and  the  governed.  One  ainuscmeut,  however,  wouid  have 
proved  highly  interesting,  with  which,  it  seems,  the  Sovcs 
reigns  of  Cochinchim  usualiy  entertain  forejgn  lunbaggadors : 
this  is  an  exclusion  into  the  forests  to  hunt  the  elephant,  the 
tygcr,  or  the  buffiilo,  on  which  occaiion  they  usually  ode* 
brate  the  royal  feast  of  ekpbants.  Hence  it  has  been  said 
that  the  Cochindiinese  eat  depliants ;  but  it  is.  probable  that 
^  magnitude  of  the  object  macks  the  peculiarity  nf  the  fes* 
tival  rather  than  the  deEcacy  of  the  lbod»  whidb  I  ima^e 
must  be  extremely  ooane.  In  the  forests  of  Cocluncfaina  and 
neighbouring  countries  these  animals  are  supposed  to  be  of  a 
larger  siae  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  woild.  The  first  I 
t  ever  saw  were  at  INiron,  and  their  appearance  made  a  very 
-  strmg  impression  on  niy  mind.  I  may  safely  say  that  the  . 
elephanta  pf  Cochinchina,  the  peak  of  Tenerifie,  and  a  storm 
at  sea,  are  the  only  three  objects  in  nature  tliat  surpassed  the 
-  idea  which  my.  imagination  had  previously  formed  of  them.  ' 

The  lett^  &om  the  young  King  was  filled  with  expressions 

of  the  hi'jli  r»  n-!  rd  he  entertained  for  the  British  nation,  as  a 
proof  of  ^villch,  it  u  as  observed,  he  had  sent  one  of  his  officers 
of  state  with  a  smali  present,  as  he  termed  it,  for  the  use  of 
the  ships*  companies.  It  ronsisted  of  ten  yonncr  buffalos, 
fifty  hog-s,  and  about  three  Imiuln  il  (hu  Us  and  fow  ls,  uith 
fruit,  pumpkins,  brinjuHs,  onions,  and  ()thcr  vegetables. 
This  seasonable  supply  of  refreshments  was  broutz;ht  in  sailing 
craft,  preceded  by  a  parade  of  officers  in  larae  i\)w-gallies, 
gaudily  painted  and  decorated  with  flags  and  streamers.  The 
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Ambassador  accompamed  his  letter  in  reply  with  a  handsome 

double-barrelled  gun  complete  with  its  apparatus,  a  pair  of 
brass  pistols  filled  with  spring  bayonets,  a  steel  hilted  sword, 
and  several  pieces  of  raTiibleLs  and  scarlet  broad  cloth.  The 
bearer  of  the  letter  was  dressed  in  a  silken  robe,  embroirlered 
with  figures  of  tygers  and  dragons,  like  tho^e  wmw  in 
China  ;  but  on  coming  on  board  the  Lion,  he  threw  this  aside, 
9ipd  put  on  two  or  three  long  white  muslin  robes. 

Tlie  good  uudcrstanding  that  uow  subsisted  between  the 
natives  and  us  met  with  a  momentary  interruption  by  an  act 
of  indiscretion  on  our  part.  Being  de-sirons  of  oblaining  a 
conect  outline  of  this  excellent  bay  and  liarbour,  a  party  of 
us  one  morning  took  a  boat  and  lauded  on  the  eastern  shore, 
where,  by  meaauring  a  base  line  on  the  sandy  beach,  and 
taking  the  neceaaaij  angles,  we  might  be  able  to  detenmne 
the  potttikm  of  th^  moat  material  points.  Fram  the  wariineas 
of  (he  hour,  and  the  expedition  with  which  we  acoomplished 
omr  obfect,  it  was  oooduded  we  had  escaped  inthout  notice. 
An  officer,  however,  speedily  Mowed  oa  boaid  with  a  mes* 
sage  Irom  the  .Governor,  expfenmg  dinatislaction  at  oar 
conduct,  and  desiring  that  no  move  meaauiements  mig^t  be 
tak«i.  Another  awkward  drcnmstance  oocuned,  winch 
served  to  confiim  their  suspicions  of  our  having  other  views 
than  those  we  prolieBsed.  An  officer  of  tiie  lion,  whose  aeal 
to  ezploie  the  qver  leading  up  to  Fai-fio  got  the  better  of 
Lis  prudence,  was  seized  in  the  night,  and  made  prisoner  in 
a  kind  of  small  fort,  with  the  whole  boat's  crew.  Hearing 
nothing  of  what  had  happened,  we  conjectured  that  the  boat 
had  swamped,  and  eveij  soul  in  her  perished.  At  length, 
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however,  information  was  bi-ouglit  on  boaid  the  Lion  by 
some  officers  of  goveminetft.  with  grievous  complaints  that 
we  were  not  dealing  fairly  with  them.    The  Ambassador  dis* 
avowed  any  knowledge  of  the  matter,  but  desired  that  the 
officer  might  immediately  be  released  and  sent  on  board  to 
answer  for  his  conduct  to  his  commanding  officer,  whose 
orders  he  had  ventured  to  disobey.    His  indiscretion,  it 
seemed,  had  Ijeen  attended  with  ample  punishment.  The 
iVlandarm,  into  whose  hands  he  tMl,  \v;(c  almost  constantly 
in  a  state  of  ebriation.  and  in  this  <  oiulition  he  used  to  give 
ordeisi  for  the  officer  bemg  l)rouLi,iit  i)efore  him,  sometimes 
amusing  himself  with  brandishing  a  large  scymitiir  over  his- 
head,  and  sometimes  ))utiing  round  his  neck  a  heavy  tablet 
of  wood  and  iron,  like  the  cangue  of  the  Chinese.  The 
affair,,  however,  was  satisfactorily  explained  ;  and  wc  had 
every  reason  to  beUeve  that,  whatever  unfavourable  suspi- 
cions they  might  once  have  entertained  of  our  motives  for 
eoteriug  Tufoa  bay,  they  were  soon  convinced  lliKt  we  had 
not  die  most  distant  intenticni  of  interfering  in  the-  ooncenui 
of  the  contending  parties.  In  a  second  letter  fiom  ffae  King^ 
some  indiieet  overtures  weve  thrown  ont  for  establishing  a 
commeEdal  interoowse  with  the  northein  parts  of  Cochin- 
china.  ■  The  present  that  aocompaiiied  this  letter  consisted  of 
a  ptur  of  dephaalfs  tasks  and  ten  bedwts  of  pepper  fat  the 
Ambassador,  and  three  thoasand  baskets  of  rice  (each  weigh- 
ing about  seventy  pounds,  making  thus  above  fine  hundred 
tons)  ^  the  use  of  the  seamen. 

The  Ambassador  had  not  as  yet  landed  at  the  town  of 

Turon ;  and  as  the  principal  offioeis  of  that  place  were  ex* 
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tremely  desirous  of  testifying  their  respect  by  a  public  enter- 
tainment to  lie  given  on  tlir  occasion,  his  Lordship  fixed  on 
the  4th  June  for  ceU  bratnig,  with  the  CociiinchinrHe  on  sliore, 
the  anniversary  of  ins  iMajest}''^  hirth-dny.    \Vli(  i!;cr  thronirh 
accident,  or  in  consequence  of  foiiacr  suspicions,  oi-  to  give 
eclat   to   (lie  entcrtainineat,   did  not  appenr,    but  on  the 
evening  preceding  we  observed  an  unusual  bnsllc  about  the 
place,  an  increased  iiuniber  of  troo})s  in  and  about  the  to^vn, 
besides  several  huge  elepliuius  of  war.    We  tlierefore,  on  our 
part,  took  the  precaution  of  sending  the  two  armed  brigs  up 
the  river  oppojiite  to  the  town,  to  make  a  retreat,  if  neces- 
sary, the  more  secur  \    'Ijic  ckiy,  however,  passe<l  over  in 
liui  inoiij,  ami  coa  .  •  .luy,    V/c  were  conducted  from  the  place 
of  hiuding  to  a  tPinporary  building;,  on  a  larger  scale  than  that 
wluch  we  had  hitherto  occasional!}'  occupied.   The  two  pitches 
of  its  roof  were  supported  by  a  row  of  bamboo  poles  which, 
nummg  down  the  middk,  dinded  tlie  boHding  hi  to  two 
parts.  The  aides  and  the  roof  were  covered  with.thick  double- 
matts  and  lined  within  with  coarse  Blanchester  cottons  of 
varioos  patterns.  These  prints  appeared  to-  be  new,  bnt 
damaged,  and  were  probably  the  refuse  of  the  China  market, 
carried  thither  by  the  Fortugncze  trader*  In  the  first  obni' 
partment  of  the  building  was.  a  long  table  covered  with  linen,, 
and  laid  out  with  plates,  knives  and  forks,  in  the  manner  and- 
style  of  Europe.  Our  Portuguese  fiiend,  it  seemed,  by  way 
•f  making  some  atonement  for  the  injury  he  had  neatly,, 
though  perhaps  not  maliciously,-  done  us,  had  prevailed  on- 
tiie  Cochindiinese  to  allow  him  to  be  master  of  the  cere- 
monies for  the  day,  concluding  in  his  own  mind  that,  as  Ihe* 
eating  and  drinking  would  be  considered  by  us  as  the  best 
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put  of  the  entertainment,  he  would  be  able  to  suit  our  taste 
in  these  lespecU  better  than  the  Cochinchinese ;  and  under 
this  impression,  to  do  him  justice,  he  had  spared  neither 
trouble  nor  expence  in  malving  his  dinner  as  complete  as  cir- 
cumstances would  admit:  and  thus,  by  his  iuisj)laced  zeal,  a 
good  CochitH  I)incsc  entertainment  was  entirely  marred  bjr  a 
bad  Portugueze  dinner. 

A  trifling  circumstance  occurred  on  our  first  entcrina;  tlie 
building,  winch  was  ratluM*  embarrassing  ta  the  Cochiiu  liuit-.se 
officers.  These  peopK;  who,  on  most  occasions,  adopt  the 
Chinese  customs,  had  prepared  a  yellow  skreen  of  silk,  bear- 
ing in  large  painted  cliaracters  the  name  of  the  young  adven- 
turer at  Hu6.  Whether  they  took  it  for  grated,  or  were  so 
told  by  Itfanuel  Dwmi^  that  the  En^kb,  u  »  matter  of 
course,  would  make  the  usual  prostntioiift  to  this  shade  of 
Majesty,  we  did  not  iDquire,  but  it  was  very  evid^t  they  ex- 
pected it;  for  when  the  General  commanding  at  Turon,  and 
who  sat  cross-legged  on  a  befich  as  proxy  for  his  master,  ob- 
served that,  haying  made  our  bow,  we  filed  off  and  took  our 
seats  regardless  of  the  yellow  slueen,  he  appeared  to  be 
greatly  disconcerted,  and  could  hardly  be  said  to  recover  him- 
self Uie  remainder  of  the  day.  His  disi^pointment  in  misung 
'the  nine  prostrations  seemed  to  operate  on  his  mind  as  if  he 
bad  been  sunk  so  many  degrees  in  the  estimatioii  of  his 
brother  cfficeis.  He  took  little  notice  when  the  tank  and 
station  were  explained,  though  at  his  own.  desire,  which  each 
of  us  held  in  the  embassy,  until  the  Chinese  interpreter  an- 
nounced Captain  Parish  of  the  Artillery  as  the  **  overseer  of 
<«  the  great  guns,''  upon  which  his  attention  was  suddenly 
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roused,  and  he  seemed  the  w  hole  day  to  regard  this  officer  as 
a  very  formidsU^Ie  and  a  dangerous  man. 

In  the  farther  diviskm  of  the  building  a  party  of  oomedianfl 
ms  engaged  in  the  midst  of  an  historical  drama  when  ve  en» 
teied;  but  on  our  being  seated  they  broke  off  and,  coming 
forward,  made  before  us  that  obeisance  of  nine  gmoflexionar 
and  prostrations^  which  we  had  been  so  very  undyil  to  omit 
to  the  Mandarin  and  his  painted  skreen  of  silk:  after  which 
they  returned  to  their  kbours,-  keepmg  up  an  incessant  noise 
and  bustle  during  our  stay.  The  heat  of  the  day,  the- ther- 
mometer in  the%  shade  standing  at  81*  in  the  open  air,  and 
at  least  ten  degrees  higher  in  the  building,  the  crowds  that 
thronged  in  to  see  the  strangers,  the  horrible  crash  of  the 
gongs,  kettle  drums,  rattles,  trumpets,  and  squalling  flutes, 
were  so  stunning  and  oppressire,  that  nothing  but  the  nordty 
of  Die  scene  could  possibly  have  detained  us  for  a  moment. 
The  most  entertaining' as  weO'  lis  the  least  noisy  part  of  the 
theatrical  exhibition  was  a  sort  of  interlude,  performed  by 
three  young  women,  for  the  amusement,  it  wuuld  seem,  of 
the  principal!  actress,  who  sat  as  a  spectator  in  the  dress  and 
character  of  some  ancient  Queen ;  whiht  an  old  eunuch,  very 
whimsically  dressed,  played  his  antic  tricks  like  a  scaramouch 
Or  buffoon  in  a  Harlequin  entertainment.  The  dialogue  m 
this  part  differetl  entirely  from  the  querulous  and  nearly 
monotonous  recitative  of  the  Chinese,  being  light  and  comic, 
and  occasionally  interrupted  by  cheerful  airs,  \vhi(  h  ndieraUy 
concluded  with  a  eonimon  chorus.  Tliese  airs,  mde  and  un- 
polished as  they  were,  appeared  to  be  regular  compositions, 
and  were  sung  in  exactly  measured  time.   One  io  particular 
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attracted  our  attention,  whose  slow  melancholy  movement 
breatlied  that  kind  of  plaintive  softness  so  pccuhar  to  the 
native  airs  of  the  Scotch,  to  which  indeed  it  bore  a  very  close 
TCBemblaiice.    The  voices  of  the  women  were  shrill  and 
waibUng,  bot  some  of  their  cadences  wen?  not  without 
melody.  Hie  hutnimeiits  at  each  pause  gave  a  few  abort 
flouruhest  tall  graduallj  orerpoweied  by  the  sweUing  and 
deafening  gong.   Knowiiig  nothmg  of  the  language,  we  were 
of  "conne  as  ignoiant  of  the  subject  aa  the  majority  of  an 
En^isfa  audience  is  of  an  Italian  opeia.  In  the  shed  of 
Tunnw  however,  as  well  as  in  the  theatre  of  the  Haymaiket^ 
the  eye  was  amused  as  well  as  the  ear.  At  each  repetition 
of  the  chofus  the  three  Cochinchineae  graces  displayed  their 
feie  slender  shapes  in  the  masy  dance,  in  which,  howerer, 
the  feet  were  the  least  concerned.   By  difierent  gestures  of 
the  head*  body,  and  arms,  they  aHomed  a  variety  of  figures ; 
and  all  Iheir  motions  were  exactly  adapted  to  tiie  measure  of 
the  music  The  burden  of  the  chorus  was  not  unpleaaing^ 
and  was  long  recollected  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the  Lion, 
.  till  Ihe  novelty  which  succeeded  in  China  efiaoed  it  from  the . 
memory.  In  the  latter  country,  however,  we  saw  no  dancing 
neither  by  men  nor  women,  wliich  makes  it  probable  that 
this  part  of  the  Cochinrhinese  entertainment  must  be  an 
amusement  of  their  own  invention,  or  introduced  from  the 
western  part  of  India.    A  tolerably  good  notion  may  be  col- 
lected of  Llie  tli'^ntrc  and  the  operatic  part  of  the  reprcsentap 
tion  from  the  auuex^  engraving. 

No  entrance  money  is  ever  expected  in  the  theatres  of 
China  or  Cochinchioa.  The  actois  are  either  hired  to  play  at 
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phvate  entertainments,  at  a  fixed  sum  for  the  day  ;  or  they 
exhibit  before  the  public  in  a  temporary  shed,  entirely  ex- 
posed in  ftoat  On  suck  occasions,  instead  of  cheering  the 
peifonn^  with  empty  plaudits,  the  audience  throw  amottg 
.them  pieces  of  copper  mOoej :  for  thi^  purpose,  the  l&lbn- 
darins  brought  us  some  hundied  pieces  strung  on  cords,  of  the 
Mme  kind  as  those  which  are  current  in  China.  Bj  the 
Cochindunese  the  regular  drama  is  called  IVocen,  .or  a-  rebh 
ihn  of  Mttonet,  To  the  operatic  inteilude  of  redtatiTe,  air 
and  dancing  the j  give  the  name  of  Song-wng  ;  and  a  grand 
chorus  aeoompanied  n  ith  the  gong^  the  kettle  dram,  casta- 
nets, trumpets  and  othernoisy  instrmnents,  is  called  the  ISniSg^ 
rang,  Tba  Anibassador  had  ordered  ])is  band  to  attend  on 
shore,  where  they  played  a  few  light  airs;  hut  the  Cocliin- 
Chinese  had  .no  ear  for  the  soSt  and  harmonious  chords  of 
European  music.  Their  Ring-rang  and  their  Skmg-sang  were 
infinitely  supenor  in  their  estimation,  and  weie  the  more 
applauded  in  proportion  as  they  were  the  more  noisy. 

Leaving  the  comedians  in  tlie  midst  of  their  hi  hours,  we 
walked  ncioss  the  vilhiuie  green,  which  was  also  the  market- 
phicp,  Avhere  we  were  highly  entertained  wiih  a  variety  ot' 
sports  and  gambols.  Tlie  fourth  of  June  was  for  once  a  day 
of  general  festivity  in  this  part  of  Coeluiichiua.  in  one  place 
we  obsen  ed  about  a  dozen  youug  fellows  plavino;  at  foot-hall 
with  a  biuthler  ;  in  another,  they  Avere  di>j)hi\inu  iheir  at^ihly 
in  leaping  over  an  hurLzontal  [)()le  ;  lieie  a  noisy  gruupc  were 
amusing  themselves  in  fighiing  cocks ;  there  young  boys,  in 
imitation  of  their  elders,  were  training  quails  and  other 
tmaU  birds,  and  even  grasshoppers,  to  tear  each  other  iu 
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pieeei  i  mi  int  every  comer  ganeiten  were  fiaybsg  cmcdt  cr 
tluowiiig  dicei  But  lAiat  which  most  attracted  our  attention 
was  a  party  of  young  men  keeping  up  a  shuttlecock  m  the  air, 
hj  stnkiog  it  with  the  soles  of  the  feet.  Nothing,  indeed,, 
could  exceed  thc  actiyity  and  energy  of  the  men  of  Cochin- 
ffAn^,  A  seaman  of  the  Lion,  having  quarrelled  with  om 
of  theie  p«>ple,  insisted  on  making  a  ring  and  boxing  it 
ftilly  ont.'  Wliilc  the  sailor  was  squarino;  his  arms  and 
manoeuvring  and  looking  for  the  exact  nj^ot  w  here  he  sIkhiIcI 
bit  hi»  antagonist  a  knock-down  blow,  tlie  Cochinchinese, 
whOe  grinning  in  his  face,  very  coolly  turned  uji  his  heel 
and,  giving  him  a  hard  and  totally  unexpected  kick  in  the 
jaw,  walked  away  with  lireat  comj>osurc,  leaving  the  as- 
tonished sailos  to  the  laughter  and  merriment  of. tlie  crowd.. 

Active  a>.  thev  wcr<^  in  the  use  of  their  feet,  tluMr  nianiKil 
dextrritv  wns  not  less  renuukabhv    Jnoglcrs  and  coiijurnr?* 
and  posture-makers  were  excrrising  their  resj)e<-tive  arts  lor 
the  iinnisemcnl  oi'the  crowd,  and  for  their  own  advantage  ;  and 
we  found  t«>  our  cost  that  those  who  did  not  openly  practise 
jutrgUng  as  a  pioicasion  were  equally  as  expert  in  the  art  of 
picking  pockets.    Scarcely  a  day  occurred  in  which  some  of 
the  party  did  not  return  to  the  ships  with  ite  Io»  of  pocket, 
handkerchiefs,  an  article  for  whieh  tfaey  seemed  to  hare  a  par- 
ticular liking.  We  found  t]i«n  ail,  ftom  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  most  importanate  beggars,  oaring  without  the  feast 
eeremony  for  every  thing  that  migjht.8ii]t  their  foncy ;  neither 
weie  they  satisfied  with  a  simple  dedal nor  with  obtaining 
what  tliey  asked,  becoming  generally  more  ni^gent  in  their 
demands  in  proportion  to  the  libendity  of  the  giver;  and 
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wlwt  they  oouid  not  obtain  by  begging  tlicy  uniftUy  endea* 

voured  to  procure  by  stealing.  Tliey  hid  not  even  the 
Spartan  virtue  of  blushing  at  detection  ;  nor  ditl  it  appear 
that  they  apprehended  any  punishment  citiicr  for  the  theft  or 

tlio  discoA'cr}'  of  it.  Tliis  disposition  to  stealing  was  SO 
general,  that  it  -was  even  found  necessary  to  wateh  nar- 
rowly the  oliicers  of  guveramcat  who  C4iue  ou  boaxd  ihe 
«hi|Mu 

Tn  aUeni|)rmi;  tu  ilraw  a  very  ueneral  sketch  of"  the.  t-lianic- 
tcr  ol  this  nation,  1  mil  not  unaware  oi  llie  ri^k  1  lucur  of 
T)eing  drawn  into  error.  To  speak  correctly  of  the  manners  and 
opiitiuus  of  toreign  nations  ;  to  U"acc  the  motives  of  their  ac- 
tions and  the  grounds  of  tlieir  prejudices;  to  examine  the 
eliccts  produced  on  the  temper  and  dispositioa  <^  the  people 
bj  the  civil  and  idigkws  institatiout ;  and  to  inquire  into 
lih»r  ideal  of  bothI  right  and  wrong,  their  notions  of  tastSb 
«f  beautjt  of  happiness,  and  amny  other  subjects  necetmry 
10  be  invartigMied  befese  a  tfaof0^g|i  knowledge  can  be  ob* 
4ained  of  their  true  character  and  real  condition,  requiie  not 
«nlj  a  long  residence  in  die  oountfj*  but  an  intimalB  ac- 
i|uaintanoe  with  all  the  varioitt  daises  of  sodetj :  and,  after 
^  an  aceuiafce  portrait  is  haidly  to  be  expected.  What  can 
■be  more  ridiculous  than  a  Frendunan  attempting  to  describe 
Eng^h  manners,  or  moK  preposterous  than  a  Oennan 
dramatising  the  En^h  character?  Tliere  aie^  however,  ' 
certain  strongly  marked  leatmiea  iduch,  prevailing  in  the  mass 
of  the  people,  may  safely  be  set  down  as  character- 
istics ;  and  from  such  only  the  few  observations  I  have  to 
make  on  the  Cochinchincse  were  derived*  Some  of  theiDt 
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indeed,  might  perhaps  be  ^tttiiely  local,  and  applicable  only 
to  that  part  of  the  sea-coa»t  on  which  we  landed. 

It  IS  scarceljr  necessary  to  observe,  what  I  apprehend  is 
generally  known,  tliat  Cochiucbina,  until  a  few  ce&turies- alter 
the  Christian  sera,  formed  a  part  of  the  Chineie  en^me ;  and 
that  the  general  features  of  the  natives,  many  of  the  cns- 
toms,  the  written  laniinnge,  the  religious  opinit^ns  and  cere- 
monies still  rrtaiiuMi  by  them,  indicate  distinctly  their 
Cliinese  origin,  in  the  northern  pmvinccs,  however,  the)'  * 
arc  more  strongly  tnaikcd  th:ui  in  tho'^c  to  the  soutliAvardl 
The  same  characteristics  arc  like  w  ise  tlisccraible,  but  in  a 
fainter  dcQrer.  in  Siani  which  m  properly  Sr-tfanE^^.  or  the 
wrstern  counli  v  ;  in  Pe-iju,  probal>ly  Pi  -ijuo,  or  the  northern 
prt)\  inee  ;  aiul  in  Ava  and  the  r<'st  (jf  tlio  jiCtty  states  now 
coinpreliended  inider  the  Birman  empire,  where,  however, 
fioia  an  inlenuixture  with  the  Malays  of  Malacca  and  the 
Hindoos  of  the  upper  and  eastern  regions  ui  ilmdost^n.  the 
traces  of  the  Chinese  character  aie  in  majiy  respects  nearly 
obliterated.  The  Cochinchineae  of  Tuion,  notwithstanding 
the  loose  maniMfs  of  the  wdmoi  which.  I  shall  presently  havo 
occasion  to.nottce^.and  the  tendency,  which  all  rerohitions  in 
gpTcniment&  have  to  change;  in  a  greater  or  leas  degree,  the 
character  of  the  people,  have  pi-eserred  in  most  respects  a 
dose  resemblance  to  their  original,,  thaugh  in  some  points 
tiiey  differ  from  it  very  widdy*  Tbey  perfectly  agree,  for 
instance,  in  the  etiquette  okMervied  in  maniage  and  funeral 
pfoceasiims  and  ceremonies,  in  the  greatet  part  of  religions 
sttperstitions,  in  the  oflerings  usually  presented  to  idols,  in 
the  consultation  of  Grades,  and  in  the  unirersal  propensity  of 
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nquiriag  into  futurity  1)y  the  casting  of  lots ;  in  channing 
9,wa.y  diseases  ;  in  the  articles  of  diet  and  the  mode  of  prepar- 
ing!^ them  ;  in  the  nature  of  mo^^t  of  their  public  entertainments 
and  auiuscments ;  in  the  construrtion  and  devices  of  fire- 
works ;  in  inslmmcnts  of  mu.sic,  'jniucs  of  cUance.  rork-fiffht- 
ing  and  quail-hglitin?.  The  s^okiMi  lansruaoe  ot'  Cot  liincliina, 
thouB:h  on  the  same  print^iple,  is  so  much  ciiauorHl  t'loiu  the 
original  as  to  be  nearly,  if  not  wholly,  uniult  Uigibio  to  a 
Chinese  ;  l>ut  the  written  rharaeter  i>  precisely  the  same. 

*  All  the  temples  wliich  lell  under  (jur  observaliou  were  very 
imniljic  buddings ;  and  wc  sa\v  no  sjjccimcns  cither  of  the 
heavy  curved  roofs,  or  of  the  towering  pagodas^  so  fre- 
quently met  with  in  Cliina  ;  but  it  seems  there  arc,  in  many 
parts  of  the  country,  monasteries  that  are  aiuply  endowed, 
whose  buiMiogs  aie  extensive  and  endosed  vitb  walls  fiu^ 
'  iheir  better  secnrity.  The  houses  in  general  near  Tuixhi  bay- 
consisted  only  of  four  mud  walls,  covered  with  thatch ;  and 

.  such  as  aie  situated  on  low  gBounds,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
rimers,  are  usually  raised  upon  four  posts  of  wood,,  or  pillars 
of  stone,  to*  keep  out  vermin  as  well  as  inundatioinsi. 

Hie  dress  of  the  Cochinchinese  has  undergone  iiot  only  an 
alteration,  but  a  very  coonderable  abridgment..  They  wear 
neither  thick  shoesj  nor  quilted  stockings,,  nor  dumsy  sattin. 
boots,  nor  petticoats  stufied  wifii  wadding ;  but  always  go 
beideggod  and  generally-  barefooted..  Their  long  black 
hair,  like  that  of  the  Malays,  is  usually  twisted  into  a  knot 
aad  fixed  on  the  crown  of  the  head..  ITiis,  indeed,  is  the 
ancient  mode  in  which  the  Chineae*  won  their  hair, .  until  the 
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Tartars,  on  the  conquest  of  the  country,  compelled  them  t9 
submit  tx3  tiie  ignominy  of  shamg  the  whole  head  cauoept  • 
little  lock  oi  hair  behind. 


On  ihc  prcff^pts  of  Giiifiiriiis  i'-  Tou'jdcd  the  moral  system 
lor  tlu"  it'ii;ulalion  of  tlie  coiuluct  m  tlus  rouiitrv  as  wcW  as  ia 
Cliiu;i.  Ill  IT,  however,  to  tlio  exterior  forms  of  morahty 
very  hi  t  ie  regard  seems  lo  he  paid.  In  Ciiina  i  hese  precepts 
are  gaudily  displayed  in  golden  ciiaracters  in  every  house,  ia 
the  streets  and  public  places  ;  but  liere  they  are  seldom  .seen 
and  never  heard.  Were  they,  indeed,  repcati  d  iu  tlieir  ori- 
ginal hmffuage,  (and  they  wil!  scareel}^  bear  a  tmnslation,) 
they  would  not  be  understood.  Their  conthiet,  in  irenprdl, 
seems  to  be  as  httle  influenced  by  the  solemji  precepts  of  re- 
ligion as  by  those  of  morality.  The  Cocliinchinese  are,  like 
the  French,  always  gay  and  for  ever  talking ;  the  Chinese 
jalwajs  grave  and  SiSxt  to  be  thinking :  the  fonner  are  open 
and  famiUar*  the  latter  dote  and  CBMrved.  A  QuneK  would 
eonsid^  it  as  disgraoefiil  to  commit  any  affur  of  impoitaiiOB 
to  a  woman.  Women,  in  the  estimation' of  tJie  Codun- 
idunese,  aie  beti  suited  for,  and  axe  acoocdingjly  entmsted 
with,  the  chief  cooceme  of  the  fimiily.  The  Chinese  code  of 
poiliteneas  finhids  a  woman  to  talk  unless  by  way  of  xepJy,  to 
langh  beyond  a  smile,  to  sing  onleas  desked  end,  as  to 
dandn^^  she  laboun  under  a  physical  lestriction  which  nuUus 
diis  kind  of  movement  impossible.  In  Cocbindiina  die  wo» 
men  are  quite  as  gay  and  as  uniestnined  as  the  mea.  And 
as  a  tolenUy  accurate  oonduaion  may  be  drawn  of  liie  state 
cf  their  society,  t^m  the  condition  in  which  the  female  part 
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•f  it  is  placed,  and  the  consideration  in  which  the  female 
duuacter  is  held  among  them,  1  shall  ix^  more  particular  in 
describing  the  situation  here  assigned  to  them,  in  so  far  al 
ka»t  as  our  limited  means  aflforded  us  jthe  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving,  thaaon  other  points^ 

In  some  of  tlie  province**  of  China  -vvonicn  arc  rondcmned 
"to  the  degradin!T  nrnl  laborious  (ask  of  thai;ii;ing  the  plough, 
and  otherwise  employed  iu  various  kinds  of  heav  y  (h  ufls^rv. 
In  Cochinchina  it  Av  onld  appear  likewise  t<>  be  tlie  fate  of  the 
weaker  sex  to  be  dootncf)  ff)  those  occupations  wiiieh  require, 
tf  not  the  irrea test  extriions  of  bodily  strenjith,  at  least  the 
most  jiei-severiug  itxiustry.  Me  observed  them  (hiy  af^er  daj,. 
and  from  morning  till  nigiit,  standing  in  the  nii(!>>t  of  poo?«;  of 
water,  up  to  the  knees,  occupied  in  the  transplanting  of  ric  e. 
In  fact,  all  the  labours  of  tillage,  and  the  vnrious  employ- 
meutii  conncetcd  with  agriculture,  seem  to  fail  to  tlir  share  of. 
the  female  peasantry  ;  whilst  those  in  ']\iron,  to  the  manage- 
ment of  domestic  concerns,  add  the  supcrintendancc  of  all 
the  details  of  commerce.  They  even  assist  in  constructing 
mi  keeping  in  repair  their  mnd-bnilt  cottages ;  they  conduct 
the  mami&cture  of  ooaane  earthen  wave  vessels ;  they  manage 
the  boats  on  rivers  and  in  harbours ;  they  bear  their  articles 
of  produce  to  market;  they  draw  the  cotton  wool  fiom  the 
pod,,  fiee  it  fion  the  seeds,  spin  it  into  thread,  weave  it  into 
sloth,  dye  it  of  its  proper  colour,  ajid  make  it  up  into  dresses 
fat  themselT«B  and  their  ibnilie».  Almost  all  the  yotmger 
fui  of  the  males  are  compelled  to  envc^  ^emselres  in  the 
aimy ;  and  wch  aa  aie  exempt  irom  military  service  employ- 


304  CO  CHIN  CHIN  A. 

thcmseh'cs  occasionally  in  fishing,  in  collect  in  ir  swallows' 
nests  mid  the  Biches  dc  mer  aniono:  the  n<^iL:lilioiinn2;  inlar.ds. 
as  hiMirios  for  the  use  of  their  own  great  luvn,  hut  iii(>r(; 
particularly  as  article's  of  export  for  tlic  C  iiiiia  market  ;  ui 
felliiiix  timber;  huihimu  and  rejiairino  sliips  ami  buuls,  and  a 
few  other  ()c(  U(>ati()!is  n  liich,  however,  they  take  care  shall 
not  cngi'oss  their  whole  (line,  but  eoniine  to  leave  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  it  ihit  jiipluyed,  or  employed  only  in  the 
pursuit  of  some  favourite  amusement:  for  thc}-^  are  not  l>v" 
any  means  of  an  idle  disposition.  But  the  activity  and  tljc 
industry  of  Uie  w<Miieii  are  bo  utmbatiug,  their  pursuits  so 
varied,  and  the  latigue  they  undergo  so  harassing,  that  the 
Cochindiinese  apply  to  them  the  same  proverbial  expression 
vluch  we  confer  on  a  cat,  obsming  tliat  a  woman,  having 
nine  lires,  bears  a  great  deal  of  killing.  It  is  evident  indeed, 
ftoin  the  whole  tenor  of  their  conduct,  that  the  men,  even  in 
the  Gommon  ranks  of  life,  consider  the  other  sex  as  «i«*«*inf!^l 
for  their  use ;  and  those  in  a  higlier  station,  as  subservi^t  to 
their  pleasures.  The  number  of  wives  or  of  concubines, 
whidi.  a  man  maj  find  it  expedient  to  take,  is  not  limited 
by  any  law  or  mle;  but  here,  as  m  China,  the  fint  in 
point  of  date  claims  precedence  and  takes  die  lead  in  all 
domestic  concerns.  The  terms  on  which  the  parties  are 
united  are  not  mooe  easy  than  those  by  which  they  may  be 
separated.  To  break  a  sixpence  between  two  parting  lowers 
is  considered,  among  the  peasantry  of  some  of  the  counties 
in  England,  as  an  avowal  and  pledge  of  unalterable  fidelity* 
In  Cochinehina,  the  breaking  of  one  of  their  copper  ccnns  or 
a  pair  of  chopsticks  between  man  and  wife,  before  proper 
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witnesses,  is  considered  us  a  dissolution  of  tbeir  former  com^ 
pactt  lUid  the  act  of  separation. 

In  Qiina  the  men  have-  sedulously  and  siiccevisAilly  incul- 
cated the  doctrine,  that  11  well-brcil  womaii  bhuuid  never  be 
seen  abroad  :  that  she  shoidd  coidine  hereelf  cx)nstant,ly  to  her 
own  apartments ;  that  in  the  pre^>cnec  of  even,  lier  uearest 
male  relations  she  should  not  expose  her  neck  and  her  liands, 
to  prevent  which  her  ^wn  ii  Inittoned  up  doae  to  the  chin* 
und  its  sleeves  haug  down  below  the  knee :  and  so  crateiy 
iutve  they  oontrived  thdr  precepts  to  operate,  that  the  sill/ 
women  have  actually  been  prevaihid  on  to  ooosider  a  physical 
defect  which  confines  them  to  die  house  as  a  fashionable 
accomplishment.  Here,  in  this  respect,  there  is  a  total  dif* 
foence  with  regard  to  the  sex.  So  far  from  the  Cochin^ 
cltinese  wcwien  being  deprived  of  the  fiee  use  of  their  limbs 
or  thor  liberty,  they  have  the  eqjoyment  of  both  to  the  fiiUest 
extent.   It  certainly  was  not  in  Cochinchina  where  £udoiziis, 
in  his  travels,  is  said  to  have  observed  the  feet  of  the  women 
to  be  so  small,  that  they  might  witii  propriety  be  distinguished 
fay  the  name  of  the    Ostrich-footed famims  plantas  ade^ 
parvas  ut  Struthopodtn  appellentur :  as,  by  tlicir  bustling 
about  with  naked  feet,  they  become  unusually  large  and 
spreading :  but  the  name  might  aptly  enough  be  appUed 
to  the  feet  of  the  Cliinese  ladies,  whose  undefined  and  lumplfih 
form  is  not  unlike  the  foot  of  the  ostrich. 


Extremes  often  approximate.  The  same  cause  wliich  in 
China  bus  operated  this  total  seclusion  of  the  sex  &om  so* 
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dcty  and  the  abriilgment  of  their  physical  powers,  has  pro 
duced  in  Cochinchina  a  diametrically  opp<Mite  effect,  by 
pcnnitting  thcni  to  revel  uncontrolled  iu  ei  ery  species  of 
licentiousness.    This  cause  is  their  being  degraded  iu  ]niblic 
opinion,  and  considered  ;i<  br  ini:'^      an  interior  nature  to  the 
men.    Thus  situated,  rhaiacti  v  Ix-conies  of  httle  value  either 
to  liiemseU'es  or  t<M>iluMs ;  and,  Jiom  all  ac(  i)urit>^,  it  ajipears 
they  are  t'nilv  si  nsihlc  of  its  luuiiiportaiicc  in  this  ivspect. 
The  eoiisctnu  iice  c>t"  \\  I'.ich  is  tiiat  Avoineii  ol"  less  scruinilositv, 
or  men  ot  more  acctjrniiK Khitiag  disjiositions,  are  not  certainly 
tti  l^e  iiu:t  with  in  any  part  of  the  world  tlian  those  iu  tlie  en- 
virons of  Turnn  buy.    ii  is  to  !)e  hnpt d,  ho\ve\ri,  that  the 
general  character  of  th<;  iiation  uiay  not  e\a<  ily  coricspond 
with  thai  wliich  previuLs  at  one  of  the  nio.st  ficcjucntcd  of  its 
sea-port  towns.    Tlie  singuhu'  indidgenee,   granted  Ijy  the 
laws  of  Solon,  ot     riuitLing  young  women  to  disj)ose  of  j>er- 
sonal  favours,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  procure 
articles  of  the  firet  necessity  for 'themselves  or  their  families, 
is  sanctioned  by  the  Cochinchiiiese  without  any  liniitutiou  as 
to  age,  condition,  or  object.    Neither  the  htis1>and  nor  tlie 
father  seems  to  have  any  scruples  in  abandoning  the  wife 
or  the  daughter  to  hci-  gallant.   Not  Calba,  when  he  po- 
litely fell  a!»lee|),  (as  wc  are  told  by  Plutsirch,)  ibr  tlie  accom- 
modation of  Mecsrnas  and  rebuked  his  scn'ant  for  officiously 
rattling  the  plates  in  order  to  awaken  him  that  he  might  see 
what  was  going  on,  could  possibly  have  been  more  at  ease 
than  a  Cochinchinesc  husband,  to  whom  may  justly  be  ap- 
plifsd  the  following  lines  of  Horace,  wherein  he  describes  the 
dissolute  manners  of  the  Romans : 
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Sed  jussa  coram  aoa  sine  conscio 
<*  Sngit  unrito  i  ten  west  uittitor 
«  Seu  navis  Hiqnns  mtgintr 
"*  ufliiBGflKiiiii  pRmmD  mpmr* 

"  Hie  coosdooa  luubaod  biib  her  rise, 

When  -otr.e  rich  fTtctor  courts  licr  cliamUi 
**  And  c^U  the  wanton  to  his  sirms. 

**  Tim  pifodigal  of  wcaldt  and  £uM^ 
«  Profiudj  \np  die  coitly  fbHue  * 

,  ■  . 

niese  ofafierratioiis  on  the  indifference,  on  the  part  of  tiie 
men,  for  die  honour  and  chastity  of  the  sex,  and  the  abandoned 
and  profligate  character  of  the  latter  which  is  the  necessary 
consequence  thereof,  are  by  no  means  confined  to  the  conimoit 
people :  they  apply  indeed  more  forcibly  to  the  first  ranks  in 
.  society,  the  officers  of  government  Hiese  men,  fidly  as  d^ 
bauched  as  the  Chinese  Mandarins,  carry  not  even  that 
appearance  of  decmcjr  which  those  find  it  expedient  to  ob« 
serve.  Of  the  fiicility  with  which  they  are  dis|K>sed  to 
transfer  tlidr  women  to  strangers  our  par^  had  several 
cuhous  instances.  From  the  following,  among  many  others, 
a  tolerably  good  notion  may  be  collected  of  t  he  \  alue  put 
npon  them  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view.  An  <^cer  of  the 
lion  Avas  one  <lay  sent  on  sliore  to  purchase  a  couple  of  bul- 
locks' for  the  use  of  the  ship's  company.  As  the  price  had  prp- 
viously  been  fixed  at  ten  dollai*s  a-head.  tlic  tiffieerhad  only  to 
countdown  the  money  before  one  oi  themauislratc-,  ot  the  place, 
arid  reet'ive  hi^  builock«;.  The  Mandarin,  takinii  np  the  dollars, 
di-patched  a  couple  ut'  Ids  attcndauli,  w ho  shortly  returned 
wall  a  tnie  vonnu'  ("irl,  whom  the  magistrate  handed  over 
to  the  Qtiiccr.    W  hether  thib  geatlemau's  modesty  was  too 
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much  shocked  at  so  barefaced  and  indecent  a  transaction,  or 
w  hether  h-  Icul  iiol  a  suHicieut  sum  of  money  to  make  up  the 
price  or  the  bullocks,  is  immaterial  to  the  purpose  ;  it  is 
enough  to  observe  that  he  pi  tti  rred  his  duty  to  the  purcha^ic 
of  the  lady,  to  tlie  atiect(;d  asluni->iuuent  of  the  Mandai'in,  of 
whom  he  uuden^tood  licr  to  be  either  the  wife  or  the  daughter^ 
Another  geallcmuu,  ia  returning  one  d.iy  from  tlie  town  to 
the  river  side,  was  accosted  by  an  elderly  woman,  who  made 
signs  to  him  to  follow  her  into  her  cottage,  where  she  pre- 
sented him  with  her  daughter,  very  nearly  ia  that  state  in 
which  she  came  out  of  nature's  hands ;  mid  the  eyes  of 
ihe  old  hidy  sparkled  yritb  joy  at  the  sig^t  of  a  Spanish 
dollar. 

There  was  little  pre{>os8essing  in  the  general  appearance- 
and  character  of  the  Cochinchinese.  The  women  had  but 
slender  pretensions  to  beauty;  ^et  the  want  of  personal 
dumns  was  in  some  degree  compensated,  by  a  livdy  and 
cheerful  temper,  totallj  unlilie  the  dull,  the  morose,  andse*  ■  ■ 

eluded  Chinese.  An  expressive  countenance,  being  as  mndi 
the  result  of  education  and  sentiment  as  a  delicate  set  of 
features  and  a  fine  compleiion  are  of  health,  ease,  eX'^ 
emption  from  drudgery  and  exposure  to  the  vicissitudes  •  , 

of  the  weather,  could  hardly  be  expected  in  Cochinehiua. 
In  point  of  fact,  both  sexes  are  coarse  featured,  and  their 
colour  nearly  as  deep  as  that  of  the  Malay ;  and,  like 
these  people,  the  universal  custom  of  chewing  areca  and 
betel,  by  reddeniii";  the  lips  and  blacketiino;  the  teeth,  £rives 
them  an  appeiu'anrc  still  more  unseemly  than  iKiture  in- 
tended,  llie  dress  of  the  women  was  by  no  means  lasdnat- 
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ing.  A  loose  cotton  frock,  oi' a  ]  »ro\vn  or  lihic  coUmr,  rearlnng 
down  to  tlie  middle  of  the  tliigli,  ami  u  pair  of  black  jtankm 
trowsers  made  very  wide,  constitute  in  geneml  their  common 
clothing.  With  the  use  of  stockings  and  shoes  they  are-  wholly 
HDScqiiainted ;  but  the  upper  ranks  w&st  a  kind  of  landi^ 
or  loose  slippen.  As  a  hoUday  dre8B»  on  particiil&r  occi^ons, 
a  lady  puts  on  three  or  four  frocks  at  once,  of  different 
cofeun  and  lengths ;  the  shortest  being  uppermost.  A  wo- 
man thus  dressed  appears  in  the  annexed  print,  which  repre- 
sents a  grottpe  of  Cochinchinese  and  may  be  coiuideied  as  a 
fiur  specimen  of  their  general  appearance.  Their  long  black 
hair  is  sometimes  twisted  into  a  knot  and  fixed  on  the  crown 
of  the  head»  and  sometimes  hanj^  loose  in  flowing  tresses 
down  the  back,  reaching  frequently  to  the  very  ground. 
Short  hair  is  not  only  conadocd  as  a  mark  of  vulgarity,  but 
an  indication  of  degeneracy*  Hie  dress  of  the  men  has  httle 
if  any  thing  to  distinguish  it  from  that  of  the  other  sex,  being 
ebiefly  confined  to  a  jacket  and  a  pair  of  trowsers.  Some- 
wear  handkerchiefs  tied  round  the  head  in  the  shape  of  a 
turban;  others jbavc  hats  or  caps  of  various  forms  and  ma-- 
terials,  but  most  of  them  calculated  for  protecting  the  face 
against  the  rays  of  tlie  sun  ;  for  wliich  purpose  they  also  make  • 
use  of  umbrellas  of  strong  Ghina  paper,  or  skreens  of  the  leaves - 
of  the  Borassus  or  fan-palm  and  other  kinds  of  the  palm  tribe, 
•  or  fens  made  of  feathers.  Consonant  with  tlie  appearance  of 
their  mean  and  sraiity  clothiiiir,  as  frequently  thrown  Icjosely 
over  their  pliouMcr^  fitted  to  tlie  body,  were  their  lowly 
cabin?  of  haiulioo.  In  short,  nothini^  met  the  eye  that  could 
impress  the  luiiid  of  a  stranger  with  high  notioui  of  the  happy 
condition  of  this  people. 
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Thcrr  i>,  liowever,  such  a  vast  dilVeicncc*  in  the  circum- 
stances under  which  an  Euioj>ean  and  the  iiihabilaut  of  a 
tropical  eliniale  arc  situated,  that  the  fonner,  who  lor  the 
first  time  iiiids  himself  among  the  latter,  will  be  very  apt  tu 
fall  into  error  ui  ulLcmpting  to  form  a  eumparative  estimate 
of  iheir  respective  conditions.    To  tlie  one,  fuel  and  clothing 
Diul  close  and  compact  lodging  are  essential,  not  only  to  Ids 
coiulbrt,  but  to  his  existence  ;  to  the  other,  fire  is  of  no 
further  use  tlian  a  few  embers  to  hoU  his  rice,  or  to  prepare 
an  offering  to  lus  god.    For  -sptendid  and  massy  fidbrics 
neither  his  taste  nor  necessity  incline  him ;  and  dose  thick 
dothing,  so  &r  finom  being  a  comfort,  would  be  to  him  the 
most  inconvenient  of  aU  incumbrances.   Eren  the  littte  which 
he  oocasionaUy  finds  it  expedient  to  use  he  iinequently  throws 
aside;  for  where  nakedness  is  no  disgrace,  he  can  at  all* 
times,  and  in  aU  places,  accommodate  his  dress  to  his  fed* 
ingp  and  his  dicumstances,  without  ofienoe  to  others  or  em* 
banassment  to  himself;  an  advantage  which  is  denied  to  the 
European. 

r 

Altbough  we  had  neither  expected  to  meet  with  an  ex* 
tensive  city  nor  maguificcntpalaces  in  the  vicinity  of  Turon 
bay,  yet  as  this  spot  Mas  known  to  have  been  andentty  the 
chief  mart  for  the  trade  of  Uiis  country  witli  China  and 
Japan,  we  felt  rather  disappointed  oh  finding  a  few  villages 
only,  in  the  largest  of  which  the  niiTTiher  of  hnuscK  did 
not  exceed  one  hundred,  and  these  chietiy  thatched  cot- 
tacTCs.  That  it  hatl  suUered  considerably  from  the  late  revo- 
lutions was  evident  from  the  ruins  of  largr^r  and  bottci  l)uild- 
ings  than  any  which  now  appeared,  aud  lh>m  the  mcquuhtic^ 
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of  snrl'jKc  indicatincr  a  fonncr  ONistencc  of  walls  anr!  forts', 
and  which,  by  our  otiircr  s  ar  c onui  who  was  taken  ))risoncr, 
were  still  more  visible  and  ;i-ivc  at  Fai-foo  ;  from  the  re- 
mains, also,  of  gardens  and  piaiilatKinH  of  fruit  trees  and 
flowering  shrubs,  that  were  now  run  iiiU)  \uiilt messes  :  but  no 
traces  appcai'cd  to  indicate  former  opulence,  or  con\  cy  ihe 
impression  of  fellen  magnificence.  It  is  true,  the  \cstigei  of 
Oriental  cities^  when  suBered  to  faU  into  decaj,  soon  dismp- 
pear.  Their  best  houses,  limited  to  a  single  story*  constructed 
gencndlv  of  vood  or  of  bricks  that  have  been  dried  only  in 
^e  sun,  require  an  unremitted  attention  to  preserire  them 
firom  mouldering  into  dust.  Their  city  vails,  constructed  of 
li^t  and  imperfect  materials,  soon  crumble  into  heaps  of 
ruins,  and  are  buried  under  a  rapid  and  vigorous  vegetation. 
The  system  on  which  their  city  walls  are  .built  is  but  ill  cal- 
culated for  duration.  Tlie  mass  of  loose  earth  heaped  in  the 
middle  has  a  constant  tendency  to  push  out  the  brick  or 
stone  casing  which,  tumbling  into  the  ditch,  is  lost  in  a  few 
yeai-s  in  the  general  sur^c. .  If  the  great  and  populous  city 
of  Pekin,  the  greatest  and  most  populous  [)erhapfi  on  the  whole 
^obe,  should  by  any  accident  ]yo  deserted,  many  centuries 
would  not  be  rr(|uircd  to  blot  outievrry  vestige  of  its  situation. 
It  is,  Uiercfore,  the  less  surprizing  that,  in  the  days  of  Alex- 
ander, all  traces  of  the  sup[)osed  inagniticcnt  palaces  of  'Vroy 
had  disappeared  :  :md  tlini  the  proud  city  of  l^abylon,  once 
the  mistress  of  the  world,  >lii  aiJd  for  M>  many  agos  past  have 
been  laid  proiiti-atc  iu  the  du^L 

Tlie  cottages  of  Turon  wt  rc  in  general  snng  and  clean,  and 
sufficiently  compact  to  protect  the  iohabiluuts  trom  the  heat 
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of  the  sun  iit  one  seasoii,  and  the  heavy  rains  at  llie  other. 
There  appeaired  to  be  no  want  in  the  market  of  either  cotton 
or  silk  stuffij  for  clothiog  ;  and  the  country  pro(hieed  a  gre-it 
variety  and  ahiindanre  of  articles,  wliich  contribute  to  tlie 
sustenance  of  tht-  nndfitnde,  as  ancII  as  to  llie  iuxiuies  of  tlic 
high<-i-  orders  ol"  the  })cople.  Ahnosi  every  kind  of  domestic 
aninia].  except  sheep,  appeared  to  be  plentifnl.  They  had 
small  horned  cattle,  sliort  logged  hogs,  kids,  ^reat 
abundance  ot  ducks  uuJ  lovvk.  Tiiey  eat  dogs  a^  ai  China, 
and  aie  a  coouuod  arUcJe  of  food.  The  sea  as  well  as 
tlie  land  is  a  n!ent4Kllmg  flouzce  of  Boitenaooe  to  multitudes 
who  dwell  on  the  coast.  Bedde  a  great  variety  of  good  lish, 
thej  eat  at  least  three  difieient  specia  of  the  BtkitUt  and  as 
many  of  the  genus  Cheiodtm:  one  of  the  latter  of  which, 
with  its  purple  and  yellow  bandages  and  ooellated  fin,  is 
A  rety  beautiUid  fish.  The  net  is  in  conmum  use,  and  so  are 
wicker  baskets,  made  like  the  wiie  niodse4nip»  into  which 
fish  running  to  the  bait  aie  pievented  fiom  getting  out  again; 
and  we  observed  them  taking  vast  quantities  of  flying  fiih, 
by  letting  down  into  the  sea  deep  earthen  jan  with  naizow 
necks,  baited  with  pork  or  the  offiJs  of  fish.  Most  of  the 
genera  of  marine  worms,  belonging  to  that  dass  Avhich  by 
natuiaBsts  is  distinguished  under  the  name  of  Moibaea, 
are  used  as  articles  of  food  by  the  Cochinchmese ;  as,  fiv 
instance,  various  species  of  (he  Medusa,  Hohthuriay  Actinia^ 
Ascidia  and  Doris;  some  of  which,  as  the  BicJtea  de  ilier, 
usually  called  Trepan,  (a  species  cither  of  Jlolothuria  or  Ao- 
iinia,)  is  caught  and  prepaivd  as  an  article  of  luxury  and 
commerce.  All  the  gelatinous  substances  derived  frotn  the 
«ea,  wiiether  aiumal  or  v^eiubic,  are  comidered  by  ihem 
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among  ihe  most  nutntioua  of  all  aliments;  and  on  this  prin- 
ciple vaiious  jkinib  of  Alga  or  sea-weeds,  particularly  UuMe 
genem  which  an  known  by  the  names  of  iWci  and  Ubkt,  aie 
included  in  the  list  of  their  edihte  plants. 

In  the  popdiotis  ishmds  of  Japan  the  oativei  of  the  sea^coasls 
derive  part  of  their  iustenanceirom  vaiious  kinds  of  se»>wneds» 
and  from  none  more  tJlan  that  spedesof  Fwnu  which  is  called 
Saeckarifuu,  It  wauU  appear  irom  Mr.  Htuafaeiigfs  account 
of  its  leaTes  bemg  used  to  ofnament  and  embeUish  packages 
of  fruit  or  other  presents  olferad  to  strangen*  that  this  plant 
is  there  in  hig^  «sliiiiation»  being  considered  peifaaps  as  the 
representative  of  thoae  resources  of  sustenance  which  the  sea  aa 
wnply  supplies  to  such  nations  as  fiom  choice  or  necessity  may 
be  led  to  avail  themselves  of  its  various  produdioiu.  Th 
Xikmrchom  jelly  of  China  may  probably  be  made,  in  part,  of 
the  Fuctts  Sarcliarinus-;  for  it  would  appear,  from  samples 
brought  to  England,  that  the  leaves  from  which  this  jelly  is 
made  are  taken  from  three  or  ibur  distinct  sjieoies  of  this  ex- 
tensive gemis.  There  is  reason  indeed  to  believe  that  most 
•of  the  species  both  of  the  Fuci  and  the  Ulva  might  be  em- 
ployed for  similar  purposes.  From  the  shores  of  Robben 
island,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  IIoj)o,  the  shivcs  arc  arrustomed 
to  bring  away  baskets  of  a  species  of  Fncus,  w  hose  heaves  are 
sword-sliaped,  srrrah^d,  and  about si\  nu  hf-,  loii^.  'Jlieac  leaves 
being  first  waslied  clean  and  snfficieiilly  dncd  to  resist  putre- 
Ikctioii  are  then  steeped  in  tVcsh  water  li>r  fi\  ('  or  six  davs,  chang- 
ing it  every  morning  ;  alter  which  it'  boiled  t'oj-  a  ii-w  hours  in  a 
little  water  they  become  a  clear  transparent  jrH}  which,  being 
mixed  with  a  Uttie  sugar  and  the  juice  of  a  lemon  or  orange. 


314  COCHINCHINA. 

is  as  pleasant  and  retieshing  as  any  kind  of  jelly  Mrbatscnrver. 

And  as  few  countries  perhaps  can  boast  of  a  ojeater  nnm- 
ber  of  species  of  the  Furl  and  Vh^c  than  are  found  on  the 
coasts  of  the  British  i:»lauds,  future  generations  may  discover 
those  nutritive  qualities  which  many  of  them  contain,  and 
not  hinil  ihe  iiscoflhem  as  articles  of  food  to  a  few  species, 
whicii  is  the  case  at  prtNcnt ;  for  exeejitioi;  tlie  Escukntm  or 
Tutmh',  the  Sacchat'inuSf  better  known  in  Iceland  tlian  in  T^ri- 
lain,  ihr'  Pahnntus  or  DuhCy  which  tiie  Scotch  say  is  ni>l-  only 
rich  And  Gelatinous  hut  communicates  to  other  vegetables 
with  which  it  may  be  mixed  the  fragrant  smell  of  violets,^  and 
that  species  of  Ulva  well  known  on  the  coast  of  Wales  by  the 
Dune    LaveVf  all  the  rest  seem  to  be  neglected. 

But  the  CAtn-dlott.of  Cliina,  called  more  properly  Hat4$n 
or  seo'-wgetohk,  is  not  onlj  used  as  an  article  of  ibdd,  but 
is  employed  both  in  China,  Japan  and  Cochincfaina  aa  a 
gumraous  or  gdatinous  substance,  for  jiving  additional  tntos- 
perency  to  large  sheets  of  paper  or  ooane  gause  used  for 
windows  or  lantems.  The  latter,  made  sometimes  of  slips 
of  bamboo  crossed  diagonally,  Itave  frequently  tiieir  loaenge* 
shaped  interstices  wholly  filled  widi  the  transparent  gluten  of 
the  HM-iiai. 

Ihe  Cochinclunese  collect  likewise  many  of  the  small  sue* 
ciilent  or  fleshy  plants,  which  are  usually  produced  on  salt 
and  sandy  marshes,  as  the  Salieifrnia,  Arenaria,  Critkmum 
Moritinmm  or  sampliire,  and  many  othen^  which  they  either 
boil  in  their  soups  or  stews,  or  eat  in  a  raw  state  to  gi?e 
sapidity  to  rice  which,  in  foct,  is  with  them  the  gnmd  sup* 
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port  of  exist  cnre.  Of  this  grain  they  have  Uie  art  of  making  a 
kind  of  vermiceili,  ustially  called  Lock-son,  which  is  perfectly 
transparent,  and  held  on  that  account  in  high  estimation  both 
in  Japan  and  China ;  to  the  latter  of  which  it  is  exported  in 
considenible  quantity.  It  communicates  to  soup  «'  gelatinous 
consistence,  but  at  the  same  linif  preserves  its  form  and 
tmnspareiK  V,  qualities  which  Mould  lead  one  to  doubt 
if  riec  be  the  only  ingredient  in  its  oompositiw.  The 
Chinese  Lock-$o(f  a  opaque. 

By  the  natives  of  warm  cliniates  animal  food  is  seldom 
ranked  anwng  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  suid  is  sparingly 
used.  And  though  fish  is  the  common  sustenance  of  tho?«e 
who  inhabit  tlie  sea-coasts,  yet  rice  made  more  gustablc  by  a 
little  salt,  a  pod  of  capsicum  or  pepper,  or  a  leaf  of  some  of 
the  acidulous  maritime  vegetables  above-mentioned,  furnishes 
a  grateful  meal  to  the  ^KAt  mass  of  Oriental  nations.  All 
beyond  this  artide  and  its  accompaniments,  even  the  areca  nut 
and  betel  leai^  as  wdl  as  ophun  and  spirituoas  liquors,  may  be 
conaideted  in  the  liglbt  pf  luxunes.  Of  rioe,  in  Cochhichimi, 
^they  are  almost  certain  of  two  plentiful  crops  every  year,  one 
of  which  is  reaped  in  Apnl*  the  other  in  October.  Tnati  of 
vaiioQs  kinds,  as  oranges,  bananas,  figs,  pine  apples,  guk?aa, 
pomegranates,  and  olfaefs  of  inferior  note,  are  abundantly  pro- 
duced in  aB  partsof  the  country.  Hiey  have  very  fine  yarns, 
and  plNity  of  tireet  potatoes.  Tlieir  small  Ineed  of  cattle  does 
notappear  to  fonlsh  them  with  nradi  milk;  but  of  this  article 
indeed,  like  the  Chinese,  they  make  but  a  very  sparing  use, 
not  even  aa  food  for  their  young  ehildren.  These  little  crea- 
turea  were  very  numerous  in  Turon,  and  appeared  remarkably 
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healthy ;  and  tiEtfae  age  of  seven  or  eight  years  were  entnely 
naked.  Their  Ibod  .seemed  to  oonsist  chiefly  of  rice,  suErar- 
caxie,  and  water  melons.  The  mass  of  people  in  Cochincliina,. 
Kke  the  common  Chinese,  have  but  two  meals  in  the  day,  one 
about  iiin^  or  ten  in  the  momuig,  the  other  about  sunset ; 
and  ihese  are  usually  taken,  in  the  dry  season,  before  the 
doors  of  their  cottages,  on  mats  spread  in  the- open  air. 
Where  all  ittre  alike^  none  feels  ashamed  to  expose  his 
humble  meal. 

In  the  neigl]l)()Ui  ho(^l  of  J'uion  \vc  observed  several  planta- 
tions of  stiL^r-caiie-;  and  tobacco.  The  juice  of  tlie  former, 
haviii!:;  undergone  a  partial  ■refinement,  is  exported  to  the 
China  market  in  cakes,  which  in  colour,  thickness  and 
porosity  rcsemblo  the  hoiu  vcomb ;  the  lutter  is  consumed  in 
the  country,  ujs  all  degrees  of  every  age  and  sex  indulge  in 
the  habit  of  smoking.  The  face  of  the  country  exhibited, 
however,  but  feeble  marks  of  tillage;  and  arts  uiid  nuuuifac- 
tures  were  evidcatlv  in  a  lanniiisliin?^  state.  The  cottaires 
contained  little  furniture,  and  ihat  little  was  rude  in  its 
construction  and  ut^  if  intended  only  for  tempoi-aiy  use.. 
The  matting  which  covered  the  floors  wns  ingeniously 
woven  in  different  colours ;  but  the  art  of  making  mats  is  so 
common  in  all  the  nations  of  the  East,  that  the  most  beauti^ 
fill  ave  scarcely  subjects  of  admiiation  amcmg  thenud^ves. 
Their  domestic  uten^  consbted  chiefiy  of  an  earthen  stove, 
an  iron  pot  to  boil  their  rice,  a  pan  of  the  shape  of  a  watch 
glass  to  fry  their  vegetables  in  oil,  and  a  few  porcelain  cnps  or 
bowb.'  Their  vessels  of  cast  iron  were  eqiml  in  quality  to  those 
of  the  Chinese,  but  their  earthen  ware-  was  very  inferior. 
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They  seemed  to  %vork  in  metals  with  a  tolerable  (h^uree  of 
neatness.  'I'lic  hamiles  of  the  ollicers'  sworIs  were  niostlv 
of  silver,  and  by  no  niciuis  iU  iinishcd ;  and  their  articles  of 
fUlagrce  were  equal  to  those  of  the  Chinese.  In  faet,  both 
the-  one  and  the  other  posset**  quick  and  eomprehcnsixe 
talents  and,  under  due  encouragement,  arc  ahcatly  ia  tiiat 
advanced  stage  to  make  a  very  rapid  procrress  in  the  arts, 
scienci's,  and  niamifacturcs.  Under  every  disatl\  antagc  oi  ;i 
bad  government,  their  ingenuity  occasionally  breaks  forth  in  a 
surpri/ing  manner.  The  man  at  Canton  who  coidd  make  a  M-atch 
at  iirst  i«iglit  had  neither  a  weak  head  nor  an  uoiikiliU  hand. 

Their  aits  and  manulactufes  did  not,  however,  appear  to 
be  in  a  state  of  progressive  impiovenieDt-  That  is  ia  all  the 
Qn^tal  goverameDts  a  ladical  defect,  which  no  advantages 
of  soil  or  dimate  or  oAer  &voumble  ckcumstanoes  can  com- 
pensate^ and  wfaich  must  fer  ever  operate  against  their  at- 
tuning the  cfaaiacter  and  the  condition  of  a  great  and  happy 
people.  This  insupeiable  bar  to  their  grandeur  and  felicity 
is  owing  to  the  want  of  a  permanent  security  to  property. 
Wheie  the  ri^t  of  inheritance  is  a'  weaker  claim  than  the 
state  of  passession;  where -the  hand  o^  arbitrary  power  can 
at  any  time,  without  the  form»of  lc^  process,  dispossess  a 
man  of  the  piece  of  ground  on  which  the  support  of  himself 
and  his  family  wholly  dt  [>f  nds ;  where  only  the  law  of  the 
strongest  is  acknowledged,  and  wh^  neither  person  nor 
property  has  any  efiectual  protection  against  the  designs  of 
the  vindictive  of  the  lapadons  entrustt d  with  power, — what 
possible  encouragement  can  the  subject  liave  to  build  an 

el^nt  house,  to  improve  the  cultivatien  of  his  land,  ,  to  aim 
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at  perfection  in  any  bmnch  of  the  arts,  or  to  e^iteod  liti  in- 
gemiity  or  his  indmtr}^  much  beyond  the  mere  supplying  of 
the  necessaries  of  hte.  An  Oriental  sage  lias  observed  that. 
*'  the  proot'  ol"  a  just  government  and  a  well-regulated  police 
*'  is,  when  a  bcautilul  woman  covered  with  jewels  can  travel 
*'  al)road  in  perleet  security."  ^Vhat  would  this  sage  have 
gaid  of  that  government  and  tiial  police,  where  a  helpless  and 
weahliy  old  woman,  surrounded  by  a  set  of  iusty  and  iudi- 
gent  servants,  connnits  herself  and  her  property  to  them  and 
to  the  world  with  as  mu(  h  composure  and  confidence,  as  if 
her  physical  strength  was  nut  in  the  least  inferior  to  tiieirs  ; — 
or,  where  the  j)roperty  of  a  still  more  helpless  infant  orphan 
is  not  only  secured  tdl  he  arrhes  at  years  of  discretion,  but 
cultivated  and  improved  sometimes  to  tlie  double  of  its  ori< 
ginal  value  ?  However  straage  such  a  relation  mi^t  appear 
to  an  inhabttant  of  the  eafltom  iieoii^liei^  we  bave  A»  wtb- 
fikctum  of  knowing  it  to  be  itricHy  tme  In  nany  parts  of  Hie 
wettem  voiidi,  and  in  none  moio  io  than  on  the  highly  fii^ 
vDured  iaiaad  of  Oieat  Britain. 

'Riat  particular  branch  of  the  arts  in  which  the  Cochin- 
chinese  may  be  said  to  excd  at  the  presoit  day  is  naval 
architecture,  fer  which,  however,  they  are  not  a  little  in- 
debted to  the  nae  and  quality  of  the  timber  employed  fixr 
that  purpose.  Hior  row-gaUies  for  pleasure  are  remarkably 
fine  vesseU*  These  boats,  from  fifty  to  eighty  feet  in  length, 
are  sometimes  composed  of  five  single  planks,  each  extending 
from  one  extremity  to  the  other,  the  edges  morticed,  kept 
tight  by  wooden  pins,  and  hound  firm  by  twisted  fibres  of 
bamboo,  wiUiout  cither  libs  or  any  kind  of  timbers*  At  the 
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stem  and  stern  they  are  raised  to  a  considerable  height,  and 
are  curiously  carved  into  monstrous  fitrnre^  of  dragons  and 
serpents,  ornamcntccl  with  oildinir  and  paintiuir.    A  number 
of  poles  aatl  spear's  bearing  tiags  and  streamers,  pik<  s  orna- 
nitnlcd  with  tufts  of  cows'  tails  painted  red,  lanterns  and 
unibrellas,  and  other  insignia  denoting  the  rank  of  the  pas- 
senger, are  erected  at  each  end  of  the  boat.    And  as  these 
people,  liiic  the  C  hinese,  differ  in  most  of  tiicir  notions  from 
the  greater  portion  of  mankind,  the  company  always  sit  in 
the  fore  part  of  the  boat  :  but  as  it  Mould  be  a  breach  of 
good  manners  for  the  rowers  to  turn  their  backs  on  the  pass- 
engers, they  stand  with  their  faces  towards  the  bow  of  the 
boat,  pushing  the  oai»fh«i  tban  mstead  of  puHmg  towards 
them,  8B  is  usually  done  in  tlie  western  world.  The  semiit» 
and  the  baggage  occupy  the  stem  of  die  boat  The  vessels 
that  are  employed  in  tlie  coasting  trade,  (Jie  fishing  craft, 
and  those  which  collect  the  ZVepa*  and  swallows'  nests  among 
the  cluster  of  islands  oUled  the  Taraeeht  are  of  various  de> 
scriptions  r  many  of  them,  like  the  Chinese  Sampan*,  covered 
with  sheds  of  matting^  undo*  which  a  whole  ftpiily  constantly 
resides;  and  Others,  resembling  the  common  proas  of  the 
Malays,  both  as  to  their  hulls  and  rigging.  Their  ibrei^ 
traders  are  built  on  tlie  same  phin  as  the  Chinese  junks,  the 
form  and  construction  of  which  are  certainly  not  to  be  l«dld 
out  as  perfect  models  of  naval  architecture;  yet,  as  they 
have  subsisted  some  thousanda  oi  yeaia  unaltered,  they  are 
at  least  entitled  to  a  little  respect  from  the  antiquity  of  the  in* 
vention.   As  these  vesksels  never  were  intended  for  ships  of  war, 
extraordinary  swiAness  for  pursuit  or  escape  was  not  an  e»* 
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scMitial  quality :  security  ratlier  than  speed  u  as  the  (i]>)«  cJ  of 
the  owner.  And  as  no  great  cajMtals  were  nuliudiially 
employed  in  trade,  and  the  merchant  was  Ixnh  owiiei-  and 
navigator,  a  limited  tonnage  was  sufficient  for  his  own  mer- 
chandize ;  the  vessel  was  therefore  divided,  in  order  to  ob- 
viate tliis  inconvenience,  into  distinct  compartmeatg,  so  that 
one  ship  might  separately  accommodate  many  mefdumts. 
The  bulk  heads  by  whidi  these  divisioiu  weie  fotmed  oon- 
sisted  of  planks  of  two  inches  thick,  so  weXi  caulked  and 
secured  as  to.be  cmnpletdjr  water-ti|^t. 

Whatever  olgectioiifl  may  be  started  against  the  diyiding  of 
ships'  holds,  and  the  interference  in  the  stowage  seems  to  be 
the  most  material  one,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  'it  gives  to 
lalga  veaedb  many  important  advantages*  A  ship,  thus  for* 
tified  widi  cross  bulk-heads,  may  strike  on  a  rock  and  yet 
sustain  no  secioas  injury ;  a  leak  sprin^ng  in  'mie  division  of 
tlie  hold  will  not  be  attended  ^viih  any  damage  to  the  artidet 
placed  in  another :  and  by  the  ship  being  thus  so  well  bound 
-together,  she  is  firm  and  strong  mough  to  sustain  a  more  than 
ordinary  shock.  It  is  we1  M:  n  <  >  wn  to  seamen,  tliat  when  a  large 
ship  strikes  the  ground,  the  lirht  indication  of  her  falling  in  pieces 
h  when  the  cdijes  of  the  deeks  heo^n  to  part  from  the  r^idcs  ;  but 
this  .separation  ean  never  happen  when  the  sides  and  the  deck 
are  firmly  bound  together  by  cross  iMilk-hcads.  In  fact,  tliis  old 
Chinese  invention  is  now  on  trial  in  the  liriiish  navy,  as  a  new 
experiment.  Other  sciiemes  have  likewise  been  proposed  in 
this  country  tor  propelling  ships  m  a  calm,  by  large  scullers, 
by  water  wheels  placed  at  the  sides  or  through  the  bottom. 
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god  by  various  other  modes  ;  all  of  which,  though  taking  the 
*      Hfune  of  Inventions^  hare  been  in  conimoa  use  among  the 
C^ese  for  more  than  two  thousand  j  ears.- 

The  annexed  print  will  convey  a  tolerably  good  idea  vi' 
such-  Cochincliinese  craft  m  frequeated  that  branch  of  the 
river  Fai-foo  wbtcb  fell  into  Turon  bay.- 

Although  the  present  King  of  this  country  has  to  a  ceftahi 
degree  iHukeii  llie  fetters  of  custom,  as  tar  as  regards  the 
construction  of  ships  of  war,  yet^  in  doing  tins,  lie  has  iiol 
been  uuniiiidful  of  popular  prejudice  whicli,  in  Asiatic 
countries  in  particular  where  they  are  ^hoUy  guided  by 
opinion,  is  stamped  with  a  character  too  sacred  to  be  torn 
up  at  once-  by  tlie-  roots-    Out  of  deferenoe  to  tliis  pre> 

'  judicc,  be-  caused  tliat  pait  only  of  the  liall  or  body  of 
the  vessel  to  be  altered  whidi  is  iinmeEsed  in  the  water; 
an  tihe  upper  works,  t2ie  masts,  saihr  and  *  rigging,  re- 
maining Cochinchinese.  Indeed  it  may  be  questioned  if  the 
pliant  bambooj  whidi  ftnns  sO'  material  a'  part  of  the  upper 
works  of  their'Teflseb,  ecnild  be  disidaced  wi^  any  advanteg^ 
fay  solid  timbe«|-  tban  wbicb  b  more  l^ht-  and  equally 
strong.   It  is  impoBRble  not  to  admire  die  good  sense  of  this 

*  wise  and  active  Prince  who,  in  steering  this  middle  path,  ob- 
tained a  real  advantage  iritliout  inliodiicmg  any  visible  change. 

Of  tenacity  to  ancient  custom  a  cnrious  instance  ap> 
peared'on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  of  Japan,  when  the  Dutch. 
I     earned  to  this  Sovereign  from  Batavia,  a  few  years  ago, 
«mong-other  piesents,  the  model  of  »8bip  of  war*  The  Am* 

XT. 
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bassador  happening  to  obscnc  the  Euijjcror  casting  liis  eye 
upon  this  model,  and  conceiving  the  occasion  might,  be 
tuined  Lo  the  ;intii!4f  al"  his  employers,  ventured  to  make 
a  pi(i]>()s;il  lor  sciuljni;  to  Jnjinn  a  niitnlKT  of  pro^xir  artillccrs 
from  llulJand,  t'oi- the  [)ur])o;-(;  al'  msliiK  linsr  his  subjects  in 
the  aiL  of  ship-lniihiiag,  according  to  tlie  practice  of  Jiurope. 
The  Emperor  tlcaired  lie  might  be  asked  how  long  his  coun- 
ti  vnit-n  had  been  acquainted  with  the  art  of  consli  acting 
ships  on  the  model  he  had  brought.  Tlie  Ambassador  re- 
pUcd,  about  three  hmidred  years.  "  Tell  him,"  says  tlie 
Jimperor,  "  that  my  people  have  built  such  ships  as  he  sees 
"  floating  in  my  harboiixs  for  as  many  tbousand  years,  and 
that  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  anj  complaiate  against  thdr 
utility.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  pay  so  ill  a  compliment  to 
myself  or  to  my  people,  as  to  Iky  aside  the  test  of  ages  for 
«*  an  invention  of  yesterday.  The  Dutch  ships  may  suit  the 
"  Butch,  but  not  the  Japanese.  Tell  him,  >therelbce,  I 
«  would  advise  him  to  take  back  this  part  of  his  present." 

The  Cochinchinese  having  efibctoally  preserved  the  written 
diaracters  of  tjie  Chinese  language,  we  found  no  difficulty  in 
commumcaling  with  them  on  all  subjects,  fhnmgh  thjs  me- 
dium, by  our  Chinese  priests.  The  spoken  language,^iow« 
ever,  has  undergone  a  very  considerable  change,  which  isShe 
less  surprizipg,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  and  southt^ 
provinces  of  China  are  unintelligible  to  each  other;  bu 
tilough  it  has  been  altered,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  re^. 
ceived  any  improvement,  neither  from  additions  of  their 
own,  nor  from  the  i»trod  notion  of  foreign  words.    By  a  com- 
parisoq:  of  th^  short  catalogue  of  Chinese  words,  which  Z . 
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iiave  £^ve^  in  another  work,  vith  tlieir  synonyms  in  the 
Cochinchinese  language,  an  idea  may  be  collected  how  lar 
the  two  spoken  languages  resemble  or  differ  from  each 
other. 
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The  Earth, 

tee. 

dia. 

The  Air, 

kee. 

bloei. 

Fire, 

hOr 

whoa. 

The  Sea,. 

hai,. 

be. 

A  River, 

ho^ 

jeang. 

A  Mountain, 

shan. 

noui. 

jce-to. 

fmat  bloei. 

llie  Sniir 

leye  of  heaven. 

The  Moon, 

yu6. 

blang. 

The  Stars,. 

sing. 

sao. 

The  Qouds, 

yun. 

moo. 

Thunder, 

luie. 

no-sang 

Li^tning^. 

shan-tein, 

choap,. 

Tbe  Wind,. 

ftmg, 

jco. 

The  Day, 

jee  or  tien, 

n^. 

The  Night, 

ye  or  van^hang,  teng. 

The  Sky  or  Heaven, 

tien. 

tien. 

The  East, 

tung. 

dpo. 

West, 

see. 

tai. 

North,. 

pee^. 

pak. 

South, 

nan,. 

nang, 

«  Man, 

jin. 

dan<^. 

Woman, 

fi)o*gm, 

dan-ba. 
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ENGLISH.  CHINSSK.  COCHIKCBIKEflfi* 


A  Quadriped* 

flhook 

kang. 

A  Bird, 

dung. 

A  Fish, 

eu. 

ka. 

A  Tree, 

shoo, 

kai. 

A  JVuit, 

ko-tse, 

blai. 

A  Flower, 

A\  ha, 

wba. 

A  Stone, 

shee. 

ta. 

Gold, 

tchin. 

whang. 

Silver, 

in-tse 

bak. 

Cop|>er, 

tung. 

tow. 

Lead, 

yuen, 

chee. 

Iron, 

ti6. 

ti^. 

llie  Head, 

too, 

too. 

The  Hand, 

shoo. 

tai. 

The  Heart, 

sin, 

blai. 

The  Foot, 

tchiau. 

tchen. 

The  Face, 

mien. 

mien. 

The  £ye«. 

yeii«shiDg, 

mat 

TbeEuB, 

eul-to. 

taL 

An  Ox, 

niei]. 

bo. 

A  Hone, 

ma. 

ma. 

An  Am, 

loo-tse 

looa. 

ABogt 

kloon. 

koo. 

A  Sheep,  • 

duen. 

AC8t» 

miaii. 

miao. 

A  Stag, 

8haii4oo^ 

hoo. 

A  Pig^n, 

koo-tse, 

bo-kau 

AnEg^ 

kee*taa, 

te-lmig; 

AGooae^ 

goo. 

ngoo. 
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EKOIiIftH.  CHINESE.  COCHKKCEIVESB. 


Oil, 

yeo. 

taw. 

Rice, 

gao. 

Vinegar, 

tsoo. 

Salt, 

yen, 

muoi. 

Silk, 

tsoo. 

looa. 

Cotton, 

inieu-wha. 

baoLi. 

Sugar, 

tung, 

dung. 

A  House, 

shia. 

An. 

A  Temple, 

miuu, 

bhooa. 

A  Bed, 

Ichuang, 

tchuang. 

A  Door, 

men. 

pan. 

A  Knife, 

tau, 

liau. 

A  Plough, 

lee. 

kai. 

An  Anchor, 

raau, 

dan. 

A  Slup, 

tchuan. 

-  tau. 

Money, 

tsien, 

lien. 

One, 

mot 

Two, 

Hi* 

hai. 

Three, 

san. 

teng. 

Four, 

800> 

bon. 

Wive, 

ou. 

lang. 

1Six» 

lea. 

lak. 

Seven, 

tehee, 

Ini. 

tang. 

Nine, 

tcfaeu. 

chin. 

Ten, 

3hee, 

taap. 

Steven,  ' 

shce-yc, 

moei-mot. 

Twelve^ 

shee-ul, 

moei-hai. 

Twenty, 

ul-shee. 

hai-moei. 
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COCRUfCBtKfiSE. 

teDg-moei. 
teng-moei-mot 
^ng-moeUmi.. 
klang. 
sgkin.. 
muon.. 

It  may  be  observed,  that  the  Cochinchincse  hare  intio- 
(luced  the  consonants  Dy  and  K,  which  they  pronouiioe 
without  the  least  difficulty,  bat  a  Chinese  cannot,  by  any  ex- 
ertioR,  articulate  a  syllable  into  which  one  of  these  enters.  In 
the  construction  of  phrases  there  is  also  a  considerable  diflfeience- 
between  the  two  languages.  Informing  the  plural  of  thepenonaL 
pronouns,  the  Chinese  make  use  of  the  syllable  muen,  ma»y»  as,, 

J,      thou»    he.  . 

iigo-muen,    ne-mucn,  fa-mnen^ 
we,  ye,  they. 

But  the  Cochincliinese  employ  tlic  syllable  cAung,  aUf.  as>. 

r 

twttf.       baiy  no, 
I,      thou,  he. 

chvng-tooi,  ckung^haif  ckuag'HOi 

we,           ye,  they.  • 

■ 

I 
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Thirty,  san-shee, 
Thirty-one,  san-shee-ye. 
Thirty-two,  san-shee-ul, 
One  hundred,  pe. 
One  thousand,  tsieo,. 
Ten  thousand,  Tail, 
One  hundred  thousand,  shee-ran,. 
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To  lliese  people  we  tound  less  difficulty  in  making  our- 
selves intelligible  than  we  had  to  encounter  111  our  future  inter- 
coursn  with  the  gi'ave  and  solemn  Chinese,  wliose  iiignity 
would  Ijc  thought  to  suffer  debasement  by  their  condescending 
to  employ  the  pencil  iu  delineating  objects,  notwithstanding 
its  alliance  with  their  mode  of  writing;  or  by  attempt- 
ing to  indicate,  by  signs  and  gestures,  sudi  Idess  as  are 
capable  of  being  interchanged  without  the  aid  of  language. 
This  was  by  no  means  the  case  with  the  Cochincbinese.  who 
always  semed  anxious  to  enter  into  our  Tiew8»  And  to  £unli« 
tate  a  mutual  undentanding.  Hkmsc  Chinese,  howerer,  who 
traffic  with  or  engage  as  servants  to  Europeans  at  Canton, 
are  as  ready,  as  ingenious,  and  as  fertile  in  inventbns  for 
making  themselim  intelligible  to  l^eir  employers,  and  in 
meeting  the  ideas  of  those  whom  it  is  fhdr  interest  to  please, 
as  any  other  people  possibly  can  be.  A  C^ptaiu)  toe  ta>- 
stance,  of  one  of  the  East  India  Company's  ships  pointing 
one  day  at  table  towards  a  dish,  whidi  he  supposed  to  be 
bashed  duck,  desired  his  Chinese  servant,  who  had  only 
learned  a  httle  of  the  jargon  which  this  description  of  persons 
are  usually  taught  by  their  masters,  to  ii:el  him  some  of  the 
quaaJc-quaak.  The  servant,  having  looked  at  the  dish,  shook 
his  head  and,  by  way  of  correcting^  his  master's  mistalce,  ob- 
sen^ed  significantly  that  it  was  not  f^iuuik-qnaak,  Init  Ima-zc^otr^ 
the  dish  happening  to  be  a  preparation  of  dog  in^ttead  of 
duck. 


Tt  is  scarcrlv  necessary  to  observe  that  the  religion  of  the 
Cocbinchincsc,  hke  ttiat  of  almost  ail  the  Oiiental  nations,  is 
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a  iiKxlillcaiion  of  the  widely  extended  doctrine  of  Budhcy. 
appeaiuig,  however,  from  the  little  ye  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  m  to  the  devotional  part-,  more  simple  and  less  Uis- 
irui-ed  ^\  itli  the  mysteries  and  machinery  of  oracular  worship 
than  that  which  In  practiiied  pf>pulurly  in  China.    From  a 
sentinn  lit  of  Li'atitiide  to  the  benevolent  and  bountiful  spirit, 
tlie  Cochiachinese,  like  the  Jew*  of  old,  manifest  their  piety 
by  offering  to  the  image  of  tlie  protecting  deity  the  firstlings 
of  their  living  flocks  and  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth.    The  first 
ears  of  ricCi  the  lir;>l  ripe  auL  of  tlie  areca,  the  first  cup  of 
sugar,  or  ^^rlialever  the  natme  of  the-  produce  may  be,  is 
taken  to  thfi  shiine  winch  coataiiu  the  sacred  image,  and  is 
tlion  deposited  irith  becoming  Fev«reiice,  as  an-  batnlite 
acknowledgment  of  die  divine  goodness.    I  wa»  modi 
gratified  in  the  opportunity  of  being  present  at  an  ofiering  of 
this  nature.  Jjanding  irom-eur  boat  one  serene  evening,  in 
a  little  cove  on.thc  northern  shore-  of  Tufon  bay,  I  observed 
a  person  in  a  long  ydlowish  ooloHred'  robe  reacbtng'  to  the 
groundt  bi»  head  bartf  and  dosely-  shaved,  marching  witb  « 
kind  of  measured  stop  towards  a  laigp  spreading  tree,  and 
loUowed  by  a.few  of  the  peasantry.   On  airiving  at  the  &ot 
of  the  tree  they  all  b^ted.    Just  at  the  head  of  the  inaia 
trunk  (for  it  was  a  si>ecies  of  Fku$  ItuUca  or  Banyan  tttiti 
called  Dca  in  Cochinchina,  whose  branches-  take  root  and 
become  stems)  I  obsen^ed  a  large  cage  of  latticed  work,  with 
a  pair  of  folding  doors,  fixed  between  two  boughs,  and  partly 
hidden  by  the  foliage.  Within  was  a  wooden  figure  of  Budha  of 
Fo,  of  the  same  corpulent  shai>e  and  in  the  usual  sitting  pos- 
ture as  he  is  represented  in  the  temples  of  China.  A  littia 
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boy  attending  on  the  priest  stood  close  before  him  with  a 
burning  coul  on  a  brazen  dish.  One  of  the  peasants  canied 
a  ladder  of  bamboo,  which  he  placed  againat  the  tree ;  and 
another  mounting  it  deposited  ia  the  cage,  before  the  idql, 
two  basons  of  rice,  a  cup  of  sugar,  and  one  of  salt.  The 
priest  in  the  mean  time,  with  arms  extended  and  eyes  turned 
towards  Iieavcn,  muttered  somethhin^  in  a  low  tone  of  voice, 
when  the  man  who  had  carried  the  ladder  I'cU  oe.  his  knees 
•  and  nine  times  prostrated  his  body  on  the  grouufi,  according 

to  tlie  custom  ol  tlie  Chinese.  Several  women  and  cinldreu 
remamed  at  a  distance,  ns  it'  IbrbuUien  to  approach  loo  near; 
though,  as  priestciiscs  arc  said  to  be  connnon  in  t  his  country, 
it  is  not  probable  there  was  any  restriction  on  account  of 
the  sex. 

That  the  ladder  was  the  pro|)erty  of  the  priest,  and  that  at 
a  suitable  time  he  would  take  care  to  remove  the  sacred  de- 
posit and  appropriate  the  otiermg  to  liis  own  u:»e,  like  the 
priests  of  the  idol  Bel  in  times  of  old,  as  related  in  the 
apocryphal  writiogs,  there  is  little  room  for  doubting ;  but 
tiie  oflfering  vnt  not,  on  that  acGoantt  less  a  tokeo  of  the 
piety  and  gratitude  of  him  who  made  it.  And  although  it 
miglit  have  been  moie  dignified,  on  the  part  of  the  priest,  to 
take  his  due  fiurly  and  openly,  yet  there  are  not  perhaps  any 
dass  of  men  who  are  better  entitled  to  a  remuneration  for 
dieir  services  than  those  whose  time  is  oocnpied  in  keeping 
alnre  the  duties  of  religion.  At  all  times  and  in  all  nations 
the  disposal  of  the  first  fruits  seems  to  have  been  vested  in 
the  hands  of  the  priests.  From  sacred  history  it  dearly  appears 
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to  have  foriiH  (!  a  part  of  the  Jewish  dispense!  I  ion  ;  and  we- 
are  informed  by  Pliny  tliat  no  one  ever  thought  of  tasting  new 
fruits  or  new  wine  until  the  pi-iests  liad  first  performed  the 
costomarj  Uhaiiom—Ac  ne  degustabant  quidem  nm)at.fimg» 
out  wna  mtequam  sac^doies  primitia*  tibaueni. 

On  the  skirts  of  every  httle  grove  of  trees  near  Turon  bay 
small  lx)x(  s  of  wood  or  baskets  of  wicker  work  were  either 
suspended  tVoni  or  fixctl  ;mioii<i;  the  branrlics.  some  containing 
iinaiirs  iikuIo  ot  x  arioiis  niatci  ials,  and  others  j)aintod  or  jiildcd 
pajjer  cut  into  ditfereiit  shapes,  inscriptions  on  s»lip.s  of  wood 
in  the  Chinese  character,  and  many  other  indications  of  their 
sacred  destination.  Trees,  in  fact,  appear  to  iiave  been 
anionic  t';  lunt  of  temples  that  were  consecrated  ttj  the 
deities.  I  o  man,  but  little  advaiu  tNl  beyond  a  state  of  na- 
ture, the  urandejii  objects  that  preheat  themselves  aic  those 
most  likely  to  arrest  his  adoration.  Sue  h  on  the  plains  arc 
trees  of  venerable  antitpiily,  and  on  the  mountains  their  hiirh 
peaked  summits  of  solid  rock.  But  man,  more  vam  and  am- 
bitioos  in  proportion  as  he  became  more  civilized,  conceiv  cd 
a  Babd  wlKNie  sumoiit  sboukl  reach  to  the  skies.  The  most 
sumptnous  and  magnificent  temples  were  consecrated  to  the 
deity  by  most  of  the  polished  nations  of  antiquity,  and 
this  practioe  has  universally  been  adopted  by  the  profeaaois 
of  Christianity ;  but  tlie  Chinese  and  their  neighbours  difler 
in  their  opinions  on  tliis  subj(;ct,  as  on  most  othen,  from  the 
iHt  of  mankind.  They  ate  content  to  worship 

**  "       that  Spirit  that  does  prrfrr 

Before  ail  temples  the  uptight  hcAxi  anj  pure,** 
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in  all  places  and  under  aR  drcumttaoces.  A  little  casket 
not  laiger  than  a  snuff-box  ft<  (lucnlly  enshrines  a  ikvoorite 

divinity.  Solitary  devotion,  it  is  tnu  ,  n>«iuiix>s  not  the  space 
that  h  iieccssiry  for  congregatioaal  wocahip.  A  tutc^lar  deity 
may  be  placed  in  any  oomer  of  the  house,  or  carried  about 
in  &e  pocket. 

The  Cochinchinese  are  extremely  superstitious,  and  tlieir 
devotional  exercises,  like  those  of  the  Chinese,  are  more  fre-* 
quently  porformed  witli  the  view  of  avt-rtiiig  nn  ideal  evil 
than  with  the  liopc  ol  acqmrini;  a  positive  aood  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  evil  spirit  is  more  tlrcadetl  Uiaii  the  good  one 
revered.  In  Yariou.s  part?  r>f  llie  country  are  large  wooden 
stakes  or  j)illars  erected,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  marking 
the  sjiot  where  some  gi-eat  calamity  either  of  a  public  or  a 
private  nature  may  have  happened,  as  the  Idss  ol  a  battle, 
the  uiurder  of  an  inili\idnal,  or  other  uufortunate  event, 
but  as  ii  propitiation  to  tliL  cvii  spirit  by  whose  influenre  it  is 
supposed  to  have  been  occasioned.  JSo  also  when  an  nilkat 
dies,  the  parents  are  supposed  to  have  incurred  the  displeasure 
of  some  malignant  spirit,  which  they  endeavour  to  appease  by 
offerings  of  lice,  oil,  tea,  money,  or  whatever  tbey  may 
ima^ne  to  be  the  moat  acceptable  to  the  angiy  divinity. 
IPfom  such  sentiments  one  may  venture  to  hope  that  tlie 
lionid  practice  of  infimtidde  is  not  among  the  bad  customs 
*  they  hare  retained  of  the  Chinese. 

Beside  the  spontaneous  ofl^ngs  whidi  individuals  conceive 
it  necessary  to  make  on  various  occasions,  it  seems  tiiat  a 
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yearly  contribution,  levied  by  govennnent,  is  paid  for  the 
support  of  a  {'crtaiii  number  of  monasteries,  in  which  the 
priests  invoke  the  deity  for  the  public  wel&re.  This  ooDtri* 
bution  consists  of  prodace  in  kind,  es  rice,  fruits,  sugar, 
areca  nut,  and  other  articles ;  in  lieu  of  which,  in  towns,  are 
cdlected  money,  metals,  dottiing,  and  such  like.  The 
priests  here,  as  in  China,  are  considered  to  be  the  best  phy- 
sicians ;  but  their  art  lies  more  in  charms  and  fiucinationa 
than  in  the  judicious  application  of  sanatiJt^e  dnigk 

It  may  be  inferred  that  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
Cochinrhinese  jrovcnuurnl  are  the  same  as  tlioac  of  China; 
that  they  have  the  same  laws  and  the  same  modes  of  punish- 
ment :  but  on  this  subject  1  ma  unable  to  communicate  any 
information.  In  the  open  bnildins;  adjoining  that  where  tlio 
ruling  Mandurin  resided  \\c  saw  l)oth  the  Tcha  and  the 
Van-tsS  (the  canguc  and  the  iiauiUx)) ;  but  whetlier  the  ex- 
ecution ol  the  laws  are  here  U  ss  rigidly  attended  toy  or  the 
morals  of  the  people  less  corrupt,  than  in  China,  I  will  not 
pretend  to  say :  it  may  be  observed,  however,  tliat  not  a 
single  punishment  of  any  descriptioa  occurred  to  our  notice, 
irfaeneas  in  Ouoa  we  scarcely  ever  passed  a*  town  or  village 
in  wKid)  our  eyes  were  not  ofiended  at  llie  si^t  ci  tho 
cangue,  or  the  ears  assailed  with  the  cries  of  peiBons  suffering 
under  the  stroke  of  the  bamboo.  There,  indeed,  the 
darins,  however  coirapt  and  debauched  in  private  life,  assume 
in  public  an  austerity  of  conduct,  which  gives  a  sanction  to 
their  corrections ;  but  a  Mandarin  of  Cochinchina»  who 
openly  violates  the  rules  of  decorum,  and  sets  in  his  own 
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person  the  example  of  levity  and  lioentiouBDess,  coald  but 
yrith  a  very  bad  grace  direct  and  superintend  the  puniahment 
of  another  less  guilty  than  himself.  At  all  events,  the  spirit  of 
ihe  people  of  TVoon  did  not  appear  to  suffer  any  depression 
fiam  a  too  seveie  exerdae  of  the  hand  of  power. 
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CHAP.  XL 

ADTAFTAGBS  OF  A  COMUBRCIAt  IVTBRCOITllSB  WITH 

COCUINCUINA. 

Pgrtinsula  and  Harbmr  sf  Turcn — Vi^s  ef  Frame  in  desiring  the  Cession 
of  it — Importance  of  to  Great  Britain^  particularly  in  ils  Commerce  with 
Chma—Coehiiuhbuu  Fnduetms  Jlr  Lxport~~M«dt  ^  uUMmig  am. 
hOtrmruviithiiit  Natim  Otgii^smti^mMaitnttHiig^^bmaaeJ^i^ 

tSM  tWUlg  19  t/  c  HI  Conduct  of  Europeans — An  exira-irdinarf  butanee  sf 
Crvdty-^fnnese  Trade  to  New  Holland — Superior  Advantages  restdiing 
from  their  early  Knowledge  of  the  Compass — An  Objection  to  its  An- 
tiquity  ar.s-dxredf—'An  OftttMg  for  Great  Britain  /p  revive  the  Trade  of 
Cocbtruhtna, 

I^BB  Sbhop  AdxBn,  in  negpdating  the  treaty  between 
Louis  XVI.  and  the  King  of  Cochinchina,  has  clearly  shewn 
that,  however  great  his  attachment  might  be  to  the  latter,  he 
was  not  at  the  same  time  by  any  means  unmindinl  of.  the  in- 
terests of  the  former.  The  terms  of  this  treaty  also  prove  that, 
by  fixing  on  the  peninsula  of  THiron  as  the  cession  to  be  made 
to  France,  the  good  Bishop  had  not  been  inattentive  to  the 
companMive  merits  of  the  local  advantages  which  the  coast 
of  Codiinchina  possessed.  He  seems  to  have  <  he^  well 
aware  that  if  France  was  once  pcnnitted  to  occupy  this  neck 
of  land,  she  would  thereby  be  enabled  to  secure  to- herself  a 
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permanent  cstablishmt  nt  in  the  East.  In  fact,  the  peninsular 
promontory  of  'l  urou  (or  Ilan^an)  is  to  Cochinrhina  what 
Gibraltar  is  to  Spain  ;  ^\Ilh  this  dilirn  :u(>  in  {'avour  of  tlir 
former  that,  to  its  iuuM'egnabilit y,  it  avhis  ihi-  very  important 
advantaoc  of  a  convenient  port  and  liarl)our,  securely  shel- 
tered from  all  winds  and  at  a.11  seasons  oi"  the  year,  po^^^ossincr 
every  requisite  for  a  grand  na\  al  station,  where  sliips  can  at 
all  times  retresh  and  refit,  am!  \\  here  abundant  rilb  of  Hear 
fresh  water  ferliJizc  the  lUHnerous  vallies  A\lu(  h  open  upon 
the  shores  of  the  bay.  Near  u  small  islanil,  connected  with 
the  peninsula  by  a  neck  of  land  which  is  uncovered  at  low 
water,  ships  of  any  magnitude  might  conveniently  be  hove 
down  and  careened ;  and  op|>osite  to  it,  on  the  peninsula,  is 
a  sufficient  extent  of  level  surface  for  a  small  town,  with  a 
naval  arsenal,  and  magaziaes  of  everj  description  :  the  u  hole 
capable  of  being  rendered  p^rfisctly  defensible  by  a  handful 
^men*. 

A  sma]!  isliuid  called  Callao^  sttuaitcd  at  the  distance  of  about 
thirty  miles  to  the  southward  of  Turon  hay,  was  also  included  - 
in  the  territory  to  be  ceded.  Thia^  island  completely  com- ; 
mands  the  entrance  of  the  main  branch  of  the  river  on  which 
Ft^-foot  the  ancient  mart  for  foreign  commerce,  is  situated  i 
and  b  completely  inaccessible  on  every  side  but  that  which 
fiioes  the  mouth  of  this  river.  Here  a  small  but  a  fertile  and 
well-watered  valley  opens  upon  a  bay,  wherein  ships  of  any 
wse  may  he  at, anchor  in  perfect  security. 

The  views  of  France  in  fixing  upon  this  part  of  the  coast, 
which  are  obvious  mdeed  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  above- 
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mentioned  treaty,  were  r  \  idently  directed  to  the  huildinfr  and 
equipment  of  a  naval  iorre  that  should  one  diiy  overawe  our 
tenitorial  posBCssion«?  in  ilie  East;  and  it  is  by  no  means  cer- 
tain that  the  attenij)t  w  iW  not  he  renewed,  and  that  Imperial 
France  may  not  aeeoniplibii  what  Monarchicfil  I'rance  had 
onl}'  in  conl)  niplation.  Their  complete  cxclusioii  from  the 
coasts  of  HiuUost.m  will  render  that  of  Cochinchina  the  more 
inviting,  esperirdly  as  tVoni  this  station  o\n-  valuable  trade  to 
Cliinu,  as  well  a^  our  possessions  in  India,  may  most  ef- 
fectually be  injuri  d  and  annoyed.  But  independent  of  ihc 
mischief  which  the  possession  of  this  place  might  enable  an 
active  enemy  to  meditate  against  our  concerns  in  the  East, 
the  advantages,  on  the  other  hand,  which  it  holds  out  to  our 
naval  and  commercial  interests  in  this  part  of  llie  world 
ought  alone  to  entitle  it  to  a  higher  degree  of  ccmudem- 
lion  than  has  yet  been  bestowed  on  it  I  would  not 
here  be  understood  as  speaking  of  this  port  of  CochincliiBa 
in  a  colonial  or  territorial  pmnt  of  view.  We  may  perhaps 
already  possess  as  many  colonies  as  we  can  well  maintain, 
and  as  much  territory  as  is  rendered  usefid  to  the  state;. but 
we  never  can  have  too  many  p<»nts  of  security  for  our  com- 
merce, nor  too  many  places  of  convenience  and  acoommodap 
tion  for  our  shipping.  To  dwell  upon  the  necessity  of  keep> 
ing  up  oar  commerce,  and  the  policy  of  adding  feciiities  to 
the  distribution  of  the  fruits  of  our  productive  industry, 
would  be  wholly  superfluous.  'J^he  lass  of  commerce  must 
inevitably  he  I'ollowed  by  the  loss  of  that  rank  which  England 
at  present  holds  in  the  scale  of  nations.  Fnince,  having  a 
larger  territory  in  proportion  to  its  population,  perhaps  gene- 
rally speaking,  a  more  fevourable  climate,  a  more  fertile  soil*  * 


Digitized  by  Google 


COCHINCHINA.  337 

and  more  varied  produrtKJiis,  mwy  he  excused  wiion  she  af- 
fects to  (lcsj)isc  Ibrriu;!!  conuiieice,  and  to  speak  v,  it!i  conleiiipt 
of  tht^  nation  who  depemls  solely  on  its  support.  The 
miseries,  the  nusf'ortunes,  and  the  devastations,  however  oc- 
casioned ill  such  a  country,  uiay  certainly  rtpairc<i  witliout 
the  aid  ol  foreiirii  ( oiuinerce.  But  this  is  not  the  case  with 
regard  to  England,  ^\'c  need  only  cast  a  sjlance  at  the 
articles  with  which  the  numerous  large  and  weil-slocUpd  shops 
and  warehouses  in  the  (  aj)ital  are  stored,  at  the  nmlJi>u(J»  s  of 
shipping  which  frv(|nent  <nn- {xmIs,  to  make  it  obvious  tliat  the 
national  industry  is  more  em[)luyed,  and  conseciuenlly  more 
productive,  in  iiianvdacturing  the  raw  material  of  foreign  growth 
than  in  raiiinii^  such  as  arc  congenial  with  our  own  climate  and 
8(h1.  From  Tyburn  turnpike  Of  from  Hyde  Pack  Comer  to 
Whitechapel  almost  every  home  is  a  shop  or  a  varehoose, 
and  two  thirds  at  least  of  these  shops  and  warehouses  are 
stored  with  articles  of  foreign  grovrth.  Any  dieck,  thereibre» 
to  our  commercial  prosperity,  and  to  that  preponderancy 
which  we  now  enjoy  in  fordgn  trad^  could  not  fail  to 
be  attended  with  the  most  injurious  consequences  to  the 
country  at  large.  In  feet,  having  advanced  perha{».  a  little 
too  far  in  this  career  to  retreat  with  safety*  ev«ry  exertion 
must  now  be  made  to  hdd  our  own,  to  give  protection  and 
pomanent  security  to  that  coouneice  which  has  hitherto  en- 
abled us  to  measure  oor  strength  with  an  enemy  as  implacable 
as  he  is  powerful.  It  may  be  neoessaxy  even  that  the  paws  of 
the  British  Lion  should  yet  be  extended — that  they  should 
grasp  ex'ery  point  which  may  add  to  the  security  of  what  British 
valour  and  the  industrious  and  adventurous  spirit  of  the 
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British  nation  have  acquired  and  amicxcd  to  lier  original 
dominions. 

But  beside  il.e  sernrity  wliidi,  on  the  onr  hand,  tiic  jx)'^- 
session  oftiic  strong  peninsuhi  ol'  luron  would  atiujd  to  our 
vuhiablc  fleet**  employed  in  the  China  trade  and,  on  the 
other,  the  antiujaucc  iL  could  not  ]'ai!  to  give  us  if  in  the 
hands  ot"  an  active  and  cntet  prizing  enemy,  the  iiiiportauL 
advaiitaues  which  would  result  to  our  ludiau  eouuacrco  by 
having  III  this  part  of  the  world  a  secure  harbour,  where 
water  and  cveiy  kind  of  refreshment  may  be  procured,  are 
not  lightly  to  be  appreciated.  CmisiderBd  m  this  point  of 
view  only,  if  the  management  of  our  Cbioa  ships  was  less 
dexterous  and  the  means  of  preserving  tiie  health  of  the 
crews  less  efficacious  than  they  really  are,  the  having  of  such 
a  port  to  resort  to,  in  the  event  of  a  ship  being  too  late  in  the 
season  and  caught  by  the  adverse  monsoon,  which  sometimes 
happens,  would  be  an  Invaluable  acquisition.  Many  other 
consideiatioDS  might  be  urged  in  favour  of  ^tablishiog  an 
intercourse  with  Cochinchina,  but  I  shall  at  present  confine 
the  few  observations  I  have  to  make  to  a  brief  view  of 
those  advantages  which  tlie  East  India  Company  would  de- 
rive in  their  commercial  concerns  with  China,  by  establishing 
a  factory  on  the  peninsula  of  Turon  bay. 

'rimt  the  China  trade  is  the  most  important  and  the  most 
advantageous  of  the  Company's  extensive  concerns  is,  1  be- 
lieve, nnivcreally  admitted;  and  that  it  is  worthy  of  high 
comideradon  in  a  national  point  of  view  icquiies  but  httle 
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proof.  It  employs  direct  iVoiii  England  20,000  tons  of  sliip- 
ping,  and  nearly  three  tlKjusand  seamen ;  it  taken  off  otir 
woollen  inamifactun:<  and  other  produeLiuns  to  a  \crv  eon- 
sidcrable  c.vtcnt ;  and  it  brings  into  the  Exeheijuer  an  annual 
revenue  of  about  three  millions  sterling.  It  is  the  grand  prop 
of  the  East  India  Company's  credit,  and  the  only  branch  of 
their  trade  from  ivhidi  perhaps  they  may  strictly  be  said  to 
derive  a  real  profit.  Hie  reason  of  these  superior  advantages 
is  pretty  obvious.  To  India  the  Company  trade  as  sore' 
reigns ;  to  China  as  merchants.  Yet  it  is  unquestionably  true 
that  the  balance  of  the  trade  between  England  and  China  is 
greatly  in  favour  of  the  latter,  and  that  tliis  balance  is  drawn 
fiom  the  former  in  liard  money  to  the  amount  of  about  half  a 
million  stalling  annually.  The  bullion,  however,  thus  sent  out 
for  the  purchase  <^  teas  is  converted  into  a  productive  ca[Mta], 
and  has  hitherto  been  replaced  with  large  profit  by  the  con^ 
tinental^nations  of  Europe.  There  is  besides  a  very  consider- 
able trade  carried  on  by  liritish  subjects  between  India  and 
China,  the  balance  of  Avhich  is  nearly  as  much  agjiinst  thc^ 
!  u  M-  as  in  the  Other  case  it  is  in  its  favour  against  England. 
With  Europe  'm  emeral  the  balance  of  trade  remains,  how- 
eveVy  greatly  in  favour  of  China ;  and  the  Spanish  dollars 
which  arc  carried  thither  f  1  [  ly  this  balance  are  never  again 
returned  into  circvdatioo,  but,  being  converted  into  a  \w\v 
and  totally  different  shape  r^-ninin  locked  up  in  the  country. 
In  all  despot  if*  irovernmenis,  where  the  hnvs  arc  not  snl^icicnt 
for  the  protection  and  sermiiy  of  jyrojuM  t  v ,  l.xiul  aii  l  houses 
are  ronsidcred  of  a  natiue  too  tangible  to  represent  weallh. 
'I  i:e  (M>|Oct  of  every  oiu-  v,  ho'.e  revenues  exceed  his  <\x]M'nees 
m  to  secure  the  greatest  possible  value  in  tiic  least  possible 
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space,  which  in  the  evil  day  can  most  conyeniaitly  be  con- 
cealed. In  such  countries  the  profits  upon  trade  are  usually 
hoardetl  up  in  the  precious  metals.  Such,  I  believe,  is  pretty 
much  the  case  in  Tndin,  and  still  more  so  in  China  :  the 
latter  may  therefore  l}e  considered  as  a  perpetual  sinking  fund 
for  J&uro|>ean  specie. 

This  annual  drain  oi  iuud  money  to  China  is  of  the  less 
consequence  to  us,  so  long  as,  by  our  .svi[)j)lyiiig  the  contment 
of  Europe  willi  a  considerable  pai  t  of  the  return  cargoes,  with 
our  manufactures,  and  the  produce  of  our  colonies,  the  metal» 
which  are  lUm  oui  of  the  mines  of  Potosi  siiall  uhiiuaielv  find 
their  way  up  the  'riiatnes  ;  or,  in  other  words,  so  long  as  the 
gt^neral  balance  ot  trade  of  the  whole  world  bhall  icmttm  mlavour 
of  Enghuid.    Notwithstanding,  however,  this  may  be  the  case 
at  present,  it  would  still  be  a  desirable  object  to  accomplish 
an  cqualuntion  of  the  trade  between  this  country  and  China, 
and  thereby  put  a  stop  to  the  annual  drain  of  specie  required 
by  llie  latter.    An  intimate  connection  with  Cocfaitic^na 
wouM>  in  my  opinion,  go  a  <^reat  way  towards  eflfecting  this 
object.  Tliis  country  furnishes  many  valuable  articles  suit- 
able for  the  Cliina  market,  and  would  open  anew  and  very 
considerable  yent  for  many  of  our  manufactures;  and  its 
situation  in  the  direct  loute  from  England  to  China  is  an  un- 
ezoeptionaUe  consideration.    The  forests  of  Codiinchina 
produce,  for  instance,  a  variety  of  scented  woods,  as  the 
rose  wood,  eagle  wood,  and  sandal  wood ;  all  of  which  are 
highly  acceptable  in  tlie  China  market,  and  bear  most  ex- 
tfavBgant  prices.  The  Cochinchiuese  cinnamon,  though  of 
a  coarse  gram  and  a  strong  pungent  flavour,  is  preferred  by 
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the  Chinese  to  that  of  Ceylon.   It  is  said  to  be  a  species  of 

Cassia,  and  not  of  the  Laurus.  For  rice  there  is  a  never^ 
failing  demand  in  the  populous  city  of  Canton,  and  sugar 
and  pepper  arc  rqtially  acreptablc ;  all  of  which  are  most 
abundantly  produced  iii  the  f'citilc  vallics  of  Cochinchina. 
The  price  of  siisar  at  Tuion  was  about  three  dollars  for 
133  lb.,  of  pepper  six  or  eight  dollars  for  the  >ame  fptantitv, 
apfl  of  rice  only  half  a  d(?11ar.  To  these  produetions  may  be 
addetl  tlie  areca  nul,  cardamoms,  ginger,  and  other  spices  ; 
swallows'  nests,  which  are  collected  in  crcat  abundance  on 
the  Iar2:e  cluster  of  islands  luniunti;  [larallcl  with  !lie  coiist, 
and  known  in  the  charts  by  the  name  of  the  rui  uccls ;  the 
Bichos  do  Mar,  or  sea-snakes,  more  pn)p(  riy  sea-slu!»s,  and 
usually  called  Trepan  in  commercial  language,  which  with 
sharks'  tin;?,  Mohtscas  or  sea-blubbers,  and  other  marine  pro- 
ducts of  a  gelatinous  quality  whether  animal  or  vegetable, 
are  at  all  tmies  in  demand  by  die  Chinese.  It  furnishes 
besides  manj  odier  vahiable  products,  us  gum  ]ac»  cambogc, 
mdigo,  elepliants'  teeth,  cotton,  and  raw  silk;  and  there 
seemed  to  be  no  vant  in  the  country  of  gold,  silver,  and 
copper.  The  hilts  of  the  officers*  swords  and  tlie  clasps  of 
th<ar  belts  vere  generally  made  of  silver,  but  ire  frequently 
observed  them  of  sdid  gold*  It  is  said,  indeed,  that  a  very 
rich  gold  mine  has  latdy  been  discovered  near  IluSf  the 
northern  capital.  Silver  is  brought  to  market  in  bars  about 
five  indies  long,  in  value  about  eleven  Spanish  dollars. 

AU  these  articles,  so  veil  adapted  for  the  China  market, 
mi^t  be  taken  by  us  in  exchange  for  fire  arms  .and  ammuni- 
tion, swords,  cuUeiy  and  various  manufiictures  in  iron  and 
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steel,  liglit  wooUcn  cloths,  camblets,  Manchester  cottons, 
coarse  IVtigal  muslins,  naval  stores,  opium,  and  a  few  other 
drugs.  Articles  of  this  nature,  when  carried  to  the  ports  of 
Cochinchina,  have  usually  been  disposed  of  at  an  advance  of 
from  30  to  30  per  cenUt  and  their  value  paid  foi  in  ingots 
of  silver. 

*niere  is  anotlier  consideration  which  renders  the  possession  , 
of  a  port  on  the  coast  of  Cochinc^hina,  or  at  least  a  £eictorj  in 
some  of  tliem,  extremely  desirable  for  the  concerns  of  the 
East  India  Company.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Chinese 
government  has  more  than  once  intimated  a  design  of  ex- 
cluding forcifi!!  trader*;  altofrother  from  their  ports,  and  vcr^' 
serious  appn  hcnsions  liave  been  entertained  in  consequence 
of  it.  la  such  an  event,  the  trade  might  still  be  canied  on, 
and  pcrhnpH  with  advanta£?e,  by  means  ot  Chinese  junks 
bringHij^  cargoes  of  tea  and  silks  lo  Tnrfjii  bay,  or  other  parts 
of  the  coast :  thus  avoiding  the  cxoiliitauL  duties  levied  at 
Canton  on  lorci'jii  \es>els.  F»ut  if  in  such  C4isc  we  should 
have  nn  r^iablisluueiit  within  the  liiuil^>  ol  Chinese  navigation, 
the  Spani.inis  at  Manilla,  tlie  Portugnese  at  Macao,  and  the 
Dutch  al  liatuvia,  woukl  lic  put  iuLu  the  jjossessimi  of  the 
whole  commerce  carried  on  by  Chinese  junks,  and  J  .ngland 
would  become  in  a  great  degree  dopcnd^t  on  them  for  the 
share  thcj  might  be  dis{KMcd  to  alloir  her  in  thci^  respective 
portst 

If,  however,  tiic  Cochinclihicsc  should  not  be  disposed  to 
cede  any  part  of  the  coast  or  adjacent  islands  to  a  foreign 
power,  which,  after  the  fortunate  turn  of  aftairs  in  favour  of 
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the  lesilmiatr;  sovereign,  will  in  all  probai)ility  he  the  case, 
ive  might  istiil  d(  riv(^  important  advantages  troui  a  iiu  re  com- 
mereial  iutereourse.  The  timber  alone  which  this  (  (niiUry  is 
capable  of  bupplyiug,  suitable  for  the  purpt*f,e!>  dI  liuilciiiio; 
ships,  is  an  object  higlily  dcsen  ins;  the  consideration  o{  gu- 
verument.  The  docks  of  Bombay  and  those  intended  to  be 
established  on  Prince  of  Wales's  Island  must  rciit  their  de- 
pendence on  a  supply  of  teak  and  other  timber  oo  very  pre* 
carbns  gronnds.  If  in  the  fonner  it  be  intended  to  encourage 
the  building  of  ships  of  the  line,  it  may  be  doubted  whether,  in 
a  few  years  hence,  the  whole  of  the  Malabar  coast  will  afibrd 
a  sufficient  supply  to  kcc^  a  single  ship  on  the  stocks  of 
seventy^bur  guns.  Even  now  the  greater  part  of  what  is 
valuable  is  exhausted,  and  such  as  would  be  fit  for  building 
large  ships  of  war  is  not  procurable  without  very  considerable 
difficulties  and  delay.  Equally  precarious  is  the  supply  of 
teak  timber,  which  is  floated  down  the  river  A^^erwaddy^lrom 
the  dominions  of  Ava  or,,  as  it  has  lately  been  called,  the 
■Birman  empire.  Yet  thb  is  the  gmod  source  from  whence 
the  supplies  arc  nieant  to  l>e  drawn  for  tlie  docks  of  Prince 
of  Wales's  Island.  We  have  little,  however,  to  trust  to  or  to 
hop6  from  the  favourable  disposition  of  the  government  of 
Bangoon.  TTie  French  have  obtained  here,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  part  of  Eastern  India,  a  decided  superiority  of 
influence  beyond  all  other  Europeans ;  and  they  will  not  fail 
to  exert  it  to  the  utmost,  iti  order  lo  render  nuaatory  our 
'»rnnd  scheme  of  increasing  our  navv  In-  establisliinsj,  docks 
tor  1)ui!ding  at  Prince  of  AVales's  Island,  whicli  llu  y  would 
most  cH'cctuaily  accomplish  by  shutting  up  the  Ayerwaddy 
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agaitist  m,  and  thus  cut  oif  the  graod  supply  of  that  timber 
wiiidi  U  best  suited  for  the  purpose. 

The  river  Sai-f^ons^,  xmmWy  called  Cambodia,  flowing  into 
the  sea  at  the  southern  «^xtremity  of  Cocliinchina,  runs 
throiiojh  inexhaustible  ol  .stalely  trees,  pos->t!.ssin^  every 

tjuahf y  recjiiisile  for  naval  architecture,  such  as  teak,  iron- 
wood  (Si!ficro:it/(on)f  and  poon  {CallophifUuvi)  ;  the  last  of 
which  t-iows  tall  and  straight  as  the  Norway  iir  or  tlie  larch, 
and  is  <  \trenicly  well  adapted  for  ships'  masts.  In  the  forests 
of  Cocliincliiua  are  also  ebony  (Diosperos),  cedars,  mimosas, 
^^alluils,  and  indeed  most  of  the  thnber  trees  that  grow  in 
Lidia.  Down  this  magnificent  river  all  kinds  of  timber  might 
be  brought  to  Prince  of  Wales's  Ishwd,  almost  as  conveniently 
as  irom  Rangoon. 

Having  thus  briefly  stated  some  of  fhe  importaiit  advan- 
tages which  aii  intimate  connection  with  Cochinchina  might 
be  expected  to  produce,  the  next  point  to  be  decided  is  tlie 
mode  in  which  such  a  connection  would  most  efleetoaiij  be 
estabUshed.  With  this  view  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  what,  steps  have  hitherto  been  taken  fat  the 
acGomi^ishment  of  so  deniable  a  purpose.  The  fint  ali> 
tempt  to  open  a  friendly  intercourse  with  this  country  appeaii 
to  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Hastings*  in  the  year  1778,  when, 
on  his  receiving  sonic  favourable  representations  of  the  ad* 
vantages  that  would  probably  result  £rom  such  a  measure,  he 
was  induced  to  give  permission  to  a  mercantile  house  to  sead 
a  couple  of  ships  laden  with  merchandise,  entrusting^  at  the 
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i'tiiac  lime,  a  sort  of  dcmi-dijjloiuuUc  couiUJl^si<•.l  of  a  pv.ijlic 
nature  to  a  gentleman  comiccted  in  tlie  lirm  ol  Uiv  hon^c. 
AVliatcver  the  motives  were  which  iuduciu  tul  the  comhK  i  o( 
Mr.  Hastings  in  this  instance,  the  result  of  the  mission  might 
easily  have  been  foxmeen.  'Vh»  chanhcier  of  merchant  is 
here,  as  well  as  in  China,  bdd  in  very  loir  esteem;  and  the 
goveromeat  it  eijuaiiy  jealous  of  admitting  an  iudiscriminatc 
introduction  of  foreigners  into  its  ports.    How  much  soever, 
therefore,  tlie  monopolising  system  of  the  East  India  Com* 
paoy  may  be  deprecated,  and  the  wisdom  of  that  policy 
questioned  whidi  pioJubtts  English  ships  from  doubling  the 
C^pe  of  Good  Hope,  whilst  those  under  the  flags  of  every 
other  nation  profit  by  such  restriction,  I  am  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  trade  to  China  and  to  Cochindiina  ought 
never  to  be  thrown:  open  to  individual  merchants.  The 
Chinese,  in  particular,  are  so  averse  to  their  subjects  trading 
promiscuously  with  foreigners,  that  the  government  appoints 
an  united  body  of  merchants  who  exclusively  are  allowed 
to  deal  with  strangei's;  and  one  of  whom  i»  obliged  to  be> 
come  sectnity  for  the  fair  dealing  and  the  good  condact 
of  the  Captain  and  crew  of  every  ship  which  visits  the 
port  of  Canton.    All  trade  is  considered  by  these  nations  as 
a  species  of  gambling,  in  which  tlie  numl)er  of  I'oid  playei's 
far  exceeds  the  numl)cr  of  iIkjsc  who  phxy  fair.    The  tempta- 
tions indeed  of  largo  prolits,  w  iiicli  (Huninerce  sometimes  pre- 
sents, arc  difficult  to  bo  resisted  ;  and  when  iiidividn-»l  iiiterost 
con^p"^  in  competition  with  tlie  public  service,  the  !;it!t  ris  wi  v 
apt  to  iiive  way  to  the  fonner.     Hence,  w  ithout  auopiing  iJie 
ilhbeialitv  of  the  Chinese  maxun,  tiie  iinpt-licy  is  obvious  of 
committing  the  aflaii's  of  government  into  the  hands  of  those 
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who  arc  in  any  shape  connected  with  the  concerns  of  irnde. 
•  However  honourahle  a  merchant  may  be  in  his  dealings,  he 

cannot  be  respun-ible  tor  tite  good  condnct  ot"  a  w  hole  ship's 
compauy  ;  iM)r,  v  ith  the  cargo  M'hich  he  traiist'cr^  to  the 
mana^enjcnt  of  another,  can  he  transfer  at  the  same  time 
t  huiucter  and  principle.  But  independent  uf  the  frauds  and 
tricks  that  are  too  frequently  coBuected  with  trade,  there  is 
something  in  a  oommercial  intercoune  which  »  iocoDsistent 
with  diplomatic  agency.  There  is  every  reamn  to  believe 
that  all  those  employed  on  Mr.  Hastings'  misuon  con* 
ducted  themselves  with  a  proper  degree  of  forbearance  and 
circnmspectioD ;  yet»  having  called  at  different  ports  on  the 
coast  of  Cochinchma^  and  trad«l  with  difieient  parties  then 
struggling  for  the  government  of  the  country,  they  were  sus- 
pected by  all  of  them,  and  were  unfertunatdy  drawn  into 
actual  hostilities  with  the  ruling  power  at  /fv^,  where  they 
had  a  narrow  escape  from  having  their  vessd  sdzed,  and 
themselves  in  all  probability  put  to  death ;  and  although  they 
were  obliged  to  leave  behind  them  unsold  a  part  of  their 
merchandise,  they  contrived  to  bring  away  a  lai^  simi  of 
specie  at  bullion  in  ingots  of  silver.  An  inli  resting  narrative 
of  the  ^vhole  transaction  is  published  in  the  Asiatic  Annual 
Register  for  the  year  1801. 

The  second  and  last  attempt  to  open  a  public  intercourse 
A\ith  Cochinchina  was  made  about  Uvn  years  ago,  when, 
from  rr[)rescntations  coniinunieateci  to  tln^  Directors  of  the 
East  India  Company  of  the  advantages  which  m'fijht  be  de- 
rived fn^m  a  connection  witli  this  eonntry,  and  of  the  fa- 
vourabic  disposition  of  its  piesent  Jiovereiga  towards  tiic 
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English  nation,  from  wiiich  rcasoiuible  hopes  of  succe-is^ 
might  be  entertained,  a  resolution  was  taken  by  the  Court 
to  send  back  to  China  one  of  its  ser>'ants,  who  had  re- 
tired from  the  fact<jrv  at  Canton,  with  instmctions  to  pro- 
ceed iioui  that  port  on  a  secret  mission  to  the  Kins;  ol 
Cochiiicliina.  This  gentleman,  on  his  arrival  at  Canton, 
finding  the  state  of  his  lieallli  would  n<jt  permit  luni  to 
go  throiip^h  the  fatiuue  ot  a  voyago  to  Cochinchina,  trans- 
ferred his  instructions  to  one  oi  tlic  su macai'kjoc-;  in  the  . 
Coin[)any's  ciupluy  at  that  factory,  wiio  lo>t  n<»  time  in 
j)rorci^ding  to  the  Court  of  Cochinchina.  The  Kmg  saw 
hiu),  it  is  true,  but  received  lijiu  in  so  cool  and  distant  a 
manner  as  to  point  out  very  clearly  that  the  shorter  he  made 
his  \  isit  the  more  agreeable  it  would  be  to  the  Cochinchinese 
gt)vernment.  In  iiict,  he  found  the  Sovereign  Caung-shung 
completely  surrounded  by  Freachmeu ;  and  as  he  knew  no- 
thing himself  <^  the  langmige  of  the  country,  noi*  had  any 
one  vtijh  him  who  did»  every  pruposition  he  had  to  ofier, 
and  every  explanatioo  le^rding  his  misBion,  were  necessarily 
made  Utfough  the  Itach  missionaiies.  That  these  men  are 
but  litde  disposed  to  be  iiiendlj  to  the  En^^sh  nation  might 
have  been  known  without  sending  to  Cochinchina  for  the  in- 
fonnation,  and  the  consequence  of  making  overtares  throu^ 
thi^  to  the  King  easilj  foreseen.  The  very  reserved,  not  to 
say  contemptuous,  conduct  of  every  one  about  the  Court  to 
the  Company's  Amhassadw  makeis  it  probable  that  the  pro- 
posals he  had  to  offer  on  the  part  of  his  emj)loyere  were 
wholly  misrepresented :  they  might  indeed  be  interpreted  by 
the  French  into  insults.  The  conclusion  drawn  by  the  East 
India  Company  from  the  complete  fiiilure  of  this  mission,  is 

T  Y  S 


i^iy  u^cu  uy  Google 


348  COCHINCHINA. 

thai  tlie  King  of  Corliincliiua  is  not  favourabljr  disposed  to- 
wards tlie  J-Jiiglisii  uutiun. 

ITic  correctness  of  this  conclusiou  iiui\%  however,  in  my 
opiubn  fairiy  be  culled  iu  quc&iiou>   However  well  qualified 
the  g^tlenian  might  be  who  was  sent  on  this  embassy,  in  every 
lespect  except  in  his  not  knowing  a  single  chnncter  of  the 
written  or  one  syllable  of  the  spoken  language,  the  want  of  the 
indispensable  means  of  commuDicatioB  seems  quite  sufficient 
to  have  rendered  the  object  of  the  mission  completely  abortiye. 
As  far  as  the  joint  testimonies  of  seveial  EngHsh  gentlemen^ 
who  a  few  years  agp  were  at  the  Cochincfainese  Court,  and 
of  French  officers  in  the  service  of  that  Court,  can  be  allowed 
to  hare  weight—as  fan  as  any  confidence  b  to  be  (daced  ia 
profisttons  declared  in  public  edicls^as  fax  as  actions  may 
be  consid^ed  to  dcvelope  sentiments — and  as  frr  as  we  were 
enabled  to  jud^  of  the  disposition  of  the  people  during  our 
stay  at  Tuion,  1  sliould  be  inclined  to  c  oiiclude  that  the  con- 
trary is  the  case,  and  that  neither  the  King  of  Codunchioa 
nor  die  people  would  be  in  the  smallest  degree  averw 
to  an  intimate  connection  wiili  the  English,  provided 
Huitable  overtui*e8  were  made  to  them  in  a  direct  manner 
from  the  Britisii  goverament,  and  not  through  those  French- 
luca  to  whom  the  Sovcrciuii  ouc>5  so  manv  personal  obligci- 
lions,  nor  thruugh  the  nieuiuiii  of  the  lia>'  hulia  Company. 
Where  the  prejudices  of  tlw  {u  i«|)le  will  utjt  aihiiit  of  any 
lioiiovuublc  distinction  bciii'j;  aiiiu  xccl  to  the  prolrssion  of 
liierciiatvt,  whilst  the  utiii<>st  (klLreiire  is  paid  to  a  royal 
( onnnissioii,    otiicial    rank    and    htenu  y    acquirements,  it 
m  iifcither  politic  noi   expedieut  to  liy  in  the  face  of 
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opinions  so  long  autl  so  dec  ply  rooted.  1  have  licurd  it 
was  once  in  cxjnteniplation,  shoitly  after  the  truer  of  AuuenSt 
to  follow  up  tlie  comnninication  with  thr  Court  of  i*ekin,  so 
favourably  opciK-d  by  the  Euii  of  Macai  Incy.  with  a  splendid 
embassy  to  j);()rcrd  from  the  Governor-General  of  Bcn^rnl. 
Those  wlio  flattered  ihem^^t  lvcs  with  the  ?tirrcs«f'.d  is^nc  of 
sueli  a  njeasurc  nnist  hine  Known  little  vl'  the  leiiiju'r  iiiul 
ciiaracter  of  the  ('iiinesc  t>(>\  einnirnt .  1  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  all  tiic  spk-ndour  and  nia^uilK  Oui  t' of  the  Ejist, 
unicits  aecompanied  by  a  royal  comniii.:.i(jn,  would  not  have 
secured  for  the  Anibassatlor  inoi  e  respect  jnul  con.sidLjatioii 
than  the  fine  \cl\cL  dresses  trimmed  with  broad  gold  lare 
were  able  to  procure  for  Mynheers  Tit  sing  and  Van  Brauni. 
AVitlmut  such  a  commiiisioD,  tlie  great  Bakndur  fVum  Bengal, 
like  these  two  compliaiit  Dutclmien,  woald  infaJUblj  incur 
the  risk  of  being  lodged  in  a  stable.  Whether,  therefore,  it 
may  be  found  advisable  to  keep  up  the  communication  witli 
the  Court  of  Pdcin,  or  endeavour  to  establish  an  intercourse 
with  the  Cktehinchioese,  it  will  in  citiier  case  be  politic  and 
expedient  that  the  Ambassador  be  furnished  with  the  King's 
commission,  and  that  he  proceed  on  his  misaioo  in  a  King's 
ship. 

The  state  of  ihe  commerce  of  Cbchinchina,  in  tiie  year  17j)3t 
did  not  appear  to  be  an  el^ct  of  much  importance  to  any 
country. '  The  late  revolution  and  tiie  unsettledsCate  of  aflairs 
that  for  many  years  had  prevailed  in  this  unfortunate  country 
could  not  iaii  to  interrupt  r  '1  ]  urMiitaof  agncidturc  and  of  com> 
nierec.  A  few  Chinese  junks  that  annually  arrived  at  Fai-foo,  an 
accidental  neutral  ship  or  £ngUsh  under  neutral  colours  loam 
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Europe,  and  one  or  two  country  sliips  fiiom  India,  with  as  many 
Portugueze  fwm  Macao  freighted  with  the  refuse  of  goods 
sent  out  to  the  China  market,  constituted  then  the  extent  of 
its  trade.  But  unrlrr  its  present  settled  government,  so  fertile 
a  country,  «itu;ned  in  so  fine  n  rliTnatr,  Aviil  sprcdily  re- 
cover its  onic  (lourishinfr  ^^tate.  \\  liaL  tlie  extent  oi'  its  com-, 
mercc  was,  not  many  \ cars  aiio,  may  partly  be  coUrctcd 
from  ti)C  accounts  of  tlie  early  Eurojxjaa  mivigators.  In  the 
extmonlinary  piratical  voyaire  of  ISfendez  Pinto,  who  sailed 
for  India  in  1537-  an  arconnt  is  given  of  the  procc(-(lmi:;>  ft 
liis  comrade,  Antonio  de  I'aria,  along  the  coast  of  Cochin- 
china.  *'  After  passing  Pulo  Cam|>ell(),  an  island  in  fourteen 
**  degrees  and  twenty  minutes,  they  came,  says  he,  **  to 
«*  Pulo  Capas,  where  a  fleet  of  forty  great  Junks  of  two  or 
**  thiee  decks  a-piece  was  seea  in  the  river  Borallio  (\' arclla 
*■  in  the  charts),  whidi  Faria  had  sent  to  discover;  and  afler 
**  that  another  fleet,  seembg  tiro  thousand  sail  great  and 
**  small,  and  a  walled  town  of  some  ten  thousand  houses." 
In  iact,  just  before  the  late  rebellion  in  Cochinchina,  two 
hundred  Chinese  Junks  are  said  to  have  traded  annually  to 
Fmi-foo,  which  in  all  piobabilitj  was  the  walled  town  of 
Faria.  The  decline  of  die  Chinese  trade  and  navigation  to 
Cochinchina  may  in  part  be  attributed  to  the  grand  change 
which  was  occasioned  in  the  commercial  rdattons  <^  coun- 
tries situated  in  the  eastern  hemisphere  bj  the  discovery  of 
A  pass  '  to  them  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  but  it  is 
also  probable  that  the  operation  of  another  ])o\vcrful  cause 
coutiibuled,  in  no  small  degree,  to  drive  tlic  industrious 
Chinese  from  tlieir  ancient  channels  of  trade.  The  oonip 
mander  of  every  Portuguese,  Spanish  and  Dutch  ship^ 
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which  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  conceived  Un»elf 
authorized  to  capture  or  to  plunder  all  vessels  that  came  in 
his  way,  whether  navigated  by  Arabs,  Malays,  or  Chinese* 
His  voyage  to  the  East  he  considered  as  a  sort  of  crusade  ia 
which,  und(»r  his  piratical  commissioD,  he  waged  war  with 
the  peaceable  natives  as  infidels  and  pagans.  The  Chinese 
junks  being  the  most  richly  kdcn  were,  on  that  account,  the 
most  liable  to  be  pillaged.  The  master  or  owner  was  usiuill}' 
thrown  overboard  for  n  licretic,  because  lie  did  not  im- 
mediately tall  down  before  the  cross;  and  though  perfectly 
innocent  <^  hav  ing  refused  what  ^^-as  reiiuircd  of  him,  his 
ignoiance  entitled  him  to  no  consideration.  Such  a  roTiduct, 
systematically  pursued,  dtove  at  length  the  timiil  Chinese 
from  their  usual  trading  voyages ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  observe 
that  the  early  na^  igatoi*s  of  our  own  cotnitry  were  not  by  aoy 
means  exempt  from  disgraceful  acts  of  tliis  natnre,  and  ih 
some  instances  were  guilty  of  most  unwarrantable  and  un- 
necessary cmelties  towards  this  inoftrnsive  |)cople.  There  is 
in  the  records  of  the  English  factory,  which  was  established 
at  Bantam  in  the  vc[<rn  ofQnci  n  Klizahcth,  an  account  of"  the 
execution  of  a  Chinese  after  ha\  ini;  l)e«n  condemned  to  deatli  m 
a  summary  manner,  without  any  trial,  the  partirulnrs  of  which 
are  marked  ^vith  leatures  of  such  liorrid  barbaiuty  as  toicuder 
it  almost  incredible.  The  whole  tnmsactifm,  however,  is 
miiiut(^ly  described  in  Mr.  Scott's  nariati\«\  wlio  ^va^  chief  of 
the  j'nulish  factory  at  the  time  ;  and  a^i  lie  appears  to  be 
ambitious  of  being  thought  an  able  and  expert  executioner, 
it  would  not  be  doing  justice  to  the  reputatitm  of  Mr.  Scott 
to  give  it  iu  any  words  but  his  own.  "  We  tortured  him," 
says  he,  '*  because  when  we  had  laid  down  the  iron  he  denied 
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*'  all;  but,  iK-inii  lorluiTil,  iiKuic  a  s«'l'oiu1  t"<)iiri'>si()n.  The 
"  next  uioiniiiu  1  sent  lum  to  rM^ciitioii.    As  lie  went  out  of" 
**  our  Gfatrs  \]\c  Javans  (who  do  much  rcjoirc  when  th«'v  ■^ee 
•  "  a  Cluiicsc  *4i>  to  ( M'culiuu,  as  also  tlie  Ciiinche  do  when 
"  they  see  a  Ju\aii  tro  to  his  death)  rpvil<'d  him;  but  he 
"  would  answer  again,  saying.  The  i.ngii^hnicn  were  rich 
*'  and  the  Chinese  poor,  therefore  why  should  they  not  steal 
from  the  £Dg)bh  if  tbey  could  ?  The  next  day  the  Admiml 
"  (Sir  James  LancaAtef)  took  another  of  tfaem,  and  sent  lum 
'*  to  me,  who  knew  there  was  but  one  way  with  him,  and 
"  therefore  he  resolved  with  himself  not  to  confess  any  thing 
"  to  us*   He  was  found  hid  in  a  privy,  and  this  was  he  that 
"  put  fire  to  our  house.   He  was  a  goldsmith,  and  ^nfessed 
to  the  Admiral  he  had  clipped  many  rials,  and  aim  coined 
M  tame  counterf^ts :  smne  ^iof^  he  ooolessed  to  him  con-  , 

oeming  oar  matter,  but  not  much;  but  he  would  tell«i 
<«  nothing.  Wherefore  because  of  his  suUeoness,  and  that 
"  it  was  he  lhat  fired  us»  I  caused  him  to  be  burned  under 
"  the  nails  of  his  thumbs,  fingers,  and  toes,  with  sfaaip  hot  . 
"  irons,  and  the  nails  to  be  tore  off ;  and  because  he  never 
"  blinked  at  that,  we  thought  that  his  hands  and  legs  had 
been  numbed  with  tying,  wherefore  wc  burned  him  in  the 
"  hands,  arms,  shoulders,  aud  neck,  but  all  was  one  with 
"  hhu  :  then  we  burned  him  quite  through  the  hands,  and 
"  with  rasps  of  iron  tore  out  the  flesh  and  sinews.    After  that 
"  I  caused  tlicui  to  knock  the  edges  of  his  shin  bones  with 
"  hot  srurin'^  irons ;  then  1  caused  cold  screws  of  iron  to  he 
screwed  into  the  bones  of  his  arms,  and  suddonly  in  bo 
"  snatched  out  ;  after  that,  all  the  bones  of  his  fingers  and 
toes  to  be  brokcu  with  piac€n> :  yet  fur  all  thi&  he  never 
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**  shed  tear,  no  nor  once  turned  his  iiead  aside,  nor  stirred 
"  hand  nor  fool  ;  bvit  when  wc  demanded  any  question,  he 
"  would  put  Ills  touguc  betwi  t^n  his  teeth,  and  strike  his  chin 

upon  in*»  kiiec5  to  bito  it  ott".  M  hen  all  the  extremity  we 
•*  could  use  \viis  but  in  vain,  1  eaust  >1  liini  to  be  put  la^t  in 
•*  irons  aijain  ;  when  tlic  anuts  or  ant .,  whieh  do  greativ 
•*  abound  there,'  got  into  his  wounds  and  tormented  Jiiui 

worse  thaa  we  had  done,  as  we  might  well  see  by  Ids 
**  gesture,  Tbe  King's  offioen  desired  me  he  might  be  that 
**  to  death.  I  told  them  that  was  too  good  a  dfath  for  such 
**  a  villain ;  and  said  more,  that  if,  in  our  countries,  a  gentle- 

man  w  a  soldier  had  committed  a  &ct  worthy  of  death, 
**  then  he  was  diot  to  death,  and  jet  he  was  befriended  too : 
**  hot  thof  held  it  to  be  the  cruellest  and  basest  death  that  is, 
**  Wherefoie,  dueiy  bemg  very  importunate,  in  the  eTeoing 
**  we  led  him  into  the  fidds  and  made  Um  ikst  to  a  stake. 

The  fint  shot  earned  awaj-  a  piece*  of  his  arm,  bone  and. 
**  all.  The  neaut  shot  struck  him  through  the  br^t  up  near 
"  to  the  shoulder;  then  he,  holding  down  his  head,,  looked 
*^  upon  the  wound.   The  third  shot  that  was  made  on^-of 

our  men  had  cut  a  bullet  in  three  pnrt%  which  stfuck  upon 

his  breast  ia  a  triangle,  whereat  he  fell  down  as  low  as  the 
•*  stake  would  give  hiin  leaver  but,  between  our  men  and 
^*  the  Flemings,  they  shot  him  ahnost  ail  to-  pieces  before 
•*  they  left  him.? 

It"  then  En'jrlishmcn,  who  with  all  tiieir  vices  have  at  all 
times  and  in  ail  ]>hu'es  established  then-  character  lor  hu- 
manity, couki  be  guilt  >-  of  such  excessive  barbarity  towards 
unprotected  straogcis,.  who  anxoog  the  nattuus  gf  the  East 
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may  be  compared  witii  the  Jews  of  the  \\\s\,  v,  hat  may  wr 
not  supjK>se  tlieir  trraUn<  nt  to  have  becu  by  those  EurojHMiis 
who  have  httlc  chiim  to  such  a  character?    No  wonder  then 
that  tiicir  ships  oi' cuiiimeree  have  been  chased,  l)y  the  levror 
of  «nrli  outrageous  proceedings,  from  olf  the  ocean.  But 
though  their  trade  may,  fron>  this  and  other  causes,  have 
been  (hveitcd  from  its  usual  channel,  and  probably  much 
diminished,  yet  it  has  not  \\h(;lly  lx:cn  aaniluiated.  'I'lmt 
part  of  it  \vhose  object  was  to  seek,  among  the  clusters  of 
ishinds  \\liieh  skirt  the  coast  of  Cochinchina,  an  article  of 
hixury  in  very  high  demand  in  China,  tiie  'rnpaii  or  liichos 
da  Mer  of  which  I  havp  already  spoken,  soon  discovered  a 
fertile  source  in  another  quarter  of  Uie  East  which  for 
many  yean  has  be^  oonducted  wboUj  uiikiiown  to  £ia- 
lopeans,  notwitfastanding  tbeir  fesearcbes  in  almoet  eveiy 
part  of  those  seas.  Captam  FUndeiSt  who  was  seat  out  in  the 
Investigator  on  a  voyage  of  discoveiy,  in  skirting  the  nort^ 
em  coast  of  New  Hdlaod  with  the  view  of  exi^oring  the 
golph  of  Carpentaria,  feU  in  with,  veiy  unexpectedly,  at  the 
bottom  of  this  golph,  six  Malay  pnMs  from  Macassar,  whose 
object  it  seemed  was  to  pfocnie  cargoes  of  seapslagi  or,  as 
Captain  Flinders  calk  them,  sea-cucumbers.   He  leatned 
from  the  chief  of  the  squadron  that  they  were  a  part  only  of 
sixQr  sail,  with  which  be  had  made  an  annual  voyage  for  this 
sole  purpose  legularly  for  the  last  twenty  years.  These 
caigo^s,  it  appeared,  be  carried  to  the  island  of  Timor, 
where  he  was  met  by  Chinese  traders  who,  after  purcha«ng 
the  cargoes,  transhipped  them  into  their  own  junks  and  carried 
them  to  the  southern  ports  of  Cliina.   The  price  paid  for  them 
by  the  Cluoese  to  the  Malays  was  twenty  Spanish  d<^]a]t  the 
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jn'cul,  ^\■C]<l}\l\^^:  pounds  English.  It  was  calculated  that 
or  -  fluiusand  slugs  on  an  average  weighed  a  pecul,  and  that 
out-  hundred  peculs  were  ( (jual  to  the  carQ;oof  a  proa.  Ft  ap- 
peared also  that,  for  tlir  |)ur])()sr  of  na\  i^;aing  tiic  vessels  and 
collecting;  the  animal,  each  prua  wat.  required  to  carry  from 
sixteen  to  eighteen  men.  Some  arc  employed  in  detaching 
them  from  the  rocks ;  some  in  splitting  them  open,  washing 
in  fres>h  water  and  boiling  them  ;  and  otiiets  in  collecting  green 
wood,  in  the  smoke  of  which  tbej  are  dried  pretty  much  in 
the  same  manner  aronr  red  heixings  are  usually  prepared. 

That  the  Chioiese  do  not  themaeltcs  proceed  to  the  coast 
of  New  HoUand  and  collect  the  TVcpan  is  no  proof  of  their 
ignorance  of  the  navigation  of  this  coast.  It  appears,  on  the 
ocmtrary,  that  they  are  wdl  acquainted  with  the  disadvan- 
tages with  which  such  a  vojrage  would  be  attended,  by  tlic 
necessary  and  unavoidable  protraction  of  a  wliole  monsoon  or 
six  mcmths.  It'may  besides  be  fairly  qncstioncd  whether,  from 
their  avernon  to  cold  water  which  in  another  work  1  have 
had  occasion  to  notice,  they  were  ever  themselves  the  fishers 
for  these  animals,  at  the  time  tliey  resorted  fur  them  to  the 
coast  ofc  Cochinchina,  as  divers  not  mneli  ^r  -'  expert  than 
those*  who,  on  the  coast  of  Ceylon,  desceinl  lor  the  pearl 
muscle,  or  oyster  as  it  is  usually  supposed  to  be.  are  eqtnlly 
required  to  detach  the  slugs  from,  the  rocks  to  which  tliey 
adhere  at  the  bottom  of  th^  sea. 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  indeed,  that  the  Chinese  arc 
and  have  long  been  acquainted  with  every  part  of  the 
Eastern  world;  anci  that  in  ancient  times,  Miide  the  greater 
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portion  of  F.uropc  was  jet  in  a  state  of  barbarous  ignorance, 
this  extiamdinaiy  was  carrying  on  an  extensive  com- 

nicrcre  in  the  F/i^!.Tn  lieniisphcre,  and  navigating  their  ships 
far  beyond  the  limits  witliin  which  niudern  Kuropeans  wot i Id 
confine  their  rojages.  l\y  their  early  knowledge  ot"  the 
pecuhar  (jualitics  ot"  the  magnet,  and  their  apjilication  of 
those  qualities  to  the  purport''?  of  nnviinidoTi,  thry  pos<;ns«,(\l 
advantni!;o';  winrh  no  r^tiicr  nation  tliat  wc  arr  ar((iiaiiitixl 
with  on  i\\c  tart:  of  lin'  i^ltjlje  had  the  good  tbrtuue  to  rnjov, 
till  in  later  ages.  V\  ht  n  \'a-i o  de  Gama  encotnitcred  tlic 
Mahoninu^ilans  on  llir  (  oa>i  of  Africa,  who  in  (ho^c  days 
were  lliu  iiiobt  eiiligiitciicd  j)rople  in  muuy  oi  tlic  sciences, 
they  had  their  charts,  and  tlu  ir  astrolabes,  and  then  astro- 
nomical tables  :  but  tlu  v  had  no  couijjas-^.  That  the  Arabs 
had  It  nut  at  iJiat  Uuie,  and  that  it  did  not  originate  wnh 
themselves,  nor  was  Ijorrowed  by  them  from  any  nation  in 
the  East,  may  almost  safely  be  inferred  from  the  name  it  still 
bears  iu  their  language,  £/  Bottuda^  and  fyom  its  European 
form.  It  has  a  p|>eared  to  many  an  extraoidinary  and  an  unac- 
couotaUe  circumstance  that,  if  the  Cbineset  who  aie  known 
to  have  traded  with  the  Ambs»  had  been  in  the  pfadice  of 
ining  it,  &e  hitter  should  neglect  availing  theimeliies  df  an 
instrument  wludi  conferred  on  navigation  sudi  incalcuhfale 
advantages.  It  is  not,  however,  by  any  means  impossible 
that  the  Arabians,  learned  and  ingenious  as  they  undoubtedly  ' 
were,  mig^t  have  long  continued  a  very  intimate  connection 
with  the  Chinese,  without  dispovmng  the  virtues  of  the  mag- 
netic  needle.  In  the  first  place,  the  Chinese  tfre  not  a  ooni- 
miuucfttive  peop/Ie:  they  carry  witJi  them  thor  national 
contempt  of  fbreignen  wherever  they  go,  avoidu^  all  fimiiliar 
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intercourse  Ijcyond  what  may  be  nccr>>iary  for  attaining  the 
object  of  tlicir  pui-suiU  Secondly,  ;i  Chinese  iinvjn-ator  not 
only  considers  the  rangnctic  needle  as  a  guide  to  direct  his 
track  throiiuli  the  orcnn,  but  is  pCfMiudcd  that  the  spirit  by 
which  lis  itiotii>!is  arc  inilucnced  is  tlic  miurdian  deity  of  his 
ve«s(  1  ;  and,  c<inluii)iH))ly  with  this  oiMnion,  liic  f5afre<l  instru- 
ment is  ahvays,  wh(  ii  in  port,  earelullv  ^liul  iipuj  tlielilile  ea- 
binrt  on  the  stern  ]Kn  t  of  tlio  ship,  in  uiuoli  Uxe other  sanetiiied 
^iten<ils  (it  liis  t(  Iii^icn  aic  dcjK/sited,  and  from  ivhicli  he  is  ixl- 
Avavs  anxious  tu  c.\clu(k>  slrfni«if»r<«.  Willi  ecpial  cmit  tlie  niaf- 
netif  needle  guarded  w  iien  llie  Acssi  l  is  icudy  to  tlcpuji  iVoin 
poi  i,  and  lur  a  reason  htill  licllcr  gitiuuded  than  on  its  sacred 
character.  Wlien  a  voyajwe  is  once  determined  and  the 
direct  couree  to  the  intended  port  ascertained,  the  compass 
box  is  jdaced  in  sand  in  such  a  position  tluit  ti>e  c:haracter 
denoting  the  quarter  of  the  Iwrizon  in  which  the  port  lies 
maj  coincide  with  the  direction  of  the  needle.  So  long  as 
this  coancidence  cootinues,  the  ship  will  be  on  her  rig^t 
couise;  aoditi?  the  object  of  the  pilot,  under  all  circum* 
atanoes,  to  pteaenre  this  position  as  neatly  as  possible  and 
4o  note  down  the  deviations  fiom  it,  in  order»  by  making  the 
pn^er  aUowaoceSt  to  bring  the  ship  again  into  the  rig^it 
coune.'  It  is,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  importance  'that  no 
intruders  shooU  approach  the  place  in  which  the  compass 
bos  is  aiianged.  In  the  third  place,  it  may  be  observed 
that  such  is  the  nature  of  the  magnetic  needle,  that  the  mo^ 
scmpuhms  examination  could  never  enable  the  most  io- 
genious  mechanic  to  make  another  from  it,  unless  he  had  a 
previous  knowledge  of  cooununicatiiig  the  ma^ielic  quality 
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to  iron  ;  and  iiult  pendrnt  nf  llic  backwardness  ol' tlie  Chinese 
to  shew  tlioir  iu\  riitlon^  to  siranc;rrs,  we  may  easily  irnairine 
that  tUr  (  iiiiK  Nt'  iMannci-  was  o(|ually  igiioraul  c-il'tlic  nature  and 
pnnci{)!(-s  ofinauneti^in  with  liit*  Arab.  Besides,  it  can  scarcely 
be  bUjijKJ.-ied  that  tliu  proud  and  haughty  Arabian,  pluming 
himself  in  his  hupeiior  skill  in  astronomical  science  and,  by 
the  use  of  his  charts  and  his  astix)labe,  able  to  find  his  way 
through  the  pathless  ocean,  would  regard  with  any  other 
feeling  than  that  of  disdain  the  little  innignificaat  rusty 
needle  of  the  Chinese,  smuging  on  its  pivot,  and  surrounded 
with  circles,  signs,  and  liieroglyphics ;  and  that  in  all  pro* 
babilitj  he  would  consider  it  only  as  a  part  of  the  religious 
lumber  which  a  Ibolbh  supentition  had  rendered  sacred,  and 
with  which  his  little  cabin  is  generally  oncumbeced. 

I 

That  the  use  of  the  magnetic  needle  among  the  Chinese  m 
of  a  very  remote  antiquity,  I  have  had  occasion  to  notice 
elsewhere ;  and  I  again  repeat,  what  1  consider  to  be  alone 
sufficient  to  establish  the  lact,  that  if  any  other  aigument 
were  wanting  to  prove  the  originality  of  the  magnetic  needle^ 
as  used  in  China  for  the  purposes  of  navigation,  the  circum- 
stance  of  their  iiav  ini;  engrafted  on  it  their  most  ancient  and 
favourilc  system  of  mythology,  their  constellations  and  cycles 
and,  in  short,  the  abstract  of  tlie  elements  of  their  Judicial 
astrology,  go^  a  great  way  towards  settling  that  point ;  tiiat 
a  people  so  remarkably  tenacious  of  ancient  custom,  and 
thinking  so  very  meanly  of  all  other  nations,  would  never 
have  submitted  to  inrorponite  their  rooted  sitperstitioii?,  by 
engraving  on  its  majrgin  the  sacred  and  i^nystical  characters  of 
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Fo-shte,  witli  an  iustmment  of  recent  introduction  apd  bar- 
haiian  iuveuUon. 

I  haTe  been  induced  to  say  thus  much  the  sut^ect  oC 
the  Chinese  0QmpBss»  from  knoiving  that  an  oljection  has 

'  been  urged  against  some  fbnner  remarks  I  had  oocasioa  to 
ofier  with  the  view  of  jproring,  if  not  its  ori^nalitjr,  at  ieast 
its  great  antiquity.  This  objection  was  taken  on  the  ground, 
that  if  the  Chinese  had  been  in  the  ennstant  use  of  such 
an  instrument  in  or  before  the  ninth  century,  when,  they 
carried  on  an  extensive  trade  with  the  golph  of  Benia,  it 
must  necessaiily  have  been  known  to,  and  if  Imown  would 
certainly  have  been  adopted  bj,  the  Arabian  nangaton; 
whereas  these  people  were  entirely  ignorant,  as  before  ob- 

.served,  of  the  polarity  of  the  magnetic  needle,  when  Vasco 
de  Gama  first  kd  the  way  into  the  Oriental  Ocean* 

I  have  only  fartb^  to  observe  with  regard  to  the  import- 
ance  of  the  commerce  with  Cochinchina,  that  if  the  Chinese^ 

before  being  chased  by  Europeans  from  the  ocean,  and  before 
the  calamitous  state  of  this  country  occasioned  by  rebellion 
aii(i  usurpation,  could  employ  in  it  many  hundreds  of  their 
largest  junks,  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  tliat  Great 
Britain,  by  projx-r  addre~ss  and  management,  niio;Iit  succeed 
in  reviving  and  conducting  this  extensive  commercial  inter- 
course which  anciently  subsisted  between  the  two  countries, 
and  which,  under  the  present  vigorous  government  of  Cochin- 
china,  could  not  fail  to  rise  to  as  lugh  a  pitch  as  it  ever 
reached  at  any  former  period* 
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Tlie  beneficial  effects  produced  on  the  sick  in  the  sfjuadroa 
by  the  pleiititul  supplies  of  ti  esh  })rovi!*ions,  fruit,  gcx>cl  water, 
a  clear  sky  and  a  dry  alniospliere,  noon  enabled  us  to  proceed 
on  our  voyage.  AccoTfiinjrly  on  the  Kith  June  we  set  mil 
fVoTii  Turf)n  bay,  and  on  tiie  UHh  came  in  sight  of  the  La- 
drone  islands  and  the  continent  of  China.  Under  one  of 
these  islands  we  ancliored  for  two  days,  in  order  to  communi- 
cate witii  the  coiiuuih^ioiicrs  of  the  East  1  nd  ia  Company  at 
Macao;  after  which  we  made  sail  for  the  strait  of  Formosa 
and  the  Yellow  Sea.  Of  the  voyage  up  this  sea,  navinrated 
for  the  first  time  by  European  ships,  and  of  our  snbsecjucul 
travels  on  tlie  continent  of  Ciiina,  I  have  had  occasion  to 
enter  iuto  a  detailed  account  in  another  volume. 
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The  latter  sttpposed  to  bury  their  Dead— giraffe  hurJlKg—A  large 
Rbinosccros  kiUcd— Arrive  at  the  Oravge  River,  and  dirt  tis  Banks  to 
the  North-Wcstioard—Pafs  several  Kora  Villages — Kuk's  Kraal — Extra- 
ordinary  Ctaracicr  Mid  Adventurei  of  one  Stephanos,  a  PoSsb  Gnek^ 
Expedition  against  a  famm  RMir  *B»  Nomt  of  Africaemr—'Eittra- 
orimary  Flight  if  Ltcmtt—CfiHeal  SUuatim  ef  the  1tt»  Seentaiei-^ 
Pitlang  rf  Cattle^Ikasive  Eitpmrnntt  to  prove  the  Falkey  tf  itt  Mi^ 
the  mit  tiepedkmt  and  least  pmn/kl  Mode  ef  thngbterv^  Cattb^Retam 
of  the  Eitpeditien  to  the  Cohi^ 

«       AviN'G  received  iVoiu  his  Kxcellencv  [.iriitennnt-Crncral 
*'  Duiidas,  acting  Governor  aiul  Coininantl<  r  iti  CliidOf  the 
"  castle,  town,  and  senlrmrnt  of  tlie  Cape  ot'  Good  llojx", 
our  credentials  and  iu-ti uctions,  c\:unincd  the  invoice  of 
tfic  several  avtirlt  -  nitcnded  to  l)C  Liven  in  exchange  for 
**  cattle,  and  ai'nmji,ed  the  contenLs  of  our  six  w  auL^on*?,  v,c 
«  this  day,"  my^  Mr.  Trutcr,  "the  (iist  of  October 
**  connnenet      lauler  God's  good  providence,  our  Ioiili;  and 
"  interesting  joiuaey."  'After  a  minute  dviai!  of  every  par- 
ticulareireumstance  that  occurred  and  a  relation  of  theordinarv 
c\e'.it<  (li'si  rh  a  journey;  I'li-  uaaics  of  the  several  farms  and 
tiicir  occupii i-s  where  they  halted  for  the  night,,  or  for  obtain- 
ing refreshau  111  or  u  change  of  draught  oxen ;  the  little  inter- 
ruptions and  mortifications  they  met  widi,  owing  to  the  want  of 
punctuality  in  the  boors  in  bringing  their  fresh  relays  of  oxen, 
to  the  breaking  of  axle-trees,  jokea*  and  traces ;  the  diffi- 
culty of  ascending  Boode  Sand  Kloof;  the  impractica- 
bility of  passing  tlic  Wttunbtrg  or  Mosiaert  Heek,  which 
compelled  them  to  take  the  circuitous  route  over  the  Hot 
River  Kloof  (in  then:  progress  through  which,  Mr.  Truter 
observes,  they  crossed  the  mpid  stream  of  the  same  name 
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riisliing  down  its  rocky  clmnncl  no  less  than  seven  thnes)  ; 
tlieir  passage  of  the  Bokkeveldy  and  that  corner  of  the  Great 
Karroo  or  desert  between  it  and  tlie  Botrgeveld,  where  the 
absence  of  ull  human  hnhitatifins  rnmprllt  r!  them  to  sleep  for 
several  nights  in  their  tents  and  v.  nnuoiis  ;  l?;rir  ascent,  i'rom 
those  plains,  up  the  steep  and  loily  niountiuii^  called  the 
T?oo-frpveld  : — after  sumionntinij  these  and  maiiy  other  diffi- 
ttilti'-i  they  arrived,  on  the  evening  of  the  \  Uh,  on  the  south 
bank  of  (he  Great  Rict  river,  opposite  the  lio/ifidt  r^T,  where 
they  p Relied  their  tents  for  the  night,  the  weather  lx*ing  ex- 
tremely cold,  boisterous  and  rainy.  In  llm  river  they  caught 
an  aituiuiance  ul  a  particular  species  of  fish,  the  flavour  of 
which  was  tolerably  sjood ;  but  the  bones  being  something 
of  the  same  kind  at»  iu  the  herring,  and  tlu;  lish  small,  made 
it  the  less  acceptable  to  hungry  travellers.  Here  also,  for 
tlie  first  time,  they  obscrA'cd  the  fresh  prints  of  the  paws  of 
a  lion. 

Punuing  their  journey  Seom  hence^  after  crossing  die  river 
several  times,  they  halted  at  a  deserted  farm  house  called  the 
Gtmna-Kraal,  which  plae6  had  previously  been  appointed  as 
the  rendezTous  for  the  escort  of  boof»  that  were  summoned 
to  attend  the  expedition,  a»  well  as  fot  the  relays  of  fi«sh 
oxen  to  draw  the  waggons  over  the  desert.  But  having 
waited  here  for  two  days  without  receiving  any  intelligence 
either  of  the  boors  or  the  oxen,  they  resolved  to  proceed 
•*  without  them ;  and  accordin^y,  on  the  18th,  after  crossing 
the  Karree  river,  which  is  here  coostdercd  to  be  the  boundary 
of  the  colony,  they  made  a  short  day's  journey  and  encamped 
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for  the  night  near  the  Brakke  fontein,  where  tlu'v  piescnLiy 
had  the  srrat  satisfaction  If)  perceive,  at  some  distiince,  a 
party  ot  boors  and  llolteutols  and  cattle  hastening  towards 
thcin  over  the  plain.  Their  joy,  lion  cvcr,  was  f)f  short  dura- 
tion, aud  followed  by  vexation  and  disa])poiiiUuent ;  for,  on 
examining  the  oxen,  tlie  greater  part  were  found  to  be  very 
'younsj,  totally  unaccustomed  to  tlie  yoke,  and  not  a  single 
g<)od  Lcuiii  could  be  selected  from  the  whole  drove. 

Determined,  notwithstanding  this  grievous  disappointment, 
to  proeecnte  the  jouroej  tiiej  fasd  undertaken,  and  being 
now  advanced  beyond  the  limits  of  the  colony,  it  was  deemed 
expedient,  in  the*  first  place,  to  muster  the  party,  to  asoeiw 
tain  the  strength  of  the  expeditkm,  and  to  pfescribe  certain 
regulations  fat  their  conduct,  which  were  rigidly  to  be  ad* 
heied  to  during  the  journey  faefiire  them,  whose  distance  and 
duration  were  equally  uncertun. 

The  account  d  the  whole  ezpeditioa  was  found  to  stand 
as  follows : 

Hr.lVater,      7  .  ,      .  . 
Mr.  SamariUe,  \  ^^"«9^'»»- 

Mr.  Daniell,  secretary  and  draughtsman. 

Mr.  Borcherds,  assistant  secretary. 

Mr.  Scholtz,  superintendant  of  the  waggons. 

^ven  Dutch  Boon,  inhabitants  of  the  Roggeveld.  * 

Making  in  the  whole  twelve  Christians. 
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24  Hottentots  and  Baitard  Uottentot» 

4  Slaves 
120  Draught  oxen 
18  Saddle  Horses,  and  ^ 
20  Large  mufikets. 


With  the  blessing  of  God,**- observes  Mr,  Trutcr,  "  we 
**  considered  these  our  numbers  and  our  means  of  defence 
*'  to  be  fully  sufficient  for  our  protection  and  preservation ; 

**  and,  confiding  in  his  goodness,  we  launched  upon  the 
"  Karroo  or  desert  plains  on  the  COth  October."  Little  oc- 
curred in  their  journey  over  these  dreary  solitude5?  to  engage 
the  attention,  except  tlieir  uncommon  steiility,  and  now  and 
tlien  a  few  qnachas  or  wild  honsrs,  a  solitary  s^onshi^ky  an  eland,  a 
/lurtebeest,  or  a  pair  of  ostriches^,  whieh  might  perhaps  be  ob- 
<spn'^ed  iira/inf:  at  a  distance,  or  ser)uring  away  to  avoid  the 
party,  when  they  happene-d  to  approach  them  unperceived.  In 
the  course  of  the  third  day  they  passed  the  luius  of  an  earthen 
burlding  of  considerable  diincnsions,  surrounded  by  a  number 
of  demolishf  d  huts,  which  tijcy  were  niformed  were  the  re- 
mains of  an  esi a i)lishmeut  attempted  to  be  fbrmerf  by  the  two 
gospel  missionaries  Kichererand  I  'd  wards,  uiider  the  direction 
of  the  society  for  send  in  !Z  missions  into  Africa  and  the  East. 
Proceeding  slowly  till  midnight,  they  halted  on  the  bank  of  the 
Sack  riv(  r,  near  which  the  next  morning  they  observed  an- 
other kraal  or  hamlet  in  ruins»  where  tbese  missiooaries  had 
held  a  temporary  residence.  At  this-  place  two  misemUe 
iQoking  wretches*  of  the  tribe  of  men  usually  called  Bosjes- 
men  by  the  colonists,  perfectly  naked,  and  apparently  perish- 
ing with  hunger,  advanced  towanb-  the  encampmeDl^  and 
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accosted  the  party  in  a  language  wholly  unintelligible ;  but 
ihe  sigDS  they  made  use  of  could  not  easily  be  mistaken. 
They  gave  them  soractliing  to  eat,  which,  with  a  little  to- 
bacco, ]\iu\  nil  instantancoiis  effect  on  their  spirits,  and  caused 
them  to  daiK-c  tor  joy.  Thcv  wore  jxmt  able  to  make  the 
party  understriiul  lliat  their  names  were  Jticnh  and  Jcpth€y 
and  that  thry  had  been  disciples  of  the  two  missionaries 
aJjovc>meutioned. 

Pursuing  their  journey  over  these  dreary  and  desolate 
plain*?,  where  li  u  living;  creatures  except  a  quachoy  a  harte^ 
/y(r.s/,  or  an  ostricl)  were  occasionally  seen  browsinir  at  a 
tlistance,  the  party  airived  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  at  a 
brack  or  saltish  river,  where  they  jjilclied  their  tcijU  for  the 
night.  Here  they  were  again  accosted  by  a  solitary  Bosjes- 
man,  who  called  Unn-idl  ff  ildboji/,  indicatuig  by  bigm,  for  not 
a  creature  could  comprehend  Uie  meaning  of  a  single  syllable 
he  uttered,  that  he  was  extremely  hungry.  Having  ordered 
as  much  food  to  be  given  to  him  as  was  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  craving  of  his  appetite,  he  stole  away  in  the  course  of  die 
mf^tf  and  they  saw  no  more  of  him. 

At  a  fitde  distance  from  the  next  halting  place,  the  Lion's 
fmiem,  one  of  the  party  had  the  good  Untune  to  i^oot  a 
quacha  of  a  larger  sue  than  what  any  of  the  boors  had  ever 
recollected  to  have  seen,  of  which  Mr.  Daniell  made  a  very 
accurate  drawing.  It  was  the  fint  wild  quadruped  they  had 
procured.  In  the  midst  of  so  extensive  and  dreary  a  desert 
they  were  not  a  little  surprized,  though  by  no  means  an  un- 
usual thing,  to  meet  with  a  Dutch  boor  of  the  name  of  Koif 
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who,  with  a  waggon  and  liis  w  hcih  ^unily,  his  slaves,  his 
Hottentots,  his  cattle  and  ^  his  sheep,  >vas  travelling  leisurely 
from  the  Oraoge  river  towards  the  skirts  of  the  colony.  The 
disinclination  of  these  people  to  establish  themselves  on  E 
particular  spot,  and  to  live  in  any  sort  of  comfort,  is  very 
remarkable,  and  can  only  be  explained  on  the  principle  of  an 
irresistible  chaini  which  unbounded  liberty  ni  i  unrestrained 
possession  exert  on  the  human  mind,  and  which  operates 
most  powerfully  on  him  who  has  never  known  the  pleasures  of 
social  life.  It  is  a  well  known  fart,  that  iRiinhers  of  the  French 
ofhceis  in  Americn,  led  by  I  lie  impulse  of  this  principle, 
retired  into  the  Indian  settlements,  threw  aside  their  cioUimg, 
painted  and  tatooed  their  bodies  and  became,  in  e\ery 
rcsj)crt,  sa\  aoes  of  a  unirh  worse.  (Icscrifition  tlian  the  natives, 
by  uniting  with  their  new  comhtiun  all  llie  vices  of  civilized 
life.  To  rove  al>out  the  desert  wilds  of  Africa,  to  haiaiiij  and 
destroy  the  harmless  nati\ci,  to  feast  on  gam(^  jirocured  by 
tiicir  liottcntots,  and  to  sleep  and  loiler  away  the  day  while 
Jolting  in  his  waggon,  are  to  the  Dutch  boor  among  the 
most  exquisite  pleasures  he  is  capable  ot  enjoying.  By  indo- 
lence and  gluttony,  from  the  efiects  of  a  good  climate  and  a 
fiee  exposure  to  air,  these  people  usually  grow  to  a  monstrous 
size:  and  if  sufiered  to  continue  th&x  present  uncontrolled 
'  mode  <tf  life,  they  may  ultimately  give  birth  to  a  race  of  Pata^ 
^nians'on  the  southern  extremity  of  Africa,  not  inferior  in 
stature  to  their  tall  brethren  on  the  opposite  coast  of  America. 

Continuing  their  journey  on  the  S8th  and  29th  over  a 
rugged  country  and  a  constant  succession  of  hills,  whose 
surfaces-  were  strewed  with  a  grrater  abundance  of  stones. 
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than  of  vegetation  and  on  whicii  two  or  three  of  their  wag* 
gpns  broke  tlown,  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  halting 
on  l)(ith  nights,  without  finding  the  least  ^jrass  or  any  kind  of 
tltod  tor  tlie  cattle  and  without  a  drop  of  Avatcr.  This  hilly 
part  ot'tl'.c  country  was  calletl  by  the  boors  the  Knrreehergen. 
From  the  teet  of  these  hilh  a  phiin  of  vast  extent  stretched 
ont  to  tlic  iiortliward,  of  a  nature  allogclher  different  tioni 
the  Karroo  dcvert  over  which  thcv  had  junt  passed  :  the  latter 
being  a  sohd  bed  of  clay  on  whii  h  little  vegetation  appears, 
except  a  few  stragghng  weak  ami  sickly  succulent  plants; 
but  the  fonner  was  thickly  <  ()V(  red  with  lonii  with(>rrd  grass. 
On  the  skirls  of  this  plain  oar  travellers  observed  ut  a  distance 
a  party  of  natives  intending  apparently  to  approach  them.  It 
(  oi)sisted  of  eiaht  persons,  some  partially  covered  with  skins, 
and  others  nuked;  butuUui  thciuannedwithbowiiintheir hands, 
quivers  on  their  backs,  and  arrows  stuck  in  a  fillet  boiuid  round 
the  head  forming  a  kbd  of  •coronet.  Having  adranced  pretty 
near  the  waggons  they  stopped  short;  and  on  being  beckoned  to 
fXfsaict  forwards,  they  made  signs,  by  pointing  to  the  ground,  that 
somebody  should  first  go  to  them.  Accordingly  some  of  the 
])arty  proceeded  towards  them,  on  which  they  betrayed  eri* 
dent  marks  of  fear.  They  were  presented  with  some 
hicqueited  brass  medallions,  a  couple  of  gcenadier^  caps,  a 
few  ^t  rings,  a  little  tobacco  and,  as  they  appeared  to  be 
greatly  in  want  of  food,  with  a  whole  sheep,  which  they  im- 
mediately killed  by  cutting  the  throat ;  and  having  divided  it 
among  llu  111  ill  shares  as  nearly  equal  as  they  tould  contrive, 
including  l)olh  the  skin  and  the  entrails,  t  liey  walked  off  with 
greut  satisfaction.  Shoriiy  after  this  three  otliei^ctf  the  same 
tribe  made  thek  appearaace;  but  all  the  endeavours  of  the 
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party  to  bring  them  lo  a  conversation  were  unavailing;.  Two 
of"  tlitiii  retired,  and  the  third,  nf>rr  mur  h  persuasion  by 
siLMis,  ad\anrc(l  near  cnouiih  to  icfcivi'  a  la'ion  of  tobaeeo 
lor  himself  and  two  Ibr  his  companigus,  wbcu  he  also  in- 
stantly vanished. 

On  the  midst  uCthis  grassy  pliiiu  uur  travcUtus  came  to  nn 
extensive  lake,  tlie  water  wiueh  wa^  so  very  salt  as  to  be 
wlioHy  unlit  fur  Uiic  eillier  by  man  or  beast.  At  tlic  lll^laliee 
of  fi\  r  jiuk-<  Ix-yond  thi.s  lake  they  came  lu  a  second,  and 
fariiier  011  to  a  third,  all  of  the  same  description.  Rjainr;;  by  a 
gentle  ascent  from  this  plain  to  011c  of  niiirh  greater  elevation, 
they  ai  rived  on  the  1st  November  at  the  entrance  of  a  poort  or 
chasm  in  a  ridge  of  high  hills  where,  for  the  first  time  since  leav- 
ing the  mountain  of  the  Roggevcld,  a  distance  not  much  short 
of  two  hundred  miles,  tlicy  bad  met  with  any  species  of  plant 
which  could  be  said  to  bear  the  raMsnblaiMDe  of  a  tree.  Prom 
*  these  lonely  wastes  of  Aiiica,  **  where,"  as  Dr.  Johnson  ob- 
serves of  part  of  Scotland,  <*  the  tmreUer  has  notiiiag  to 
**  template  but  grounds  that  have  no  visible  boundaries,'* 
nature  seems  to  have  withheld  her  boimttous  hand,  and 
doomed  them  to  cheedess,  irremediable,  and  consequentlj 
perpetual,  sterility.  On  the  spot,  however,  where  the  tra- 
▼ellers  were  now  arrived  the  sides  of  the  bilk  were  enlivenijsd 
by  shrubby  plants  and  straggling  trees,  and  whole  forests  ap- 
peared in  many  of  the  rallies.  The  Suc^  of  the  country  beg^n 
now  to  assume  a  pleasing  and  an  interesting  aspect,  aqd  still 
more  so  towards  tiie  middle  of  the*  same  day,  when  the  party 
anived  on  the  southern  bank  of  a  river  of  vexy  considerable 
magnitude,  called  by  the  natives  the  Gariep,  but  by  the 
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colonists  the  0/tfW£r<' river.  Numbers  of  Hottentots  came  forvv  aid 
to  meet  them  ;  and  on  tlic  opposite  bank  they  could  perceive 
an  extensive  village,  composed  of  decent  looking  huts.  After 
passing  the  long  and  dreary  Karroo  desert,  it  was  an  interest* 
ing  aud  a  cheeifnl  event  to  mix  with  a  vetj  consideiabte  po- 
pulation, a]>parentlj  of  a  much  superior  class  of  beings^ 
though  probably  of  thevsame  race,  to  those  few  miserable 
wretches  wliich  had  hitherto  occasionally  shewn  themselves 
in  the  course  of  the  journey. 

A  river  of  such  unusual  magnitude  in  tffis  quarter  of  tlie 
globe  was  also  a  subject  which  afibrded  them  no  small  degree 
of  pleasure.  At  this  spot  it  was  dinded  into  two  branches 
by  an  island  in  the  middle,  each  of  which  was  not  less  than 
six  hundred  yards  in  width.  The  water»  by  sounding,  was 
found  to  be  deeper  than  the  height  of  the  bottom  of  the  . 
waggons ;  it  became  necessary,  therefore,  to  raise  tlieir  con- 
tents»  by  means  of  billets  of  wood,  in  order  to  keep  them  * 
dry.  The  whole  cavalcade  got  snfc  ly  over  the  two  streams, 
except  one  waggon,  the  oxen  of  which,  having  by  some  acci- 
dent turned  their  beads  down  the  stream,  gol  into  deeper 
^vatcr,  where  they  soon  lost  their  legs ;  and  the  whole  ma- 
chine being  swept  away  with  great  violence,  both  oxen  and 
Wfiggon  would  inevitably  have  been  lost,  but  for  the  active 
exertions  of  the  native  llottentofs  who,  by  cuttini:  the  yokes 
and  traces,  fn  rcl  the  oxen  and  brought  all  except  one  safe 
to  the  shore  ;  and  aftenvards  succeedetl  in  dragging  out  the 
waggon,  which  was  overturned  by  the  stream.  "  The  Dutch 
*«  1mm >r!^,"  observes  ISIr.  Truter,  "  were  as  helpl^  children, 
•*  ami  of  no  manner  of  assistance  whatever.** 
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The  native  inliabitants  which  are  settled  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ornn<re  river,  where  our  travellers  crossoul  it,  (namely  in 
latitude  29"  N.  and  longitude  between  25"  and  24°  E.)  are  a  va- 
riety of  tlic  Hottentot  rare,  whose  particular  horde,  in  tlu.ur  own 
laniiuaii(\  is  railed  the  Koran.    In  estimatiiis:  tlu  ir  compara- 
tive condition  with  tiie  different  tribes  of  this  nation,  they  niav 
fairly  be  rcckonetl  to  rank  mtirh  higher  than  any  of  the  others 
that  are  known  on  the  suntht  m  <  xtremity  of  Africa.  T!i(> 
wide  de«^eft  Knrioo  l)(  two(>n  thcni  and  liie  coh)ny  has  hitliei to 
protert«'il  tlieni  in  a  consideral^Je  degree,  thou<jrh  not  aito- 
trethf'i',  from  thr  oppression  of  the  Dutch  Ixxirs,  under  whose 
iasli  tlu'ir  brethren  less  remote  from  the  colojiy  liavc  so. 
severely  sutVercd.     Their  abode  being  stationary   on  the 
banks  of  ilie  Orange   ii\er,   their  huts  were  constructed 
witii  greater  care,  and  with  a  view  of  being  more  durable ; 
in  their  persons  tiicy  were  more  cleanly,  and  iu  their  dress 
and  domestic  uteiMils  neater,  than  the  Hottentots  usually  are. 
lliis  superiority  may  probably  be  owing,,  in  a  certain  degree, 
to  the  advantages  of  local  situation.  A  ninning  stream  in 
ikmth  AiHca.  is  a  great  rarity.  To  tlie  want  of  water  may 
probably  be  attributed  the  origin-  of  the  custom  of  greasing 
the  skin,  which  this  grand  river  renders  unnecessary.  The 
Korat  accordin^y  exhitnt  none  of  that  filthy  and  squalid  ap* 
pearance  which  characterizes  the  Hottentots  on  the  skirts  of 
the  colony.  Their  features  are  also  of  a  superior  cast.  What 
the  Gwaqmi  were  on  the  eastern  coast  the  Kwa$  seem  to 
be  to  the  northward,  a  mixed  breed  betweoi  tlie  Hottentot 
and  the  Kafler.  The  annexed  figure  of  a^i^ora  wonian» 
drawn  from  nature,  may  serve  to  convey  a  better  idea  than 
can  be  given  by  veibal  description. 
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Their  dwellings,  in  the  shape  ot"  heniisphrrrs,  urnnalfy 
about  six  fret  liio^h  ntjfl  n<z\\t  in  dianieler,  arc  coiistriu  led  on 
the  same  pnneipJe  a.s  tliosr  <»f  the  Namnqua  I lotlcnlots,  and 
covered  with  several  folds  ol  neat  niattiug  made  dI  nishes  or 
conrse  o^ras*?.  They  used  vessels  of  wood,  hollowed  out  from 
blockij  oi  willnw.  loi  containing  milk  and  water.  They  seemed 
to  have  no  knowledge  of  agriculture,  but  had  considerable 
possessions  of  honied  cattle,  sheep,  and  goats.  They  had 
also  plenty  of  dogs.  Jjike  the  Kaffers  they  live  in  a  great 
measure  on  curdled  milk,  on  berries  and  roots,  and  like 
tliose  also  arc  particularly  attentive  to  their  cattle,  which  they 
traia  in  habtto  of  stiict  suboidinatioii  and  command.  When 
a  cow  is  supposed  to  withhold  her  milk,  they  pracliie  the 
metiiod  which  the  ancieni  Sejthians,  aa  we  are  told  by  lilio- 
dottts,  made  use  of  to  foiee  the  milk  out  of  udders  of 
their  mares.  Indeed  both  the  Ka&n  and  Hofttttots  have 
Kcoune  to  this  method,  when  the  animal  is  stubl 
supposed  to  refuse  ^ving  her  milk.  One  <^  die  old 
South  Africa,  by  way  of  connndng  his  readers  of  the 
of  the  practice,  has  embellished  his  work  with  a  print  on  tfa| 
dcsgant  subject,  exhibiting  a  Hottentot  in  the  act  of  blowing 
up  a  cow.  \ 

\ 

Their  dress  consisted  of  skin  cloaks,  like  the  other  Hotten-  \ 

tot  tribes;  and  the  women  wore  square  oniamentcd  apmns 
suspended  from  the  waist,  with  copper  chains  and  beads  of 
glass  round  the  neck,  tJie  wrists,  and  iegfh  These  ^hai^n 
were  probably  procured  from  the  Bamarqs,  a  nation  of  Kat^ 
fers  to  the  nortii-westward,  dweUing  at  the  foot  of  the  copper 
mountains^  This  metal,  indeed,  is  said  to  be  fi>uad  in  many 


1 


uiyiiiz-CQ  by  OoOglj 


SOUTHERN  AFRICA.  375 

places  near  the  banks  of  the  Orange  river,  and  the  party 
picked  up  what  appeared  to  be  a  siieciinen  of  native  gold : 
but  mines  are  of  litde  value  in  a  country  where  there  are  no 
materials  necessary  for  working  them,  no  navigable  rivers  nor 
passable  roads,  by  which  their  produce  can  at  any  reasonable 
expenoe  be  transported  to  a  market,  lliose  ^vho  set  any 
value  on  this  part  of  Southern  Africa  for  the  mines  it  con« 
tains  know  very  little  of  the  nature  of  the  country. 

Some  of  the  men  among  the  Kvrat  were  obsen-ed  to  be 
Monorehides ;  but  whether  the  defect  was  in  consequence  of 
some  operation  submitted  to  while  young  on  superstitious 
grounds,  or  occasioned  by  accident,  or  the  sport  of  nature, 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  ascertained. 

In  swim^ng  across  this  v,-u]c  and  rapid  river,  and  trans- 
porting at  the  siUiw  time  their  sheep  or  other  articles,  the 
Kora$  make  \mi  of  a  curious  contrivance.  Tliev  take  a  log 
of  wood  f'roni  six  to  eight  feet  in  leu^tli,  and  at  the  distance 
of  a  few  inches  from  one  of  its  ends  fix  a  wooden  pr'i.  On 
Uiis  Ic^  the  person  intending  to  er{>ss  the  river  stretclics  liini- 
self  at  fuUlentrth,  and  holding  tii^t  by  the  peg  with  one  hand, 
whilst  with  the  other  and  occasionally  with  his  feet  he 
strikes  to  keep  the  end  of  the  log  in  a  certain  direction  (which 
is  titat  of  an  angle  of  ahout  4.")  decrees  Avith  the  stream)  tlie 
fyl)hquity  of  the  los:  opposed  to  the  <  nirent  causes  it,  in  lioat- 
iiig  down  the  sticam,  to  pu-^h  gradually  over  to  the  opposite 
su\c  '}n  tin  ii  vpoihenusal  line  of  a  tiian^le,  whose  base  is  the 
width  ot  the  nvcr. 
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Both  ll)c  banks  of  llic  (  ):;inm-  riv  rr  were  at  this  part  of  it 
thickly  covered   with  niiiii')s:is  aiui   willows    and  a  trreat 
varietv  of  other  trees,  wlinst-  nanu  -,  and  descii lotions  are  not 
mentioned.    A  little  beyond  tlic  riiilit  bank  the  great  quan- 
tity of  n  s]>erics  of  shvvibby  mimosa,  seldom  hi i;her  than  seven 
or  eight  ieel,  uhli  a  small  \s  iiite  leaf,  was  very  reinarkal)]e. 
It  was  tiie  prevailin'j;  It  at  me  on  the  suiface  of  the  counLry 
for  twenty  or  thirty  nules,  tliongh  not  a  single  })laiit  of  the 
kind  had  appeared  on  the  Cape  side  of  the  nver.    Here  also 
they  found,  growing  in  great  abimdaiu  e,  a  species  of  wild 
onion,  of  a  taste  as  stroni?  and  pmiLivnt  marly  as  that  of 
garlic:  not  w  ithstandin^  w  liicii  il  was  so  lughly  acreptal)lc  to 
the  1ra\(;lkr.s,  that  ihey  la;d  in  an  ample  supply  for  future  * 
use  ou  the  journe}'.     'llu;  leaves,  flowers  and  seeds  re- 
sembled those  of  the  common  cnltivated  species.    On  the 
margin  of  the  nver  tliey  found,  in  great  plenty,  a  suiall  and 
d^cate  orange-cotoiired  poppy ;  and,  creeping  ov«r  a  g^ett 
extent  of  surfiu^e,  a  very  fiagrant  spedes  of  Clmatu  or  Vir- 
gin's  bower.    The  agate,  onyx,  sardonyx  and  chalcedony 
abounded  on  the  pebbled  bed  of  the  riVer,  of  which  they  cxil- 
-  lected  some  very  beautiful  specimens.  Sevml  hippopotami 
were  observed  rolUng  about*  blowing  and  snorting  in  the 
deep  parts  of  the  river,  at  a  little  distance  below  the  foid ; 
and  one  was  severdy.  wounded  by  a  musket  ball,  but  it 
escaped. 

Leaving  the  river  on  the  fidi,  tliey  travelled  till  the  8th 
hefine  they  met  witli  any  water  when,  after  pushing  their 
way  where  neither  traces  of  waggons  nor  tracks  of  any  kind 
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appeared,  niifi  in  r< instant  anxiety  aiy}  doubtful  susj>cnsc 
^vhether  thc^y  might  not  l^e  entangled  and  finally  stopped  by 
mountains,  deep  chasms,  or  thickets,  they  came  to  a  \  iliage  ot 
Kora  Hottentots,  situntcd  in  a  deep  fletile  of  the  mountains  ; 
and  a  hMle  tarlhei  on,  to  a  second  hon  lr  nt  ]>astaard.s  and  IJos- 
jrsmans.uiuier  a  chief  of  the  former  dcsciipi  i-n  whose  name  was 
Kok.   This  man  was  a  kind  of  volunteer  uussioiiary  who,  to  the 
great  astoiusiunent  of  our  travellers,  delivered  a  very  able  dis- 
course to  his  people  in  their  presence,  from  a  tr^xt  out  oi'thp  «*09- 
pel  of  St.  John,  on  the  stihject  of  regeneration,  whicii  was  pre- 
ceded and  followed  by  an  cxtcmporarv  prayer  and  by  sinfiint; 
of  hynms.    The  missionary  Ed^ujds  ;irni  his  wife  uiai  a  boor 
of  the  name  of  Krugcj-  had  joined  lue  party  ou  llie  right 
bank  of  the  Orange  river ;  and  a  little  beyond  the  kraal  oi 
Kok  wa«  tlw  Aakaap  01  IBtittfonUifJu  the  then  residence  of 
Mr.  Kicberer.  On  their  arrival  at  tbb  place  <m  the  8th, 
fseing'Sunday,  they  found  IUb  aealoiu  teadier  4if  ^  gospel 
engaged  in  tiie  duties  of  Us  office.   His  church  was  a  tem- 
poraiy  building  of  poles,  wattled  with  twigs,  plaistesed  orer 
with  claj  and  cow  dung  both  within  and  wkhout,  and  covered 
with  a  thatch  of  iceds.  A  smaller  hut  of  the  same  construe- 
lion  served  ibr  a  school,  and  a  third  fivhis  habitation.  A 
number  «f  other  huts  of  an  infbriotr  kiady  sha|)ed  like  bee- 
hives  and  consiating.cfaieflj  of  grass  matting,  weie  scattered 
wer  the  plain ;  but  on  the  strangers  approaching  towards 
them,  thdr  inhabitants,  men,  women  and  children  all  fled 
and  hid  themseives  in  the  bushes.   Mr.  Kicberer  received  the 
travellen  with  great  kindness  and  afiability.   He  was  assisted 
in  the  labours  of  his  mission  bj  two  other  nussionajries  of  the 
names  of  Anderson  and  Cramer,  all  of  them  sent  out  by  the 
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African  Society  in  I^iulon  for  the  propagation  of  the  gos{>cl 
anion?  the  heathen.  How  lar  tlic  ^uhjocts  ui'  iaiUi,  of  re- 
geaeration,  of  the  'IVinitj  and  other  mjtjtical  doctrines,  can 
consistently  preached  with  advantage,  either  temporal  or 
spuilual,  to  a  race  of  meu  the  most  savage  and  the  most 
miserable  perhaps  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  die  misuooaries 
themselres  ought  ta  be  the  best  judges  f  but  fimm  their  own 
account  of  them  it  would  appear  that  their  leal  is  woliiSy 
misapplied,  and  diat  the  benevolent  intentUNu^  of  the  so- 
ciety at  home,  after  an  enoonotts  expenoe,  can  only  end 
in  disappointment.  The  condition,  indeed,  of  the  poor 
wietches  which  compose  the  congnigation  of  these  mis* 
sionaries  is  snch  as  to  requiire  woddlj  ooni%ts>  rather  than 
spiritual  consolation.  **Thej  take  no  great  care  of  their 
childrett,"  sajs  Mr.  Kicherer,  **  and  never  oonect  them 
"  except  in  a  fit  of  rage,  when  diej  almost  kill  them  by 
**  vere  usage.  In  a  quarrel  between  father  and  molher,  or 
"  the  sereral  wives  of  a  husband,  the  doft  ated  paily  wreaks 
**  his  or  her  vengeance  on  the  child  of  the  conqueror,  which 
"  in  general  loses  its  life.  The  Bosjesmans  will  kill  their 
**  children  without  remorse  on  various  occasions,  as  when 
"  they  are  ill-s!uipt  d,  \vhcn  they  arc  in  want  of  food,,  when 
"  the.  father  of  a  child  has  forsaken  its  mother,  or  when 
**  obliged  to  fly  from  the  boors  or  f)thrr^  ;  hi  wliich  case  they 
"  will  strangle  them,  smother  tliem,  cast  tliem  away  in  the 
**  desert,  or  bury  thcni  alive.  There  are  instances  of  parents 
**  throwing  their  tender  otfspring  to  the  hunf^ry  lion,  who 
"  stands  roaring  before  their  cavern,  refusing  to  depart  till 
"  some  peace-ofifering  be  made  to  liim.  Tiiey  also  frequently 
**  finsake  their        relations,  leaving  the  old  person  with  a 
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piece  of  meat  and  an  ostrich  egg-«1ieS  full  of  water :  as 
**  soon  as  this  littie  stock  is  exhausted,  the  poor  deserted 

**  creature  must  perish  by  hunger  or  become  the  prey  of  wild 
•*  beasts.  Many  of  these  wild  Hottentots  live  by  pUmder 
"  and  murder,  and  are  guilty  of  the  most  horrid  and  atro- 
cious  actions.  Such,"  says  he,  "  are  the  people  to  whom 
"  the  providence  of  God  has  directed  our  ooune.'* 

Setting  aside  the  sheer  nonsense  of  the  lion  roaring  before 
the  cavern,  which  the  ea^y  credulity  of  Mr.  Kichcrcr  led  him 
to  believe  as  a  tuct,  it  is  evident  on  the  face  of  the  above 
statement  tiiat  the  chief,  and  perhaps  tlie  sole,  motive  for 
destroying  or  abandoning  the  helpless  and  tho  destitute,  tlie 
infants  and  the  aged,  is  their  extreme  indigence.  Without 
any  coverinc:  to  jnotect  his  body  frotti  the  vicissihuUs  of  the 
weather,  without  possessions  or  property  of  any  kind  except 
his  how  and  bis  (juiver  of  arrows,  the  Bosjesnian  exists  from 
day  to  day  on  what  the  fortune  of  the  chase  nuiy  throw  wiiliin 
his  reach,  on  a  few  bulbous  roots  which  the  barren  soil 
scantily  sapj)Ues,  on  the  e^fis  of  ants  and  tlie  larvae  of  locusts  ; 
and  when  these  all  fail,  he  is  iilad  to  have  recourse  to  toads, 
mice,  snakes,  and  luards.  To  saUbfy  the  present  cravinc:  of 
the  stomach  is  his  grand  object ;  and  this  accomplished  in  its 
fullest  «xtent,  he  seems  to  enjoy  a  shortFlived  species  of  hap- 
piness, which  eith«r  thews  itidf  in  an  eihilanHkm  of  spirits 
not  unlike  that  which  usuaDjr  attends  the  fint  stag^  of  intosd- 
cation,  or  throws  him  into  a  profound  sleep.  Among  such  a 
people  it  is  not  surprising  that  infiwts  and  aged  })eraon8 
should, be  left  to  perish.  If  the  <lfeadof  pinching  poverty 
and  the  horrore  of  absdute  want  are  sufficient'  to  ui^ge  the 
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civilised  Chinrsn  to  the  commission  of  infanticido  on  their  own 
offspriiic^,  it  is  tlie  less  surprizing  that  a  similar  or  n  still 
more  hopeless  condition  should  oprrate  similar  ctlrcts  o!i 
the  savage  Bosjcsman.  Human  luiUjre  is  every  wlioc  tlie 
same.  When  the  Moravian  missionai  ies  first  landed  in  La- 
brador, the  i>ame  inhuman  practice,  though  with  the  most 
bene\o!ent  intention,  prevailed  aniouo:  die  natives  of  putting 
to  death  the  ^villo\vs  auU  the  orphans ;  not  because  it  was  an 
ancient  eu>t()m,  or  tliat  the  .^luuiUiiio;  of  human  l)lood  was 
atrreeable  to  their  natiu'e,  but  tor  a  much  stron2;cr  reason  r 
improvident  of  their  own  families,  they  could  not  be  sup- 
posed to  supply  tlie  means  of  support  for  the  helpless  orphan- 
or  the  desolate  vidotir  of  another.  And  hei-e  the  superior 
advantages  resulting  from  the  system  of  the  Moravians  over 
that  of  the  Gospel  missioiiaiies  are  moitfiMrdblj  demonstrated. 
Instead  of  encouraging  the  natives  in  thdr  lainbling  dis- 
pomtion  from  place  to  place,  they  laboured  to  fix  dieiD  ta 
one  spot ;  instead  of  preaching  to  tiiem  the  mysteriotts  pacts 
of  the  gospel,  they  imtmcted  them  in  usefol  and  industrioua 
habits ;  instead  of  building  a  church,  they  erected  a  s(qp&- 
bouae.  They  caused  this  common  store  to  be  divided  into 
as  many  compartments  as  there  were  families,  leaving  one  at 
cadi  end  larger  than  the  rest  to  be  appn^priated  solely  to 
the  use  of  the  widows  and  the  orphans ;  and  having  taught 
them  the  process  of  salting  and  drying  the  fiA  cau^t  in  vast 
multitudes  in  die  summer  months,  tiie  produce  was  collected 
.pnta  this  general  depository  of  their  industry,  to  serve  as  a 
provision  for  the  long  and  dismal  winter  which  leigns  in  tbia 
•inclement  climate;  deducting,  however,  fiom  the  compart* 
meat  of  every  ^ftmily  a  tenth  of  the  produce,  to  be  deposited 
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m  those  of  the  widows  and  tlic  orplians.  Their  lalxnira 
^'i'vc  rro^vncd  with  complete  success.  Froui  tliis  time  a  pro- 
visioii  was  iiiMfif  suffirieHt  for  the  preservatiae  of  these  dcr 
solate  and  helpless  creatures.  'J'lius  the  Moravian  Soeiety 
has  been  the  means  of  ronvertiug  the  iiiliaijitants  of  La- 
brador into  useful  citizens  as  well  as  good  Christians,  \.  hilst 
the  African  Society  has  nqt  reclaimed  a.  single  Jji>s|i;snian 
from  the  wild  and  savage  state  iu  wbicli  its  zealous  aiis- 
aionaries  first  discovered  him. 

If  zeal  alone  was  sufficient  for  the  conversion  of  these 
miserable  creatures  to  Christianity,  and  consequcntlj  to  a 
state  ot  civilisation,  no  man  has  mote  merit  nor  better  de- 
serves success  tiian  the  miawonary  Kicfaeier.  He  k  in  every 
respect  &  tnily  worthy  chaiacter,  bat  he  ia  an  enthiMiaat; 
and  he  feels  and  assumes  to  himseilf  more  merit  in  being  able 
to  idate'some  little  anecdote  of-a  savage  applying  or  quoting 
a  scripture  passage,  than  if  he  had  accomplished  all  that  the 
MoraTians  have  done  for  the  Hottentots  (and  they  ha?e  done 
much)  at  Bavian's  Kloof.   He  observes,  for  instance,  in  one* 
of  his  leports  to  the  Sodety,  that  the  Bo^esraans  make  a  fire  - 
by  twirling  the  pomt  of  ft  stick  on  the  sui&ce  of  another :: 
that  one  of  bis  people  in  a  rainy<  night,  not  bei^g  able  to  ^uc» 
cced,  betbonght  himself  of  calling  on  Jesus,  when  he  was 
immediatdy  answcied,  and  strudK  up  a  good  file  notwith-- 
staoding^the  rain, . 

Every  account  that  has  been  given  of  the  I'usjcsamns  tends 
to  confirm  the  opinion  of  their  bemg  among  the  most  miser- 
able of  the  human  race,  and  in  their  present  condition  whoUy 
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incapable  profiting  by  tlie  doctrines  of  Christiamty.  Tlieir 
number  is,  however,  very  inconsiderable.  In  travelUngr 
through  the  lieart  of  the  desert  occupied  by  them,  the  present 
party  did  not  in  the  whole  Joumey  see  fifty  persons,  and  of 
course  had  but  little  opportunity  ot  iiuikiiig  and  comparing 

-  tlieir  observations  on  their  character  and  condition.  Of  the  few 
they  saw  it  wan  remarked  tliat  several  had  attained  a  very 
considerable  age  ;  that  the  oldest  had  not  Ipst  a  single  tooth, 
but  that  in  many  instances  they  were  worn  down  in  a  remark- 
able manner  to  mere  btumps ;  that  out  of  the  mimber  seen 
at  least  balf  a  doaaA  were  bfind  in  one  eye,  which  they  pie- 
tendcd  to  have  been  occasioned  while  young  by  aoddents 
from  fire ;  that  the  greater  part  wanted  the  fint  joint  of  the 

.  little  finger,  which  they  said  had  been  taken  off  as  a  charm 
against  misfortunes,  or  to  stop  an  incipient  disoidiv;  that  the 
sting  of  a  scorpion,  which  to  Europeans  or  colonists  Is  always 
attended  with  dangerous  coosequenoes,  and  hj  which 
one  of  the  present  parfy  suffered  severely,  has  no  ill  efiect 
on  tliis  people,  which  thej  endeavoured  to  exjdBin  by  saying 
that  wh^e  children  bemg  accustomed  to  be  stnng  bj  these 
insects,  the  poison  in  time  ceases  to  have  any  eAect  on  (Jiem« 
as  the  small-pox  virus  loses  its  action  on  a  person  who  has 
had  the  disease* 

in  their  persons  they  were  all  diminutive,  but  well  made ; 
of  the  colour  of  a  faded  leaf ;  the  joints  and  prominent  parts 
of  the  body  almost  black  with  a  thick  coating  of  hardened  * 
dirt;  their  fiair  clotted,  which  with  the  face  was  smeared 
over  with  red  ochre  and  tat  ;  their  little  eyes,  scarcely 
visible,  were  always  iu  mutioo,  and  ever  on  the  watch. 
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*nkeir  whole  fiiopertj  was  veiy  portable,  oonristiiig  geneiafl/ 
of  a  bow  and  quiver  of  arrows,  a  Belt  of  skin,  and  sometimes 
half  a  doak,  two  or  thiee  thin  grass  mats  whidi,  when  fixed 
between  two  stidts  over  a  round  bole  dugin  tiie  ^und,  steve 
fat  a  dwelling,  and  a  wild  gouid  or  an  ostrich  egg^^hell  to 
cany  a  iitOe  water.  Sometimes  they  are  accompanied  by 
little  dogs  not  unlike  a  spedes  of  jackall,  hamg  a  ruff 
of  long,  hair  round  the  lower  part  of  tlie  neck.  IVo  or  three 
of  these  people  \rere  also,  like  tiie  Korat,  mtnorchides ;  and 
^  women  had  those  pecultar,  conformations  of  certain  parts 
of  the  body,  which  are  so  i^neral  in  the  Hottentot  race,  to  a 
very  remarkable  dcsnre.  It  appeared  indeed  that  the  eionga- 
tion  of  one  jjart  und  tlie  protidK-rance  of  the  other  were 
generally  in  tlie  inverse  proportion  of  the  stature  of  tlie  ia« 
dividual* 

Til  this  mixed  society  tlu;  party  had  the  good  fortune  ta 
njeet  with  two  persons  wiio  had  it  in  their  power  to  rt-ader 
them  es,sential  services.  The  one  was  a  native  Iioo.</ii/anat 
of  the  nani(^  oi'  Miklan^o,  who  spoke  a  litlle  Dutch,  and  who 
wilUnsjly  engaged  to  accompany  tliem  as  interpreter;  but  he 
was  wholly  unacqnainttd  with  the  road  which  led  to  his  o\mi 
country .  The  other  was  his  eonirade  'Makaiita,  who  A\ai>  ucil 
jicipiainted  with  the  country,  and  rcutUly  undertook  to  be 
their  guide.  A  Dutch  boor  of  name  of  Kruger  also 
joined  the  expedition  at  this  place  :  be- had  b^n  pointed  out 
to  them  as  a  man  of  great  resource,  and  fikely  to  be  of  use. 
At  an  early  period  of  life  his  brother  and  himself  having  ex» 
ercised  their  ingenuity  in  forging  the  paper  currency  of  the 
colony,  were  banished  for  life  to  Robbep  Island  in  the  moutb 
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of  Table  bay;  bat  before  they  had  remained  long  tbey  ooqk 
trived,  bj  means  of  a  hoat  made  of  dried  skins,  to  escape  to 
the  continent,  and  to  fly  into  the  country  of  tlie  Booshuanatf 
where  the  elder  Inother  vr^%  trodden  to  death  by  an  elephant; 
and  the  present  man  had  been  living  among  the  savages  on 
the  skirts  of  the  colony,  an  outlaw  and  a  vagabond,  for 
nnarlv  twenty  years.  Intbniied  of  his  situation,  the  party 
had  {■an-i(^(i  with  them  a  conditional  pardon  from  the  Court 
or.)u>tirr  at  ihv  C<!pf\  to  Avhich  hi.s  long  s\itl'crings  and  his 
willing  services  on  the  present  occasion  amply  entitled 
him. 

Having  at  this  place,  Ix  side  the  above-mentioned  pcisoiiJs 
added  twelve  Kara  Hottentots  to  the  strength  of  the  cx[)cdi- 
tion,  and  procured  loily -eight  head  of  draught  oxen  in  lieu 
of  seventv-six  aht  .aiy  worn  out  with  fatigue,  tiie  partv  pro- 
ceeded on  the  12Ui ;  and,  at'ter  separating  in  the  dark  ajul 
losing  their  way  on  the  desert,  the  wi)ole  tortunaiely  rejoined 
at  a  spring  of  water  on  the  evemng  ol"  the  15th.  The  next 
day  they  were  accosted  by  six  naked  Bosjesmaus  craving,  as 
!i8ual,  a  little  food.  This  night  they  halted  at  the  Makatanie 
or  Duck-spring,  near  which  their  attention  was  attracted  by 
■a  singular  cone-shaped  hill,  where  they  discovered  a  deep 
cavern  occupied  by  whole  flocks  of  turtle  doves,  whose  nests 
loaded  the  buahes  that  nearly  ciioaked  up  its  mouth.  The 
bottom  of  the  cavern  was  strewed  over  with  a  reddish  brown 
ochraoeous  earth,  aboundiog  with  mica, '  which  is  used  both 
by  the  AVm  who  are  brown,  and  the  B^nhumuit  who  am 
black,  ibr  painting  their  bodies,  after  which  the  skin  has  a 
glossy  appearance  not  unlike  the  suilace  of  a  bronae  statue. 
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A  little  bejfbnd  tfab  hill  they  came  to  the  Magaaga  fontem  or 
the  Spring  of  the  Iron  Mountain,  the  name  of  which  induced 
some  of  the  party  to  ascend  the  heights  and  euonine  the 
focks  and  stones  on  the  surfiu^  taking  with  *them  a  pocket 
compass.  The  masses  of  rock  were  composed  generally  of  a 
ponderous  stone*  which  evidently  abounded  with  iron ;  and 
they  found  l^bat  the  compass  was  very  materiany  affected. 
By  placing  the  needle  on  some  of  the  iron-stones  it  appeared 
completely  to  have  lost  its  polarity,  pointing  difiereotly  on 
diflerent  stones,  sometimes  in  an  opposite  direction,  vibrat* 
io^  at  one  time  with  great  violence,  and  again  whirling  en- 
tirely round ;  from  wUch  they  concluded  that  the  mountain 
contained  native  inm,  or  othtf  substances  diat  vrese  impreg^ 
nated  with  magnetic  matter.  It  does  not  appear,  however, 
that  they  discovered  anj  specimens  which  could  be  considered 
as  containing  iron  in  its  native  state. . 

After  chasing  in  these  mountains,  nnd  in  the  passes  through 
which  their  route  led  them,  a  variety  of  the  larger  kind  of 
game,  as  /larlcbee^fts,  spriiifihoks,  and  ostriches,  the  tra- 
vellers came  in  the  dusk  of  the  eveiiuig  to  the  banks  of  a  lake 
called  the  Aoi/.sA/e,  whose  extent  was  several  thousand  feci  in 
circumfereneo.  A  belt  of  tall  reeds  surrounded  its  inar^iij, 
h\  several  parts  oi  ^vhich  were  gro\viii(j:  \  r\y  l)caiitifiil  kiiotjs 
of  the  Kam>o  mimosa.  Near  the  brink  oi'  the  ^va^el■  iiicy 
obsched  a  nuuibcr  oi  holes  that  had  been  uiiuh;  by  the  ]3os- 
jesmans,  with  a  view  to  entrap  the  vvikl  ix  asts  of  the  desert 
coming  ihilhcr  to  quench  their  thiist ;  and  in  one  of  them 
they  found  a  dead  steeuOoJft  which  iiad  apparently  faJlcu  iu 
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not  many  houis  bcfone.  Just  as  they  were  leaving  the  lake 
a  herd  of  wild  buffaloes  were  observed  at  a  distance,  advancing 
towards  the  place  where  they  were  posted,  on  whidi  prepara- 
tions were  immediately  made  to  receive  them.  When  these 
huge  animals  had  approached  sufficiently  near,  the  party 
firod  a  ToUey  among  them,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  three 
of  them  hH  to  the  ground,  of  so  huge  a  size  that  tlie  carcase 
of  one  was  found  to  be  more  than  suffident  to  feast  the  whole 
company.  Continuing  the  joomey  till  night  without  finding  any- 
water,  they  were  nevertheless  compeUdd  to  halt  from  the 
fatigued  state  oi  the  oxen.  In  the  morning  before  day-break^ 
they  resumed  their  journey  over  a  wide  and  desert  plain,  on 
which,  however,  a  few  trees  were  thinly  scattered.  In  the 
couise  of  this  day  our  traveUers,  it  seems,  were  highly  grati- 
fied with  the  Sight  of  a  novel  and  interesting  object.  It  was 
a  girajfe  or  eomehpardalis  trotting  before  them,  at  no  great 
distance,  in  a  very  singular  and  awkward  manner,  apparendj 
at  a  slow  pace ;  but  un  being  diasecl,  it  was  found  to  clear 
the  ground  with  such  celerity  as  to  leave  its  pursuers  far  be- 
hind. Presently  after  this  a  herd,  consisting  of  nine  full 
gro\ra  nninials  and  two  young  foals,  made  its  appearance; 
upon  which  the  whole  party  immediately  gave  chase,  in  the 
liope  of  being  able  to  take  at  least  the  foals  ;  but  tfirir  speed 
was  so  rrrcat  that  they  presently  outstripped  the  fleetest  horse 
f  and  vanished  out  of  sight. 

Having  nor.  imvelled  eighteen  injurs  without  lialting,  and 
more  than  thirty  hours  without  the  cattle  having  tasted  w  ater, 
they  at  length  arrived,  to  their  inexpressible  joy,  at  the  most 
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copious,  transparent^  and  ddightfal  spring  of  water  that  had 
occuraed  in  the  whole  joimiejr;  and  twD  milos  boyond'this 
they  discovered  another  still  superior,  which  indeed  is  pro- 
bably not  to  be  matched  in  the  whole  of  Southern  Africa,  as 
,  far  as  it  is  hitherto  known.  It  not  only  gushed  from  a  cavern 
of  rocks  as  from  the  sluice  of  a  mili-dani»  but  in  innume- 
rable springs  spouted  up  out  of  an  extensive  l>ed  of  wiute 
crystallized  pebbles  and  quartzose  sand,  fomiing,  at  not  more 
than  a  hundred  pares  from  its  sonrr(^.  a  stream  of  at  lcn«t 
thirty  ft'<'t  wide  and  two  tccf  drt'j),  called  the  Kourmnnna  or 
Booikuana  river,  %vhoi>c  direction  was  to  die  northward. 

Being  now  arrived  on  tlie  confines  of  the  Brkqna  rountry, 
the  eonimis<*ioner<?  conctivt  U  it  would  be  proper  to  send  for- 
%viivd  the  guide  Marauta  to  the  first  village,  to  apprixe  thciii 
ol  tlie  appnxich  of  tlie  expedition,  and  to  desire  them  to  s(»nd 
forward  notice  thereof  to  the  cliicf  of  the  nation.  Before  it 
was  dark  he  returned  to  the  waggons,  bringing  back  with  him 
four  of  his  countrj'men  who  passed  the  night  in  the  c^mp 
very  contentedly.  From  these  our  travellers  were  informed 
that  though  thdr  tribe  was  by  the  Kora$  iisualljr  called  Brie- 
fjuasy  yet  that  the  name  which  they  bore  among  themoelTes 
was  Boothtunuu,  In  the  coane  o€  the  morning  four  mofe 
advanced,  one  of  which  was  pointed  out  as  a  chief  and 
brother  to  the  King.  His  name  was  Serakoiie*  The  party 
having  entertained  them  with  a  sheep  and  plenty  of  tobacod» 
Ibr  which  they  seemed  to  have  a  hi^  relish,  they  became  ao 
eshilamted  thot  they  sung  and  shouted  and  danced  the  whole 
night  long* 
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Having  remained  some  time  for  the  purpose  of  refreshing 
their  idmost  exhausted  cattle  on  the  delightful  banks  of  tlie 
Kottrmantta  met,  they  again  set  forwards  on  the  9ddt  wd, 
having  passed  through  straggling  thickets  of  a  aevr  »pedes  of 
Mimosa^  hi<  h  was  the  only  tnv  tliat  appeared  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  and  said  to  he  ihat  on  which  the  camelnpar- 
da/is  i?  particularly  fond  of  iM-owsins;,  ihey  halted  in  tlircvrn- 
iiii!;  at  another  clear  aud  copious  spring  called  MupooUc, 
Here  they  were  met  by  a  lU  putatio)!  fmm  the  King,  to  say 
that  he  was  anxiously  expeciiiiir  tlieii  airival.  The  face  of 
the  countiy  now  l>eL^an  lo  assume  a  very  different  ap]>carance 
to  what  it  had  hitherto  done.  It  was  tolerably  well  clothed 
with  grass,  aud  with  thickels  of  shrubby  plants;  and  tiie  Aiimosa 
Lamdopardallsy  spreaduig  its  branches  like  a  large  umbrella, 
-was  a  remarkable  and  a  distinguished  feature.  Game  of  all 
kinds  was  very  abundant,  and  every  houn  brought  in  sight 
eongiderabte  henb  of  gnoot  aud  qua€Mat^ 

A  ibort  or  day's  journey  carried  the  expeditjon,.  on 
the  S5th,  to  another  copious  spring  called  the  CrotaUtammaj 
the  countrjf  still  improving  as  they  proceeded,  and  ahomiding 
with  evay  sort  of  wild  beast  peculiar  to  this  part  of  Soadiem 
Afiiea..  Being  now  iafomed  by  the  guides  that  the  distaoce 
to  the  residence  of  their  Chief  was  on!  j  a  shorl  da/s  jouniejr, 
It  was  considered  expedient  to  halt  the  waggons,  while  the 
two  commisaioncn  should  pooceed  on  honeback.  Accord- 
ingly  haying  selected  a  present  for  the  Chief,  which  they 
carried  in  knapsacks  and  their  pistol  hobten,  titey  set  ont 
with  an  interpreter ;  and  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  allpi 
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passing  throa^  opea  fields  that  fur  a  very  considerable  ex- 
tent vnstt  umdler  a  rude  surt  of  cultivation,  thejr  entered  a 
large  town  composed  of  cottages  or  huts,  not  laid  out  in 
streets,  but  placed  in  an  irregular  manner,  and  eacli  hut 
enclosed  witl'in  a  sort  of  palisade.  The  sij^lif  of  so  <iicat  an 
assemblage  of  iiuman  habitations,  after  so  loiii;  and  dreary  a 
journey,  was  equally  as  unexpected  as  it  was  atriecable.  In 
a  country  so  desolate  as  Southern  Africa,  where  so  few  human 
beings  are  met  with,  and  tliesc  few  in  the  la!<t  staije  of  misery, 
the  {pleasure  must  be  doubly  felt  ol'  encouulciiiifr  a  large 
socict}-  of  mankin4  Avhose  eoudition  has  tlie  appearance  of 
something  like  comfoit.  iudnig  at  a  quick  pace  among,  the 
houses,  preceded  by  tlie  interpreter  and  those  which  had 
been  sent  to  in\  ite  tiiciu,  tlic  commissioners  soon  came  to  the 
spot  where  the  Chief  had  assembled  the  eldere  of  the  people 
to  receive  them.  Hub  venerable  man,  whose  name  is  Afoo- 
Hakahanf  was  sitting  m.  the  midat  of  his  council  in  a  circular 
space,  sunounded  with  wooden  paling.  He  leoeived  the 
oomnusuoneia  without  the  least  embanrasament,  and  in  the 
most  fnendly  manner ;  accepted  their  present,  which  excited 
the  curiosity  of  the  dden,  and  of  the<crowd  that  bj  thia  time 
had  assembled  in  vast  numbers  round  the  endoeure;  Thejr 
examined  every  article  ^ith  minute  attention,  and  we»  de- 
sirous of  being  made  acquainted  with  their  respective  uses.. 
In  return  they  presented  the  commissionen  with  thick 
curdled  milk.  The  ceremony  of  introduction  being  ended, 
the  Chief  mvited  the  commissionen  to  his  own  honse^  where 
he  presented  them  to  his  two  ndves  and  twelve  children. 
Great  crowds  of  people  pressed  after  them,  but  the  womea 
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appeared  to  be  the  moiit  eager  to  satisfy  their  curiosity. 
Hiey  examined  their  hair  with  the  rlosrst  srnitiny,  scarcely 
being  able  to  pmunde  themselves  that  it  was  ot  natin  nl  rrroxrth, 
but  supposini;  il  rather  to  be  the  toil  of  some  auiuiai  tixed 
close  to  the  head. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  wagrgrons  townrds  the  close  of  th'-  day, 
they  pitched  their  tents  at  six  luimlred  paces  to  the  soutli- 
Avard  of  the  town,  on  the  hunk  oi  t!it>  ii\er  uhieli  runs 
through  it.  Here  they  xmmc  \  i>it< d  hy  several  hundreds  of 
people,  who  all  seemed  to  be  highly  tlelighted  in  getting  a 
sight  of  the  strangers  ;  niaiiy  of  them  were  extremely  curious, 
but  without  ))eing  troublesome,  and  all  of  them  perfectly  good 
humoured.  The  w(>roeD  brought  milk  in  leatbeni  bags,  ia 
wooden  bowk,  and  in  earthen  pots,  Buffideot  tor  the  use  of 
the  whole  expedition.  As  the  night  approached  the  people 
gradually  left  the  encampment,  and  our  tHnreilen  retired  to 
rest  with  as  mndi  composure  and  as  iree  from  any  anxiety 
as  to  their  pertonal  safety,  as  when  in  the  midst  of  the 
deserts  to  which  they  had  so  long  been  accustomed. 

The  town  of  Leetakoo,  according  to  the  direction  and  the 
distance  travelled  by  the  expedition  fiom  the  Bogg^eld,  is 
situated  in  latitude  9ff  90f  south,  and  lon^tude  WJT  east. 
A  river,  whidi  fiom  the  width  of  the  channel  must  occa^* 
eiooally  be  of  considerable  si«e,  runs  through  the  midst  of  it 
The  town,  in  its  circumference,'  was  estimated  to  be  fully  as 
huge  as  Cape  Town,  including  all  the  gardens  of  TaAAt 
Valley ;  but  fiom  the  in^gularity  of  the  streets,  and  the  lowt- 
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ness  oftlic  buildings,  it  was  iin[K);>sibl('  to  ascertain,  w  ith  any 
driirec  of  accurac  y,  the  nuinl)cr  of  honses  ;  it  was  coucludeti, 
however,  tliat  they  could  not  be  lens  liuiii  two  uor  more 
than  three  thousand,  all  nearly  of  the  same  size  and  con- 
struction, a!i(l  (iiiif  ring  in  nothing  from  tliut  of  the  Chief  ex- 
cept liiat  iiis  was  a  little  larger  tlian  the  others.  The  whole 
ptjpulation,  including  men,  wouu  n  and  children,  they  con- 
sidered to  he  from  ten  to  fit'teca  iLouijand  jjcriioiis.  Round 
numbers  arc  laitiy  exact.  The  two  conunis^jioners,  it  hcems, 
at  the  end  of  fifteen  days,  on  corajmring  notes,  found  that 
the  estimate  of  one  was  ten,  of  the  other  fifteen  thousand. 
The  truth  may  probably  Be  in  the  middle.  The  ground  plan 
cf  every  house  was  a  complete  drdef  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
feet  in  diameter;  the  floor  of  hard  beaten  day,  raised  about 
jour  inches  above  the  general  suifiice  of  the  enclosure.  About 
one  fourth  part  of  the  drcle,  which,  was  the  iront  of  the 
.house  and  observed  generally  to  iaoe  the  east,  was  entirely 
open ;  the  other  three  fourths  were  walled  up  with  day  and 
stones,  to  ihe  hdght  of  about  five  foet.  By  an  inner  circular 
w^U  passing  through  the  centre,  and  described  with  the  same 
radius  as  that  of  the  first  circle,  and  consequently  cutting  off 
one  third  of  the  drcumforenoej.  an  apartment  is  formed  for 
the  depositing  of  thdr  valuables,  as  skin  dothin|^  ivory  orna- 
ments, hassagais,  kiuves  and  other  articles  whidi  to  them 
are  of  essential  use.  In  this  apartment,  also,  the  eldo*  part 
of  the  fiunily  take  thdr  nif^tiy  rest.  Tlie  children  sleep  in 
tiie  half-dosed  viranda,  whidi  comprehends  two-thirds  of  the 
dicumfenmce  of  the  circle. 
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The  annexed  'print  will  convey  a  tolerably  good  idea  of 
a  Booshuana's  ciitablLshment,  and  the  ground-plan  of  the 
cabin  will  be  understood  from  the  ibllowing  sketch* 


liie  whole  k  covered  \rith  a  tent-shaped  roof,  supported 
on  poles  built  into  the  wall,  and  fonning  in  front  an  open 
cdonnade.  The  roof  is  carefully  and  compactly  thatched  with 
reeds,  or  the  straw  of  the  holcutf  and  bound  together  with 
kathem  thongs.  All  the  houses  weie  enclosed  by  a  fence 
made  of  strong  reedS,  of  the  straw  of  Aofeiu,  or  twigs  of  wood ; 
and  within  tliis  enclosure,  contiguous  to  the  dwelling-house, 
there  stood  a  large  clay  vessel  erected  upon  a  raised  floor  of 
the  same  material,  which  served  as  a  store  for  containing 
their  grain  and  pulac.  Th^e  granaries  had  the  appearance 
of  large  oil  jars,  the  capacity  of  some  of  them  being  not  less 
than  200  gallons.  They  are  raised  from  the  ground  on 
three  legs,  are  from  six  to  nine  feet  high  and,  like  the 
dweUingohouaea,  are  covered  with  a  pointed  roof  of  thatch. 
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'Vhr  ('u'clling  of  a  Bomhuarur  h  not  ill  calculated  for  the 
I'limate.  lii  elegance  aiui  solidiiy  it  may  probably  hr  {\\\\\(^ 
as  good  as  the  Caste  or  first  houses  that  weic  built  in  imperial 
liomr,  and  may  Iv  rotisidered  in  every  respect  su})erior  in  iis 
<  (':i'>1  ruclHju  aiul  in  comfort  to  most  of  the  Irish  cabins,  into 
whicli  the  nrisrrablc  peasantry  are  ottimcs  obliged  to  crawi 
tliriHJirh  P'kUIu  s  of  water.  The  hut  of  a  Booshuana  is  not 
only  raist^d  upon  an  ole\  ated  clay  Hooi  ini:,  bjit  the  ground  of 
the  whole  enclosure  is  so  pu-pared  that  the  watrr  iiiity  xwa  utf 
through  the  gatinvay  ;  and  the  whole  of  their  cookery  being 
carried  on  in  this  open  area,  the  inside  of  the  dwelling  is  free 
fruin  smoke  and  soot.  So  well  is  he  acquainted  with  the 
comfort  and  otHiTemence  of  shade,  that  his  hut  is  usually 
built  under  the  branches  of  a  spreading  mimosa,  e?ery  twig  of 
irhich  is  preserved  with  a  religious  care,  and  not  a  bough  su& 
ieied  to  be  broken  off  on  anj  emergency,  though  tlie  article  of 
foel  must  sometimes  be  sought  at  a  very  considerable  distance. 

So  large  a  population  collected  togedier  on  one  spot,  sur< 
rounded  by  barren  deserts  occasbnally  inhabited  by  a  few 
savag^r  and  cut  off  from  all  communication  witli  other 
civilized  societies,  necessaHly  unplies  the  adequate  means 
of  subsbtcDce  within  themseJi'cs.  One  great  source  Jrom 
which  they  draw  their  support  is  their  cattle,  whose  flesh, 
however,  they  eat  but  very  sparingly ;  -  milk  is  mostly 
used  in  a  curdled  state,  which  they  keep  not  in  grass 
baskets,  like  the  £astem  Kaffers,  but  in  leathern  bags 
and  clay  pots.  Every  part  of  the  country  abounds  with 
alnvost  all  the  various  kinds  of  antelopes  that  are  found  in 
Southern  Africa,  with  the  rhtnoscerotf  the  buffalo,  and  the 
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qttacha ;  and  all  these  they  ooothve  to  take  by  exertion  or 
by  stratagem.  In  their  choice  of  animal  food  they  are  not 
remarkably  nice.  They  will  cat  the  wolf,  the  hyaena,  and 
the  myrmecophaga  or  ant-catcr  ;  the  leopard,  the  tyger-cat, 
and  the  camelopardalis ;  and  the  country  abounds  ^  ilh  os- 
friches,  bustards,  grons,  Guinea  fowls,  and  partrid2,cs.  Rut 
all  these,  piriitilul  as  Uiey  uie,  would  tiirnish  but  a  precarious 
supply  for  so  considerable  a  population  ;  and  necessity  has  •  f 

therefore,  in  all  j)i()babiUty,  compe  lled  tin  in  to  call  in  aid 
the  never-falling  sourft>  of  plenty  and  jiroviiion  which  agri- 
cuituR^  affords.  Tiie  grain  chiefly  cultivated,  as  appeared  by 
the  samples  hiought  back  by  llie  commissioners,  consisted  of 
the  hoicus  sorghttm,  a  smaller  species  of  tlic  same  genus 
which  from  tlic  reddish  coloured  seed  appeared  to  be  the  • 
Saccharatusy  a  Dolichos  not  unlike  the  cadjany  and  a  small 
spotted  Phaseolm  or  kidney  bean.  These  difierent  kinds  of 
grain  and  pulse  appeax  to  be  town  promiscuously  and,  when 
reaped,  to  be  thrown  indismminately  into  their  earthen 
granaries;  from  whence  they  are  taken  and  used  without 
8dection»  sometimes  by  broiling,  but  more  generally  boiling 
in  milk.  It  will  readily  be  supposed  that  the  art  of  agricul> 
ture  among  this  people  is  yet  in  its  lowest  stage.  In  fact, 
the  only  labour  bestowed  on  the  ground  is  performed  by  the 
women,  and  with  a  ntde  instroment  something  like  the  > 
hoe.  It  is  a  ilat  piece  of  iron  fixed  into  the  knob  of  the 
Kailer  ftecrte.  When  its  hbiiaontal  edge  is  so  fitted  that  it 
stands  at  right  angles  with  the  handle,  it  serves  as  a  hoe ; 
when  turned  round  so  as  to  be  parallel  with  the  handle,  it  is 
then  a  hatchet  One  of  these  instruments  appears  ly'mf^  on 
the  ground,  in  the  print  of  the  two 'annexed  figmes. 
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But  the  Booikuanas  are  arrived  at  that  stage  of  civilisatioa 
which  is  not  satisfied  with  the  mere  necessaries  of  life  suppUed 
to  them  abundantly  fipom  the  three  sources  of  agriculture^ 
^raain^  and  hunting;  they  are  by  no  means  insensibly  of 
its  conrenieiicie?;  and  its  luxuries.   Their  skin  cloaks  for  the 
winter  are  pliant,  soft  and  waim,  "  being  frequently  lined 
with  the  fur-skins  of  tyger-cats,  itiverras  and  other  small 
animals;  and  when  in  summnr  thry  go  without dothing,  they 
rarely  expose  their  bodies  to  (lie  rav?  of  the  sun,  but  carry 
umbrellas  made  of  U»c  broad  featluM-s  of  thf»  ostrich  fixed  to 
.   thf  end  ot  a  stick.    They  vary  tlieir  mode  of  dressing  both 
animal  food   and  grain,   (jccasionnllv  boilino;,  broiling,  or 
roasting  the  former,  and  simply  broilmg  the  latter,  or  bruising 
it  into  flour  and  boiling  it  uj)  uitli  milk.    Among  tlie  luxuries 
of  the  appetite  tobacco  scorns  to  hold  the  highest  estimation. 
Botli  men  and   vvoiucu  are  passionately  fond  of  di-aw- 
ing  the  smoke  of  this  narcotic  herb  through  water,  puuK^d 
usually  into  the  horn  oi'  the  cow  or  the  elandy  through  the 
side  of  -v^hich  the  tube  of  the  tobacco-pipe  is  iiiserted.  Of 
snuft  iliey  are  equally  fond.    This  article  is  composed  of  a 
variety  of  stimulant  plants  dried  and  rubbed  into  duit,  which 
is  usually  mixed  with  wood  ashes ;   of  this  mixture  they' 
take  a  quantity  in  the  palm  of  the  hand,  and  draw  it  mtu 
the  nostrils  through  a  quill  or  reed  till  tlie  teal's  trickle  down 
their  cheeks.    Children  eTcn  of  £>ur  or  five  years  of  age  may 
be  observed  taking  snuflTin  tilts  manner.  Their  bodies  they  care- 
fully ornament  witii  devices  painted  ^th  white  pipe-daj^^  and 
red  ochre ;  their  hair  they  sometimes  ciit  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
leaving  a  high  tuft  on  tiie  crown  of  the  head,  not  unlike  the 
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fashionable  crops  of  the.  preseDt  day,  to  which  is  frequently 
appended  tlic  UiW  of  a  hare,  or  a  distended  bladder  of  this  or 
soiiir  oUitT  small uniiiial  :  or  the  v.  iiigs  of  the  Nuinidian  crane 
are  fixed  erf  r  1  on  each  lude  of  the  head.  A  triangular  plate  of 
copper  is  almost  invariably  suspended  from  one  ear,  aiid  the 
teeth  and  thi  ( l;n\  s  ol"  lions  and  leopards  are  worn  as  necklaces. 
To  these  spt)ils  ot  t  he  chase  the  men  add  rings  of  ivorv.  rut  from 
the  eloplintit's  tusk,  round  the  upper  part  of  the  arm  ;  the 
womi  II        thon!]«?  nf  leather,  soiiictinics  plain  snul  souu  times 
decorated  widi  beads  and        "f  ( opper,  round  !he  legs  and 
anus.  Ev  ery  man  had  .1  kniU;  .sUnig  alx>ut  ilie  neck  by  a  leather 
tiiniig,  nnd  fitted  into  a  scabbard.   Thv  blade  is  generally  about 
six  uu  lics  long,  an  inch  broad,  rouiuU  I  ai  ihc  i  iid,  and  brought 
to  an  cdtre  on  each  side  ;  the  haniilo  sijiHclim -s      \uk»<1,  and 
♦  SOUK  'iiiK    t>l'ivory  ;  in  the  latter  case,  itis  usually  caivcil  into 
the  f  liMpc  of  the  (elephant's  proboscis.    '^Fhe  |)aiiy  li;Hl  uith 
them  a  (juantity  of  connnon  knives  iiilciJcd  fur  bailer,  but 
the  Jiooshuanas  held  them  very  elieap,  observing  that  their 
own  were  at  least  twice  as  good,  bec  ause  they  were  made  to 
cut  with  two  edges,  whcieas  tlM^e  of  tlie  whke  people  only 
cut  with  one.  The  knitc,  in  fact,  is  so  useful  an  instnimcntto 
Mich  as  live  by  ihe  chase  and  on  roots,  that  it  may  almost  be 
considered  as  an  article  of  the  ilrst  necessity,  and  is  valued 
accordingly.  A  Booihwtna  is  accounted  wealthy  accordiog  to 
the  number  of  cattle,  knives  and  beads  he  may  possess :  these 
are  the  money  and  the  currency  of  Leetakoo. 

The  BoosJmana  wpmcn  not  only  performed  the  task  of 
lioeing  the  ground,  reaping  the  grain*  clearing  it  from  the 
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husk,  and  benritii;  it  into  the  granaries,  which  with  uU  the 
otbiT  inl'eilor  earthen  vessels  were  tlie  work  of  their 
bands,  bii,t  they  ooUectod  most  of  the  materials,  and  in  a 
great  measure  pn^pared.  tiicm  for  the  const nif'tioti  of  the 
dwcliiog-honsos.  The  men  employ  a  considerable  {portion  of 
their  time  in  hunting,  in  preparina:  skins  and  liidcs  for  cloaks 
nvA  I;oes;  and  they  have  the  sole  care  of  the  cattle  and  of 
tlie  daicy. 

* 

A  few  days  after  their  arri\  al  the  part\'  had  an  opportunity 
of  being  present,  by  im  itation,  at  a  marriage  ceremtmy,  and 
of  witnessing  the  festivities  tiuit  took  phiee  on  the  occasion. 
At  the  time  appointed  they  were  conducted  to  a  spacious 
enclosure  of  a  circular  form,  surrounded  by  a  pahsade  of 
wood.  Merc  the  vencialtlt  Cliicf  received  them  with  great 
liiulness,  in  the  midst  of  \hc  ( li'ci  -  of  the  pfn^r.  On  their 
j)Llit  stood  a  uroiiji  ol"  young  woDirii.  and  on  tiie  U:\\  nbont 
an  ecpial  number  of  men,  dre^std  in  a  very  fantastic;;]  man- 
ner. A  cro\td  of  spectators  slooil  in  a  ring  round  the  circle, 
leaving  the  central  space  free.  The  men  who  had  been  se- 
ici  tctl  for  the  pcrformauce  of  the  cen  nionie-,  (ui  the  occasion 
advanced  into  the  area,  and  began  to  tiisplay  their  feats  of 
iiL^ility.  The  effect  of  thou-  dancing  was  sin-rular  enough. 
Sojnc  of  them  w(  re  dressed  in  a  kind  of  pcllicoaL  which 
readied  from  the  waist  to  the  knee,  couipoaed  of  black  and 
Avhite  ostrich  feathera  arranged  in  alternate  rows  ;  and  others 
had  seveial  Ix'lts  of  leather  fixed  round  tlic  body,  from  the 
neck  to  the  calf  of  the  1^  to  wlitch  were  atttched  by  one  end 
the  tails  of  ihe  jackal,  the  tyger-cat,  and  a  species  €i  mva^a* 
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Their  bodies  were  painted  with  white,  red  and  yeUow  daj. 
As  the  danoefs  irhiried  round,  their  tails  and  the  ostrich 
fisathei^s  flew  out  at  right  angles  with  the  body,  and  their 
great  object  seemed  to  be  that  of  preventing  them  from  col- 
lapstngy  and  of  keeping  them  extended  liortAmtaUy  ia 
every  attitade  and  motion  of  the  body.  Their  movements 
were  accon^aoied  with  a  rude  and  boisterous  song,  which 
ceased  at  intervals,  when  the  T-omen  whf>  did  not  dance 
responded  in  a  softer  kind  of  ai 1 1 i. strophe,  which  was  not  by 
any  moans  void  of  melody.  The  same  women  bestowed 
also  on  the  dancers  frequent  marks  of  applause,  by  the  clap- 
ping of  hands.  The  dancini;  beinu;  etulet!,  a  refreshment 
consisting  of  boiled  beef  anil  Kafler  corn  {holcus)  boiled  in 
milk  was  served  round  to  the  guests;  aft  it  which  tlie  bride- 
qroom,  wh(i  was  one  of  the  dant.'crs,  led  home  his  bride,  and 
tlie  company  it  Linxi  to  their  rci>i)ectivc  dwellings,  apparently 
well  satisfied  with  the  diversions  of  the  day. 

lire  recTularity  and  decorum  with  which  they  c(m(hicted 
thembelvcs  at  thin  ceremony,  and  indeed  on  all  occasions, 
impressed  the  conunissioners  witli  a  very  favourable  opinion 
of  the  character  of  the  llooslnianas,  which  was  not  diminished 
by  the  uninterrupted  harmony  that  seemed  to  prev  ail  in  this 
happy  society.  Moolihaban  and  the  elders  of  the  town  oc- 
casionally met  to  settle  any  little  disputes  that  might  sometimes 
happen,  and  which  are  unavoidable  in  so  large  a  conunuuity. 

The  system  on  which  their  govermnent  ia  ibunded  appears 
to'be  completely  patnaichal,  and  the  Chief  mmt  of  «oiiiie 
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he  a  man  idoHzrd  by  the  ppopio  ;  niuf  the'  (■or.>C'fjiipncc  is, 
tii;it  hr  iias  the  nominaUoii  of  a  !»ucccii>ar.  Fioui  the  elders 
of  the  society  hv  is  iulunneti  of  the  general  sentiments  of  the 
people;  ami  wali  ihcir  advice  such  rules  and  regulations  are 
framed  or  altered  as  an^  best  calculated  to  sf've  s^cneral  satis- 
faction, and  conse(juciiLiy  to  make  himself  jio)iufar.  No 
young  man  can  be  admitted  into  the  King's  council,  whicli  is 
established  on  the  pnucipksi  of  true  primitive  simplirity, 
when,  in  almost  every  nation  and  languai^e,  atre  and  authority 
were  synonymous  terms.  If  an}'  man  m  ilie  society  feels 
himself  aggrieved,  and  is  uot  satisfied  with  the  decision  of  the 
council,  he  is  at  full  liberty  to  settle  his  affairs  and  leave  the 
iiorde  with  his  whole  property. 

It  does  not  appeal  that  they  have  any  particular  foim  of 
relig^s  worship,  m  the  strict  seme  of  the-  term  as  applied 
bj  Europeans,  though,  as  a  custom  handed  down  from  their 
Ibr^thers,  'tiiey  religiously  observe  the  practisiog  of  circum- 
ciuon  on  all  male  childreo,  and  of  dancing  in  a  cirde  the 
whole  night  of  the  full  moon.  Few  nations  are  so  savage  as 
not  to  be  conscious  that  there  is  a  power  which  directs  the 
operatioDs  of  nature,  which  is  infinitely  superior  to  them- 
selves, and  to  whose  influence  they,  are  subject.  Some  na- 
tions have  ascribed  to  this  power  a  variety  of  attributes  in  the 
same  individual,  and  othen  have  supposed  a  distinct  person 
pfending  over  each  attribute.  Most  have  acknowledged  a 
good  and  an  evil  spirit :  the  one  recognised  in  the  cheering 
warmth  of  the  snn,  in  the  soft  silvery  light  of  the  moon,  and 
in  fertiiiaiog  showem ;  the  other  in  the  terrific  roar  of  thund^. 
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and  the  destructive  shafts  of  lightniDg,  in  stonns  of  wind  and 
torrents  of  rain.  And  ;is  fcMi  is  the  parent  of  superstilioo,  the 
evil  spirit  is  usually  tbund  to  l^e  veoeiated  in  preference  to  the 
*  good  (me*  This  appears  to  be  the  case  with  the  Bogshuanas, 
and  was  in  all  probability  the  same  in  the  early  stages  of  ail 
nations.  ITie  vices  of  Jupiter  and  his  evil  actions  were  most 
likely  recorded  before  his  virtues  ;  as  his  thunder  terrified  ' 
betbrc  bis  paternal  protection  iospired  confidence. 

rhe  Hoos/innufis  iimy,  in  evny  respect,  he  considered  to 
have  passed  the  boundary  w  hich  divides  tlie  s;i\  ac:c  from  the 
civilized  state  of  society,  and  to  have  arrived  at  of 
moral  refinement  which  is  not  incompr-tcnt  tt>  the  reception 
of  tiie  sublime  yet  «;itiiple  precepts  oC  th«»  Chnstian  religion. 
It  is  hrre  the  luissioiiaiy  might  rni])iov  his  ze:il  to  ^omv  ad- 
vantage ;  hen'  a  pleutiiiil  harvest  is  otierc^  to  the  first. reapers  . 
who  may  present  -themselves. 

The  fi  icndly  and  peaceable  disposition  which  generally  pre- 
vails among  this  people  may  perhaps  be  attributed  in  a  great  de- 
gree to  the  almost  perfect  equality  of  their  condition.  The  houses 
of  Lectakoo  are  nearly  all  alike,  diflfering  only  in  the  degree  of 
labour  and  of  neatness  which  eadi  individual  owner  is  dis- 
posed to  bestow  on  the  shed  that  protects  him.  Every  man 
has.as  much  land  as  he  may  chuse  to  cultivated  The  number 
of  his  cattle  will  chiefly  depend  on  his  attention  and  manage- 
ment, and  the  quantity  of  clothing  he  provides  for  the  use  of 
his  family  in  winter  on  his  skill  and  activity  in  hunting.  To 
the  eoiidition  of  this  happy  race  of  Kafiers  in  Southern  Afnca 
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the  beautiful  lines  of  the  poet  will  equally  apply  as  to  that  of 
the  once  happy  peasantry  of  Switaeiland : 

*  Tliough  poor  the  K,rffer\  hut,  his  feasU  thoKgh  SlluU» 

<*  He  feeU  his  little  lot  the  lot  of  all, 

■  Sees  no  coatigaon*  pahce  wxt  it»  Iwail 

«*  TodiaMilieineainmafhblnunlileilied.'' 

That  the  Bootkuanat  are  of  the  same  race  of  people  as  the 
Kaffers  on  the  sea^coast  is  a  poutioD  that  will  acafoely  admit  of 
a  doubt ;  but  though  they  are  not  by  any  means  so  fine  a  body 
of  men  in  point  of  personal  qualifications,  they  seem  to  have 
stepped  beyond  tliem  in  the  arts  and  \vaXn\&  of  civilized  life. 
They  are  not,  like  the  eastern  Kafiers,  invHruibly  hla(  k  ;  some 
being  of  a  bronze  colour,  and  others  of  nearly  as  light  a  brown 
as  the  Hottentot.    Tlicir  liair  grows  to  a  greater  length  and  is 
more  inclined  to  be  straight ;  some  of  the  women  wore  their 
locks  combed  over  the  forehead.  Their  houses  are  totally  dillerent 
from  those  of  any  otlicr  tribe  yet  discovered  in  Southern  Africa; 
and  the  pointed  tent-shaped  roof  may  perhaps  be  considered  as 
an  additional  arguj  11(11 1  in  favour  ol' their  Amhir  origin.  Their 
pastoral  life,  their  tcedmg  princi  j)aliy  on  milk,  their  hospitality 
to  strangers,  their  practice  of  circumcising  male  children,  and 
the  general  cast  of  He  countenance,  are  all  Arabic.  Little  stress, 
however,  is  to  be  U..»l  on  the  fcatmes  (jt"  a  single  horde  on  a  \  ust 
continent, abounding  with  juitives  ol'every  tint  t)!^  t)li>ur.  When 
a  party  of  Dutcli  boors,  in  the  year  1790,  luulertook  a  jour- 
ney to  the  eastward  Ibr  the  purpose  of  disroxcriyg  the  spot 
where  the  Grosvenor  liuliamau  was  Mij)pi)st-d  to  have  been 
lost,  they  met  witli  a  trilic  of  people  situated  on  tlie  sea-coast, 
in  tlie  very  same  parallel  of  laliludc  vvilh  soiuc  of  thu 
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Boothuan^is,  of  a  light  yellow  complexion,  with  long  coane 
hair,  which  thej  firissled  on  the  top  of  tlie  head  in  the  shape 
of  a  turban.  It  np]x^ared  that  this  honiey  to  the  amount  of 
about  four  hundred  persons,  wa»  the  offspring  of  thne 
pAiropeaa  women*  who  had  been  wrecked  when  in&nti  on 
this  part  nf  the  coast,  whom  the  boors  taw  and  conversed 
with  tluouud  an  interpreter,  but  who  could  neither  inform 
them  of  what  nation  thejr  wer^  nor  how  or  when  the  accident 
happened.  In  the  opinion  of  the  travellers  they  were  French. 
Had  these  three  old  wMnen  died  before  this  journey  wa» 
undertaken,  the  origin  of  the  Hamhoonas  would  hare  been 
as  unsatisfactorily  conjectured  as  that  of  the  Hottentots,  and 
their  descent  from  the  French  deemed  iaxliy  as  improbable  as 
that  of  the  latter  from  the  Chinese. 

Trom  whence  the  Bnoghuanas  originally  sprang,  or  for 
what  length  of  time  they  had  occupied  their  present  situation 
in  Southern  Africa,  they  thenvselves  M  ere  -wholly  incapable 
of  communicating  the  least  mlorniat  ion  to  the  inquiries  of  the 
commissioners.  'JTliry  were  not  even  able  to  give  any  satis- 
factory acconnt  of  the  ruins  of  a  town  as  large  as  that  of 
Leetakooy  wliich  at  no  very  remote  distance  of  time  hatl  &tood 
on  the  heights  commanding  the  valley.  The  foimdations  of 
the  houses  were  of  stone,  and  of  the  same  cuculai  pkm  as 
those  of  the  Booshuanas.  Having  no  written  language,  tlie 
tnulition  of  these  ruinB  once  hekig:  lostr  tfaek  real  history  caa 
sever  be  icTivcd* 

^Hke  eoDUniisnonefs  having  remained  fifteen  dujs  among 

^eaceaUe  aad  happy  people,  and  findfog  thaf^  alllKnigh  the 
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aggregate  number  of  their  cattle  was  very  consuierdble,  and 
no  UHM  liiingness  appeared  ou  their  part  to  transfer  them  in 
exchange  for  such  trinkets  and  hauijlcs,  and  >u(  li  j)ioportion 
of  each,  as  tlie  Chief  and  his  council  should  (letr  i  imne,  they 
must  very  seriously  distress  the  individuals  wrrc  they  to 
take  the  numbei  Lliey  wanted ;  and  having  uiiaei  stood  iVam 
Moolihaban  that  his  people  had  scarcely  recruited  the  losses 
by  the  plunder  and  devastation  which  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Bloom  a  half-cait,  with  Ut  hoide^  had  committed  after 
settiiig  file  to  43iB  town  and  nmniaiiig  the  inhaWtants  ihidj 
detemuned  to  ]MOoeed  to  die  nortbwaid  to  the  chief  leii^ 
denoe  of  another  tribe  of  nativieB  of  the  mom  deMriptioii, 
called  the  Bamlm,  On  ooamiunicatiiig  thU' inteatioa  to 
Mo^htthant  and  rcquesting  him  to  fiiniidi  them  with  pro- 
per guides,  he  was  evide&tljr  much  disturbed,  and  put  thenoi 
off  ftr  the  time  widi  an  evasive  answer.  Hie  next  morning 
he  sent  fat  the  ooounissiooeri  and,  after  assuring  Ihem  that 
he  had  not  been  able  to  vest  the  whole  night  since  thej  had 
contmuniratAd  their  des^n  of  proceedng  to  the  Jlerrslbfti^  ad* 
vised  them  bj  no  means  to  think  of  vinting  these  people  i  ob« 
serring  that  they  were  of  asospidous  and  ferocious  disposition; 
and  that  if  any  accident  should  befid  them,  the  £n|^bh  govern* 
ment  at  the  Gipe  would  certaiidy  attribute  it  to  him  and  his 
horde ;  that  none  of  his  people  knew  the  way  thither,  there 
being  between  them  an  impassaUe  desert  entirely  destitute  of 
water.  Although  this  friendly  communication  did  not  probably 
deveiope  the  nal  motive  of  Moolihaban  for  discouraging  the 
fiuther  ppopcw  of  the  exi>edition,  yet  there  can  be  little 
doubt  he  had  sufficient  grounds  for  wishing  to  prevent  its 
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roiitimuuice  in  that  line.  liis  more  poweilul  neiffhboui's 
iiutjiit  led  disj)()S(>(l  to  ijiuuTcl  with  him  for  having  fullered  so 
small  a  party  of  white  men,  which  he  miglit  have  prevented,, 
to  pass  thmugii  his  torritory  into  theira.  Whatever  the  motive 
migiit  have  been,  the  Chief  was  so  earnest  in  his  remonstrHiict.s. 
that  the  conuiiisssionei-s  considered  it  prudent  to  desist  froni- 
their  oriijiiial  desigii :  and  although  they  had  obtained  Httlemor& 
tlian  100  head  of  cattle,  at  the  rate  of  two  and  lliree  pounds  in 
weight  of  coloured  porcelaine  and  glass  beads  for  each,  they  re- 
solved to  prepare  fbr  their  retonii  It  was.  not  without  extreme 
le^tthat  tliey  afterwatds  diacovered,  wheaihej  had  letnmed 
as  fitf  as  to  liie  Oiange  iker,  that  the  Bamhos  were  in  &ct  a 
sameroiiSt  wealthy,  and  fnendly  people.  A  hatiaard  Hotten- 
tot, who  had  tmveUed  into  that  countiy,  aasuied  Mr.  IVnter 
that  there  was  not  in  all  Africa  so  peifectljr  good-humoured 
and  so  wdMisposed  a  people  as  the  Barro&ot;  that  they  had 
vany  towns,  the  laigest  of  which  was  so  extensive  that  it 
requited  a  whde  day  to  walk  from  one  extremily  to  the 
otiherrtiiat  their  houses  were  of  the  saine  kind  as,  but  inucJi 
lietter  built  than,  those  of  the  BoosAhoims  ;  their  gardens  and 
grain  lands  better  cultivated ;  that  tlic  whole  suHace  of  the 
country  was  covered  with  trees  and  shrubs  ;  water  and  rivers 
abundant,  and  the  soil  every  where  productive;  that  the 
Bmrrolooi  were  a  very  ingenious  nation,  and  skiltui  in  carviog 
wood  and  ivoiy ;  that  he  had  seen  their  furnaces  lor  meltaig 
iron  from  a  brown  earth  and  stone,  and  copper  ftom  a  grey 
earth ;  that  the  distance  from  Leetakoo  did  not  exceed  ten 
days'  journey  of  the  common  rate  of  travelling.  This  inform- 
ktion  was,  however,  obtaiaed  too  kte^  and  the  country  of 
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Uie  Batroloos  »  still  untrodden  ground  for  the  Europeanu 
traveller,  who  may  in  future  be  indined  to  prosecute  fiirtber. 
,  discoveries  in  Southern  Africa. 

To  know  that  such  societies  exist  in  this  miserable  quarter 
of  the  2,1obo,  as  those  above  described,  roust  be  pcciiliady- 
intncstiiig  to  those  wlio  have  long  brcn  rxcrting  iheir  elo- 
qiuMi(  ('  and  their  influence  to  mchoratc  the  condition  of  the 
suftbiing  African.  They  furnish  a  complete  refutation  of  an 
opinion  thut  has  industriously  been  inculcated,  and  which 
unfoitunaK^ly  is  but  too  prevalent,  tliat  slavery  is  his  unalter- 
able lot ;  aud  that  it  would  still  e\if>t,  as  it  always  had  existed^ 
were  Europeans  to  disconUnue  their  abominable  traffic  in  these 
unhappy  creatures.  Sucii  an  opinion,  in  justification  of  a 
crime  against  humanity,  is  just  on  a  level  with  that  of  a 
Dutch  bcjor  Mho  told  Governor  Jansen,  on  remonstrating 
with  hiiu  on  his  cruelty  towards  tlie  Hottentots,  that  there 
could  be  no  harai  in  maltreating  those  heathens,  as  the 
women  evidently  carried  about  with  them  the  mark  which 
Go<l  set  upon  Cain.  Not  one  of  the  tribes  of  natives  be- 
tween the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  aud  the  extreme  |K)iut  tliat 
has  liitherto  been  discovered  in  the  interior  of  Southciu 
Africa— not  a  single  creature,  from  the  needy  and  savage 
Bosjesman  to  the  more  ciWUaed  BowhuanOt.  has  tJie  most 
distant  idea  of  a  state  of  slavarjr.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  - 
all  been-  found  in  the  full  enjoyment*  of  unbounded  freedom. 
There  m  no  compulsion  used  among  these  people  to  oblige  an 
individual  to  remain  even  in  the  horde  to  which  he  belongs, . 
contrary  to  his  inclination ;  being  always  at  liberty  to  depart- 
withhis  property^  and  join  another  society  that  may  suit  hiaii 


Digitized  by  Google 


4o6  A  JOtlRMET  IH 

better.  £vea  in  war  the  onlj  booty  is  the  cattle  of  the 
cneiny. 

How  far  to  the  nortlnvard  the  country  coaliiiucs  to  l>e  in- 
habited bj  free  Kaff{  i  lubes  rcinams  yet  to  be  determined ; 
but  the  extent,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  not  very  great.    It  ap- 
pears that  the  P(Mluguej!e  slave-merchauts  have  at  lengtli 
effected  a  coniaiuiin  aUon  across  the  continent,  from  Mosani- 
bique  to  their  settlements  of  Congo  and  Loango  on  the 
opposite  coast ;  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  line 
of  slavery  extends  at  least  as  far  to  the  southward  as  the 
twentieth  degree  on  tiie  eaatem*  aad  to  the  fifteefi|]|i  or  six* 
teenth-im  Hie  wcitem  coaat.  It  b  probable,  howcnrer,  that 
in  A»  oeatrd  parts  of  Southern  Afiica  the  land  of  fieedom 
may  stretch  much  beyond  the  ponlleb  where  slavery  prevub 
on  the  coast.  The  Barroloo9i  firam  the  above*accoimt,  cannot 
be  placed  to  the  souchwaid  of  the  tiopicof  Capiioom ;  and  it 
is  not  very  probable  that  a  nalkm  having  made  inch  progress 
as  thej  are  r^nesented  to  have  done^  should  bocder  un> 
mediately  oh  a  nation  of  slavet.  Hius  thoug|b  Sofiala^  M6- 
sambique*  Quiloa,  and  Meltnda,  on  the  eastern  coasts  and 
Congo,  LbangD»  Benguda,  and  Angola,  on  the  vesfm,  have 
long  been  doomed  to  all  the  evils  and  honois  of  shivery,  yet 
it  m  possible  that  tlie  HfW  and  Barorag  of  the  charts,  in  the 
•  heart  of  the  continent,  may  be  a  continuation  of  the  same 

free  and  liappy  people  as  the  Booshuanm  and  BarrolooSy  the 
fonner  of  whom  extend  easteiiy  even  to  the  bay  of  Be  la  Goa, 
where  the  PcHtugue^e  have  in  vain  endeavoured  to  introduce 
among  them  a  traffic  in  slaves.  Luckily  for  the  Kafier  natimi, 
jQcither  the  Partugaefle  on  one  side,  nor  the  Cape  boon  on  the 
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Diber,  hasre  yet  been  able  to  coQTinoe  them  tbat  (me  set  of 
men  vere  created  to  be  sold  like  cattle^  for  the  pleMuie  and 
the  profit  of  anotlicrr 

TbeboocB»  who  fbood  Ihtie  amaiement  in  ponuig  the  time 
among  the  BtotkumuUf  went  out  daily  in  parties  to  ihoot 
game.  Among  other  species  of  antebpes  which  weie  well 
known  to  them»  they  oae  day  bioaght  home  m  pair  of  animalS' 

befongiflg  to  this  genus,  which  were*  perfectly  new  to  the 
whole  party.  This  tipmes  <tf  deer  was- called  by  the  BoosAsk 
eaot  the  P«ik^  In  its  general  shape  and  appearance  it  bore 
some  resemblance  to  the  springbok^  but  was  considerably 
laiger.  Its  height  was  three  feet  three  inches,  and  the  length 
of  the  body  from  the  head  to  the  root  of  the  tail  four  feet 
tlircc  inches ;  horns  sixteen  inches  long,  lyre-shaped,  and  an- 
nulated  nearly  to  the  points ;  ears  eight  inches,  edged  and 
tipped  v  ith  black  hairs ;  lips  Avhite;  a  black  stripe  down  the 
middle  of  the  face,  and  a  white  spot  over  each  eye  ;  tail  six- 
teen inches,  of  a  brownish  colour,  with  a  brush  of  white  hairs 
at  the  extremity  ;  lieet  white,  and  on  the  hind  legs  a  remark- 
able enllons  spot  surrounded  with  a  tuft  of  black  hair  just 
above  the  fetlock  ioint  ;  the  colour  of  the  body  of  a  deep 
glossy  biovvn,  pasbiiig  inti)  a  brighter  lint  on  the  sides,  and 
the  bt  Uv  and  interior  parts  of  the  legs  ch  ar  wliite.  This- 
beautilul  antelope  is  lu  ariy  as  swift  as  the  sj)rin<!^l/oL,-  but  its 
gait  is  altogether  different.  It^  iiabits  arc  extremely  iiaid, 
and  it  is  easily  rendered  as  tame  and  tractable  as  any  do- 
mestic animal.  The  party  brougiit  with  them  to  the  Ca{>e 
a  young  female,  but  it  died  soon  after  its  airiTal  fixmi  the 
fatigues  of  the  jouin^*  Hie  Peflls  may  be  said  to  be  grt> 
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garioui ;  but,  althou^  abnndaat  in  eveiy  part  of  flie  fioo> 
ikuana  countiy,  it  rardj  happens  that  mofe  than  thsoe  or 
four  are  seen  grazing  together  in  one  herd* 

On  the  18th  December  the  expedition  took  its  departure 
from  Leeittkoo,  not  without  feeling  some  regret  in  bidding 
ladieu  to^this  iiiendlj  and  habitable  people,  numbers  of 
whom  accompanied  the  waggmi<;  to  n  rotisiderable  distance, 
and  many  thousands  were  collected  on  the  occasion  upon  the 
nei^bouring  heights.  On  the  second  day  of  their  dcj)arturc 
they  were  overtaken  by  two  mossrngrrs  from  Leetakoo, 
bringing  with  them  a  present  of  two  fat  oxen  from  Mooli' 
hnban,  and  two  stray  oxen  beloniiing  to  thp  commission, 
I  which  had  been  left  behind.  They  wvvc  eharged,  at  the 
j^amf  time,  with  a  message  from  the  Chief,  expressive  of  the 
great  satisfaction  he  should  feel  on  receiving  another  visit  the 
tbllo^vinof  year,  when,  he  observed,  the  yearlings  of  their 
cattle  woulfl  be  ^rown  up,  and  they  would  ahle  to  spare 
tl)cui  a  greater  number  than  they  had  uow  liie  power  of 
doing. 

Returning  by  the  sanji-  rt)irte,  and  being  in  no  pariu  ular 
haste,  the  party  had  now  more  leisure  to  observe  the  face  of 
the  country.  It  was  well  clothed  with  grass  and  shrubs  and 
trees  of  various  kinds,  particularly  of  the  spieading  mimosa, 
on  which  the  eamehpardaUs  delights  to  feed.  Some  of  these 
trees  were  completely  disfigured  by  the  nests  of  a  certain 
'small  bird  of  <  the  genus  jLom  or  Grossbeak,  which  in  huge 
bodies  dwell  togetlier,  constituting  a  sort  conunonwealtib. 
Under  one  commcm  looft  consiitsng  of  the  diry  stems  of  a  haxsh 
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senated  grass,  are  compactly  arranged  some  hundreds  of 
nests,  to  eacli  of  which  is  a  small  tube  by  way  of  entrance 
on  tlie  underside  ;  and  those  narrow  passages  are  so  well  pro- 
tected by  the  sharp  points  of  the  dried  stems  as  to  make 
it  difficult  to  introduce  the  hand  without  injury.  fs 

The  plains  abounded  witii  ostriches,  springboks,  htirte- 
bcesiSy  and  quachas ;  and  a  party  of  the  Dutch  boors  had 
the  good  fortune  to  shoot  an  animal  that  was  totally  unknown 
to  any  person  in  the  expedition,  and  hitherto  apparently  un- 
dcscribed  by  any  naturalist.  It  was  called  by  tlie  Booshuanas 
the  Kokoon.  In  its  general  appearance  it  bore  a  resemblance 
to  the  gnoo,  but  was  of  a  much  larger  size.  It  measured  in 
height  four  feet  eleven  inches ;  in  length  from  the  head  to  the 
rump  five  feet ;  the  head  was  one  foot  ten  inches  long ;  ears 
ten  inches  ;  tail  of  long  black  hair  three  feet  three  inches,  re* 
ecmbUng  that  of  a  hoi'se ;  neck  uncommonly  thick  in  pro* 
portion  to  the  body.  It  had  a  mane  very  unlike  tliat  of  the 
gJioo,  flowing  over  its  shoulders,  and  continuing  to  the  middle 
of  the  back.  The  forehead,  like  tliat  of  the  buffalo,  was 
covered  with  an  osseous  excrescence,  being  in  fact  the  roots  of 
the  horns,  which  were  terminated  in  fine  pointed  extremities  like 
those  of  the  gnoo.  From  the  centre  o**  the  forehead  to  the  nose 
was  an  arched  or  convex  protuberance,  covered  with  a  ridge 
of  long  black  hair ;  and  on  e^h  check,  a  little  below  the 
eye,  was  a  remarkable  spot  of  a  circular  form,  rather  more 
than  an  inch  in  diameter,  naked,  aixl  apparently  glandulous, 
tlie  surface  being  made  up  of  bundles  of  fine  vessels,  out  of 
the  orifices  of  which  oozed  a  white  viscous  matter.  Close 
under  these  glands  grew  tufts  of  black  hair ;  a  long  black 
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beard,  like  that  of  the  gmo^  c&evted  die  throat  ttom  tbd  chb  ' 
to  the  breast  The  nose  and  moath  weie  like  those  of  aa  ox, 
but  more  broad  aod  flat.  The  general  hue  of  the  body  was 
that  of  an  ash-ooloured  grey.  It  had  neither  the  speed,  the 
actirity,  nor  the  spirit  of  the  gnoo.  Of  this  extnoidinaiy 
animal  Mr.  Daniell  made  an  accurate  drawing.  Several 
beautiful  gnooB  of  the  common  kind  were  shot  bj  the  party  in 
tiiB  coume  of  their  excuisions ;  and  the  abo? e-mentioiied 
gentleman  made  an  obtcnratioa  in  moxe  than  one  instance, 
that  when  this  animal  was  wounded,  and  while  holdiqg  its 
puisnen  at  bay,  it  gmmUj  snorted  from  its  nostrils  a  con* 
aideraUe  quantity  of  small  white  maggots,  of  the  sine  and 
appaanmoe  of  sach  as  are  sometimes  fomid  in  ha«l  nuts. 

The  sama  shooting  party  had  also  killed  a  cunons  cream- 
enhtnied  quacha,  the  whole  body  of  which  \ras  completely 
corered  with  dark  brown  stripes.  At  first  this  individual  was 
considered  only  as  an  accideDta]  variety  of  the  common 
quacha ;  but  several  of  the  same  kind  being  afterwards  ob- 
tuined»  and  in  nno  day  a  stalTion  and  a  marc  both  fully 
striped,  tlu  rc  remained  little  doubt  of  thtir  iK  in;^  iudiv  iduak 
of  a  nev,  and  distinct  species.  Under  this  idea  tliey  endea^ 
vouretl  to  take  one  alive,  fm"  the  pur[>o.>>c  of  bringing  it  up  to 
the  Cape,  but  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  succeed.  The 
boors  on  tJic  s^kirts  of  the  eoluuy  sometimes  take  the  ( Dirinion 
quaeha  in  tiie  same  manner  as  the  Spaniards  of  Buonas  Ayres 
catjch  the  wild  horses,  by  galloping  alter  tliem  and  throwiug 
over  their  heads  a  leum  or  thong  of  leather,  with  a  rumiing 
noose  at  the  end. 
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The  near  resemblance  of  some  species  of  the  aniiiials  of 
Africa  to  othei's,  the  partici|)ation  of  tlie  same  quahties  or 
the  same  external  form  and  appearance,  the  frequent  intio- 
duction  to  Greece  and  Rome  of  animak  tiiat  werie  tinknotm 
before,  gave  rise  to  the  maxim  that  "  Africa  was  always  pro- 
**  ducing  something  new/'  And  the  reasouiiig  employed  ibr 
explaining  this  fertile  source  of  novelty  is  recorded  by 
Pliny  in  his  Natural  History.   **  Africa  hoc  maami  specfaf, 

inopia  aqtiarum  ad  paueot  amhes  congnganiibm  se  feris, 
**  Idea  nmlitform^  &n.ammaUttM  parlust  varii  faminis  adits' ' 
**  que  generis  mares  aui  id  out  voluptate  mscenies,  Uttde 
**  eHam  valgare  Graaa  dhtum,  semper  aUqmd  turn  Africa 
**  aferre!*  Thus  the  leopaid  was  supposed  to-be  tilie  mixed 
breed  of  a  lion  and  a  panther;  the  ffraffe,  of  the  camel  and 
the  leopard;  the  quadtot  of  the  zehra  and  the  ass.  And 
aHhou^  this  opinion  has -long  been  set  aside,  and  the  fact 
fully  established,  that  animals  in  a  state  of  nature  will  never 
violate  the  laws  of  nature,  and  that,  although' hybrids  are 
sometimes  produoed,  no  new  race  can  be  propagated  even 
by  the  arts  of  domestication,  the  opinion  was  at  least  en« 
titled  to  as  much  respect  as  the  conjecture  of  a  celebrated 
French  naturalist,  that  the  branching  horns  of  the  stag  might 
originally  have  been  produced  by  the  new  mouldmg  of  the 
branches  of  trees  on  wliich  he  feeds.  Had  this  whimsical 
theory,  worthy  the  adoption  of  the  Danvinian  doctrine,  (stolen 
in  fact  chiefly  from  Buffon,)  been  actually  realiml,  the  scarcity' 
of  trees  in  Africa  might  be  offered  as  a  satisfactory  exj^Ianation 
of  tlu'  want  of  stags  on  this  continent ;  not  a  single  cler-r  with' 
branched .  horns  being  known  to  exist  lietwccn  ttic  Alcditcr-- 


Digitized  by  Google 


412 


A  JOURNEY  IW 


ranean  and  tlio  Cape  of  Good  Hojip,  a  trart  of  country 
embracing  both  tbe  torrid  and  the  temj^rate  oti  mates. 

On  the  14iL  the  party  strnck  oix  to  the  iKjith-westward* 
travelling  o\er  a  country  lulciably  well  clothrd  with  gqa^s  and 
frutescent  pUmts,  and  aljounding  WTth  qunchu.s,  j/allat>f  karte^ 
beats,  and  a  great  number  of  wild  buffklos ;  luid  u\  tiic  even- 
ing they  amved  at  a  village  of  BooihuamMt  cooAisting  of 
about  finty  1ioiiM%  litiuiled  upoii  tlie  baidn  of -tiie  Kamt- 
«HHHM  BTcr,  wlndiat  fiur  as  the  c>  e  could  leach  woe  beand- 
fiilfy  skirted  with  large  treea,  the  most  neimaikabie  and  the . 
moitabaiidBBt  of  vli^ck  was  Die  nuniota  «f  the  umekfmt^ 
dsMt,  ftUowing  day  tfaqr  ftll  in  vitb  the  nuMionaiy 
Edwavds  w]ki»  irith  bia  wife  and  fiunfly  aooompanied  bybiB 
]ial£>caflt  ecmgnam  and  airirtaat  Jan  Kok  and  a  few  Hot- 
tentot attendants,  were  lamWing  about  oenntiy,  ap- 
parently without  any  detenninate  object.  One  el  the  Hot- 
tentoti  was  stiU  smailing  nndev  the  recent  woonds  received 
CNma  liao»  which  he  had  the  miifertune  to  enooanter,  and 
.  fiom  whose  voracioas  fengs  his  escape  was  little  less  thaa 
miraculous.  Having  obscr\  ed  the  fresh  traccs.of  a  lion's  pawr 
leading  into  the  kraal  where  his  master's  sheep  were  pent  up 
by  nig^t»  the  Hottentot  had  placed  what  the  Dutch  call  a 
j^ei^NCf  or  trap-gun  ia  tlie  passage  leading  into  tlie  kraal, 
with  a  view  to  destroy  tliis.  nightly  despoilcr.  The  following, 
morning,,  on  gtiing  to  the  spot^  lie  found  the  gun  discharged 
and,  from  the  quantit'-  <?f  blood  sprinkled  on  the  ground^, 
conrhided  that  the  couteuts  must  have  been  lodged  in  the 
body  ot  the  ammal.   foUowiog  the  traces  of  blood  on  the^ 
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ground,  he  incautiously  ap}nx>aclied  tOO  near  to  a  neigliboui- 
iiig  thicket,  out  of  vvhicii,  before  he  liad  time  to  present  his 
musket,  the  wounded  hoii  buret  forth  auti,  pouncuig  upoa 
the  poor  Hottentot,  laid  him  dat  on  the  ground  M'ith  a  single 
])ai  of  his  paw.  HiiB  royal  brute  bestrode  the  Hottentot  with 
great  composure  and,  m  if  conaeim  Having  obtained  his 
cneni  J  widun  Ina  dkitdwiy  wenwd  to  ht  dotBRuiuad-  to  pio* 
loiig  ibe  wwiei  delight  of  lefdling  in  his  meago.  Aooordiog 
to  libe  poor  Mom^»  statement,  lie  pawed  htm  jost  as  a  kitten 
IS  wont  to  plaj  with  a  mouse;  and  tiiat  whenerer  i»  at» 
templed  to  stir,  he  was  sofe  to  reodve  what  the  heo  might 
ooosider  a  gentle  tap,  but  wtuch,  however,  geoendlj  canied 
away  widi  it  a  pieoe  of  flesh.  Both  his  anDS»  indeed,  had 
been  laoemted  in  a  sliociiiag  manner  by  this  hoof's  phj,  witb 
which  he  eontinaed  to  amose  himadf  and  to  toimflnt  his 
vanquished  enemy  fat  a  considerable  length  of  time,  without 
Ifae  least  t^paient  intention  of  speedily  maldng  a  meal  of 
him.  The  master  of  the  Hottentot,,  having  by  accident  dis> 
covert  the  traces  of  bk>od^  followed  them  to  the  scene  of  . 
action  and,  casting  his  eyes  to  the  spot,  saw  witli  terror  the* 
critical  situation  of  liis  Hottentot.  He  possessed,  however,, 
anfficient  presence  of  mind  to  kvcl  his  piece  and,  taking  a 
cool  and  steady  uiuj,  he  shot  tlie  hon  dciid  upon  the  Hot- 
tentot ;  the  skin  of  wliwh  he  carried  v.  iili  him  as  a  trophy  of 
oi>c  of  the  most  fortunate  hut  critical  j^hots  that  perhaps  was 
ever  ninfir  ;t«,  had  he  im^  txl  his  aim,  his  own  was  iu> 
vdved  m  that  of  the  lioLLeutot. 


Continuing  their  journey  alone  the  banks  of  the  Kounuanua 
xiver»  they  passed  a  successiuzx  ui  Bao&huma  Tillage^>,  ple^ 


414  A  JOURNEY  III 

santly  situated  among  groves  of  the  i]]iibreila4ike  'abuom* 
On  everj  side  was  abundance  of  large  gatne^  as  futHmtt 
tpringbohf  and  ostriches  whose  eggs  occasienally  ^su  implied; 
tliem  irith  an  agreeable  repast.  On  the  17th  thej  arrived  at^ 
the  laf)ge  village  of  Po/onte,  the  residence  of  the  Boo^luana 
thief  Serakoatkr  forotlier  of  Moafikaban,  Having  approached 
too  near  the  town  before  thej  perceived  that  the  w^;gons 
were  passing  over  garden  groands  and  fields  planted  with' 
com,  which  was  at  tliis  time  a  considerable  hdght  Above  die 
surface,  they  turned  back  and  pitched  their  tents  on  the  bank 
of  the  river.  SerakooHe  presently  came  down  to  welcome 
their  arrival ;  but  while  he  endeavoured  to  express  the  pleasure 
he  felt  on  the  occasion,  he  could  not  Ibifaear  remarking  that 
their  liaving  first  advanced  to  the  town  and  then  retired  to 
encamp  at  a  distance  from  it  seemed  to  betray  a  suspicion  on 
their  part^  which  was  by  no  means  favourable  to  tlie  good 
<^)inion  and  confidence  ^vhich  lie  had  hoped  his  brother's 
conduct  would  have  inspirexl  towards  him.  Their  motive, 
however,  was  soon  explained  to  his  perfect  satis&ction. 
He  introduced  the  jmrty  to  his  family,  which  conusted  of 
four  wives  and  five  cliildren,  loaded  them  with  civilities 
during  their  stay,  supplying  the  whole  expedition  with  as 
imirh  milk  as  it  could  make  use  of.  The  village  was  plea- 
santly situated  on  tiie  rising  })anks  of  the  Kourmanna  river, 
Avliich  they  now  discovered  to  be  a  bvniir]i  of  the  Guricp  or 
Omnge  river.  It  consisted  of  about  fifty  houses,  of  the  same 
kind,  but  not  quite  so  well  built,  as  those  of  Leetakoo. 

A  remarkable  change  of  temperature  took  place  durins:  one 
of  the  days  the  party  remained  at  this  villa^   At  tlirec 
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o'clock  iii  the  aAeniooii  lha  mercuiy  of  Fahrenheit  stood  at 
97"  in  the  shade ;  and  the  same  evening,  at  eig^t,  it  was 
down  to  62%  The  weatiier  was  now  generally  too  hot  for  the 
exposure  and  the  exertion  ndiich  hunting  i-equires;  but  the 
laiger  kinds  of  game  an  at  sudi  times  propoftionabljr  tamer, 
and  they  were  not  tlierefoie  prevented  £rom  continuing  this 
divmon.  In  the  neij^bourhood  of  Paiame  a  party  of 
sportsmen  killed  an  dd  stallion  and  a  mare  of  tiie  laige  yd- 
lowish-^loured  ptaekOf  striped  over  the  irhole  body,  and 
precisely  the  same  as  that  above  described ;  which  may  be 
considered  as  a  corroborative  proof  of  this  animal  being  a 
distinct  species  of  the  horse  kind,  and  not  mcrel}'^  a  variety 
of  the  cutnmoii  quacha.  The  same  party  brought  home  a]so» 
a  couple  of  the  antelopes. 

On  the  21st,  as  they  proceeded  on  the  jonrncy,  a  large  bull 
bufialo  was  shot  near  the  waggons.  The  face  of  tlie  country 
was  now  literally  covered  with  game,  among  which  a  ncw 
and  remarkable  animal  presented  itself.  The  head  resembled 
that  of  a  cow,  but  the  body  and  ieg^^  were  those  of  an  an- 
telope. The  Booshuamn  called  it  the  TahheiisS^  or,  as  the 
Hottentots  interpreted  the  name,  the  Thcked  Creature.  Be- 
ing remarkably  swift,  tiicy  did  not  succeed  in  obtaining  an 
individual  of  this  specif  s ;  but  Mr.  Danirll,  it  seems,  took 
great  pains  to  get  near  enough  to  one  ot"  tliom  to  make  a 
drawino',  of  \vliic-li  he  hn-  '.yrrcn  :i  ri'prcsiMitatioii  in  his 
valuable  and  interesting  publu  ution  of  Alricau  scenery  and 
animals.  It  seems  this  creature  is  very  dano;erous  to  ap- 
proacli  when  wounded,  and  particuhuly  so  in  the  nitting 
season,  when  the  Booshttanait  aie  extremely  careful  not  to 
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come  too  near  thcni.  They  are  represented  indeed  to  be  6q 
wild  and  ferocious,  tJiat  this  people  seldom  venture  to  attack 
them  like  other  deer  with  the  liassagaU  bat  take  them  genc- 
nlly  by  digging  pits  in  the  ground  and  OMreriiig  them  over 
with  sticks  and  etith.  Ttm  animal  appeared  to  be  near  five 
ieet  high,  the  ooknir  a  ciiMnoiis  Uue»  and  shape  nottuUlBe 
that  of  the  Nil^^^^  of  India,  tlie  Aniehpe  pkta,  lU  mane 
is  black,  long,  and  flonving  awt  each  shoulder;  its  beard  is 
h»g  and  pcinted :  the  tail  short  and  naked ;  die  homs  fimn 
fifteen  to  cigbteeo  indies  loi^  pointing  backwatda,  and  bent 
intd  a  dicii]arciiiTe,  -enilHnGiiig  about  a  fifth  part  of  ai^iele 
drcomference,  annnlated  fiom  the  root  to  about  two  thirds  of 
die  length.  Several  of  these  hoos  ime  brought  by  the  paitj 
to  the  Cape.  The  TMeits6  is  generally  found  in  pairs,  and 
vhen  disturbed  they  usuaUj  take  to  the  wooded  heij^ita,  which 
"were  here  very  finely  covered  with  the  common  mimosa  and 
that  on  which  the  camtlopardalis  feeds.  Numbers  of  both 
kinds  wero  loaded  with  die  nests  of  the  gpeg^aous  finch. 

The  woods  and  thickets  being  well  stocked  v'ith  biiffalos, 
whose  flesh  is  savoury  and  good  and  hide  particularly  valuiihle 
to  the  bo^)rs,  as  being  the  best  and  toughest  for  tracf  s  and 
other  wagg(Ji)  iurniture,a  party  went  out  with  a  determmation  to 
spend  the  day  in  the  chase  after  these  huge  animals.  Tiiey 
presently  stajrted  a  whole  herd,  and  at  the  first  volley  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  ilowu  a  large  cow.  The  herd  dispersing 
iu  every  direction,  three  of  a»i  enormous  size  with  a  young  calf 
were  observed  to  rush  ihuj  a  thicket  close  to  the  sjwt  where 
the  waggons  and  the  tents  were  [)hicc(l.  Daniell  the  secretiiry 
and  Schultis  the  overbeer  of  the  wagguus  ixaun^  uuirked  tiiQ 
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exart  spot  where  th(*y  had  retreated  for  shelter  and,  tiunking 
the  opportunity  too  favourable  to  allow  them  to  escape, 
crept  closp  to  the  thicket  with  their  dogs  and  their  mus- 
kets.    Srliultz  haviog  the  same  day  '^hot  an  ostrich  had 
ornamented  his  hat  witli  its  waving  phiincs.     Elate  with 
the  hope  of  success,  he  hastened  without  stopping  towards 
the  opening  into  wlucli  the  animals  had  retired,  when 
suddenly,  and  quite  unexpectedly  to  him,  a  huge  buii  buf- 
falo came  rushin^  out  of  the  thicket  and,  rvHifffor  a  mo- 
ment the  white  pl.une  waviuj^  in  his  iiat,  bulled  directly 
towards  him.    Schultz  petrified  witli  fear  remained  motion- 
less on  the  spot ;  and  the  buffalo,  taking  him  up  on  the 
points  of  his  horns,  tOMed  him  over  bb  head  many  feet 
into  tlie  air,  from  whence  he  fell  smang  tho  bnnchei  of  a 
thorny  mimosa.   DnieB,  having  ofaeerved  tliQ  Mo  of  hv 
companion,  had  just  time  enoagfa  to  etcape  a  simiiat  en- 
oounter  by  cBmbing  into  a  tiee.  Hie  boiUo  being  baited 
by  ^  doga»  and  obaerving  the  whole  party  coming  up^ 
tfaouglit  fit  to  letiie*  Poor  Scfanhs  letunied  to  the  waggons^ 
Irioody,  pale,  and  afanott  liftleas  with  tenor;  peniatiii^ 
liGwever,  that  he  was  not  in  the  least  hurt  nor  intimidated  at 
what  had  happened ;  but  while  he  was  speaking  he  feinted, 
and  it  was  several  days  beibre  he  recovered  fiom  the  efiects 
of  his  wounds  and  his  flight  This,  says  Mr.  Trater,  was  the 
last  attempt  he  made  to  bo  tlioug^t  a  sportsman,  having  now 
learned  by  experience  that  it  was  not  the  province  of  every 
one  to  turn  buiado  hunter. 

On  this  occasion  the  buffalo,  as  well  as  the  lion  which 
bestrode  the  Hottentot,  seems  to  have  been  actuated  by  a 
sense  of  injury  and  a  spirit  aii  retaliation.  U'he  elephant, 
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which  IS  perhaps  the  mildest  of  all  laVgc  animal*,  appears 

likewise,  wlten  pr<>M)kr(l,  to  be  nioi-e  prone  to  rfsentrnent 

than  those  of  the  most  ferocious  disposition.    Oi"  tlic  great 

sagacity  and  reasoning  powers  of  this  animal  very  t  xtraordi- 

nary  stories  have  l>een  related,  i'lxnu  \}]f  time  of  Pliny  down 

to  Buiibu ;  boiuc  of  w  hic  h  may  perhaji-.  ix-  true,  but  many  of_^ 

tliem  are  notorioubly  false.    An  iii>taucc,  however,  of  the 

viiidicti\  e  spirit  of  the  elephant  occurred  to  i»oine  Dutrh 

boors,  Avho  travelled  to  the  eastvt'arcl  ui  search  of  the  pUice 

vherc  the  Grosvcnor  ladiauuin  was  cast  away,  wlut:h  is  re-  I 

inarkable  in  this  respect,  and  the  authenticity  of  which  can-  i 

not  be  oiUed  in  questioo..  This  aniinal,  after  having  icceived 

into  faie  bod  j  le?  eral  lugi  muiket  baDi^  and  twice  firilen  oo 

the  ground,  crept  with  difficuUjr  into  a  thick  thorny  coppice.  * 

Cooceiviiig  lum  to  be  done  for/^  tajra  Jacob  Van  Beenen, 
^  /Qaart  Vander  Walt,.  Lodewyk  Prins,  and  Ignatius  Mulder, 

rode  up  to  the  thicket ;  when,  nuhing  iuriousij  out  from 
**  his  hicUng-pIaoe^  he  lathed  his  proboscis  round  the  bodj  of 

Prins*  who  was  on  honehack,  dragged  him  off  to  l]ie 

ground,  and  trod  hiat'  to  death ;  then  driving  one  of  his 
•«  tusks  into  his  bodj,  he  throw  him  to  the  height  of  thirty 
**  feet  into  the  air.  The  odier  two  dismounting  hid  them-  ^ 
**  selves  in  the  thicket.  The  elephant  kxiking  round  him 
**  and  perceiving  only  the  horse  of  Vander  Walt  began  to 
**  fottow  it,  but,  presently  turning  about,  walked  up  to  the 
«*  spot  whcrc  the  corpse  of  Prins  was  lying.  At  ti^  instant 
•*  our  whole  party  i-enewed  the  attack,,  when,  after  receiving 
«•  several  bullet^,  he  again  esca|>ed  into  the  thicket.  Tliink^ 
**  ing  that  we  should  now  see  no  mere  of  him,  we  began  to 

dig'  a  grave  for  our  unfortunate  companion,  when  the 
**  elephant,  ag^  rushing  ^ciously  upon  us,  drove  the  whole 
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**  party  awaj,  and  remaloed  triumphaiit  over  the  dead  body. 

At  the  distance  of  aa  bundred  paces  Tjaart  Vander  Walt 
**  put  a  bullet  into  his  carcase,  after  which  we  all  fired,  when, 
**  haviDg  staggered  for  some  time,  he  fell  to  the  ground  and 
"  was  put  to  death  by  the  Hottentots."  Tb^  natives  pretend 
to  say  that  whenever  an  elephant  is  provoked  to  kill  his 
enemy,  he  tears  the  carcase  in  pieces  and  deronrs  it :  at 
least,  such  is  tlicir  conchision,  as  no  rcstigo  of  the  remains  is 
ever  found  on  the  spot.  Perliaps,  however,  it  iss  more  con- 
sistent to  snpposc  that  he  carries  it  away  to  some  place  of 
concealment.  It  is  a  common  observation  that,  numerous  a^ 
these  annuals  are  in  many  parts  of  Southern  Afriea,  neiilier 
tlie  tu^ks  nor  any  part  of  their  skeletons  are  ever  foniid 
above  ground,  wLieli  lias  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  ele- 
phants mmt  hury  ihrh  dead,  \  ander  Keuip  is  inclined  to 
beiiev(^  the  fact  to  be  true.  One  of  his  party  havitig  shot  an 
elephant,  they  went  the  followinsj  inominG:  with  a  view  of 
tal  inc^  out  its  tiisks,  wiien  they  found  from  liiu  t  a  to  twenty 
ol  ihi  M;  aiamals  busily  employed  iu  removing  the  dead  corpse 
with  their  i>nuuts. 

On  die  35th  the  expedition  fell  in  with  a  party  of  Bosjcs- 
mans,  accompanied  by  their  women  and  <duIdi!eD,  who  drove 
along  with  them  a  few  small  spotted  goats.  These  were  the 
first  party  of  this  wretched  race  of  men  thej  had  met  with 
who  possessed  any  living  property.  They  gave  them,  as  usual, 
a  little  food  and  tobacco,  when  they  prooeede<i  quietly  on  their 
journey.  As  the  part  of  the  country  they  were  now  in  was ' 
better  covered  than  is  commooljr  the  case 'with  good  sweet' 
grass,  tlie J  detennined  to  halt  for  twent j*fbur  hours,  in  order  to 
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fefresh  their  vay-wom  cattle.  And  as  ih«  plains  abounded 
with  the  camehpardalh,  almost  the  whole  party  resolved  to 
make  a  day's  sport,  in  order  to  procure,  if  possible,  one  or 
more  of  these  eztiaordinary  creatures.   In  the  oouvBe  of  the 
day  they  saw  and  chased  a  great  number,  some  alone  and 
others  ia  herds  of  five  or  six  ;  but  all  their  exertions  were  in 
vain,  and  they  were  obliged  to  quit  the  held  without  killing 
a  single  beast»  thuugli  several  were  supposed  to  be  wounded. 
One  of  the  party,  however,  sliot  a  rhinosceros  of  an  cxtra<- 
ordinary  si^e.   It  measured  ironi  tlie  head  to  the  root  of  tl^ 
tail  ten  feet  seven  inches,  and  its  height  exceeded  five  feet  six 
inches.    But  its  siiie  was  less  the  sut^t  of  remark  than  the 
peculiarity  of  its  hqros,  which  were  pretty  nearly  of  the  same 
length  ;  whereas  in  the  common  rhinosceros  of  Southern 
Atrica  the  upper  horn  is  a  mere  stump  of  about  six  inches  in 
length.    This  variety  of  the  two-homed  rhinosceros  is  called 
by  the  Bnoshuanas  the  Jeckioa,  and  the  common  kind,  of 
wliich  the  party  killed  one  the  following  day  on  the  Magaaga 
or  Iron  Mountain,  the  MogouL    Here  also  they  fell  in  with 
several  of  the  Kokoon,  the  palla,  and  tiie  common  ^oo,  beside 
a  number  of  hartehecsf^  and  springboks.    Quachas  and  elands 
were  equally  plentJlui  m  this  part  of  the  country,  of  the  latter 
of  which  three  large  bulls  were  shot  by  one  of  the  Hottentots 
in  the  course  of  the  day. 

Keeping  to  the  westward  of  their  former  track,  and  tra- 
velling over  a  country  abundantly  ncli  in  almost  every  specie* 
of  wild  quadruped  that  frequents  the  plains  of  Africa,  Init 
aliijust  destitute  of  a  human  being,  except  a  few  miseiiible 
JLk>sjesmen,  who  m  parties  of  tiuee  or  four,  but  never  exceed- 
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ing  eight,  occasionally  approached  the  waggons,  and  always 
with  great  timidity,  they  anired  on  the  7th  at  a  Kora  village, 
on  the  nortliem  bank  of  tlie  Oranf^p  river,  where  they  found 
these  civil  creatures,  who  had  been  ;i  [>]>rii4ed  of  their  return, 
all  collet'ted  and  prepared  Avith  their  pack  oxen  to  give  the 
expedition  every  assistance  in  its  passage  across  tlie  river. 
Here  thrv  nriain  fell  in  with  the  missionary  Ku  hcrer,  from 
whose  o[ union,  corroVjoraled  by  that  of  the  Koras,  they  were 
induced  to  Ixjlieve  that  by  making  a  journey  to  the  north- 
westward, alone;  ^he  banks  of  the  river,  of  twelve  ui  loarteeu 
days,  to  the  horde  of  a  wt  ll-know  n  t  liarucLci  ui  tije  liastaard 
face  named  Kok,  they  ha<i  a  fair  prospect  of  collecting  a 
▼cry  considerable  nun i her  of  cattle.  They  tliereforc  deter- 
mined to  make  this  deviaiioa  ironi  the  direct  route  and,  if 
practicable,  to  return  by  the  Numaaqua  country,  along;  the 
western  cojist  of  Africa.  In  order,  however,  to  les^n  the 
consul  nptiou  of  provisions,  and  ui  the  same  time  to  get  rid 
oi  u  ical  mcumbrance,  they  resolved  to  disciiarge  from  the 
service  of  the  expedition  all  the  Dutch  boors  which  had 
joined  them  in  the  Koggeveld,  and  to  depend  in  fiitnre  en- 
tirely on  tfie  HotteDtols.  TlHSie  hoon  haA  not  lieen  of  tiie 
Ifsatt  Mmce  in  any  respect,  from  the  fint  day  they  joined  fbe 
expedition ;  hat,  on  the  contrary,  wcfe  the  cause  of  per- 
p^uat  vexatioot.  They  were  indolentj  disobedient*  refiao- 
tofj,  and  discontented ;  andsacowanfly  that,  in  the  event 
efmeeting  with  hostile  tribes*  thej  never  could  be  looked  on 
as  any  protection.  They  shewed'  even  an  aveision  to  their 
fcvourite  ooGupatioa  of  shootipg  game,  Ibr  no  other  reason 
but  because  they  peicetved  it  would  be  a  gmtification  to  the 

coownissiooen.  At  the  absence  of  sach  people  oodd  neither 
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be  •tt^'T'i^fi*  with  regret  nor  disadvantage,  a  sufficient  portion 
of  profisions  to  carry  them  acit^  the  Karroo  desert  into  the 
Roggeveld  was  allotted  to  them,  and  they  wore  fiotlly  dil» 
mined  from  the  employ  of  the  GommiaBion. 

It  Avas  not  till  the  'iStli  January  iliat  the  river  liad  sutricicntlv 
subsided  to  allow  the  waggons  to  jiass  with  safety  ;  and  thev 
had  scarcely  reached  the  opptwite  shore  till  it  again  swelled 
.several  feet  in  depth,  though  not  a  shower  of  rain  had  fallen ; 
and  the  current  continued  to  tlow  with  sucli  violence  that 
they  had  very  little  prospect  of  asrain  speedily  crossing  it, 
which,  hoAvever,  was  uccesbaiy  to  l*c  uuiie  at  this  j)Iaec,  to 
enable  tlicui  to  proceed  on  their  intended  journey.  'I'lie  Kora 
Hottentots,  therefore,  set  to  work  in  felling  down  trees,  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  rafts  to  liout  over  the  waggons ; 
and  they  were  proceeding  Avitli  great  activity  and  consider- 
able skill  in  fi^rwai'diug  these  ^  rails,  when  a  ford  was  dis- 
covered a  little  lower  down  tbe  river.  Heie  they  efiected  a 
passage  withottt  aocideiit ;  and  before  tliey  reached  the  place 
of  their  destinatioi^  they  were  under  the  neces^tj  of  cRMttng 
thit  broad  and  rapid  river  not  less  than  six  times;  the  last  of 
which  they  were  in  considerable  danger  of  bang  swept  away, 
by  a  sudden  rise  of  the  waters  to  the  heigjht  of  five  or  six 
feet; 

* 

A  considerafale  variety  of  suriace  presented  itself  in  the 
course  of  this  journey,  which  was  sometimea  along  the  banks 
of  the  river,  and  at  other  times  at  a  distance  iiom  it  The 
common  mimosa  was  every  where  abundant;  and  some  of 
these  tices  were  so  much  loaded  with  the  stmw-boilt  edifices 
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of  the  grcgaiious  growbeak,  that  at  a  dbtance  they  appeared  ' 
iike  so  many  hay<-iick8.  Several  species  of  large  beautiful 
ajbes  and  tall  oipAorMw  appeared  on  the  heights ;  and  great 
abundance  of  that  particular  spedes  of  the  latter,  vith  which 
it  is  pretended  the  Hottentots  poison  the  springs  of  water,  in 
order  to  distress  their  enemies;  but  of  which  the  commis- 
sioners met  with  no  instance  in  the  course  of  their  long 
journey.  Sevei-al  Kora  villages  were  situated  in  the  route, 
the  inhabitants  of  whicli  appeared  to  be  every  where  happy 
and  contented  with  their  few  flocks  and  herds  and  iiunible 
sheds;  always  cheerful  and  in  gpod  humour;  andiix>mthe 
first  to  the  last  quarter  of  the  moon  never  failing  to  pass  the 
greater  portion  of  the  night  in  dancing  and  singing* 

On  the  11th  Febniary  the  party  arrived  at  the  place  of  its 
destination,  Avhere  they  found  a  considerable  village  inhabited 
by  a  mixed  society,  consisting  of  Kaficrs,  Hottentots,  and  lialfw 
casts  of  a  variety  of  kinds,  under  a  chief  of  the  name  of  Kok, 
who  was  one  of  thof  r  people  usually  distinguished  in  the  colony 
by  the  appellation  of  Bastaard,  that  is  to  say,  the  offsprincj  of  a 
connection  between  a  eolonist  and  a  Hottentot.  To  every  ap- 
pearance this  horde  was  abundantly  rich  in  cattle  ;  but  they 
complained  thai  tliey  had  lately  sutibred  to  a  very  considerable 
extent,  from  the  predatory  attack  of  a  certain  iree-booter  of 
the  name  of  J /r/eacrner,  of  whose  ftiture  visits  they  were  under 
great  apprehensiion,  and  the  more  so  on  account  of  his  ha\  int^ 
lately  riilisted  intuliis  gang  a  number  of  vaiisiiionds  ot  variou-; 
debcnptions,  who  had  found  the  means  of  eseaj)ing  out  of 
the  liands  of  justice  {torn  ditlcrent  parts  of  the  colony.  To 
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tltis  desperate  irnnir  of  robbers  had  re  rcntiv  been  added  a 
person  of  so  extraordinary  a  charaeter,  that  a  skctrh  of  his 
history  may  not  hr  iTnintercstin!;.  The  name  of  this  man  was 
Stephanos,  by  birtii  a  Pole,  but  of  Greek  extraction.  From 
the  ranks  in  some  of  the  German  hired  regiments,  in  which 
lie  completed  the  time  of  his  enhstment,  he  had  procured  a 
situation  in  the  Cape  as  an  assistant  to  a  shopkeeper,  where 
he  was  tempted  to  exercise  his  insrenuily  iii  foreincr  the  paper 
currenevof  thegovemment,the  act  oruplishingot  wiuchrctinired 
no  moderate  share  of  skill.  The  card,  in  the  first  instance,  is 
stamped  in  Holland,  is  there  covered  with  paintnl  paper  of 
a  particular  pattern,  the  numbers  and  \  alue  arc  tilled  m  by 
a  public  ofiicer  at  the  Cape,  and  each  card  is  signed  by  three 
members  of  the  Court  of  Justice,  every  one  of  whom  has  a 
particalar  flovnsh  at  the  end  his  aaxne  wbidi  is  well  knoim 
throughout  the  colony ;  yet  idl  tihlt  was  so  closely  imitated  by 
Sitfhmim  as  to  pass  cmfeiit  fiv  a  length  of  time.  At  last^ 
however,  the  foigerj  was  detected.  SitphanM  was  tried  ftr 
bb  life,  condemned,  and  cast  into  solitary  imprisonment  till 
the  day  of  his  execution  should  anive.  In  tins  dq^lorablo 
situation  his  genius,  however,  did  not  foisake  him.  "By  the 
help  of  a  raatj  nail  which  he  found  in  the  wall,  and  a  little 
deal  table  on  which  he  mounted,  he  woiked  out  gnulually  a 
squnre  hole  through  a  thiee4nch  pkmfc  of  teak  wood,  which 
with  a  litde  plaster  was  the  only  cover  to  tiie  room ;  and 
fhrou|^  thb  hole  he  eiected  his  escape.  In  oider  to  ehide 
the  suspscioa  of  his  keeper,  it  was  supposed  that  he  swal- 
lowed every  mormog  die  dust  of  the  wood  which  he  had 
worked  out  in  the  coune  of  tilie  nigh^  and  filled  up  the  boks 
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in  ihc  plank  with  crumbs  of  broad.    I  hiving  passed  the 
limits  of  the  colony  without  being  detected,  or  at  least  mo- 
Jested,  he  rame  to  the  establishment  of  Kichcrer  on  the  Sark 
river ;  and  lia\  ing  made  out  some  plausible  story  of  an  ir- 
resistible call  of  grane,  by  which  he  was  impelled  to  preach 
the  Qospcl  among  the  heatlu'n.  he  was  received  ^\  i(h  open  arms 
by  tins  worthy  but  credulous  iiii^i-ioiiary,  who,  however,  as 
appears  by  his  own  statement,  had  soon  sufficient  reason  to 
repent  of  his  misplaced  hospitalitv.    The  Greek,  it  seems, 
conceived  the  horrid  design  of  Uiuidering  Ivis  host,  for  the 
sake  of  his  little  property  :   and  for  this  purpose  had  one 
night  stolen  into  his  chamber,  and  was  approaching  hif?  bed, 
when  the  missionary,  being  fortunately  awake  and  not  w  iiiiout 
some  suspicion  of  the  ill  intentions  of  his  guest,  instantly 
sprung  upon  him  in  the  dark,  reproached  him  for  his  ingrau- 
tade  and*  with  true  Chiutiaii  fortitude  and  foi^pveaess,  sent 
Inm  away  unhurt  when,  at  a  single  woid»  hb  fiuthftd  foilow- 
eiB  would  have  torn  him  in  pieees.  He  fombfaed  him  with 
neat  and  tobacco  £at  the  jouinej,  a  flint  and  stad  to  Btnke  a 
file,  a  little  gunpowder,  and  a  Uble»  the  perusal  of  which  he 
ilXDOglly  recommended  to  hb  serious  attention.  But  the  good 
intentions  of  the  nussionaiy  weie  stnngeij  peryected  by  this 
T8gabond«  whose  chancier  was  not  lev  remadcahle  for  its  de« 
pfaritj  than  ingenuity.   He  read  the  bible,  it  would  seem,  but 
the  infoimation  he  obtained  therein  was  employed  forno  good 
purpose.  On  hiii  arrival  among  the  Koratf  he  annonnced  him* 
self  as  a  prophet,  assuring  them  that  he  had  l>cen  sent  oaanj 
thousand  miles  expressly  to  promo'te  their  future  consolation 
and  happiness.  He  built  a  temple  under  the  edge  of  a  thick 
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gi"Ove  of  nuinosQS;  erected  an  altar  on  mIiIcIi  he  enrow- 
raj»cd  these  silly  propl*-  to  miikc  their  oireriii^s  selected  from 
tiui  best  of  their  flock^  aaci  herds;  with  solemn  manunei\  he 
burned  ^mvl  of  the  vii.tiin,  and  appropriated  the  re^>t  t'>  him- 
self; sometimes  takiui;  the  ad  van  t  age  of  a  lliiuider-sti>jin,  or 
of  ihc  uvtrllou  inii  of  the  river,  he  wa^*  more  exorbitant  in 
his  demands,  and  even  found  it  expedient  to  require  tho 
young  damsels  to  he  brought  to  the  teni[iic.    lie  cuiricd 
religious  mockery  still  fartUer.   Al  aJiUlc  distanee  behind  the 
ivood  there  was  a  mountain  of  a  considerable  heifjht,  wliicK 
this  high  piicist  of  his  own  constituted  religion  regularly 
ascended  every  monung  quite  alone,  ori  the  summit  of  whicl* 
Ijc  ^vas  generally  seen  vrmj^f^d  in  a  volume  of  smake,  occa- 
noned  by  hi»  setting  ^  to  libe  dry  gnua^  oc  making  a  blaxoi 
with  gunpowder.  He-  wtomMi  Hili  imatuor  m  be  pie* 
tpiuled  ki  the  ignoiiiil  fio«letitati^  m  cacdcr  to  i«cw«  bn 
nilnictioiit  £Nni.lieavai;  tet  the-  seel  hat  irm  Htmit  inde-^ 
pOBdent  oi  tfae  "new  he  hed  ei  im|ioring  on  the  aimple 
Kmu,  he  merohed  to  die  wamndk  ef  thie  hill»  i**ini— ndiey. 
en  flKteonve  tiew  ever  the  phdoe.  to  theaont^MKaid,  toeicer- 
iahi  whether  the  officcn  of  joilieerweie  in  jnnait  of  hinir 
efeet  of  which  the  appeBfincB  ni  xnggpOB  at  a  diitaafiB^ 
w»ld  have  giireit  him  thiely  iMlk^toieAel  hk,ei^^ 

Viine  jimHi*'^w  ptDoeediay  being  aft  lipfgth  eoounenioBledi 
to  the  miHiniinriri  of  Ihc  g>i^  tfa^neHibed»i£poMiUe»  to^ 
seize  the  culprit*  and  to  deliver  him  into  tl^  hmdijof  jmtioe:;. 
hut  thb  slj  jmpottor  being  apprised  <j£  dieir  deilgnt  afaan- 
doned  his  tcQsie  aad  his  flock,  and  isd  towaida  the  irmtiia 
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codst  of  the  6oiititteftt»  Where,  on  iHi  dniibk^tdf  thii  toIony» 
he  was  fecogDiaed  hy  H  Datch  bMr  i^d  tOSeii'  ii^fisdher  j'to 
whom,  indeed,  he  jHretended  tO  8tirtend(»''hxyaAidf,  as  tidng 
deslfous  ta  give  hinfadf  Ap  at  the  Cap^:  Th^'  tibbl^  alldwiitd 
Mm  to  sleep  io  his  owxi  waggon^  i^hosi^  kitidfies^  he  bncf  ni^i 
fepdd  by  cutting  the  tfaxoat  df  hb  'boit  %ith  it  tiatm,  ahd 
stole  away  to  the  lower  pfot  of  the  Ofanjge^riveir,' Whi^ 
joined  the  noted  maiauder  jl^ctfafiir.  '        •'  •  ^ 

Thus  in  all  jnrobability,  had  not  the  zeal  and  the  exertions 
of  the  missionaries  defeated  his  purpose,  would  this  impious 
wretch  hare  succeeded  in  establishing  a  new  and  motley  re- 
ligion, partly  Hebiew  and  partly  Greek,  at  the  head  of 
which,  as  the  pater  Deorum,  the  name  of  St^katuu  mi^t 
in  after  ages  have  been  rendered  eminent  among  the  ignotant 
Hottentots :  and  to  what  learned  speculations  on  Ihe  ori^ 
of  thb  society  might  not  the  future  discovery  of  so  hetero- 
geneous a  mixture  of  religions  have  given  rise  ?  Such  is  thd 
danger  of  being  led  astray,  to  which  the  unthinking  multitude 
of  all  nations  is  exposed,  if  once  they  forsake  the  customs 
and  opinions  of  their  forcnithcrs,  and  commit  thetvself'es  to 
the  impostures  of  artful  and  designing  men. 

At  Kok's  kraal  the  complaints  and  the  execrations  were  so 
grncrnl  against  the  two  robbers,  that  the  eoninii^sioncrs  were 
iiuUieed  to  attorci  this  society  whatever  assistance  they  were. 
able  to  <iive  in  coiuiucling  an  expedition  against  such  no- 
torious offenders,  with  a  view,  if  possible,  to  <:t  t  hold  of  them 
either  dead  or  alive.    Mr.  Somer\  iUe  and  Mr.  Daniell  ac-. 
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foinpanied  tliis  arnunl  party  tor  a  short  distance  dowii  tlte 
river,  but  returned  at  the  end  of  tlu^ec  days.  'JVo  days  af)er 
t]u;>  tlie  armed  party  ot'  Hottentob  aii(i  i^a^^laards  atso  re- 
turiu'd,  witii  the  booty  of  a  tew  oxen,  cows,  and  sheep;  hut 
the  tuo  rol.)l'rrs  witli  their  gang  had  esrapcd  mio  \W  woikIs. 
Among  olhei  limigs  they  brought  baciv  with  them  a  (juantity 
of  red  copper  balls,  tound  anions;  the  amniuuitiou  of  the 
enemy,  which  he  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  leaving 
behind. 

Having  remained  at  tliis  spot  a  whole  roooA*  and  collected 
what  few  cattle  the  mfaabitaiitB  had  to  spare  withoot  distreanog 
their  ianiliflSy'the  coamiuHOiien  be^pm  to  prepare  fi>r  tlieir 
leturo  to  the  Cape ;  and  as,  fiom  their  ptetent  posttioii  on 
the  mer,  the  nearest  loute  appealed  to  be  that  throqgH  the 
NoMOtfftie  ooiinti7»tbey  engaged  two  Bosjiwnwns  to  proceed  m 
that  difectKMi  over  the  Kanoo  plains,  who,  having  ascertaiiied 
whether  it  was  practicafale  to  undertake  the  joumej  bj  that 
route  with  their  nuznenNis  catUe,  were  directed  to  retufti  and 
report  fi>r  tiieir  infimnation.  After  some  dajs  tiiese  people 
returned^  bringing  back  the  unpleaaaat  intsMigence  that  all 
the  springs  and  liTen  were  eoinpletdy  dried  up ;  that  they 
bad  diemsdves  neuij  perished  for  want  of  water;  and  that 
it  was  utteily  impreetiBable  ibr  man  alone,  mncb  more  so  ibr 
cattle»  to  proceed  over  the  plains  that  inteanrened  •  b^fweeo. 
tlieir  present  situation  and  the  western  coast.  They  were,, 
therefore,  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  measuring  back  the 
load  to  the  spot  where  they  had  first  crossed  the  Orange- 
rirer,  in  order  to  get  into  the  old-  track  of  the  waggouk. 
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And  Imi'ing  satisfied  the  whole  liorde,  the  Koras,  the  Bas- 
taards,  and  tlie  BosjesnuuiB,  who  had  so  willingly  and  so  es- 
seutiallj  assisted  them  on  all  occasions,  they  took  their  leave 
on  die  lltU  March,  letunuog  up  the  river  and  crossing  it 
occasioDally  at  the  same  places  as  in  their  journey  do^m- 
wards.  Nothing  particular  occurred  till  the  19th,  when  they 
encountered  a  swarm  of  locusts  so  immensely  great  that,  on 
aU  sides  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  tlie  whole  surface  of 
tiie  ground,  the  trees,  the  bushes,  and  the  smaller  plants 
were  entirely  covered  with  them.  Numbers  of  Bosjesmen. 
were  observed  to  be  busily  employed  in  collecting  thcsfr 
insects,  which,  alter  Ixiiio;  tlried  in  the  sun,  serve  them  for 
ibod  when  other  resources  liail  tUcm.. 

In  various  parts  of  the  Orange  river  they  hadmctwith  the  huge 
hippopotamus,  but  liad  not  hitherto  been  fortunate  enough  to~ 
kill  one  of  the^e  creatures.  Tlie  two  secretaries  Daniel!  and  Bor- 
cherds,  deternmud  on  having  at  least  a  fair  chance,  left  the 
waggons  and  proceeded  along  liie  banks  of  tlie  river  at  an- 
early  hour  in  the  morning,  taking  willi  th»  in  a  Hottentot' 
and  a  pack  or  saddle  ox.  Towards  the  (  k»st'  of  the  day  they 
thought  of  striking  off  from  lliC  river,  in  <)riU;r  to  fall  in  with 
tlie  waggons  ;  but  the  wealher  suddenly  becauic  so  bad,  the 
wind  blew  so  violently,  the  rain  descended  in  such  torrents^ 
and  the  thunder  ;)iid  tlie  lightning  were  so  severe,  that  they 
iouud  it  utterly  juipossiblc  to  proceed,  'l  lie  night  was  ex- 
cessively dark,  and  they  were  on  the  midst  of  a  barren  plain,^ 
without  a  bush  or  even  a  ro(Jc  to '  afford  thorn  the  smallest 
degree  of  shelter.  To  those  who  have  aefer  experie&ced  a 
thunder-stonn  on  the  deserts  of  Afiica  itis  impossible  to  cou-i^ 
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rey  a  just  idea  of  its  a\vfiil  and  terrific  appearances.  On  this 
unifonn  surface  of  perpetual  sterility,  on  which  nor  tree  nor 
bush  nor  building  nor  any  prominent  point  rises  above  the 
drearv  level  to  ratch  and  comluct  silently  :n»o  the  earth  the 
electric  fluid,  the  flashes  of  li-jhtnin'^  rl<u  i  from  cloud  to  cloud 
in  couNtauf  succcs'^ioTT,  fiHiiirr  the  whuh"  In 'rixon  with  a  hinzc  of 
\  ivi(l  finv  w  hilst  the  thnndrr,  not  dli  rp  but  constant,  hissc:^ 
and  rattles  without  intermission.  At  the  Ciipe  of  Good  Hope 
it  IS  just  the  rcvorst\  Ther^  liejhtning  is  mrcly  seen  and  thun- 
<lcr  scarcei y  heard  ;  the  lofty  and  nearly  perpendiadar  mass 
ot  i  l  k.  the  Table  inouutain,  carries  oti  the  electric  shock 
silent K  uiid  almost  imperceptibly  to  those  who  dwell  on  tJie 
plaiti  at  the  foot  of  its  base.  After  this  stormy  and  comfortless 
m^hL  paiiscd  on  the  nuked  earth,  wet,  hunsjry,  and  dejected, 
tin  two  traveUeiB  fell  in  with  a  small  horde  of  Bc^jesmans 
IwHHng  <a  locusto,  which  they  broiled  in  a  square  hole  made 
IB  gNNmd,  heated  wi^  bot  ashes  of  wood.  They  were 
not,  however,  sufllciintlj  fcingryto  be  iadnced  to  paitokeof 
liie  Mpaat,  and  these  poor  cseatDret  had  nottuag  m  the  woiid 
besides  to  o^  them.  Thej  theidbfe  prooeeded  or  their 
natch.  The  Hottentot  who  attended  iheai  had  departed 
kk  the  night,  in  order  to  filid  .out  the  waggons.  Havhig 
traveBed  the  whole  day,  weaiy  and  fh^^iMd  and  .fiuntiBg 
with  hnngeiv  they  at  night  again  laid  down  on  the  bare  clayey 
surfhce,  without  the  least  shelter,  exposed  t»  heatyandnH 
cessant  lain.  In  the  morning,  beiog  the  third  day  in  which 
they  had  not  tasted  food,  the  gnawing  puns  of  hunger  be- 
came so  seme  that  they  be&ought  themselveff  of  hilliBg  the 
beast  of  burden  for  thehr  support  ^hek  muskets,  however, 
would  not  glrefiie^  nor  could  tlicy  dmw  Hhiim  ok  accoimt  ef 
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tlic  wetness  of  the  powder.  They  had  no  other  instiu- 
ment  but  a  small  penknife  which,  though  useless  to  them, 
would  luive  been  quite  suflicient  tor  the  ])urposp  hnd  the 
Hottentot  been  present,  as  these  natives  are  wrW  nc- 
quainted  with  the  palsied  state  into  which  an  animal  tails 
by  having  tlie  spinal  marrow  piereed  with  a  pointed  instm- 
meut.  The  two  secretaries  hapjjened,  however,  to  be  ig- 
norant of  this  operation  ;  and  the  delnv  o("ra«i!oned  by  sug- 
gesti()n>  as  to  the  i)ost  mode  of  acconipiishing  their  point  led- 
to  nianv  giievous  and  melancholy  reflections :  as  the  tor- 
ment that  nmst  nceessarily  ensue  to  the  poor  aninial  which 
had  so  frequently  canied  them  and  their  baggage ; — the 
ineriicacy  of  the  expedient,  they  were  unable  to  carry 
much  of  the  flesh  widi  then  the  great  danger  of  their 

reoiaming  near  •  dead  cucMe  on  a  dcMrt  abounding  with 
wild  beatts  as  hui^  aa  themaelm.  They  therefore  deter- 
mined  to  ^ve  up  the  attempt ;  and  tying  their  hamikeiehM.. 
liglit  rmmd  the  bdly,  after  the  manner  cf  the  Hottentots,  m 
Older  to  aUay  in  some  degree  the  gnawing  ])ain  of  hunger, 
tbej  Ticaadered  hopdte  and  dncoasohrte  over  a  wide  and 
desolate  ylain,  snrminded  00  all  sides  by  dreaiy  solitode  and 
checriew  stnifity,  withont  a  tiaoe  to  guide  their  steps,  or 
distant  point  to  dir^  their  oonise*  While  thns  they  mm 
aknl&y  and  slowly  mavdnng  along  enlMy  at  mndom,  young- 
Beieheids  fiuided  he  heaid  a  distant  noise,  prodnced  1^ 
the  cracking  of  a  whip.  They  directed  their  steps  towards 
the  quarter  from  whence  lie  supposed  it  to  proceed ;  and 
having  tnupelled  about  a  mU^  they  both  distinctly  heaid  a 
secepid  ciack.  It  was  in  feet  a  signal  made  by  their  com- 
panaoosi  who  fiirtunaldy  had  xemained  statbnaiy  the  whoIe» 
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of  t\m  day  in  the  grpfitest  anxiety  at  the  long  absence  of 
their  fellow  trarellen.  By  degrees  they  recovered  the  eflecto 
of  fasting  and  fatigue ;  but  it  required  some  caution  in  re- 
gulating the  appetite*  after  not  having  tasted  food  for  three 
days  and  two  nights. 

It  was  obscn  cd  that  had  the  IIott«Mitot  not  fbrsakcn  them 
thev  would  easily  have  succeeded  even  with  so  small  an  in- 
struiucnt  as  a  penknife,  tliose  peo{)lc  beinL,^  well  accjuainted 
with  the  mode  of  slaufrhterin^  cattle  by  what  m  tet  lminalJv 
called  pit/ling.  This  mode  is  indeed  in  universal  use  aiiion^ 
the  Dutch  in  the  colony,  which  they  pretend  to  say  was  first 
received  from  the  Hottentots;  but  as  the  practice  is  common 
on  the  contuient  of  Europe,  it  is  more  probable  the  first 
settlers  carried  it  with  them  to  the  Caj>e.  The  circumstance, . 
however,  to  whicli  they  ascribe  its  orison  is  sufficiently 
plausible.  A  buffalo  having  rushed  upon  a  Hottentot  and 
fixed  liim  between  his  horns  agtunst  a  large  tree,  the  man  in 
the  midst  of  Iiis  terror,  and  una)n8dous  of  wliat  he  did, 
«U-uck  the  animal  a  violent  blow  directiy  between  the  horns 
mAk  an  iron  hassagai  or  spear  which  he  happened  to  have  in 
his  hand;  when*  to  his  equal  joy  and  amaacment,  the  huge 
beast  dropped  instantaneousty  on  its  knees»  completely 
paralysed.  And  it  is  remurkaUe  enoogli  that  the  tool  jnade 
use  of  in  the  Cape  for  fUhmg  cattle  is  pmasely  of  tho  same 
shape  and  siae  as  the  iron  part  of  a  hjtssagai. 

Am  the  most  expeditious  and  least  pohifol  method  of  talking 
away  the  life  of  animals  destined  for  the  food  of  is  a 
subject  on  which  humanity  is  rety  intimately  ooncenied,  and 
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as  an  opiiuoii  said  to  be  founded  on  facts  is  circulated  in 
many  parts  of  England,  Huit  a  pointed  instrument  thrust 
info  the  spinal  marrow  at  iho  nape  of  the  neck  produces  in- 
stantaneous tU  atli,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  here  the 
siihstanre.  ol"  a  report  ol"  several  expt  rimriits  made  at  the 
slauglil.cnn<j;-hou.se  at  Drpti'onl,  luider  the  diicctioii  oC  tiic 
VictuaiJinrj  iJoaitl,  in  consequence  ol'  an  application  to  that 
effect  fiotn  the  l^^ishop  of  Durham  to  the  Lords  Commissioaeni 
of  the  Admiralty. 

In  this  report  the  eliiet"  clerk  of  the  cutting-house  state*  that, 
having  rc(iuestecl  the  atteiulanee  of  Mr.  INJcHish,  his  foreman, 
and  a  jrcntkmuu  of  the  faculty,  "  on  the  knife  hcinLC  thrust 
•*  into  tlic  sjiine  ur»  to  the  hilt,  it  was  evident  the  cn^iituie 
•*  snHVred  very  consi<lerably  ;  and  so  far  from  its  pro(hicing 
•*  instant  deatli,  on  tiie  contRU'v.  it  continued  alive  and  aj>- 
**  parent!}'  in  !j:veat  pain.    'J'wo  out  of  ten  thus  treated  were, 
*'  after  their  throats  weii  cut,  not  less  than  ten  mniutes  in 
•*  d^iuf:;  and  all  of  tliein,  it  was  evident,  retained  thyir 
•*  bCD-ses,  sight,   breathing,  and  feeling  to  the  last :  two 
«*  groaned  most  piteously,  from  which  and  their  violent 
plunging  it  was  but  tod  obvious  to  wbat  degree  the  ammala 
**  suffered.    The  people  usually  employed  in  dau|^tering 
oxen  were  so  dutressed  that  they  coukltiot  help  exdauning. 
This  i»  Imidteriag  miudrl  Tkk  ur  downright  murder  f  For 
the  purpose  of  making  a  compeiiaon  between  tlus  and  our 
*^  present  practice,  three  beasts  vere  daughtefed  in  the  usual 
*■  waj.  The  first  feU  witli  a  single  blow,  the  second  with. 
two»  and  the  third  with  one  pnlj:  in.  all  the  breathing  in- 
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"\1niil!y  rrascd,  the  eyes  became  fixed,  and  tlir  animah 
*•  ;M)|)o;irr(l  to  hi-  pcrfrctiv  devoid  of  sensibility.  In  oxen 
'*  tiiiU  uiv  knocked  d()\\  ii  the  Idood  flows  with  great  rapidity, 
"  and  in  a  ll  vv  scromls  is  lolally  (iiscliar<z;ed  ;  thf  reverse  of 
"  whirb  nppenrs  to  be  llie  ease  iu  luiUing,  owing,  [leiijap.s 
**  to  tlie  convuisirc  eontraetioii  of  the  whole  nnncidar  sys- 
*'  tefn.  "  After  snme  other  expeiinients  of  dn\ini;  an  iion 
j)nn(!i  into  liie  braiii,  llic  reporter  ob^.rvcs,  '-that  ihe  general 

iiiotie  of  slaughterinj?  (at He,  lor  any  llung  that  lias  yet 
"  appeared  to  the  eontiary,  is  decidedly  the  most  expe- 

ditious  and  the  most  merciful  ol  uuj  liial  is  known  or 
"  .[Muctised-" 

As,  however,  thdprscticcof  pkbinghMsvGTy  genenUlj  beca 
supposed  to  be  employed  botb  in  this  aod  otlior  cotuitiiesi  so 
B8  to  be  lest  painful  to  the  animal  and  less  injurious  in  its  con- 
sequences, the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  conceiving  that  the  ex- 
periment made  at  Deptford  might  have  lailed  fiom  some  mi»> 
management  in  the  mode  of  operation,  thought  proper  to  direct 
that,  after  ebtaining  the  best  infoimation  on  the  subject,  the 
experiment  should  be  repeated.  Accordingly  the  Chairman 
■of  the  Victualling  Office  with  two  Commissioners,  and  the 
first  Commmissioner  of  the  Sick  and  Wounded  Department, 
proceeded  to  the  premises  of  Mr.  Mdlish,  and  there  witnessed 
the  kUling  of  four  oxen':  two  of  them  after  the  ordinary  mode 
of  knocking  down  with  a  pole-axe;  and  the  other  two  afiff 
the  new  method  of  pithing,  by  the  means  of  an  iron  instrument 
thrust  into  the  spinal  marrow  at  the  nape  of  ^  neck,  lliese 
g^tlemen  report  "  that  the  diflierent  operations  of  pUhing 
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and  knodung  down  appeared  to  be  dextrouslj  perfbnned ; 
**  and  that  in  both  instances  the  throats  of  the  oxen  were 
**  instantly  cut^  to  the  end  that  the  blood  might  be  pro])ei-ly 
^  dbchaig^.   llie  oxen  which  were  pithed  fell  upon  tlieir 

knees  the  moment  the  knife  was  thrust  into  them,  bat 
"  from  their  violent  strag^es  and  convulsive  contortions  they 
*'  seemed  to  experience  excrudating  torture :  their  eyes  re- 
"  mained  in  an  animated  and  susceptible  state  ;  their  breath- 
"  iiig  was  retainrd  ;  and  they  continued  apparently  in  great 

agony  for  upwards  of  ten  minntes  before  they  expired  : 

whereas  the  oxf  ti  which  were  slaughtered  in  the  ordinary 
**  practice  of  kuockinn;  down  fell  at  the  first  stroke  of  tlie  axe 
"  upon  their  foreheads ;  and  tlic  moment  they  were  down, 
"  they  were  struck  two  or  three  more  blows  on  the  snmc  part 
"  of  the  head  with  the  same  insinirncnt,  when  their  eyt  :^ 
"  immediBtcTy  beeanic  lixed,  they  appt^arerl  insensible  of 
**  farther  pain,  and  in  the  space  of  three  nututtes  from  the 
"  time  of  their  being  first  struck  all  aninuitioir  was-  com- 
**  pletcly  extinct,  80  far,  therefore,  as  this  ex[)c  ri>ment  ex- 
**  tended  it  appeared  evident  that  the  common  method  of 
•*  knocking  down  was  preleruble  to  the  new  mode  of  pitiuuij;, 
•*  not  only  as  it  was  more  merciful  to  the  animal,  but  because 
•*  the  blood  flowed  more  freely  from  the  diroats  of  tiie  oxen,. 
^  and  the  flesh  was  thereby  rendered  in  a  better  state/* 

-The  above  experiments  so  ably  conducted,  andt  reported 
without  prciudice  or  partiality,  must  set  the  queslaoa  for  ever 
at  rest ;  and  it  is  to  be  Uoped^  therefore,  that  while  Britons 
have  fimmeBS  of  nerve  to  fooe  an  ox,  and  strength  of  muade^ 
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to  srasp  tlx'  po'e  nxc,  n  nu  ilio<l  will  not  be  resorted  to  whose 

tii.ly  iTcoimu!: i)(lati{)u  is  that  of  reclurin<;  an  atiiuial  by  in- 
tense paia  into  a  hi  Iplcss  rondition,  lor  the  i^reater  con- 
^^'^iclK:e  of  taking  away  ils  lif-  -^vlncli,  in  fact,  is  all  they 
pretend  to  acroniplish  by  tliis  nielliod  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope;  for  tiiongh  all  slanglilcred  oxen  there  are  brought  to 
tiu*  <jround  by  diviUiug  ibe  spiual  luairow,  yet  uoue  are 
kxiicd  by  il. 

The  party  having;  travelied  sixt( '  n  <lay^  alonrr  the  river, 
.sonietimes  close  to  its  bank,  and  at  other  times  several  miles 
di^itant  from  it,  over  a  roiisrh  and  ahn*)st  inijiassahle  countr}", 
on  llie  '27th  lti<  v  struck  oti'  to  the  southward,  and  on  the  SOth 
jell  into  their  old  tiack  at  tlie  Komatoo  sprin^j;,  situated  on 
the  edge  of  the  great  Karroo  jvhich  exleuds  tVoiii  heucc  to 
thi:  skirts  of  the  Rogge^"cld,  On  these  desert  plains  few  sup- 
plies of  provisions  are  to  be  experto<l,  not  even  of  the  most 
trommon  and  pleatiful  sort  oi  wunu  peculiar  to  Southern 
Aiiica ;  and  a  few  straggling  Bosjesnmna  which  may  chance 
to  be  croning  it,  roving  about  in  quest  of  food,  are  the  only 
buman  creatures  likely  to  be  met  with.  About  half  a  docen 
•of  these  wretches  were  seen  in  the  whole  journey,  ftom  two  of 
whom  the  party  received  a  very  seasonable  supply  of  delictous 
honey  in  exchange  for  some  tohaoco.  It  was  contained  in  a 
bag  made  of  the  skin  of  a  small  antelope. 

Little  that  is  worthy  of  remaik  occurred  on  tiiese  dreary 
plains  of  Africa  where,  to  use  the  words  of  Dr.  Johnson,  '*  the 
ni^t  and  the  day  are  equally  solitary  and  equally  sa^"  Hie 
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time  employed  in  crosMng  than  was  thirteen  dajni»  at  the  end 
of  which,  oh  the  12th  April,  thcj  ftrrivcd  within  the  confines 
of  the  colony,  not  sorry  to  have  brought  so  near  to  a  con- 
clusion a  long  and  fetigaing  journey,  the  novelty  of  which 
must  necessarily  have  been  puichascd  at  the  ex  pence  of 
irj'K  11  of  the  ordinary  comforts  and  convenicncics  of  life. 
•*  We  praised  God,"  savs  Mi*.  Truter,  "  for  his  gracious 
"  asustanoe  and  protection  through  our  long  and  dangerous 

journey  over  deserts  wide  and  unfrequented,  nvers  deep 
"  and  rapid,  into  the  midst  of  a  strange  nation  inhabiting  a 

region  hitherto  unexplored." 
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